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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
IRA. M. PETERSIME, OF GETTYSBURG, OHIO 

FoLDING WALKER 
Application filed February 10, 1930. serial No. 427,389. 

This invention relates to exercisers or 
walking apparatus for use in bedrooms, 
bathrooms and other places where apparatus 
of this kind can be conveniently used and 

5 where the space is small. 
It is the object of this invention to pro 

vide an exerciser or walking apparatus in. 
which the main frame is formed of two parts. 
pivotally connected together so that one part 
may be folded upon the other for the pur 
pose of storage, with the handle telescoped 
therein, and when so folded the whole ap 
paratus may be placed under a Small table, 
or other similar article where the space is 

15 Small. 
, is particularly the object of this inven 

tion to provide an exerciser or walker 
equipped with a traveling belt operated by a 
motor. This belt is adapted to receive a per 
son thereon, and during the operation of the 
motor the belt travels and the person on the 
belt walks to prevent falling, and for the 
purpose of aiding in preventing the falling 
of the person on the belt a support is pro 
vided near one end of the frame. 
There is shown in the accompanying draw 

ings a preferred embodiment of this inven 
tion. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation. 
Figure 2 is a front end view. 
Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 1, 

With the exception that the rear is folded 
upon the front part of the apparatus. 

Figure 4 is a top plan view with the trav 
eling belt partly removed. . . . 

Figure 5 is a section on the line 
Figure 4. 
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5-5 of 
This apparatus is composed of a frame 

40 member formed into two sections, a front 
section and a rear section. The frame as a 
whole is substantially rectangular and has 
side wails 1 on each side of the front section, 
which extend forward, as indicated by the 
numeral 1, to form supports for a platform. 
The rear section has side walls 2. These sec 

45 

tions are united by invisible hinges 3. These, 
hinges are so attached to the two sections 
that they are substantially out of sight, and 

50 enable the frame to be either in the extended 

a belt 13 for the purpose of rotating the 
roller 10, due to the operation of the motor 7. 

position shown in Figure 1 or in the folded 
position shown in Figure 3. The rear side 
members are connected at the rear end of the 
frame by means of a rear wall 4, while the 
front side members are connected by a front 
wall 5. : - - - - - 
The platform on the front part of the 

front side walls is indicated by the numeral 
6, and supports a motor 7 which has a shaft 
8. On the end of the shaft is a pulley 9 so 
for the purpose of operating the apparatus. 
On the rear of the frame is a drive roller 10 
Supported in the sidewalls by means of 
trunnions 11. This roller is in the rear end 
of the rear section, and has extending there 65 
from a shaft carrying a pulley 12. This 
shaft is a continuation of one of the trun 
nions that supports the ends of this roller. 
From the pulley 9 to the pulley 12 extends 

On the front end of the front side walls is 
a front roller 14 of substantially the same 
size that rollier 10 is, and between these two 
rollers is a series of transversely arranged 
belt-supporting rollers 15, which are smaller 
in diameter than the rollers 10 and 14 but 
have their upper surfaces in line with the 
upper surfaces of rollers 10 and 14 for the . 
purpose of supporting the belt 16 in a 80 
straight horizontal position. . . . . . 

Suitably arranged adjacent the motor is 
a handlebar 17. For the purpose of re 
ceiving the ends of this handle, which is . 
U-shaped, there are sockets 18. The handle 85 
bar is located within these sockets so that 
the person standing on the traveling belt 
may balance himself and prevent falling 
when the belt is traveling, due to the opera 
tion of the motor. In the folded position 
this handlebar is in the position shown in 
Figure 3, and for that purpose there is pro 
vided in the rear section sockets 19 which 
receive the ends of the handle bar for fold 
ing purposes. , , . - 
As shown in Figure 3 the apparatus is in 

folded condition so that it may be placed 
under a small table, or any other place where 
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there is a small amount of room, for the 
purpose of getting the apparatus out of the 100 
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way or out of sight until it is needed for 
use again. When the apparatus is needed 
it is removed from its place of storage, the 
rear section is folded backward so that it 
rests in line with the front section, as shown 
in Figure 1. At this time the belt 13 is 
engaging the two pulleys 7 and 12. - - 
Upon the operation of the motor the belt 

16 is caused to travel in a rearward direc 
10 tion over the supporting rollers 15, and in 

5 

order to balance himself upon the traveling 
belt the person standing thereon walks for 
ward with his hands upon the upper end 
of the handle bar. This operation is con 
tinued a sufficient length of time to give. 
the person the desired or required amount 
of exercise, after which the motor is cut-off, 
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cise, 

30 
Having thus 

the apparatus folded and stored in its accus 
tomed position. The hinges 3 are so located 
that they are substantially out of sight, both 
when the frame is in its extended position 
and when it is in its folded position. By 
that means they afford no obstruction to the 
feet of the person standing upon the tread 
or traveling belt during the process of exer 

I desire to comprehend within my inven 
tion such modifications as may be clearly em. 
braced within my claims and the scope of 
my invention. . 

fully described my inven 
tion, what I claim is new and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is: 
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1. In a folding walker, a portable frame 
having sections adapted to fold one on the 
other, a platform extending from one sec 
tion, a motor on said platform, a roller on 
opposite ends of each section, a belt on said 
rollers adapted to be moved thereby, idler 
rollers on said frame engaging the under 
side of the upper loop of said belt, means 
connecting the motor to one of the end roll 
ers for causing the belt to travel, and a 
hand Support on One of said sections. 

2. In a folding walker, a portable frame 
formed of Sections pivoted one to another 
and adapted to be folded one upon the 
other, a plurality of rollers mounted in each 
Section, a belt on said rollers, a motor sup 
ported on one of said sections, and means 
connecting said motor to one of said rollers 

55 

for causing said belt. to travel. . . . . . . . 
8. In a folding walker, a frame composed 

of pivotally united sections adapted to fold 
One on another, a roller mounted on each 
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Section, a belt on said rollers, means to ro 
tate one of said rollers to cause the belt to 
travel, and 
belt. - - - - - - - - - - 

4. In a folding walker, a frame composed 
of pivotally united Sections normally in ex 

a hand support adjacent said 

1,824,408 
belt around said rollers adapted to travel as 
the rollers rotate, means for causing the 
rollers to rotate, and a U-shaped hand sup 
port extending up from one section when 
the sections are in extended condition and 
supported by the other section parallel to 
the first section when the sections are folded. 

5. In a folding walker, a frame composed 
of sections pivoted to each other, said frame 
being normally in an extended condition but 
adapted to be folded with one section on 
the other, one section having in one end a 
pair of vertical holes and the other section 
a pair of horizontal holes in one end, a traveling member supported by said frame 
and adapted to be folded with the frame, 
means to cause said traveling member to 
travel, and a U-shaped hand support 
adapted to be supported by the first-named 
holes when the frame is in extended condi 
tion and adapted to be supported by the 
last-named holes when the frame is in 
folded condition. - 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 

ture. 
IRA. M. PETERSIME. 
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it): 

tended aligned position but adapted to be 
folded one on another, a roller mounted on 
each of the opposite ends of said frame, a 

h 


