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A photographic product comprising a support, a sil 
ver halide layer and a discrete layer of a water-in-wax 
emulsion comprising a dispersed water phase and a dis 
persing wax phase, a plasticizer for said wax phase in 
order to prevent cracking and a surfactant. The emulsion 
is stable at the melting point of the wax. The wax emul 
sion can be coated contiguous to a photographic ele 
ment or coated upon a non-absorbing support and con 
tacted with a photographic element. Pressure or heat ef 
fects the release of water thereby initiating development 
of exposed photographic silver halide. 
The wax phase comprises an animal, mineral or vege 

table wax such as beeswax, para?in wax, carnauba wax, 
azokerite wax, and the like; a plasticizer soluble in the 
wax such as paraffin oils having a boiling point of at 
least 100° C. The surfactants, for example, oleic acid, 
erucic acid and the like are hydrophilic at one end and 
hydrophobic at another end. 
The water phase can be water alone which when re 

leased will induce initiation of development of a latent 
image in a photographic element having incorporated 
therein developers and activators or the water phase may 
be an aqueous developing solution, an aqueous solution 
of a silver halide solvent, and the like. 
The silver halide emulsions and elements can be chem 

ically sensitized, e.g., with noble metal sensitizers alone 
or in combination with sulfur or selenium sensitizers. 
They can contain spectral sensitizers, incorporated color 
forming couplers, incorporated developing agents, anti 
foggants, hardeners, plasticizers, coating aids and other 
suitable photographic addenda, such as described in Us, 
Pat. 3,297,446 (columns 4~9|). 


