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(57) ABSTRACT 

We have found an alkaline WareWashing detergent compo 
sition that can contain a critical amount of a nonionic rinse 
agent that When used in automatic WareWashing machines 
permits the use of a potable Water rinse Without the addition 
of a separate rinse agent. Suf?cient residual nonionic sur 
factant from the alkaline detergent remains on the surface 
Ware and internal machine and rack surfaces after Washing 
to promote adequate sheeting in the rinse cycle. The residual 
nonionic surfactant on internal surfaces dissolves in the rinse 
Water to create an effective aqueous rinse agent. The non 
ionic rinse agents can be a single nonionic for both foam 
reduction cleaning and sheeting or can be a blend of non 
ionic materials providing these functions. The detergent can 
be in the form of a particulate, pelletiZed or block solid. The 
detergent can be used in a variety of high temperature and 
loW temperature automatic WareWashing machines includ 
ing large multiZone conveyor machines, or relatively small 
institutional machines that have a single Washing chamber. 

44 Claims, N0 Drawings 
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WAREWASHING SYSTEM CONTAINING 
NONIONIC SURFACTANT THAT PERFORMS 

BOTH A CLEANING AND SHEETING 
FUNCTION AND A METHOD OF 

WAREWASHING 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue speci? 
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions 
made by reissue. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to an institutional or industrial 
WareWashing detergent and to its use in automatic Ware 
Washing machines that operates With a Wash and a rinse 
cycle. The detergent of the invention promotes soil removal 
and rinsing or rinse Water sheeting in Washing and rinsing 
stages, respectively. The detergent can include a cleansing 
source of alkalinity, a rinsing source of nonionic and can 
contain additional ingredients such as surfactants, rinse 
agents, builders, hardness sequestering agents, etc. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A variety of WareWashing detergents have been in com 
mon use in Wash Water solution at high temperature 
(temperature sanitizing) or loW temperature (chemical 
sanitizing) for many years in both institutional and house 
hold automatic WareWashing machines. Such detergents 
have taken the form of a thickened liquid, particulate solid, 
a pellet, aqueous solution or dispersion or in the form of a 
solid block detergent. In institutional WareWashing, such 
particulate, pellet or solid block detergents are dispensed 
using an automatic dispenser that creates an aqueous con 
centrate (i.e.) an aqueous solution or suspension of the 
alkaline detergent using a Water spray. The Water spray 
dissolves a portion of the detergent When needed to for the 
aqueous concentrate. The aqueous concentrate is directed 
into a Washing chamber in the automatic WareWashing 
machine for a Wash cycle. Such detergents have been based 
on a variety of sources of alkalinity including alkali metal 
hydroxide, alkali metal silicate, alkali metal carbonate or 
bicarbonate, etc. 

During the Wash cycle, the organic or inorganic compo 
nents of the aqueous WareWashing detergent effectively 
remove soil from Ware. Detergent additives provide other 
functionality to the detergent such as Water treatment, 
defoaming, etc. After cleaning With the detergent, the Ware 
is commonly rinsed using an aqueous rinse composition 
made through the intentional combination of a rinse agent 
and an aqueous diluent. An aqueous rinse composition 
typically comprises a major proportion of Water and about 
50 to 400 parts of an active rinse agent per million parts of 
the rinse Water. Rinse agents are commonly nonionic sur 
factants that adjust the surface energy of the Ware With 
respect to the Water to promote sheeting and complete rinse 
Water removal. Ware free of rinse Water can then dry Without 
spotting or streaking. In typical detergent processing, the use 
of a Water rinse Without a rinse agent typically produces 
Ware having substantial streaking and spotting caused by 
aqueous residue derived from the rinse remaining on the 
dishes after the rinse cycle ends. 

In an institutional automatic WareWashing machine, rinse 
agents and alkaline detergents are intentionally added sepa 
rately using dispensers designed for either a speci?c rinse 
agent or a detergent. As set forth beloW, rinse agents are 
primarily nonionic surfactant material. Rinse agents are 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

2 
typically a subset of the alkylene oxide polymeric nonionic 
materials and have unique properties that promote sheeting 
action in rinse Water to avoid spotting and streaking. Not all 
nonionic materials are appropriate for rinsing use. Rinse 
agents should change the energy at the interface betWeen the 
Washed Ware and the rinse Water such that the rinse Water is 
removed completely from the surface of the Ware. Such as 
interface energy must be reduced to prevent the adhesion of 
Water droplets to the Washed Ware surface. Further, rinse 
agents should be loW foaming to prevent machine pump 
cavitation caused by high levels of foam. 

Automatic WareWashing machines used in a variety of 
institutional and industrial locations come in a large variety 
of embodiments. The simplest machines are typically 

machines operating at loW temperature (less than 160° having a single tank for aqueous materials used in the Wash 

cycle. Such loW temperature machines typically use a Wash 
ing cycle that uses a Washing solution prepared from an 
alkaline detergent composition. Once the short Washing 
cycle is complete, the Washing liquid is typically dumped 
from the machine and the Ware is rinsed using a rinse cycle. 
The rinse Water is typically maintained in the machine for 
reuse in the next Wash cycle. To create a proper Wash Water 
material, additional detergent is typically dispensed into the 
Water to restore the appropriate concentration of the Washing 
ingredient components. After the Wash to Washing and 
rinsing cycles are complete, the Ware can be contacted With 
the sanitizer material to ensure complete safety. Larger 
multistation high temperature machines (greater than about 
160° C.) are also used in locations having a higher volume 
of Ware cleaning. Such machines typically involve a con 
veyor system in Which individual racks of Ware are moved 
through the multistation machine for a complete Washing 
regimen. Often such Ware racks are prescrubbed to remove 
large gross soils in a preWasher/prescrape stage, the Ware is 
contacted With Water under pressure to remove all large food 
items prior to Washing. In the large rack conveyor systems, 
the Ware and rack are typically exposed to a preWash stage, 
a poWer Wash stage, a poWer rinse stage, a ?nal rinse stage 
and can be exposed to a bloW dryer to complete the 
production of a clean dry dish. PreWash stage is often 
involved contacting the Ware With aqueous streams contain 
ing moderate amounts of cleaner materials to clean or 
prepare soils for removal. In a poWer Wash stage, the Ware 
is contacted With aqueous detergents containing effective 
concentrations of alkaline materials, surfactants and other 
components to completely remove the soils and prepare for 
the poWer Wash stage in the preWash stage. The Ware is then 
often directed to a poWer rinse stage and a ?nal rinse stage. 
In these rinse stages, the alkaline detergent materials are 
rinsed from the dishes and if necessary, the Ware can be 
exposed to a sanitizer rinse. In order to ensure that no 
confusion results from the discussion of the WareWashing 
machines, simple dump and ?ll, single zone dishwashers can 
be operated at both high and loW temperature. Similarly, 
large conveyor systems can also be operated at high or loW 
temperature. These WareWashing machines can also have a 
variety of other elements including conveyor units, drive 
units, storage locations, Waste system disposals, racks, etc. 
Further, the reuse or recycling of rinse Water is also common 
in both high and loW temperature machines. The relatively 
clean rinse Water that remains after rinsing is complete is 
often recycled to a Wash tank for the purpose of creating a 
Wash solution using an alkaline concentrate containing the 
Wash chemicals. 

Rinse agents used in machine rinse cycles have a polymer 
composition that is optimized to provide rinsing properties 
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that have relatively reduced surfactancy, soil removing prop 
erties or other properties common to nonionic materials in 
general. A conventional rinse agent is typically formulated 
as a concentrate in liquid or solid form Which is diluted With 
Water in a rinse aid dispenser to form an aqueous rinse 
composition used in a WareWashing machine rinse cycle to 
ensure that dishes sheet cleanly. The requirement for a 
separate rinse dispenser adds additional expense and com 
plexity to institutional WareWashing machines. This is par 
ticularly true in smaller loW temperature machines having a 
single station that is used for all cycles in a WareWashing 
regimen. In the loW temperature machine, a rinse cycle 
folloWs a Wash cycle and the rinse Water is typically 
retained, combined With detergent and used in the Washing 
cycle. After the Washing cycle is complete the Water is then 
directed to a machine drain. LoW temperature machines are 
typically used in relatively small volume WareWashing loca 
tions. Such locations require relatively simple operating 
machines With minimal moving parts and minimal upkeep 
and maintenance. Larger installations, having conveyor type 
machines that clean a large volume of Ware, often on a 24 
hour a day basis, also have a need for an easily used 
WareWashing machine and WareWashing chemicals. Accord 
ingly a need has existed in this art to reduce the amount of 
chemicals stored and used in WareWashing locations using 
either a relatively simple loW temp machine or a relatively 
complex high temp conveyor-type machine. 

BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE INVENTION 

We have found that institutional or industrial WareWash 
ing detergents adapted for use in automatic WareWashing 
machines can be formulated With a critical amount of a rinse 

agent composition in the WareWashing formulation, to pro 
vide sheeting and rinsing in a subsequent potable Water rinse 
cycle. In this rinse cycle nonionic rinse agents are inten 
tionally omitted from the aqueous rinse composition. 
Residual nonionic surfactants left on the Ware, rack and 
machine surfaces dissolve in the rinse Water to promote rinse 
sheeting. This detergent is adapted primarily for use in a 
machine that uses no separate rinse aid or dispenser. 
HoWever, the detergent can be used With a typical aqueous 
rinse composition. Surprisingly, We have found that above 
the critical concentration of rinse agent in the WareWashing 
detergent, a sufficient quantity of rinse agent material to 
cause rinse sheeting carries over on the Wet dishes, rack and 
on the machine internal Working parts, after the cleaning 
cycle is complete. The residual rinse aid can promote 
adequate sheeting in the potable Water rinse cycle to sub 
stantially remove rinse Water from the dishes leaving the 
dishes substantially spot-free. The potable Water rinse is 
typically formulated With no intentionally added rinse agent. 
The use of such a detergent rinse agent combination permits 
operators to avoid the complexity or expense of both a 
separate rinse agent dispenser and purchasing rinse agent, if 
desired. The resulting operations are surprisingly ef?cient, 
produce clean, spot and streak-free dishes and can reduce 
both personnel and materials costs. In addition, the high 
surfactant level in the Wash cycle enhances the removal of 
greasy soils Which in turn creates a surface Which is easier 
to rinse sheet and dry free of ?lms and spots. 

Typical useful rinse agents are the poly (loWer alkylene 
oxide) polymers that are usually prepared by the condensa 
tion of loWer (2—4 carbon atoms) alkylene oxide monomer 
(s) that have rinsing or sheeting activity. For example, 
ethylene oxide or propylene oxide (With enough ethylene 
oxide to make a Water soluble or dispersible product), can be 
condensed With a compound having a hydrophobic hydro 
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carbon chain and containing one or more active hydrogen 
atoms such as a higher alkyl phenol, higher fatty acids, 
higher fatty amines, higher fatty polyols and alcohols and in 
some cases higher fatty mercaptans. Such compounds 
include fatty alcohols having 8—20 carbon atoms in an alkyl 
or aliphatic chain, an alkoxylate (preferably ethoxylate) With 
an average of about 1 to 100, preferably 5 to 20 With 2 to 25, 
5 to 20 loWer alkylene oxide moieties. Preferred nonionic 
materials are those represented by the formula: 

Wherein R is the aliphatic or alkyl saturated residue having 
5 to 100 carbon atoms and n is a number from 5 to 25. 
The aqueous cleaning composition comprising a major 

proportion of an aqueous diluent and about 250 to 3000 and 
typically 800 to 1800 parts by Weight of an alkaline Ware 
Washing detergent per each one million parts of the aqueous 
diluent. The detergent includes about 0.1 to 60 Wt-% of a 
source of alkalinity, and at least about 30 Wt-% of nonionic 
surfactant having at least one block segment comprising 
-(AO)x- Where AO represents an oxyalkylene moiety and x 
is a number of about 1 to 100. 
Morganson et al., US. Pat. No. 5,080,819 and Gansser, 

US. Pat. No. 4,753,755, teach an alkaline solid block 
detergent containing a small, but effective amount of a 
nonionic surfactant to aid in soil removal at typical Ware 
Washing temperatures. Morganson et al. teach that aqueous 
Washing solutions containing alkaline materials such as 
carbonates, silicates, etc. often fail to clean completely at 
loW temperatures. The nonionic surfactant in these systems 
provide extra soil removal properties. Gansser, US. Pat. No. 
4,753,755 teaches broadly a WareWashing detergent having 
from 10—90 Wt % of a nonionic material. Neither Gansser 
nor Morganson et al. indicate that a rinse agent nonionic can 
be added to a loW alkaline cast solid to act as a rinse agent 
nor does Gansser or Morganson et al. teach any particular 
utility for such a rinse aid material in a solid detergent. 
Nonionic materials adapted for detergent purposes are typi 
cally different than rinse agent materials. 

Conventional alkaline detergents are disclosed in Fern 
holZ et al., US. Pat. Nos. 4,569,780 and 4,569,781; Heile et 
al., US. Pat. Nos. 4,595,520 and 4,680,134; Olson et al., 
US. Pat. No. 4,681,914; Gansser, US. Pat. No. 4,753,755; 
Copeland, US. Pat. No. 4,725,376; Lokkesmoe et al., US. 
Pat. No. 4,793,942; Killa, US. Pat. No. 4,846,989; Lentsch 
et al., US. Pat. No. 4,861,518; Morganson et al., US. Pat. 
No. 5,080,819; and Gladfelter et al., US. Pat. No. 5,316, 
688. 

Conventional rinse agents are disclosed in Copeland, US. 
Pat. No. 4,594,175; Morganson et al., US. Pat. No. 4,624, 
713; Copeland, US. Pat. No. 4,711,738; Gladfelter et al., 
US. Pat. No. 5,358,653; Steindorf, US. Pat. No. 5,447,648; 
Copeland et al., US. Pat. No. 4,938,893; and also see 
MiZuno et al., US. Pat. No. 3,166,513; Sabatelli et al., US. 
Pat. No. 3,535,258; Sabatelli et al., US. Pat. No. 3,579,455; 
MiZuno et al., US. Pat. No. 3,700,599 and Copeland et al., 
US. Pat. No. 3,899,436. Dispensers for creating an aqueous 
rinse by combining diluent Water With a rinse agent are 
shoWn in (eg) FernholZ, US. Pat. No. 5,320,118; Copeland, 
US. Pat. No. 4,690,305; Copeland, US. Pat. No. 4,687,121; 
Copeland et al., US. Pat. No. 4,826,661; and Copeland, US. 
Pat. No. 4,999,124. 

DETAILED DISCUSSION OF THE INVENTION 

In the novel method of the invention, Ware is cleaned at 
a cleaning station in an automatic WareWashing machine 
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using an WareWashing detergent containing at least about 
20% by Weight of a combination of detergent and rinse 
agent. The alkaline detergent materials of the invention can 
contain about 20 to 40 Wt %, preferably about 25 to 30 Wt 
% of the rinse agent composition of the invention. This 
amount of rinse agent ensures that the detergent composition 
contains sufficient source of alkalinity and other components 
to adequately clean the dishes While leaving a sufficient 
concentration of a rinse agent residue on the layer and the 
internal structures of the machine including rack and Ware, 
spray arms, Walls, etc. to promote rinsing or sheeting in the 
potable Water rinse cycle. At the end of the Wash cycle, the 
Ware and the Washing machine interior have an aqueous 
residue derived from the aqueous Washing solution made 
from the detergent. The aqueous residue contains sufficient 
rinse agent to ensure completely or substantially complete 
rinsing in a potable Water rinse cycle free of intentionally 
added rinse agent. The resulting dishes are clean and sub 
stantially free of the spotting or streaking of alkaline residue 
Which is typically a result of poor rinsing or sheeting action. 
In the method of the invention no rinse agent is intentionally 
added to the rinse Water to form an aqueous rinsing corn 
position. All sheeting action arises from the nonionic sur 
factant carryover from the Washing cycle. 

Rinse Agent 

Rinse agents cornprise nonionic materials which carry no 
discrete charge When dissolved or suspended in aqueous 
media. The hydrophilicity in a rinse agent is provided by 
hydrogen bonding With water molecules. Oxygen atoms and 
hydroxyl groups readily form strong hydrogen bonds. Such 
hydrogen bonding can provided a dispersion or solubiliZa 
tion of the material in neutral or alkaline rnedia. Rinse agent 
active rnaterials fall Within a number of Well understood 
rnolecular classes including polyoxyethylene(ethoxylate) 
surfactants, carboxylic acid ester surfactants, carboxylic 
acid arnide surfactants, hydrophobically substituted oxy 
alkylene surfactants and polyalkylene oxide block copoly 
rners. All nonionic rinse agents typically have at least one 
block segrnent cornprising -(AO)x-, Wherein AO represents 
an oxyalkylene moiety and X is a number of about 1 to about 
100. Preferably, AO represents either an ethylene oxide 
rnoiety or a propylene oxide rnoiety. A hornopolyrner poly 
ethylene oxide or a hornopolyrner polypropylene oxide have 
little or no surfactant properties. The -(AO)x- block must be 
attached to a functional group differing in hydrophilicity (or 
hydrophobicity) to obtain rinsing or sheeting properties. A 
number of polyethoxy substituted surfactants are knoWn 
including ethoxylated aliphatic alcohols, ethoxylated alkyl 
phenols, ethoxylated carboxylic acid and carboxylic acid 
esters, ethoxylated fatty acid arnides and others. Such sur 
factants can be manufactured in a loW foarning rinse agent 
active form. The preferred rinse agent for the purposes of 
this invention comprises a polyalkylene oxide block copoly 
rner. Such copolyrners are derive from higher alkylene 
oxides, such as ethylene oxide, propylene oxide, butylene 
oxide, styrene oxide, etc. Such block copolyrners typically 
contain a polyethylene oxide block Which is relatively 
hydrophilic combined with another polyalkylene oxide 
block Which is typically hydrophobic resulting in surfactant 
properties. Preferred surfactants include those surfactants 
that can remove proteinaceous and greasy soil in combina 
tion With rinsing capability. Preferred surfactants are loW 
foarning surfactants that obtain grease removal and rinse aid 
properties. 

Certain types of polyoxypropylene-polyoxyethylene 
block copolyrner surfactants have been found to be particu 
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6 
larly useful. Those surfactants comprising a center block of 
polyoxypropylene units (PO), and having a block of poly 
oxyethylene (EO) units to each side of the center PO block, 
are generally useful in the context of this invention, particu 
larly Where the average molecular Weight ranges from about 
900 to 14,000, and the percent of Weight EO ranges from 
about 10 to 80. These types of surfactants are sold commer 
cially as “Pluronics” by the BASF Wyandotte Corporation, 
and are available under other trademarks from other chemi 
cal suppliers. 

Also useful in the context of this invention are surfactants 
having a center block of polyoxyethylene units, With end 
blocks of polyoxypropylene units. These types of surfactants 
are knoWn as “Reverse Pluronics”, also available from 
Wyandotte. 

In addition, hydrophobically rnodi?ed pluronic and 
reverse pluronic surfactants can be employed; Where, a 
rnodifying group (R) such as a methyl ethyl propyl butyl 
benZyl, etc. may be capping the terminal oxy alkaline group; 
e.g., R-(EO)n-(PO)m-(EO)n-R. 

Alcohol and alkyl aryl ethoxylates having EO and PO 
blocks can also be useful in the context of this invention. 
Straight chain prirnarily aliphatic alcohol ethoxylates can be 
particularly useful since the stereo chemistry of these corn 
pounds can perrnit occlusion by urea, and they can provide 
effective sheeting action. Such ethoxylates are available 
from several sources, including BASF Wyandotte Where 
they are knoWn as “Plurafac” surfactants. Aparticular group 
of alcohol ethoxylates found to be useful are those having 
the general formula R-(EO)m-(PO)n, Where In is an integer 
around 5, eg 2—7, and n is an integer around 13, eg 10—16. 
R can be any suitable radical, such as a straight chain alkyl 
group having from about 8 to 18 carbon atoms. Additionally, 
hydrophobically rnodi?ed alcohol ethoxylates alkyl aryl 
alkyl ethoxylates and alkyl-aryl-ethoxylates are described in 
the current Work; for example, R-(EO)m-R‘ Where R‘ is a 
C1_1O alkyl or benZyl and R is a C8_18 alkyl; and R“-aryl 
Wherein R“ is a C8_12 alkyl. 

Nonionic cornpounds useful in the invention include; 
alcohol ethoxylates comprising the formula segrnent: 

Where E0 is an oxyethylene moiety and x is 1—100; benZyl 
capped alcohol ethoxylates comprising the formula: 

Where E0 is an oxyethylene rnoiety. B2 is benZyl and x is 
1—100 and preferably 2—25; nonionic block polyrneric sur 
factants having the formula: 

Where PO is oxypropylene, E0 is oxyethylene, x and y are 
independently 1—100; and nonionic block polyrneric surfac 
tants having the formula: 

Where PO is oxypropylene, E0 is oxyethylene and x, y and 
Z are independently about 1—100, preferably the (PO)Z 
rnoiety comprises a heteric block comprising a propylene 
glycol residue, about 1—5 rnoles EO and about 20—30 rnoles 
PO. 

Another cornpound found to be useful is a surfactant 
having the formula: 
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wherein m is independently an integer from about 18—22, 
preferably 20, and the surfactant has a molecular Weight of 
from about 2,000 to 3,000, preferably about 2,500, a percent 
E0 of about 36 to 44, preferably about 40, and Where R is 
a straight chain alkyl group having from about 8 to 18 
carbon atoms. One of the preferred materials is a block 
copolymer of the structure 

Where m is independently an integer from 1—3 and at each 
occurrence of n, independently, n is an integer from 17—27, 
and EOPO represents a random or heteric mixture of EO and 
PO units at a ratio of E0 to PO of from about 6:100 to 9:100. 
Most preferably, the copolymer Will be of the structure 

Where EOPO represents a random or heteric mixture of EO 
and PO units are a ratio of E0 to PO of about 7:93. The 
preferred compound has an average molecular Weight of 
betWeen about 3,500—5,500, preferably about 4,500, and a 
Weight percent of E0 of about 25—35%, preferably about 
30%. 

Another preferred material comprises a surfactant having 
the formula 

Wherein m is an integer from about 18—22, preferably 20, 
and the surfactant has a molecular Weight of from about 
2,000 to 3,000, preferably about 2,500, a percent E0 of 
about 36 to 44, preferably about 40, and Where R is a straight 
chain alkyl group having from about 8 to 18 carbon atoms. 
More preferably, the components Will be present in amounts 
of from 45 to 50%, 2 to 4%, and 45 to 50%, respectively. 

Source of Alkalinity 

In order to provide an alkaline pH, the composition 
comprises an alkalinity source. Generally, the alkalinity 
source raises the pH of the composition to at least 10.0 in a 
1 Wt % aqueous solution and generally to a range of from 
about 10.0 to 14, preferably from about 10.5 to 13, and most 
preferably from about 11.0 to 12.5. 

This higher pH increases the efficacy of the soil removal 
and sediment breakdoWn When the chemical is placed in use 
and further facilitates the rapid dispersions of soils. The 
general character of the alkalinity source is limited only to 
those chemical compositions Which have a greater solubility. 
That is, the alkalinity source should not contribute metal 
ions Which promote the formation of precipitates or ?lm 
salts. Exemplary alkalinity sources are alkali metal carbon 
ate and bicarbonate compositions. The major source of 
inorganic alkalinity and inorganic detergency resides With 
the sodium or potassium carbonate or bicarbonate detergent 
materials. These materials are preferred because they have 
sufficient detergency to clean Ware in the WareWashing 
machines but also are easily rinsed. We have found that in 
certain instances detergents containing a major proportion of 
sodium hydroxide, sodium silicate or other stronger alkaline 
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8 
detergents can be rinse resistant. HoWever, even in compo 
sitions of the invention based on sodium or potassium 
carbonate materials, the compositions can contain some 
small amount of sodium hydroxide for pH adjustment, some 
small proportion of a silicate composition for aluminum 
protection or other source of alkalinity. Such source of 
alkalinity is present in the composition at a concentration of 
about 0.1 to 35 Wt % based on the particulate or solid block 
composition. The alkali metal carbonates Which may be used 
in the invention include sodium carbonate, potassium 
carbonate, sodium or potassium bicarbonate or sodium or 
potassium bicarbonate, among others. The preferred alka 
linity source for this invention is sodium carbonate also 
knoWn as soda ash. Carbonates used in this invention are 
used in the composition of the invention at a proportion of 
about 25 to 50 Wt % and more preferably about 25 to 40 Wt 
%. 

In order to treat or soften Water and to prevent the 
formation of precipitates or other salts, the composition of 
the present invention generally comprises builders, chelating 
agents or sequestrants. 

A builder is typically a material that enhances or main 
tains the cleaning efficiency of a detergent composition. 
Several types of compounds With different performance 
capabilities are used. Builders have a number of functions, 
principally inactivation of Water hardness accomplished by 
sequestration or by ion exchange. Complex phosphates are 
common sequestrant builders. Sodium aluminum silicate is 
an ion exchange builder. Another function of builders are to 
supply alkalinity to a detergent formulation, especially for 
cleaning acid soils, to provide buffering to maintain alka 
linity at an effective level to aid in keeping removed soil 
from redepositing during Washing into emulsi?ed oil and 
greasy soils. Detergent builders are Well understood 
materials, commonly available for use in these aqueous 
WareWashing detergents. 

Generally, sequestrants are those molecules capable of 
coordinating the metal ions commonly found in service 
Water and thereby preventing the metal ions from interfering 
With the functioning of detersive components Within the 
composition. The number of covalent bonds capable of 
being formed by a sequestrant upon a single hardness ion is 
re?ected by labeling the sequestrant as bidentate (2), triden 
tate (3), tetradentate (4), etc. Any number of sequestrants 
may be used in accordance With the invention. Representa 
tive sequestrants include salts of amino carboxylic acids, 
phosphonic acid salts, Water soluble acrylic polymers, 
among others. 

Suitable amino carboxylic acid chelating agents include 
N-hydroxyethyliminodiacetic acid, nitrilotriacetic acid 
(NTA), ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA), 
N-hydroxyethyl-ethylenediaminetriacetic acid (HEDTA), 
and dimethylenetriaminepentaacetic acid (DTPA). When 
used, these amino carboxylic acids are generally present in 
concentrations ranging from about 1 Wt % to 25 Wt %, 
preferably from about 5 Wt % to 20 Wt %, and most 
preferably from about 10 Wt % to 15 Wt %. 

Other suitable sequestrants include Water soluble acrylic 
polymers used to condition the Wash solutions under end use 
conditions. Such polymers include polyacrylic acid, poly 
methacrylic acid, acrylic acid-methacrylic acid copolymers, 
hydrolyZed polyacrylamide, hydrolyZed methacrylamide, 
hydrolyZed acrylamide-methacrylamide copolymers, hydro 
lyZed polyacrylonitrile, hydrolyZed polymethacrylonitrile, 
hydrolyZed acrylonitrile methacrylonitrile copolymers, or 
mixtures thereof. Water soluble salts or partial salts of these 
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polymers such as their respective alkali metal (for example, 
sodium or potassium) or ammonium salts can also be used. 

The Weight average molecular Weight (MW) of the poly 
mers is from about 4000 to about 12,000. Preferred poly 
mers include polyacrylic acid, the partial sodium salts of 
polyacrylic acid or sodium polyacrylate having an average 
molecular Weight Within the range of 4000 to 8000. These 
acrylic polymers are generally useful in concentrations 
ranging from about 0.5 Wt % to 20 Wt %, preferably from 
about 1 to 10, and most preferably from about 1 to 5. 

Also useful as sequestrants phosphonate compositions 
such as phosphonic acids and phosphonic acid salts. Such 
useful phosphonic acids include, mono, di, tri and tetraphos 
phonic acids Which can also contain groups capable of 
forming anions under alkaline conditions such as carboxy, 
hydroxy, thio and the like. Among these are phosphonic 
acids having the formula 

Wherein R1 may be -[(loWer)alkylene]N[CH2_PO3H2]2 or a 
third (C2PO3H2) moiety; and Wherein R1 is selected from 
the group consisting of C1—C6 alkyl. 

The phosphonic acid may also comprise a loW molecular 
Weight phosphonopolycarboxylic acid such as one having 
about 2—4 carboxylic acid moieties and about 1—3 phospho 
nic acid groups. Such acids include 1-phosphono-1 
methylsuccinic acid, phosphonosuccinic acid and 
2-phosphonobutane-1,2,4-tricarboxylic acid. 
When used as a sequestrant in the invention, phosphonic 

acids or salts are present in a concentration ranging from 
about 0.25 Wt % to 15 Wt %, preferably from about 1 to 10, 
and most preferably from about 1 to 5. 

The invention can also comprise a solidifying agent When 
used in solid block product format. Generally, any agent or 
combination of agents Which provides a requisite degree of 
solidi?cation and aqueous solubility may be used With the 
invention. A solidi?cation agent may be selected from any 
organic or inorganic compound Which imparts a solid char 
acter and/or controls the soluble character of the present 
composition When placed in an aqueous environment. The 
solidifying agent may provide for controlled dispensing by 
using solidi?cation agents Which have a relative aqueous 
solubility. For systems Which require less aqueous solubility 
or a sloWer rate of dissolution an organic nonionic or amide 
hardening agent may be appropriate. For a higher degree of 
aqueous solubility, an inorganic solidi?cation agent or a 
more soluble organic agent such as urea can be used. 

Compositions Which may be used With the present inven 
tion to vary hardness and solubility include amides such as 
stearic monoethanolamide, lauric diethanolamide, and 
stearic diethanolamide. 

Normally solid polyalkylene oxide polymers and related 
nonionic surfactants have also been found to impart varying 
degrees of hardness and solubility. Nonionics useful in this 
invention include normally solid nonylphenol ethoxylates, 
linear alkyl alcohol ethoxylates, ethylene oxide/propylene 
oxide block copolymers. 

Nonionic compositions are listed at length in McCutchins, 
Detergents and Emulsi?ers, 1973 Annual and in Surface 
Active Agents, Vol. 2, by SchWartZ, Perry and Burch, 
Interscience Publishers, 1958 and in Kirk-Othmer Concise 
Encyclopedia of Chemical Technology, 1985 at pp. 
1143—1144. 
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10 
Particularly desirable as hardeners are those Which are 

solid at room temperature and have an inherently reduced 
aqueous solubility as a result of the combination With the 
coupling agent. 

Other surfactants Which may be used as solidifying agents 
include anionic surfactants Which have high melting points 
to provide a solid at the temperature of application. Anionic 
surfactants Which have been found most useful include 
linear alkyl benZene sulfonate surfactants, alcohol sulfates, 
alcohol ether sulfates, and alpha ole?n sulfonates. Generally, 
linear alkyl benZene sulfonates are preferred for reasons of 
cost and ef?ciency. Amphoteric or ZWitterionic surfactants 
are also useful in providing detergency, emulsi?cation, 
Wetting and conditioning properties. Representative ampho 
teric surfactants include N-coco-3-aminopropionic acid and 
acid salts, N-talloW-3-iminodiproprionate salts. As Well as 
N-lauryl-3-iminodiproprionate disodium salt, 
N-carboxymethyl-N-cocoalkyl-N-dimethylammonium 
hydroxide, N-carboxymethyl-N-dimethyl-N-(9 
octadecenyl)ammonium hydroxide, (1-carboxyheptadecyl) 
trimethylammonium hydroxide, (1-carboxyundecyl) trim 
ethylammonium hydroxide, N-cocoamidoethyl-N 
hydroxyethylglycine sodium salt, N-hydroxyethyl-N 
stearamidoglycine sodium salt, N-hydroxyethyl-N 
lauramido-[3-alanine sodium salt, N-cocoamido-N 
hydroxyethyl-[3-alanine sodium salt, as Well as mixed 
alcyclic amines, and their ethoxylated and sulfated sodium 
salts, 2-alkyl-1-carboxymethyl-1-hydroxyethyl-2 
imidaZolinium hydroxide sodium salt or free acid Wherein 
the alkyl group may be nonyl, undecyl, or heptadecyl. Also 
useful are 1,1-bis(carboxymethyl)-2-undecyl-2 
imidaZolinium hydroxide disodium salt and oleic acid 
ethylenediamine condensate, propoxylated and sulfated 
sodium salt. Amine oxide amphoteric surfactants are also 
useful. This list is by no means exclusive or limiting. 

Other compositions Which may be used as hardening 
agents With the composition of the invention include urea, 
also knoWn as carbamide, and starches Which have been 
made Water soluble through an acid or alkaline treatment. 
Also useful are various inorganics Which either impart 
solidifying properties to the present composition and can be 
processed into pressed tablets for carrying the alkaline agent. 
Such inorganic agents include calcium carbonate, sodium 
sulfate, sodium bisulfate, alkali metal phosphates, anhy 
drous sodium acetate and other knoWn hydratable com 
pounds. 

Solidifying agents may be used in concentrations Which 
promote solubility and the requisite structural integrity for 
the given application. Generally, the concentration of solidi 
fying agent ranges from about 0.1 Wt % to 30 Wt %, 
preferably from about 10 Wt % to 25 Wt %, and most 
preferably from about 15 Wt % to 20 Wt %. 

The article of this invention may also comprise any 
number of formulatory or application based adjuvants such 
as sanitiZers, bleaches, colorants, fragrances, etc. 
The detergent composition of the invention may also 

comprise a beaching source. Bleaches suitable for use in the 
detergent composition include any of the Well knoWn 
bleaching agents capable of removing stains from such 
substrates as dishes, ?atWare, pots and pans, textiles, 
countertops, appliances, ?ooring, etc. Without signi?cantly 
damaging the substrate. These compounds are also capable 
of providing disinfecting and sanitiZing antimicrobial ef? 
cacy in certain applications. Preferred bleaches include 
encapsulated bleaches Which prevent reaction betWeen the 
bleach and the nonionic or other organic components. A 
nonlimiting list of bleaches include hypochlorites, chlorites, 
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chlorinated phosphates, chloroisocyanates, chloroamines, 
etc.; and peroxide compounds such as hydrogen peroxide, 
perborates, percarbonates, etc. 

Preferred bleaches include those encapsulated bleaches 
Which liberate an active halogen species such as Cl, Br, 
OCl', or OBr' under conditions normally encountered in 
typical cleaning processes. Most preferably, the bleaching 
agent releases Cl- or OCl'. A nonlimiting list of useful 
chlorine releasing bleaches includes sodium hypochlorite, 
calcium hypochloride, lithium hypochloride, chlorinated 
trisodiumphosphate, sodium dichloroisocyanurate, chlori 
nated trisodium phosphate, sodium dichloroisocyanurate, 
potassium dichloroisocyanurate, pentaisocyanurate, 
trichloromelamine, sulfondichloroamide, 1,3-dichloro 5,5 
dimethyl hydantoin, N-chlorosuccinimide, N,N‘ 
dichloroaZodicarbonimide, N,N‘-chloroacetylurea, N,N‘ 
dichlorobiuret, trichlorocyanuric acid and hydrates thereof. 
Because of their higher activity and higher bleaching ef? 
cacies the most preferred bleaching agents are the alkaline 
metal salts of dichloroisocyanurates and the hydrates 
thereof. Generally, When present, the actual concentration of 
bleach source or agent (in Wt % active) may comprise about 
0.5 to 20 Wt %, preferably about 1 to 10 Wt %, and most 
preferably from about 2 to 8 Wt % of the composition. 

The composition of the invention may also comprise a 
defoaming surfactant useful in WareWashing compositions. 
A defoamer is a chemical compound With a hydrophobe 
hydrophile balance suitable for reducing the stability of 
protein foam. The hydrophobicity can be provided by an 
oleophilic portion of the molecule. For example, an aromatic 
alkyl or alkyl group, an oxypropylene unit or oxypropylene 
chain, or other oxyalkylene functional groups other than 
oxyethylene provide this hydrophobic character. The hydro 
philicity can be provided by oxyethylene units, chains, 
blocks and/or ester groups. For example, organophosphate 
esters, salt type groups or salt forming groups all provide 
hydrophilicity Within a defoaming agent. 

Typically, defoamers are nonionic organic surface active 
polymers having hydrophobic groups, blocks or chains and 
hydrophilic ester groups, blocks, units or chains. HoWever, 
anionic, cationic and amphoteric defoamers are also knoWn. 
Certain phosphate esters are also suitable for use as defoam 
ing agents. For example, esters of the formula 

Wherein n is a number ranging from 1 to about 60, typically 
less than 10 for cyclic phosphates, M is an alkali metal and 
R is an organic group or M, With at least one R being an 
organic group such as an oxyalkylene chain. Suitable 
defoaming surfactants include ethylene oxide/propylene 
oxide blocked nonionic surfactants, ?uorocarbons and alky 
lated phosphate esters. When present defoaming agents may 
be present in a concentration ranging from about 0.1 Wt % 
to 10 Wt %, preferably from about 0.5 Wt % to 6 Wt % and 
most preferably from about 1 Wt % to 4 Wt % of the 
composition. 

Compositional Form and Shape 

The alkaline chemical compositions used in the claimed 
article may take any number of forms including particulate 
or granular, agglomerate, compressed, extruded solid or cast 
solid. Granular solids may include any particle solids rang 
ing in diameter from a feW microns or millimeters in 
diameter to about one inch in diameter and preferably up to 
0.25 inch or less. These granular solids may be formed 
through any variety of blending or particle forming means 
knoWn to those of skill in the art. 
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Compressed solids include solids formed by processes 

such as extrusion, tableting, pelletiZing and the like knoWn 
to those of skill in the art. Compressed solids may range in 
diameter from fractions of inches or greater and preferably 
up to about 2 inches in diameter. Cast solids are materials 
Which are cast by processes knoWn to those of skill in the art. 
Cast solids generally comprise a single mass of chemical 
agent ranging in diameter from about 4 inches to 12 inches, 
and most preferably from about 6 inches to 8 inches, 
Weighing about 0.25 to 10 kilograms, for reasons of 
economy in use. 

Solids used in the invention may be homogeneous or 
nonhomogeneous. Homogeneous indicates that the solid 
mass has an even and uniform chemical and physical 
mixture of constituents. Nonhomogeneous indicates that the 
solid mass may have an uneven or nonuniform chemical or 

physical makeup. For example, a nonhomogeneous mass 
comprises a solid detergent cleaner containing a nonionic 
surfactant and encapsulated chlorine granules. The incom 
patibility of the nonionic surfactant and the chlorine gener 
ally necessitate the encapsulation of the chlorine Which, 
When mixed in the solid, constitute granules or encapsulates 
of different chemical composition and physical siZe than the 
solid mass in general. 
The physical form of the cast and compressed solids may 

take any general form that can be dispensed manually or 
through mechanical or electromechanical machines includ 
ing block, pellet, or granule. If in block form, the invention 
may take any variety of shapes including cylindrical, 
conical, cubed or square, hexagonal and the like. The 
compressed or cast solid blocks may take the form of a 
cylinder. Generally, the cylinder may be regular in shape or 
irregular in shape. 

Solid Block Coatings 
The solid block detergents of the invention can be manu 

factured With a soluble coating to enhance handlability and 
humidity resistance. Preferably the coating stabiliZes the 
detergent block such that the detergent can resist the effects 
of environmental humidity Which can soften or solubiliZe 

the detergent components. At room temperature (70°—75° and about 50—80% relative humidity, the coated detergent 

mass needs little or no Water, preferably gains less than 
about 5 grams of Water per 100 grams of detergent measured 
over a 30 day period. Coatings that can be used in the 
manufacture of the detergent articles of the invention com 
prise both soluble and insoluble organic materials that can 
form an integral coating on the surface of the detergent 
block. The coating typically comprises a continuous layer 
covering substantially the entire detergent mass having a 
thickness of about 0.1 to 10 millimeters. Coatings that can 
be used to manufacture the detergent block articles of the 
invention are those coatings Which are chemically stable to 
the chemical constituents of the detergent mass and can be 
dissolved or dispersed in an aqueous dispenser using a Water 
spray. Both Water soluble and Water insoluble components 
can be used to manufacture the coatings of the invention. 
The coatings can be introduced onto a detergent mass using 
conventional coating techniques such as coextrusion, spray 
coating, curtain coating, immersion coating, surface mold 
ing and others. A combination of processes can be used to 
prepare multilayer coatings for speci?c end uses. The coat 
ing compositions can comprise materials that are applied in 
the form of liquids, particulates or molten compositions. 
Examples of aqueous dispersions that can be used include 
dispersions of ?lm forming polymers such as ethylene vinyl 
acetates, acrylates, ABS resins, etc. Coatings can also be 
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applied in the form of an aqueous solution of materials, such 
solutions can include soluble surfactants, soluble cellulosic 
derivative materials, soluble salts, etc. Examples of such 
materials include polyethylene glycols (polyethylene oxide 
polymers), polyethylene oxide, polypropylene oxide, E0 or 
PO block copolymers, polyacrylic acid, etc. 

The coatings of the invention can be applied in the form 
of a melt coating. Such materials are commonly substan 
tially organic compositions having a melting point greater 
than about 30° C., preferably betWeen 35°—100° C. The 
coatings have a melt viscosity that can obtain a continuous 
uniform coating at about uniform coating temperatures. 
Such barrier coatings can include thermoplastic Waxy mate 
rials including loW molecular Weight polyethylene Waxes, 
petroleum Waxes, paraf?n Waxes, microcrystalline Waxes, 
synthetic Waxes, hydrogenated animal or vegetable fats or 
oils, fatty acid derivatives including fatty acid amides, 
preferred coating materials for use in the melt coating 
invention include hydrogenated and non-hydrogenated coco 
fatty acids. Similar stearic acids, hydrogenated and non 
hydrogenated fatty acid monoethanol amides, paraf?n Wax, 
polyethanol glycols having a molecular Weight ranging from 
about 1000 to about 10,000, pluronic block copolymers and 
others. 

The Polymeric Films 
The alkaline cleaning article of the present invention can 

optionally also comprise a continuous polymeric ?lm or 
Wrapper. The ?lms of the invention have at least three 
general functions or properties. First, the disclosed ?lms 
remain stable even though used With highly alkaline chemi 
cal compositions. In this instance, stability means that the 
?lms Will not chemically or mechanically degrade or erode 
over time When placed in storage even though in contact 
With highly alkaline solid materials. Further, the ?lm must 
remain aqueous soluble or dispersible after extended contact 
With alkaline chemicals. 
An additional function of the polymeric ?lm of the 

present invention is strength. Speci?cally, ?lms used in 
accordance With the invention must have suf?cient tensile 
strength to alloW their use in the packaging of solid block, 
granular, compressed or pelletiZed chemical agents. The 
polymeric ?lms of the invention should have suf?cient 
strength to alloW storage and transport after packaging so 
that the alkaline chemical agent is contained Within a 
package of adequate structural integrity. 

The ?lms of the present invention preferably provide 
enough tolerance to humid, temperate environments to pre 
vent degradation of the ?lm exposure of the highly alkaline 
material to packagers, transporters, or operators in the use of 
the chemical composition. Yet the ?lms remain soluble or 
dispersible When exposed to Water of the appropriate tem 
perature. 

Keeping these general functions in mind, any aqueous 
soluble or dispersible polymeric ?lm may be used Which 
provided adequate stability, strength, and aqueous tolerance 
in accordance With this invention. HoWever, certain vinyl 
monomers, polymers, copolymers, and polymeric mixtures 
have been found especially preferable including vinyl alco 
hol polymers, polymers resulting from alpha, beta unsatur 
ated carboxylic acid monomers, polymers resulting from 
alkyl or aliphatic esters of alpha, beta unsaturated carboxylic 
ester monomers, oxyalkylene polymers and copolymers. 

WareWashing Methods of the Invention 

The compositions of the invention can be preferably used 
in WareWashing machines called “loW temp” machines 
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Which are commonly relatively simple machines. The com 
positions of the invention are Well adapted for loW temp 
machine applications. Conventional loW temp machines 
have additional rinse/surfactant carryover due to machine 
dynamics (e.g., ?ush cycle). In high temperature 
applications, the carryover comes only from residual deter 
gent “trapped” on or coating the Ware racks. In the machine 
a single Wash station is used for all machine cycles. Such 
machines can obtain a prescrape step for removal of large 
residue, a scraping step for the removal of large and small 
mechanically removable debris, a Washing step involving 
contacting the Ware With an aqueous solution containing an 
effective concentration of the WareWashing detergent at a 
useful temperature commonly 30°—65° C., more preferably 
40°—50° C. After the Washing step is complete, the Ware can 
be rinsed With a potable Water rinse. Nonionic rinse agent 
carryover from the Washing step provides sufficient sheeting 
action to a potable Water rinse to completely rinse the Ware. 
After the Ware is rinsed, the Ware is commonly dried in a 
drying station or left to dry in the ambient environment. In 
the rinsing step, potable Water is contacted With the Ware at 
a temperature of about 30°—65° C., preferably about 40°—50° 
C. Any preferred loW temp WareWashing machine, the rinse 
Water is recycled and used as the Wash Water. In such a 
recycled step, the rinse Water is combined With the alkaline 
detergent and contacted With the dishes at an effective 
cleaning temperature. In loW temperature machines, either 
before or after a rinse step, the dishes are often contacted 
With a sanitiZer composition that provides antimicrobial 
properties not provided by the temperature of the aqueous 
Washing material or potable Water rinse. SanitiZer materials 
are Well knoWn in the detergent art and included composi 
tions including sodium hypochlorite, peracetic acid, etc. 
Such materials are commonly manufactured in concentrate 
form, diluted With Water or other aqueous diluent and 
contacted With the Washed Ware in the dish machine at 
knoWn concentrations. 

In typical high temperature machines, Ware is carried on 
a conveyor from station to station Within a machine. Such a 
machine can have a prescraping step, a scraping step, a 
Washing step, a second Washing step, a rinsing step and a 
drying step. In such a machine the rinse Water can be 
recycled to a Washing step. 

In a conveyor type machine, the aqueous Washing solu 
tion is held at a temperature of about 60° C. With 65° C. to 
85° C. Similarly, the rinse step uses a potable Water rinse at 
a temperature of about 85° C. to about 90° C. We have found 
that the concentration of the nonionic sheeting agent in the 
aqueous rinse commonly is about 20 to 40 parts by Weight 
or more of the nonionic sheeting agent per million parts of 
the aqueous rinse. Such concentrations are achievable if the 
alkaline detergent material contains greater than about 25 Wt 
% of the nonionic sheeting agent. It should be understood 
that other nonionic and other polyalkylene oxide materials 
can be present in the invention. Such materials include 
casting agents, detergent compositions and other materials. 
Such materials often add little sheeting action to the com 
positions. 

The foregoing is a detailed description of the inventive 
WareWashing method. The folloWing examples and data 
further illustrate the invention and contain a best mode. 

For the purpose of this invention, the term rinse agent 
relates to a concentrated organic material, having one or 
more active ingredients, that can be diluted With service 
Water to form an aqueous rinse composition that is directly 
contacted With Ware. The term aqueous rinse composition 
typically relates to an aqueous solution containing about 1 to 



US RE38,262 E 
15 

200 parts by Weight of the rinse agent per million parts of the 
aqueous rinse that is formulated to provide sheeting in a 
rinse cycle. The term WareWashing detergent relates to a 
particulate, granular, pelletiZed, aqueous solution or 
dispersion, extruded solid or solid block detergent contain 
ing a substantial proportion of a source of alkalinity and 
other compositions providing useful cleaning properties. 
The term “the aqueous rinse being substantially free of an 
intentionally added rinse agent” is intended to mean that the 
aqueous rinse does not contain an effective amount of a rinse 
agent intentionally added to an aqueous diluent to form the 
aqueous rinse. In the methods of the invention, the rinse 
agent is derived from the residue of the detergent left after 
the Washing cycle is done. The term is intended to convey 
the concept that the rinse agent that promotes rinsing during 
the potable Water rinse arises from the WareWashing deter 
gent and not from the addition of a rinse agent apart from 
that contributed by the WareWashing detergent. Surprisingly, 
We have found that alkaline WareWashing detergents con 
taining about 30 Wt % or greater of a nonionic having rinsing 
properties can provide cleaning in a Wash cycle and 
adequate sheeting in a rinse cycle for both high temperature 
and loW temperature, conveyor or dump-and-?ll machines. 
This property is particularly useful in loW temperature 
dump-and-?ll machines Which are designed to recycle used 
aqueous rinse Water into the WareWashing Wash cycle. Such 
machines maintain a substantial concentration of the non 
ionic material in both the Wash Water and the rinse Water to 
produce clean, spot and streak-free Ware. For the purpose of 
this invention the term “Ware” connotes tableWare, 
silverWare, dishes, cups and saucers, boWls, plates, serving 
pieces, pots and pans, frying pans, metal and plastic kitchen 
implements such as spatulas, Whisks, Whips and any other 
implement, made of metal, plastic or Wood commonly used 
in either an institutional or household kitchen or dining 
room. The term “potable” aqueous rinse typically includes 
service Water, i.e. Water obtained from local municipal or 
state Water utility companies, that is often heated to a 
temperature betWeen 40° C. and about 75° C. for use in a 
rinse stage in a WareWashing machine. 

The discussion above relating to WareWashing methods, 
and alkaline detergent compositions containing a rinse 
agent, relate to our current understanding of the technical 
aspects of the invention. The folloWing compositional 
examples, testing and related data provide evidence of the 
effectiveness of the invention and include a best mode. 

EXAMPLE 1 

Into a stirred and heated mixing tank is added 50 grams 
of a PO-EO-PO block copolymer having an average of about 
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18 moles PO, 14 moles EO and 18 moles PO, and 50 grams 
of a benZyl ether of a C1O_14 linear alcohol (12.4) mole 
ethoxylate. The tank agitator Was energiZed and Warmed to 
195° F. About 20 parts by Weight of Water Were added and 
the surfactant mixture Was Warmed until the tank reached 
195° F. Into the stirred tank Was added about 60 grams of a 

nonionic comprising a benZyl capped C1O_14 linear alcohol 
12 mole ethoxylate. Into the stirred surfactant blend Was 
added 175 grams of sodium carbonate (anhydrous). The 
organic inorganic mixture Was agitated until uniform and 
heated to a portable viscosity (approximately 142° F. After 
uniformity Was achieved, about 165 grams of sodium tri 
polyphosphate Were added to the stirred blend. The viscosity 
Was monitored and held betWeen 6,000 and 20,000 cP at 
about 150° F. The stirred blend Was cast into 8 pound solid 
blocks for use in the WareWashing experimentation shoWn 
beloW. 

The detergent compositions shoWn above Were tested and 
compared to commercial Ecolab® Solid Ultraclean Plus 
solid detergent compositions free of a rinse agent used in a 
Wash cycle With a solid ultra dry composition in a rinse 
cycle, if needed. Such detergent compositions could contain 
some small amount of nonionic defoamer or nonionic deter 
gent to enhance soil removal properties. The results of the 
experiments using the detergents of the invention When 
compared to detergents free of the rinse agent are shoWn 
beloW. 

In this experiment We used a loW temperature machine, 
city Water at 130° F., 1200 ppm solid detergent and 1000 
ppm load soil in a 20 cycle test. The lab soil used is a 50/50 
combination of beef steW and Hot Point soil. The Hot Point 
soil is a greasy, hydrophobic soil made of 4 parts Blue 
Bonnet all vegetable margarine and 1 part Carnation Instant 
Non-Fat milk poWder. 

We Want to see the effect When the product is carried over 
on the glasses only. To do this use the product as usual in the 
Wash. But after the Water drains from the Wash, remove the 
glasses, leave the rack in the machine. Then go through the 
rest rinse cycle and the folloWing Wash cycle using Water 
only—no product. The objective is to Wash as much of the 
residual product as possible from the rack and the machine. 
After the Water drains from the Wash cycle, but before the 
?ll, put the glasses back in the rack and go through the rinse. 
That is a complete cycle. Based on rough titration measure 
ments about 5 .2—5 .6% of the Wash Water carried over into 
the rinse Water. 

SPOT AND FILM TEST/20 CYCLES LOW TEMP. 

MACHINE ES-2000/CITY WATER AT 130 F. 1000 PPM FOOD SOIL 

Commercial 

STP/Ash Ecolab Commercial Ecolab 
Surfactants Example I Example I Detergent Detergent and Rinse Aid 

STP/Ash 
Only 

FILM 

Tomato 1.17 

Milk 1.00 

No Soil 2.50 

Avg. 1.56 

1.50 1.00 2.00 1.50 1.50 

1.58 2.00 1.50 1.33 1.00 

2.00 3.00 2.33 1.58 1.00 

1.69 2.00 1.94 1.47 1.17 
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-continued 

SPOT AND FILM TEST/20 CYCLES LOW TEMP. 
MACHINE ES-2000/CITY WATER AT 130 F. 1000 PPM FOOD SOIL 

Commercial 
STP/Ash STP/Ash Ecolab Commercial Ecolab 
Only Surfactants Example I Example I Detergent Detergent and Rinse Aid 

SPOT 

Tomato 1.17 2.17 1.00 1.67 2.67 2.17 
Milk 2.67 2.50 1.25 1.83 3.00 1.17 
No Soil 3.50 3.83 1.50 1.50 4.83 1.58 
Avg. 2.83 2.83 1.25 1.67 3.50 1.64 
STREAKS 

Tomato 1.00 1.00 3.00 1.83 1.50 2.17 
Miik 1.00 1.33 2.50 1.50 1.67 1.83 
No Soil 1.00 1.00 3.00 1.50 1.05 2.83 
Avg. 1.00 1.33 2.83 1.61 1.41 2.28 

*The glasses Were taken out betWeen cycle 

test detergent formula gave very good results Without the 

18 

addition of a separate rinse additive. 

SPOT AND FILM TEST/20 CYCLES LOW TEMP. MACHINE 25 
ES - 2000 CITY AT 130 F. 1000 PPM FOOD SOIL 

grams (4.24 grams beef steW+2.16 grams hot point soil). 
Sur- EXam- _ _ 

sTp/Ashl factants p16 I Machine holds 1.7 gallons of Water, 3 glasses Were soiled 
Soil 2.3/2.1 gm 0.20 gm 1200 ppm with milk and 3 with tomato juice. 

Test deter ent/ Wash in Rinse m Wash S ots & _ 
# rinseg Cycle Cycle ppcycle Film sfreaks 30 Test detergent formula prepared as shoWn by directly 

adding the material to the dishmachine. 
1 Tomato X No 3.0 streaks 

Milk X 1.0 2.5 
No Soil X 2.5 3.0 

2 Tomato X No 2 0 spots 
Milk X 1.0 40 spots 35 Component Grams 

No Soil X 3.0 5 0 spots _ _ 
3 Tomato X X LO 3 0 spots Sodium tripolyphoshate 33 165 

Milk X X 1.0 3 0 spots (EO)18—(PO)14—(EO)18 1O 50 
NO Soil X X 3 O 5 0 spots BenZyl capped Cu}14 linear alcohol (12 mole) ethoXylate 12 50 

4 Tomato X 20 2 0 spots (PO)23—EO)26—PO)40 —(EO)20—EO)26—PO)23 1O 60 
Milk X LO 3 0 spots 40 Na2CO3Carbonate 35 175 
No Soil X 3.5 3 0 spots _ 

Cycle Titr Note: 10 drops = 1100 ppm detergent 

Test No. 4: The glasses Were taken out betWeen the cycle. 
1Sodium tripolyphosphate/sodium carbonate detergent. & 

. St d d 1 8 ' 'd t' d 6 The above experimental data demonstrates that the 45 an at nnse all Consump 10H average grams 
. . . . . P6r eye 6 

method of the invention obtains substantially equivalent Chemical 2 10 
rinsing using a rinse aid that is carried over from the Wash detergent 3 10 
Cycle' rinse aid 4 7 

5 11 

EXAMPLE 2 6 10 
_ _ _ 50 7 9 

In a second test sequence, a “typical” set of conditions 8 7 
Were run in a loW temperature dishmachine to compare a 1g 11 

Standard detérgent and nnse ald (Ecolab Sohd Ultra} Klefle Results: The glasses looked good at the end of 10 machine cycles. 
Plus and Solid Ultra Dry) versus the test detergent/rinse aid TEST 2 
combination formula. 55 

In test 1, a standard detergent and rinse aid 1100 ppm of T6131 detergent 1 4 llfo ppnfl detergené P6? cycleh_ 
. . . . . WI 110 I‘ll'lSe 110 e: 110 oam OI O Or in mac 1116 

Slrd Ultra Klene Plus and 6 grams of Solid Rinse Additive aid 
Were run through a 10 cycle spot and ?lm test. In test 2, 1160 2 4 
ppm of the test detergent shoWn beloW run With no rinse 3 4 
additive and the results after 10 cycles Were at least as good 60 2 1 
as those observed With test 1. Furthermore, a third test Was 6 4 
run Where Solid Ultra Klene Plus Was run With the rinse 7 4 
additive reduced to 0.7 grams per rack. This test Was stopped 8 4 
after 8 cycles, due to the glassware being severely spotted 1g 1 
and ?lmed‘ 65 Results: Glasses looked as good and even better than 

All tests Were run in the solid loW temp machine (1.7 
gallons of Water) in city Water Total soil (2000 ppm) Was 6.4 

In conclusion, a “standard” detergent needs to be run With 
a rinse additive in order to get acceptable results, While the 

standard Test 1 
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-continued 

TEST 3 

Standard 1 9 Note: rinse aid averaged at 0.7 grams 
detergent 2 9 
rinse aid 3 8 

4 10 
5 8 
6 9 
7 9 
8 9 

Results: Glasses looked so bad test Was stopped. 

The above speci?cation, examples and data provide a 
complete description of the manufacture and use of the 
composition of the invention. Since many embodiments of 
the invention can be made Without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention, the invention resides in the 
claims hereinafter appended. 
We claim: 
1. A method of Washing Ware, using a cleaning compo 

sition containing a nonionic rinse agent composition to both 
Wash and rinse, the method comprising: 

(a) contacting Ware With an aqueous cleaning 
composition, in an automatic WareWashing machine, 
the aqueous cleaning composition comprising a major 
proportion of an aqueous diluent and about 250 to 3000 
parts by Weight of an alkaline WareWashing detergent 
per each one million parts of the aqueous diluent, the 
detergent comprising: 
(i) about 0.1 to 60 Wt-% of a source of alkalinity; 
(ii) at least about 30 Wt-% of nonionic surfactant having 

at least one block segment comprising 

-(AO)x-; 
Wherein AO represents an oXyalkylene moiety and X is a 
number of about 1 to 100; and 

(b) contacting the Washed Ware With a potable aqueous 
rinse, the aqueous rinse being substantially free of an 
intentionally added rinse agent, to remove an aqueous 
residue; 

Wherein the alkaline WareWashing detergent contains suf 
?cient nonionic surfactant to provide adequate sheeting 
action in the potable aqueous rinse. 

2. The method of claim 1 Wherein the potable aqueous 
rinse is recycled and combined With the WareWashing deter 
gent to form the aqueous cleaning composition. 

3. The method of claim 1 Wherein the aqueous cleaning 
composition comprises about 800 to 1800 parts of the 
alkaline detergent per each million parts of aqueous diluent. 

4. The method of claim 3 Wherein the potable aqueous 
rinse, after it is used, is directed to a machine discharge and 
the aqueous cleaning composition, after use, is directed to a 
machine discharge. 

5. The method of claim 1 Wherein the temperature of the 
aqueous cleaning composition is about 30° C. to 65° C. 

6. The method of claim 1 Wherein the temperature of the 
aqueous cleaning composition is about 65° C. to 85° C. 

7. The method of claim 1 Wherein the temperature of the 
rinse is about 30° C. to 65° C. 

8. The method of claim 1 Wherein the source of alkalinity 
is sodium hydroxide present at a concentration of about 0.1 
to 35 Wt-%. 

9. The method of claim 1 Wherein the source of alkalinity 
is NaZCO3 present at a concentration of about 5 to 50 Wt %. 

10. The composition of claim 1 Wherein the nonionic 
surfactant comprises a block polymeric surfactant. 
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11. The method of claim 1 Wherein the nonionic surfactant 

comprises a alcohol ethoXylate comprising the formula 
segment: 

Wherein E0 is an oXyethylene moiety and X is 1—100. 
12. The method of claim 1 Wherein the nonionic surfac 

tant comprises a benZyl capped alcohol ethoXylate compris 
ing the formula: 

Wherein E0 is an oXyethylene moiety, B2 is benZyl and X is 
2—25. 

13. The method of claim 1 Wherein the nonionic surfac 
tant comprises a nonionic block polymeric surfactant having 
the formula: 

Wherein PO is oXypropylene, E0 is oXyethylene, X and y are 
independently 1—100. 

14. The method of claim 1 Wherein the nonionic surfac 
tant comprises a nonionic block polymeric surfactant having 
the formula: 

Wherein PO is oXypropylene, E0 is oXyethylene and X, y and 
Z are independently about 1—100. 

15. The method of claim 14 Wherein the (PO), moiety 
comprises a heteric block comprising a propylene glycol 
residue, about 1—5 moles EO and about 20—30 moles PO. 

16. The method of claim 1 Wherein the WareWashing 
detergent is a solid detergent formed in a capsule comprising 
a thermoplastic. 

17. The method of claim 16 Wherein the Weight of the 
solid detergent is about 0.25 to 10 kilograms. 

18. A method of Washing Ware using a cleaning compo 
sition using a solid block nonionic composition to both Wash 
and rinse, the method comprising: 

(a) contacting Ware With aqueous cleaning composition in 
an automatic WareWashing machine, the aqueous clean 
ing composition comprising a major proportion of 
Water and an alkaline WareWashing detergent compris 
mg: 
(i) about 1 to 60 Wt-% of an alkali metal carbonate or 

bicarbonate; 
(ii) at least about 30 Wt-% of a ?rst block polymer 

nonionic surfactant having at least one block seg 
ment comprising: 
an -(EO)x- segment, a -(PO)y-segment or both; 
Wherein EO represents an oXyethylene moiety and 
PO represents an oXypropylene moiety, X and y are 
integers of 1—100; and 

Wherein the solid block nonionic composition is 
substantially free of both an alkali metal hydroX 
ide and an alkali metal silicate and each Weight 
percent is based on the solid block nonionic com 
position; and 

(b) contacting the Washed Ware With a potable aqueous 
rinse, the rinse being substantially free of an intention 
ally added rinse agent to remove any resinable residue; 
Wherein the alkaline WareWashing detergent contains 
sufficient nonionic surfactant to provide adequate 
sheeting action in the potable aqueous rinse. 

19. The method of claim 18 Wherein the alkali metal 
carbonate is sodium carbonate present at a concentration of 
about 5 to 50 Wt-%. 
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20. The method of claim 18 wherein the WareWashing 
detergent comprises a second nonionic surfactant compris 
ing a benZyl capped alcohol ethoXylate of the formula: 

Wherein E0 is an oXyethylene moiety, B2 is benZyl and X is 
1—100. 

21. The method of claim 18 Wherein the nonionic surfac 
tant is of the formula: 

Wherein PO is oXypropylene, E0 is oXyethylene, X and y are 
independently 1—100. 

22. The method of claim 18 Wherein the nonionic surfac 
tant comprises a nonionic block polymeric surfactant having 
the formula: 

Wherein PO is oXypropylene, E0 is oXyethylene and X, y and 
Z are independently about 1—100. 

23. The method of claim 22 Wherein the (PO), moiety 
comprises a heteric block comprising a propylene glycol 
residue, about 1—5 moles EO and about 20—30 moles PO. 

24. The method of claim 18 Wherein the solid block 
nonionic composition is formed in a capsule comprising a 
thermoplastic. 

25. The method of claim 18 Wherein the Weight of the 
solid block nonionic composition is about 0.25—10 kilo 
grams. 

26. The method of claim 25 Wherein the composition 
comprises about 0.1 to 30 Wt-% of a urea solidi?cation 
agent. 

27. A method of washing ware, using a cleaning compo 
sition containing a rinse agent, the method comprising steps 
of" 

(a) washing ware with an aqueous cleaning composition, 
in an automatic warewashing machine, the aqueous 
cleaning composition comprising a major proportion of 
an aqueous diluent and a su?icient amount of an 
alkaline warewashing detergent to adequately clean 
the ware while leaving a sujficient concentration of a 
rinse agent residue on the ware, the detergent compris 
ing: 
(i) about 0.1 to 60 wt-% of a source of alkalinity,‘ 
(ii) rinse agent, comprising a nonionic material, in an 
amount su?icient to provide an aqueous residue on 
the ware as a result of the step of washing that 
contains sujficient rinse agent to provide sheeting 
action when the ware is rinsed with a potable aque 
ous rinse,' and 

(b) rinsing the washed ware with a potable aqueous rinse, 
the potable aqueous rinse being substantially free of an 
intentionally added rinse agent, to remove an aqueous 
residue. 

28. The method of claim 27 wherein the potable aqueous 
rinse is recycled and combined with the warewashing deter 
gent to form the aqueous cleaning composition. 

29. The method of claim 27 wherein the aqueous cleaning 
composition comprises about 800 to 1800 parts of the 
alkaline detergent per each million parts of aqueous diluent. 

30. The method of claim 29 wherein the potable aqueous 
rinse, after it is used, is directed to a machine discharge and 
the aqueous cleaning composition, after use, is directed to a 
machine discharge. 

25 

35 

45 

22 
31. The method of claim 27 wherein the temperature of the 

aqueous cleaning composition is about 30° C. to 65° C. 
32. The method of claim 27 wherein the temperature of the 

aqueous cleaning composition is about 65° C. to 85° C. 
33. The method of claim 27 wherein the temperature of the 

rinse is about 30° C. to 65° C. 
34. The method of claim 27 wherein the source of alka 

linity is sodium hydroxide present at a concentration of 
about 0.1 to 35 wt-%. 

35. The method of claim 27 wherein the source of alka 
linity is Na2C03 present at a concentration of about 5 to 50 
wt %. 

36. The method of claim 27, wherein the rinse agent 
comprises a nonionic surfactant having at least one block 
segment comprising 

(A0); 

wherein A0 represents an oxyalkylene moiety and x is a 
number of about 1 to 100. 

37. The composition of claim 27, wherein the rinse agent 
comprises at least one of polyoxyethylene (ethoxylate) 
surfactants, carboxylic acid ester surfactants, carboxylic 
acid amide surfactants, hydrophobically substituted oxy 
alkylene surfactants, and polyalkylene oxide block copoly 
mers. 

38. The method of claim 36 wherein the nonionic surfac 
tant comprises an alcohol ethoxylate comprising the for 
mula segment: 

emulate-(E0); 

wherein E0 is an oxyethylene moiety and x is 1—100. 
39. The method of claim 36 wherein the nonionic surfac 

tant comprises a benzyl capped alcohol ethoxylate compris 
ing the formula: 

wherein E0 is an oxyethylene moiety, B2 is benzyl and x is 
2—25. 

40. The method of claim 36 wherein the nonionic surfac 
tant comprises a nonionic block polymeric surfactant having 
the formula: 

wherein P0 is oxypropylene, E0 is oxyethylene, x and y are 
independently 1—100. 

41. The method of claim 36 wherein the nonionic surfac 
tant comprises a nonionic block polymeric surfactant having 
the formula: 

wherein P0 is oxypropylene, E0 is oxyethylene and x, y and 
z are independently about 1—100. 

42. The method of claim 41 wherein the (P0), moiety 
comprises a heteric block comprising a propylene glycol 
residue, about 1—5 moles E0 and about 20—30 moles P0. 

43. The method of claim 41 wherein the warewashing 
detergent is a solid detergent formed in a capsule compris 
ing a thermoplastic. 

44. The method of claim 43 wherein the weight of the solid 
detergent is about 0.25 to 10 kilograms. 

* * * * * 


