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"o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirriam K. Ebear, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Tola, in the county of Allen and State of
Kansas, have invented a new and useful

Car-Seal, of which the following is a sp.ec_i-,

fication. » E
This invention relates to devices of that

- class employed for sealing railway freight

cars.

One of the principal objects of the inven-
tion is to provide a novel form of seal which
may be made at much less.éxpense than any
of the car seals in commercial use and which

cannpt be tampered with without detection.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a seal which can be used but once and
which is necessarily broken and rendered
worthless when moved to unsealing position.

A still further object of the invention is
to provide a seal which may be readily at-
tached by the conductor, freight agent or
other officer by the hands alone and without
the necessity of employing any pressing tool
or other implement. L

" A: still further object of the invention is
to provide a novel form of seal which may
be provided with data designating the name
of the railroad, the name of the station at
which the car was sealed, or such other in-
formation as may be desired. = - A

With these and other objects in view as
will more fully hereinafter appear,the pres-
ent invention consists in certain novel de-
tails of construction and arrangement of
parts, as will be-more fully herinafter de-
scribed, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, and more particularly pointed out
in the appended claims, it being understood
that various changes in-the form, propor-

- tion, size and minor details of the structure

may be made without departing from the
spirit or sacrificing’ apy of the. advantages

* of the invention.
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In the accompanying drawingé ‘:'——FigLUre

L is a perspective view of a car seal con-

structed in accordance with the invention,

showing the same in Place on the locking -

pin. Fig.-2 is a similar view of the seal
detached and in its flat form before bending.

Fig. 8 is a detail perspective view illustrat-

- ing a modified. form of seal. Fig. 4 is a

similar view of the seal of Fig. 3 in the in-

-~ itial flat. position. Fig. 5 is a detail. per-
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spective view of the seal bent into the form
of a rectangle. Fig. 6 is a perspective view

Specification of Letters Patent. - Patented Feb. 21, 1911.
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| ilustrating a still further modification of

the invention.. .- - ST
Similar’ numerals of reference are em-
ployed "to indicate - corresponding parts
throughout the severalefigures of the draw-
: %ﬁn-carrying out, the present invention the
seal 10 is formed of a strip of some suitable
material, preferably soft iron or othér metal,

| and these ‘strips 4re-provided with notches
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11 which define the bending points. The -

seals are supplied to the
othier officers and as they are'i
the flat form shown in Fig. 2 they may be

readily sent by mail or express:

statiqn, agents or -
‘ Qxitially of
70

It is intended that the station agent .or -
other officer be provided with a stamping
tool -or press which may be utilized in press- . -

ing on the seal the name of the station and

the name of the road and as this may be
readily accomplished in the ticket or freight
office there will not be the same danger-of
unauthorized use.of the press such as now

-Irequently occurs where the sealing tool is

carried-outsite i stationfor the purpose
of -applying the ordin'ayg

~ After the. seal Thas“been impressed or

.otherwise . marked, it is simply passed

through the opening @ of the usual locking

pin b and then is bent into angular form,
| the strip being Weakepqdyat'the points 11
'so that 1t may be readily bent.by the hands

alone and it will not be necessary even to

‘remove the gloves in attaching a seal. The
seal may be of triangular -form shown in

Fig. 1 or may be bent-into a rectangle or
other form:as illustrated in Fig. 5, but in
any case it will'be impossible to remove the

‘seal from position without first bending

back at least one of -the arms .of the strip.
In ‘order to prevent this movement to un-
sealing position without detection the metal
of which the stripis formed is of sueh ma-
terial as to break off at the bending point as
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seals to the cars. -
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soon as the slightest. attémpt is made at '

rebending. and the weakening of the metal
by the formation of the notches 11
insures such breakage.

In ‘some -instances the notch "'may be
formed across one face of the strip-as shown

in Figs. 3 and 4 but the result in this cagé
will be the samé;“it being the intent to-

weaken the strip ‘at the bending points so
110
-and at the same time to positively insure -

as to. facilitate the attachment of the seal

breakage should there be any attenmpt to un-

positively



 seal the car,whﬂe%the ‘body of the strip is

heavy enough-and of sufficient rigidity to

“prevent bending at any intermediate point

-tection.

in an attempt to open the car without de- |

In the ‘cohstqui;iﬁgi' shown in. Fig. 6 the
notches 11 are fornied at the opposite edges

_of the strip for the purpose of forming the

. <weakeried ‘bendin
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oint. : .

When the ‘seal 1s irrposition it is not sub-
jected ‘to any strain whatever  exeent the
jolting : of the car during :switching -and

_ there will be little or no danger of accidental
~detachment of the seal, while the two faces
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of the seal stand’ out siightly from the side
of thée €ar and will permit ready-inspection.

“of a line of cars passing a given:pomt and
_ at the same time the markings on the seal
" will be readily distinguishable, L
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is claimed isi— :
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-an angular loop and

Having thus described the

1. A metallic' sealing strip.. bendable  at
predetermined points into triapgular shape,

‘there being means at said points to insure
> breaking of the strip when | subseguently
bent in the opposite direction, sai

.stri

when bent having non-lapping terminals. 'p
2. A metallic sealin% strip in _the form of
A aving ‘means.at each

bend in the strip to insure’breaking of the

invention what

- 985,019

strip at said bends when the loop is opened, .

said lcop having non-lapping terminals,
-8, A car seal comprising a strip composed

of three sections of the same width con- -

nected together by weakened portions, one
of the end sections being bent backwardly
over and spaced from the central section and
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the other end section being bent backwardly

over and.in engagement with the first'men-
tioned-end section for closing the seal, said
end sections being held in bent pesition by

the rigidity of the material forming the

strip. S i

4. A car seal comprising a single piece of
metal in strip form and formed with a body
portion and terminal members, one member

‘being bent over the body portion and

spaced therefrom and the other member bent
backwardly over and in contact with the

first member, there being a weakened point’

at the juncture between the second member
and body portion for insuring severance of

the second member upon opening the seal.

In testimony that I claim theé foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnésses.

WILLIAM KERR EDGAR.

Witnesses: .

C. 8. THOMAS,
A. E. MeLvin,
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