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(57) ABSTRACT 

Improvements in a biosensor of the type having reservoirs or 
Wells for analyzing a biological liquid are disclosed. A 
biosensor (190) includes a Waveguide (164) placed between 
a plurality of members such as plates (100, 186), at least one 
of the members (100) being formed to de?ne the Walls (132, 
134, 136) of the reservoirs Where the liquid is biologically 
analyzed. The Walls of the reservoirs are made of an inert, 
opaque material such as a metal. Although the biosensor 
may include a gasket (162), the gasket is associated With the 
members and Waveguide in such a Way (e.g. by recessing the 
gasket into a channel formed into a metal plate) so that the 
gasket does not form any signi?cant portion of the reservoir 
Wall. Waveguides of varying composition (e.g. plastic, 
quartz or glass) may be associated With the members to form 
the biosensor. The metal plate of the biosensor has input and 
output ports for in?lsing, draining, or oscillating the liquid 
to be analyzed in the reaction reservoir. Also disclosed is a 
sled-shaped Waveguide associated With a rear lens to couple 
light out of the Waveguide to serve as a quality control 
measure thus insuring that the biosensor is properly placed 
and that the light is Working. 

18 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets 
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LENS AND ASSOCIATABLE FLOW CELL 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue speci? 
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions 
made by reissue. 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is an application under 35 USC § 371 
of PCT/US97/04398 ?led on Mar. 19, 1997, claiming pri 
ority from US. Provisional patent application No. 60/022, 
434 ?led on Aug. 8, 1996 and US. Provisional patent 
application No. 60/013,695 ?led on Mar. 19, 1996. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates generally to components of a diag 
nostic apparatus, and more particularly to an improved 
biosensor having a lens (“waveguide”) and associated ?ow 
cell. 

BACKGROUND ART 

International Application No. PCT/US94/05567 
(International Publication No. 94/27137, published Nov. 24, 
1994) to the University of Utah Research Foundation dis 
closes an apparatus for multi-analyte homogeneous, ?uor 
oimmunoassays. In one embodiment, the application dis 
closes an apparatus which uses a biosensor having a planar 
waveguide sandwiched, with an associated gasket, between 
two plates (FIGS. 3Ai3C of Internat’l Publ. No. 94/27137). 
The inner edges of the gaskets serve as walls for a reaction 
reservoir or well. Fluorescence-emitting tracer molecules 
are bound to the waveguide surface and are excited by an 
evanescent ?eld penetrating into the adjacent solution from 
a light beam propagated within the waveguide, the beam 
being introduced at, for example, a front end of the 
waveguide. In the reaction reservoir, a liquid (e.g. serum or 
blood) is introduced and is allowed to admix with capture 
molecules associated with the waveguide surface (eg by 
“coating chemistry” as disclosed on pages 32 to 33 of the 
international application). The emitted ?uorescence is then 
directly collected from the zone of evanescent penetration. 
In one particular embodiment, the biosensor has transparent 
walls which de?ne the reservoirs. (E.g., FIGS. 11A*C of 
Internatl. Publn. No. 94/27137). The application also dis 
closes integrally formed or molded biosensors. E.g., FIGS. 
12A, 12B & 13 of Internatl. Publn. No. 94/27137). 

Unfortunately, the waveguide portion of integrally formed 
or molded biosensors may exhibit deformation upon 
fabrication, or warping during storage or temperature 
changes. Also, gaskets may not reliably seal or are not 
always su?iciently inert to reactants, and thus may interfere 
with the desired analysis. 

It would be desirable to have a biosensor having reser 
voirs with inert walls, the walls being readily detachable 
from the waveguide so that one waveguide could be readily 
exchanged for another. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

The invention includes a biosensor with a reservoir or 
reservoirs, the biosensors including a waveguide placed (e.g. 
“sandwiched”) between a plurality of members such as 
plates, at least one of the members being formed to de?ne 
the walls of the reservoir or reservoirs where the reaction to 
be analyzed takes place. The reservoir walls are preferably 
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2 
an inert, opaque material such as a passivated metal (e.g., 
black anodized aluminum). Although the biosensor may 
include a gasket, the gasket is associated with the plurality 
of members and waveguide in such a way (e. g. by recessing 
the gasket into a channel formed into a metal plate) so that 
the gasket does not form any signi?cant portion of the 
reservoir wall. Waveguides of varying composition (e.g. 
plastic, quartz, glass or siliconoxynitride) may be associated 
with the members to form the biosensor. A lens or lenses 
may be integrated with the waveguide. The metal plate of the 
biosensor has input and output ports for infusing, draining, 
or oscillating the liquid to be analyzed in the reaction 
reservoir. 

Due to the sandwiching of the waveguide in between the 
members, the planar waveguide is generally less distorted 
than that of an integrally formed biosensor. A reaction to be 
analyzed is not interfered with due to the use of opaque, inert 
metal to structurally de?ne the reservoir. 

The biosensor design is advantageously con?gured to 
interact with a ?at waveguide having a rear integrated lens 
design for reading light passing through the waveguide (not 
?uorescent/ evanescent light, but reading the core laser beam 
light) to monitor coupling e?iciency and beam quality. The 
invention thus also includes a ?at waveguide associated with 
a rear lens to couple light out of the waveguide (and a 
biosensor using such a lens) to serve as a quality control 
measure, thus insuring that the biosensor is properly placed 
and that the light source is working. 
The invention also includes orienting the biosensor in a 

particular position relative to an optical reading device and 
laser which increases the performance of the biosensor to the 
point where, surprisingly, whole blood can be quickly ana 
lyzed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

In the drawings, which depict presently preferred embodi 
ments of the invention and in which like reference numerals 
refer to like parts in different views: 

FIG. 1 depicts an enlarged bottom view of the ?ow cell 
top which may be used with the invention. 

FIG. 2 depicts an enlarged section view of the ?ow cell 
top of the preceding ?gure along section line 2i2. 

FIG. 3 depicts an enlarged section view of the ?ow cell 
top of FIG. 1 along section line 3i3. 

FIG. 4 depicts an enlarged, exploded, perspective view of 
a biosensor according to the invention. 

FIG. 5 depicts an enlarged, side view of a laminated 
gasket which interacts with the ?ow cell top of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 6 depicts an enlarged view of a plastic, molded ?at 
waveguide with integrated input and output coupling lenses. 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged side view of the waveguide of the 
preceding ?gure. 

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a ?uorescent assay 
apparatus useful for practicing the invention, showing the 
?ow cell assembly of FIG. 4 in a particularly useful orien 
tation with respect to the earth. 

FIG. 9 is a stylized, enlarged side view of a portion of a 
waveguide and biochemical components of a competition 
immuno?uorescent assay according to the invention. 

FIG. 10 depicts an enlarged, exploded, perspective view 
of the ?ow cell portion of a biosensor according to the 
invention. 

FIG. 11 depicts an enlarged perspective view of a gasket 
for use with the invention. 



US RE39,772 E 
3 

FIG. 12 depicts an enlarged top vieW of a second frame 
member (“?oW cell bottom”) for association With the ?oW 
cell top of FIGS. 1 through 3. 

FIG. 13 depicts an enlarged side vieW of the second frame 
member of the preceding ?gure. 

FIG. 14 depicts an enlarged perspective vieW of the 
registration plate forming part of the ?oW cell assembly of 
FIG. 4. 

FIG. 15 depicts an enlarged top vieW of the stage member 
of the ?oW cell assembly of FIG. 4. 

FIG. 16 depicts an enlarged side vieW of the stage member 
of the preceding ?gure. 

FIG. 17 depicts an enlarged vieW of the preceding tWo 
?gures. 

FIG. 18 depicts an enlarged, exploded, perspective vieW 
of a biosensor according to the invention. 

FIG. 19 depicts an enlarged, styliZed, side vieW of a 
portion of a plastic ?lm Waveguide having an optical dif 
fraction grating coupler. 

FIG. 20 depicts an enlarged, styliZed, side vieW of a 
portion of a plastic ?lm Waveguide to Which a separate 
optical diffraction grating has been associated. 

FIG. 21 is a graph depicting the results of a correlational 
analysis comparing an evanescent assay (CK-MB) of the 
instant invention With a prior art device. 

FIG. 22 is a graph depicting the double logarithm plot of 
the data of the preceding ?gure shoWing the correlation. 

FIG. 23 is a graph depicting the effect of agitation 
(oscillation) on a CK-MB assay on Whole blood (“WB”), 
50% WB, and 50% plasma using a device according to the 
invention (dilution With outdated CPDA anticoagulant 
solution). 

FIG. 24 is an enlarged, styliZed illustration of Wavelength 
and spatially-resolved detection of ?uorescence emitted 
from a planar Waveguide sensor using different capture 
molecules and tracer molecules for detecting different ana 
lytes of interest in a sample solution. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

A. FloW Cell 
The ?oW cell top, generally 100, depicted in FIGS. 1 

through 3 is preferably made of a light absorbing material 
(eg a metal such as aluminum having a passivated surface 
such as black anodiZed surface). The depicted ?oW cell top 
100 is generally plate-like, and is formed to contain a 
plurality of Wells or reservoirs 102, 104, 106 (for example, 
tWo to ten reservoirs). 
A design With at least tWo individual reservoirs has 

signi?cant advantages over a single reservoir embodiment 
for instances When it is desirable to measure the test sample 
?uorescent simultaneously With ?uorescence from a “con 
trol” region on the same Waveguide. For example, the level 
of non-speci?c binding to the Waveguide (or non-speci?c 
?uorescence) can be subtracted from test sample ?uores 
cence. Also, measurement changes due to ?uctuations in 
intensity of the exciting light can be corrected. In a dis 
placement assay, the “control” region could be a pre-loaded 
Waveguide With no analyte present in the sample, or With a 
knoWn amount of analyte. With the depicted embodiment of 
three or more Wells, ?uorescence can be measured for both 
a no-analyte control and at least one knoWn calibration 
analyte sample in addition to the “unknown” or test sample. 
Although, even With a single reservoir, the invention is able 
to analyZe multiple analytes in a single sample (eg by use 
of a single Waveguide in multiple experiments). 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
In the depicted embodiment, the reservoirs 102*106 have 

respective inlet/outlet apertures 108, 110, 112, 114, 116, 118 
extending through the ?oW cell top 100 for injecting and 
WithdraWing the liquid to be analyZed into the reservoirs 
102*106. In some cases, this liquid may be oscillated into 
and out of the reservoir With a pump, Which enhances the 
mixing of the analyte and reactant (see, e.g., FIG. 23). With 
oscillation, the performance (eg speed) of the assay is 
increased. In the depicted embodiment, each port 108*118 is 
associated With its oWn depressed recess formed 120, 122, 
124, 126, 128, 130 in the ?oW cell top 100. 
BetWeen the recesses associated With a particular 

reservoir, lateral or longitudinal channels may be formed in 
the ?oW cell top to aid in mixing the liquid contained Within 
the reservoir (not shoWn). 
The outer periphery of the reservoirs 102*106 are each 

de?ned by respective Walls 132, 134, 136 Which are pref 
erably integrally formed With the rest of the ?oW cell top 
100, although they may be a separate component of the ?oW 
cell top. The inner circumferences 138, 140, 142 of the Walls 
132*136 are made of an inert, opaque material such as an 
inert, opaque plastic, or a metal such as passivated, black 
anodiZed aluminum, copper, stainless steel, or similar alloy. 
In the depicted embodiment, the entire ?oW cell top 100 is 
made of a metal, While in other embodiments (not shoWn), 
the ?oW cell may be made of a non-metallic material, and an 
opaque, dark material or metal sleeve placed Within the 
reservoirs (not shoWn). Material in contact With the liquid 
should exhibit loW protein absorption properties. 
Accordingly, a metal, a hydrophilic non-metallic material or 
a hydrophobic non-metallic material coated With a thin ?lm 
of hydrophilic material (eg PEG, PLURONICS or other 
hydrogels) may be used. 

In the depicted embodiment, the apertures 108*118 asso 
ciated With the respective reservoirs 102*106 ?uidically 
communicate the recessed portions 120*130 of the reser 
voirs With a pair of respective receptacles 144, 146, 148, 
150, 152, 154 (shoWn by construction lines in FIG. 1) for 
receiving ?uid inlet/outlet ports 156, 158 Which are associ 
ated With the ?oW cell top 100 (FIG. 4). Although the ?uid 
inlet/ outlet ports 156, 158 Will be described With regard only 
to one reservoir, it is to be understood that the description 
applies likeWise for the other reservoirs of the ?oW cell (if 
any). 
As depicted in PG. 4, the ?uid inlet/outlet ports 156, 158 

may be male threaded nipples Which interact With corre 
sponding threaded members (threads not shoWn) bored into 
the ?oW cell top 100. The open ends of the nipples are in 
?uid communication (e. g. by tubing or other conduitiFIG. 
8) With a, for example, syringe pump (not shoWn). Other 
?uid tight arrangements betWeen the ports and the ?oW cell 
top can be used, so long as the sample ?uid communicates 
to the apertures 108*118. The liquid to be analyZed (e.g. 
Whole blood, plasma, diluents, or mixtures thereof) can thus 
be injected and WithdraWn from the reservoirs 102*106 by 
use of an, for example, oscillating pump (not shoWn). 
As further depicted in FIGS. 1 and 4, the outer peripheries 

of the Walls 132*136 also partially de?ne a recess 160 
formed in the ?oW cell top. This recess 160 is formed to 
accept a gasket 162 (FIGS. 4, 5 & 11) Which is more 
thoroughly described hereinafter. This gasket 162 cushions 
placement of a Waveguide onto the ?oW cell top 100 and 
impedes slippage of the Waveguide When associated With the 
?oW cell top. As is also more thoroughly described herein, 
the gasket, preferably, does not serve as any part of the Walls 
132*136 to contain the liquid Within a reservoir 102*106. 
The ?oW cell may be used With a quartZ Waveguide or, more 
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preferably, With the hereinafter described plastic molded 
Waveguide 164. 
B. The Waveguide 
As depicted in FIGS. 4, 6 & 7, a preferred Waveguide 164 

is a plastic molded Waveguide (e.g. molded of an optical 
plastic) having integrated input 166 and output 168 coupling 
lenses. Such a Waveguide 164 is preferably sled-shaped, 
having a planar (optical substrate) portion 170 With ?rst 172 
and second 174 parallel plane surfaces and an edge having 
a thickness 176 extending therebetWeen (FIG. 9). At least 
one of the Waveguide surfaces 172 has a plurality of capture 
molecules 240 associated thereWith (e.g. immobiliZed 
thereon as depicted in FIG. 9, although other methods of 
bringing the capture molecules into su?iciently close asso 
ciation With the surface may be used (eg by placing a strip 
immunoassay onto the Waveguide surface, or using a ?brous 
“mat” With capture molecules attached to the ?bers)). These 
surfaces 172, 174 should have the best optical smoothness 
possible. For example, surface Waviness and roughness 
spacing should lie outside a range of about 65 nm to 195 
micrometers (“um”), While spacings close to 650 nm should 
be avoided (When 632.8 nm laser light is used). Surface 
roughness amplitude or “Ra” (theoretical surface plane to 
average peak or valley) should be less than 0.0065 pm (0.26 
pin); hoWever tWice this amount is still functional. The 
thickness Will typically be betWeen 0.20 and one millimeter 
(“mm”), more preferably about 0.5 mm. 
The edge of the planar portion has a receiving region (e.g. 

lens 166) for receiving light to be integrally propagated. In 
the embodiment depicted in FIGS. 6 & 7, an input or 
receiving lens 166 is integrally adapted to the Waveguide 
adjacent the receiving region at the “front” of the 
Waveguide. Other methods of optically associating the lens 
to the planar portion could also be used. Surface speci?ca 
tions for such a lens or lenses are similar to the planar or 
“plate” portion of the Waveguide. A maximum roughness 
amplitude of 0.013 to 0.025 um (0.5 to 1 pin) is preferred. 
Preferably, machine lines should be parallel (vertical When 
looking at lens) to the long axis of the Waveguide. Surface 
speci?cations for the side of the part and lens ramp areas are 
less stringent than the top and bottom surfaces of the plate 
structure. 

In another embodiment (not shoWn), the lens (or lenses) 
is not integrally associated With the Waveguide, but is 
adapted to interact optically With the Waveguide, or multiple 
Waveguides. 

Alternatively, rather than using a lens to coupling light 
into the Waveguide, a grating could be used. Various gratings 
as Well as methods for incorporating them into a Waveguide 
are knoWn. See, e.g., US. Pat. No. 5,480,687 (Jan. 2, 1996) 
to Heming et al. at column 4, lines 1*10, and column 6, line 
20 to column 7, line 55, US. Pat. No. 5,081,012 (Jan. 14, 
1992) to Flanagan et al., US. Pat. No. 5,455,178 (Oct. 3, 
1995) to Fattinger, US. Pat. No. 5,442,169 (Aug. 15, 1995) 
to KunZ, and US. Pat. No. 5,082,629 (Jan. 21, 1992) to 
Burgess, Jr. et al. Gratings may be fabricated by a number of 
means including but not limited to: embossing, molding, 
photolithography, direct etch electron beam lithography, 
interference lithography, and phase shift lithography. 
Embossed gratings are mechanically stamped or thermally 
imbued onto a surface and thereupon af?xed to a substrate. 
Photolithographic gratings are formed from the chemical 
development and etching of photoresist and substrate after 
masked illumination by an appropriate source. Interference 
and phase shift lithography are similar techniques Which 
alloW ?ner resolution of etched structures than does con 
ventional photolithography. Ion or particle beam methods 
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6 
fabricate precise gratings by directly etching or “Writing” a 
grating substrate With a stream of ions or molecular par 
ticles. 
The grating itself can consist of an etched pattern of 

regular features in a metal ?lm coated onto the planar 
portion of the Waveguide or the front ramp. Standard dif 
fraction gratings such as those used in spectrometers like 
“replica” gratings (gratings comprised of a dried epoxy 
coated With metal) can be used. The use of such grating 
couplers helps to avoid fabrication complexities associated 
With the use of a receiving lens or plasma-etched gratings. 
The procedure for applying such couplers is presently used 
to emboss holograms onto plastic credit cards, and, using 
such a process, the coupler could be mass produced at a 
relatively loW cost. 

In an alternative embodiment shoWn in FIG. 19, a corru 
gated Waveguide With gratings 314 (>5 nanometers (“nm” 
deep or thick) is associated With (e. g. molded on, adhered to, 
or hot stamped onto or embossed onto) the receiving region 
of a plastic thin ?lm Waveguide 316 (or a cast thin plastic 
planar Waveguide[,]), associated with (eg adhered to) a 
loWer index substrate 318. Although in the depicted 
embodiment, the grating 314 is positioned betWeen the thin 
?lm and the loWer index substrate, other orientations such as 
applying the grating to the surface 172 of the thin ?lm 
Waveguide could also be used. Also, alternatively, the light 
could be directed into the Waveguide from a different 
direction. In any event, the grating receives light 218 to be 
internally propagated. In such a case, the Waveguide portion 
Will typically be made of a transparent optical plastic and 
have a thickness of from about 10 micrometers to about 200 
micrometers, preferably about 125 micrometers. In the case 
of extremely thin Waveguide ?lms (eg about 10 to 25 pm), 
the resulting ?lm may be attached to a preferably rigid, open 
support structure [317 (FIG. 20)] (not shown). Alternately, 
the resulting thin ?lm may be affixed to a supporting 
substrate having a loWer index of refraction than the ?lm 

(FIG. 19). 
From e?iciency measurements, it can be determined that 

for an integrated optical Waveguide-?uoroimmunoassay, the 
most ef?cient etch depths are about 1.5 times that of the 
grating period. For diffraction to occur in a grating, the 
period d should be on the order of the Wavelength of light 
(lambda). Given the pathlength difference, 6, betWeen the 
light rays from tWo neighboring grating features (slits, 
rigids, and the like), a constructive interference pattern is 
established by the light leaving the grating When 6 is an 
integer multiple, m, of the Wavelength. 

Wherein d is the grating period, 0t and 0,- are the transmitted 
and incident angles at the grating interface (measured rela 
tive to the surface normal), and nt and n,- are the refractive 
indices of the transmitting and incident mediums (i.e. the 
Waveguide and the substrate). Using this formula, one 
determines that the incident angle for coupling 632.8 nm 
light is 38.030 When the grating period is 0.7 pm. 
The angle of incidence of light from air into the loWest 

order made of the Waveguide and the groove density into 
Waveguide ?lms can be calculated by the use of the equation 
above, and Was determined to be 4.6°, 27.40 and 57.20 for 
polystyrenes having densities of 2400 g/mm, 1800 g/mm, 
and 1200 g/mm, respectively, for incident light of 632.8 um 
Wavelength. 

In still other embodiments, laser light may be prism 
coupled onto an integrated optic Waveguide (“IOW”) (not 
shoWn), end-?re coupled (i.e. direct focusing of light into the 
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Waveguide), or taper-coupled (e. g. by use of an adlayer ?lm 
tapered in thickness or refractive index, preferably in con 
junction With a grating coupler) into the Waveguide (also not 
shoWn). 

In order to taper-couple light into the How cell, a gentle 
tapered section (e.g. either curved or linear) can be used to 
“funnel” light into the end of a thin planar Waveguide. A 
Well-collimated input beam (eg about 50 pm in thickness) 
due to the “LaW of Brightness” constraint (i.e. the product of 
the beam extent and numerical aperture is a constant through 
the taper). The taper may be also coupled With a lens. 

The Waveguide depicted in FIGS. 6 & 7 has a shelf or 
ridge 176. The ridge 176 abuts against an edge of the How 
cell top When the Waveguide 164 is functionally associated 
With the How cell (FIG. 4). As shoWn (FIG. 1), the How cell 
top 100 has tWo apertures 178, 180 Which interact With 
registration members (“registration pins”) 182, 184 of a 
second frame cell members (“How cell bottom”) 186 struc 
tured to interact With the How cell top 100 and Waveguide 
164 in order to hold (“sandwich”) the Waveguide in place 
(FIG. 4). 

Laser light preferably enters the receiving lens 166 at 
mean angle 0 (FIG. 8). The mean angle 0 Will typically vary 
dependent upon the type of material used 5 to form the 
Waveguide and the optical properties of the media opposite 
both faces of the Waveguide. When the Waveguide or 
Waveguide layer is made of polystyrene (e.g. NOVOCOR), 
then the mean angle Will generally be less than 32°, e.g. 15° 
to 25°. Typical beam Widths vary from 0.5 to 2.0 mm. 
On the other side of the Waveguide, an outcoupling 188 

interacts With the rear or output lens 168 to ensure that light 
is detected (FIG. 8). The outcoupling 188 may be a single 
photodetector, multiple photodetectors, standard CCD 
(charge-coupled device) or like device. The light passing 
through the Waveguide 164 and received by the outcoupling 
188 is analyZed for quality and/or intensity. Unlike the end 
collection of light described in US. Pat. No. 4,582,809 to 
Block et al. (Apr. 15, 1986), in the present invention, the 
light may be detected at the end of the Waveguide for tWo 
reasons. The ?rst reason is as a quality control measure. The 

light passing through the Waveguide may be measured so 
that the operator of the device knoWs that the biosensor has 
been properly placed in the apparatus and that the light 
source is still Working. Alternatively, the device may be 
con?gured so that a predetermined strength of light must 
?rst be detected at the rear lens 168 before the apparatus Will 
operate, again to ensure that the How cell assembly 
(“biosensor”), generally 190, has been properly placed. The 
second reason for end detection involves calibration of the 
device to ensure that the amount of light travelling through 
the Waveguide is uniform and, if it is not uniform to 
accommodate any differences. The light outcoupled from the 
lens 168 associated With the rear of the Waveguide is 
preferably measured over the Width of the lens to ensure that 
su?icient light is passing through the lens to create detect 
able ?uorescence. 

Preferably, a plastic Waveguide such as that depicted in 
FIGS. 6 & 7 Will be made (e.g. injection-molded) of an 
optical plastic such as polystyrene, polymethylmethacrylate 
(“PMMA”), polycarbonate or equivalent material, and Will 
have a refractive index greater than 1.33 (the index of Water 
being 1.33). The siZe of the Waveguide Will depend on its 
desired use. 

Although the front lens ramp 192 and rear lens ramp 194 
are shoWn in a “concave” or arced position relative to one 
another and the planar portion 170 (FIG. 7), the ramps need 
not angle toWards a common center, and one of the lens 
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8 
ramps could be angled in the opposite direction from the 
plane of the planar portion, and the ramps Would fall in 
roughly parallel planes (not shoWn). 

In another embodiment (not shoWn), the Waveguide 
includes a laminate of layers, one layer serving as a struc 
tural substrate, and the other (e.g. thin ?lm SiON) serving to 
transmit the light, such as those disclosed in International 
Application No. PCT/US96/02662 (International Publica 
tion No. WO 96/26432, published Aug. 29, 1996) to the 
University of Utah Research Foundation. In such an 
embodiment, the structural substrate can be made of a plastic 
such as polystyrene, PMMA, polyvinyl chloride (“PVC”), 
polyimide, polyester, polyurethane, organically modi?ed 
ceramics, polymers of diethylene glycol bisallyl carbonate, 
allyldiglycolcarbonate, polycarbonate, or equivalent mate 
rial. The Waveguide layer is preferably an optical plastic 
such as polystyrene, although it can be made of other 
suitable materials such as TiO2, a mixture of TiO2-SiO2, 
SiO2, ZnO, Nb2O5, Si3N4, Ta2O5, HfO2, or ZrO2. 
Waveguide layers such as TiO2, SiO2, or Si3N4 can be 
deposited by plasma chemical vapor deposition (“PVCD”), 
plasma impulse chemical vapor deposition (“PICVD”) 
process, or the like. 
C. Gasket 
A gasket 162 is preferably seated betWeen Waveguide 164 

and How cell top 100 (FIGS. 4, 5 & 11). A preferred gasket 
162 for use With the Waveguide 164 With integrated lenses 
includes a clear TEFLON layer 196 adhered (eg with the 
use of a suitable glue or double-sided tape, e.g. MACTAC 
No. SB 1154 available from Morgan Adhesives Co. of StoW, 
Ohio, USA) to a silicon rubber gasket 198 shaped to ?t the 
recess of the flow cell top. Alternatively, synthetic resin 
polymers (i.e. TEFLON-like materials) may be used. The 
depicted gasket 162 is con?gured With three internal open 
ings (FIG. 11 and construction lines 200 of FIG. 5) Which 
surround, but do not interact With, the reservoirs 102*106. 
Upon assembly of the biosensor, in the reservoirs 

102*106, the ?rst planar surface 182 of the Waveguide 164 
constitutes a ?oor or ceiling (FIG. 8) of the particular 
reservoir, While the How cell top 100 is formed to constitute 
the ceiling or ?oor and the Walls. The orientation depicted in 
FIG. 8, Wherein the planar surface 172 serves as a ceiling 
and lays level With the earth has been found to be especially 
useful, enhancing the ability of the device to detect the 
presence of target molecules in even Whole blood over a 
shorter period of time (eg ?ve to ten minutes), especially 
With oscillation. HoWever, it is, of course, understood that 
the How cell assembly 190 may be oriented in any position 
(e.g., vertical or any angle). Angling the How cell assembly 
190 assists in removing bubbles or heavy materials aWay 
from the Waveguide 164, if desired. Alternatively, a dye can 
be incorporated into the sample solution for absorbing 
interfering signals. Although the reservoirs 102*106 are here 
shoWn to be generally rectangular in shape, other shapes 
could be used. 
The gasket 162 is preferably made of a semi-rigid mate 

rial having an index of refraction less than that of the 
Waveguide material in the Wavelength range of the ceiling 
light. For best results, it is believed that the index of 
refraction of the gasket material should be as loW as possible 
compared to that of the Waveguide. For a Waveguide made 
of quartz or glass, the index of refraction Would typically be 
from about 1.46 to 1.52, higher for high-lead glass. A 
transparent (non-pigmented) silicon rubber (siloxane 
polymer) With an index of refraction of 1.35*1.43 is a 
presently preferred material for gasket 162. TEFLON or 
TEFLON-type materials such as PTFE 
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(polytetra?uoroethylene) or FEP (?uorinated ethylene 
propylene) have indices of refraction of around l.34*l.35, 
and may also be suitable for use as layer 196. 

The other portion 198 of the gasket may be formed of an 
opaque (e.g. red or black) neoprene or silicon rubber mate 
rial Which is preferably biologically inert although due to the 
metal Walls, it need not be. 
D. The FloW Cell Assembly 
As depicted in FIG. 18, a preferred ?oW cell assembly 190 

according to the invention generally includes a ?oW cell 
portion (generally 200, FIG. 10), gasket 162, and Waveguide 
164. As shoWn in FIG. 10, the ?oW cell portion includes the 
?oW cell top 100, ?oW cell bottom 186, and a ?oW cell stage 
(or “?oW cell platform”) 202. As shoWn in FIG. 8, and as 
more thoroughly described herein, these three components 
of the biosensor 190 are integrated With one another in such 
a manner that excitation light enters the front lens 166 of the 
Waveguide 164, travels through the front lens ramp 192 and 
planar portion 170, and passes out of the rear lens ramp 194 
ad rear lens 168 to the outcoupling 188. 

The ?oW cell assembly can also includes means for 
associating the ?oW cell top 100 Wit the ?oW cell bottom 186 
thus sandWiching the gasket 162 and Waveguide 162 ther 
ebetWeen. The depicted means for doing so are threaded 
clamping bolts 204, 206 Which interact With correspond 
ingly threaded holes 208, 210 in the ?oW cell bottom 186. Of 
course hoWever, equivalent means such as screWs, nuts and 
bolts, clamps, snap ?ts, and the like could alternatively be 
used. 
A Waveguide registration plate 212 is shoWn associated 

With the ?oW cell bottom 186 (FIG. 4). The Waveguide is 
reproducibly positioned between the ?oW cell top and bot 
tom When aligned With the registration plate. Also depicted 
is a 3-channel beam mask 214 having three apertures for 
receiving a light beam. 
E. The Apparatus 
Once the ?oW cell 200, gasket 162 and particular 

Waveguide 164 have been associated With one another, the 
thus formed biosensor 190 may be used in an apparatus for 
performing immunoassays such as ?uoroimmunoassays. As 
depicted in FIG. 8, such an apparatus includes a light source 
216 Which provides a light beam 218 Which is directed by 
means of mirrors 220, 222, 224 to an optical biosensor 190. 
The light source 216 may be an argon laser or laser diode 
capable of emitting at center Wavelengths of betWeen 488 
and 514.5 nm and 600 to about 900 nm (eg 633 nm), 
respectively. 

The embodiment of FIG. 8 further includes a 45° angle 
mirror 226 Which is positioned for assisting in focussing the 
beam 218 onto the input lens 166 of a particular biosensor 
190 if desired. The biosensor 190 has an optical substrate 
With one end 166 positioned to receive light from beams 
218. In the case of a nonintegrated quartz Waveguide, a 
focussing lens 228 is preferably positioned betWeen angle 
mirror 226 and the biosensor 190 for focussing light from 
beam 218 onto the end of the biosensor. Focussing lens 228 
is removable, and is depicted mounted on an X-Y translation 
unit so that its position may be adjusted for best focussing. 
Furthermore, the translation unit can be moved to adjust the 
angle 6 for Waveguides of differing composition. A signi? 
cant portion (in the case of the quartZ Waveguide, the entire 
portion) of the optical substrate 164 is of a generally planar 
shape having tWo planar surfaces spaced by a Width 176 as 
shoWn in FIG. 9, Which is more thoroughly described herein. 

Light detection means, generally 230, are positioned to 
detect ?uorescent light emitted from the biosensor 190. As 
more thoroughly described herein With regard to FIG. 9, the 
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10 
emitted light is re?ective of the concentration of a selected 
analyte in a sample. The light detection means 230 depicted 
in FIG. 8 includes a collection lens 232 positioned to collect 
the emitted ?uorescence from a direction substantially 
orthogonal to the direction of propagation of light 218 
through optical substrate 164. 
The distance 234 betWeen collection lens 232 and optical 

substrate 164 is selected as knoWn to those skilled to 
maximize the collection of light emitted from the region of 
evanescent light penetration While at the same time imaging 
this light onto the face of the photodetector. The light 
collected by collection lens 232 is then sent to detection 
means 230, Which responds by outputting signals re?ective 
of the level of collected ?uorescent light. 

Detection means 230 may be any type of photodetector 
useful to detect light in the Waveguide region spanning the 
Wavelength range of the emitted ?uorescence, as knoWn in 
the art. HoWever, in a preferred embodiment for simulta 
neous multianalyte assays, detection means 230 is an 
imaging-type detector providing direct imaging of each of 
the ?uorescence signal(s) originating in the evanescent Zone 
236 (FIG. 9). In the apparatus of FIG. 8, detection means 
230 is a CCD detector Which produces a signal. Such 
imaging signal collection provides simultaneous measure 
ment of multiple samples in a much simpler Way than a 
system in Which a separate optical element is needed to read 
each Well or patch. The present imaging detection system 
also provides for collection of emitted ?uorescence directly 
from the evanescent Zone 236, rather than via evanescent 
penetration of the ?uoroescence into the Waveguide (FIG. 
9). 

Alternatively, detection means 230 may be a 
photomultiplier, a semiconductor photodiode, or an array of 
such detectors. In embodiments other than a CCD, an array 
is generally preferable to a single detector for some pur 
poses. With an array of small detectors, the user can deter 
mine that the maximum ?uorescence is being detected and 
is not inadvertently missed due to misalignment of the 
collection and detection optics. Optionally, a grating spec 
trograph is coupled to the CCD or other detection means to 
provide spectral analysis of the detected light. In that case, 
means are also provided to integrate the signal function 
around each peak to determine the total collected ?uores 
cence from a sample. Alternatively, in an embodiment for 
use in a setting such as in a testing laboratory, and for Which 
all the parameters of the assay have been standardiZed, the 
spectrograph may be replaced by a ?lter Which passes only 
Wavelengths in the region of tract ?uorescence. 
As is better seen in FIG. 9, optical substrate 164 is 

embodied as a planar portion of a Waveguide having at least 
one planar surface 172 spaced from a second surface 174 by 
a Width 176. At least one surface 174 is disposed in contact 
With a sample solution 238. Capture molecules 240 are 
immobiliZed on the exposed surface 172 of the Waveguide. 
In one embodiment, the sample solution 238 contains a 
plurality of analyte molecules 242 of a selected analyte 
Which also includes tracer molecules 244. The tracer mol 
ecules can be incorporated into the sample solution by, for 
example, admixing them With the sample solution before 
incorporation into the assay or by “drying” the molecules 
onto the Waveguide surface Without actually chemically 
binding them to the surface 172 (or at least not binding them 
permanently as Would be the case When the tracer molecules 
are associated With the surface by use of a Water soluble 
component (eg a soluble sugar that does not interfere With 
the particular interaction betWeen capture and tracer 
molecules)). The capture molecules are chosen or con 












