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(57) ABSTRACT 

In a scanning-type projection exposure system, curvature of 
a movable mirror that is used to measure mask stage 
coordinate positions is determined While the mask stage is 
moved in the scanning direction, by measuring coordinate 
positions, perpendicular to the scan direction, of the mask 
stage and of a mask mark elongated in the scan direction. 
The results of the measurements are used for correcting or 
compensating positional deviation during scanning. Rota 
tional deviation of a mask pattern area is determined and is 
corrected or compensated. Also, a mask is aligned With 
respect to a coordinate system of the mask stage as pre 
processing for exposure, using a mask alignment mark 
having tWo crossing linear patterns and determining a coor 
dinate position of the crossing point by moving the mask 
relative to an observation area. 

105 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD OF DRIVING MASK STAGE AND 
METHOD OF MASK ALIGNMENT 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue speci? 
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions 
made by reissue. 

This is a continuation of Ser. No. 08/966,353 ?led Nov. 7, 
1997, now abandoned, which is a Reissue No. of 08/21 7,841 
?led Man 25, 1994, US. Pat. No. 4,464,715. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a method of driving a 
mask stage and a method of mask alignment. More 
particularly, the present invention relates to a method of 
driving a stage, Which is suitably applied to a case Where a 
reticle-side stage is driven in a scan direction in a slit-scan 
exposure type projection exposure apparatus, and a method 
of mask alignment in the projection exposure apparatus. 

2. Related Background Art 
When a semiconductor element, a liquid crystal display 

element, a thin ?lm magnetic head, or the like is manufac 
tured in a photolithography process, a projection exposure 
apparatus for transferring a pattern on a photomask or a 
reticle (to be generally referred to as a “reticle” hereinafter) 
onto a substrate (a Wafer, glass plate, or the like) coated With 
a photosensitive material is used. 

As a conventional projection exposure apparatus, a step 
and-repeat type reduction projection exposure apparatus 
(stepper) for sequentially exposing a pattern image on a 
reticle onto each of shot areas by sequentially moving the 
shot areas of a Wafer into an exposure ?eld of a projection 
optical system is popularly used. 

In recent years, since patterns on semiconductor devices 
or the like tend to be miniaturized, it is required to increase 
the resolution of a projection optical system. For this reason, 
in order to increase the resolution, a technique for decreasing 
the Wavelength of exposure light, a technique for increasing 
the numerical aperture of the projection optical system, and 
the like have been examined. HoWever, With either 
technique, it becomes dif?cult to maintain high accuracy of 
imaging performance (a distortion, curvature of ?eld, and 
the like) on the entire exposure ?eld When an exposure ?eld 
as large as that in the prior art is to be assured. For this 
reason, an apparatus Which is currently reconsidered its use 
is a so-called slit-scan exposure type projection exposure 
apparatus. 

In the slit-scan exposure type projection exposure 
apparatus, a pattern on a reticle is exposed onto a Wafer, 
Wherein the reticle and Wafer are being synchronously 
scanned relative to a rectangular or arcuated illumination 
area (to be referred to as a “slit-like illumination area” 

hereinafter). 
Therefore, When a pattern With the same area as that in the 

stepper system is to be exposed onto a Wafer, the exposure 
?eld of the projection optical system in the slit-scan expo 
sure system can be set to be smaller than that in the stepper 
system. As a result, accuracy of imaging performance in the 
exposure ?eld may be improved. 

The mainstream of the conventional reticle siZe is 6“, and 
the mainstream of the projection magni?cation of the pro 
jection optical system is xl/s. HoWever, as the area of the 
circuit pattern of, e.g., a semiconductor element increases, 
the 6 “ reticle cannot serve its purpose at the xl/s magni? 
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2 
cation. For this reason, a projection exposure apparatus in 
Which the projection magni?cation of the projection optical 
system is changed to, e.g., x% must be designed. In order to 
cope With such an increase in area of a pattern to be 
transferred, the slit-scan exposure system is advantageous. 

In a projection exposure apparatus of this type (stepper), 
a reticle must be aligned in advance on a reticle stage. For 
this purpose, a reticle alignment device is arranged on a 
reticle mark on the reticle. Such a reticle alignment device 
is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,710,029. In an alignment 
system disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,710,029, light re?ected 
by an alignment mark on a reticle is incident on a sensor via 
a vibration mirror and a slit. When the output from the 
sensor is synchronously detected by a driving signal of the 
vibration mirror, the position of the alignment mark relative 
to a slit is detected. The position of the alignment mark is 
detected based on a signal from the sensor in the alignment 
system, and the reticle is moved by a servo system, so that 
the alignment mark accurately coincides With the slit. As a 
result, alignment of the reticle With respect to the apparatus 
main body is executed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In such a slit-scan exposure system, When the moving 
path of the reticle stage for driving a reticle is curved With 
respect to a desired path (for example, the moving path has 
a predetermined curvature With respect to a desired linear 
path), each shot area on a Wafer undesirably has an intra-shot 
distortion according to the curve (curvature) of the moving 
path of the reticle stage. Furthermore, When the character 
istics of an intra-shot distortion vary from one exposure 
apparatus to another, such a variation results in a matching 
error betWeen different layers on the Wafer. When the reticle 
stage is controlled by a method of measuring the position of 
the reticle stage by interfering light components re?ected by 
a stationary mirror and a movable mirror provided to the 
reticle stage using an optical interferometer, such a curve of 
the path of the reticle stage is caused by a curve of the 
movable mirror. 

The present invention has been made in consideration of 
the above situation, and has as its object to provide a method 
of driving a stage, Which can prevent generation of an 
intra-shot distortion even When a movable mirror provided 
to a stage at the side of reticle (mask) has a curve in a 
slit-scan exposure type exposure apparatus. 

In order to achieve the above object, according to the ?rst 
invention, there is provided a method of driving a mask 
stage using the mask stage Which mounts a mask formed 
With a predetermined pattern and is movable in a predeter 
mined scan direction, a movable mirror Which is arranged on 
the mask stage and has a re?ection surface substantially 
parallel to the scan direction, measurement means for mea 
suring a coordinate position, in a direction perpendicular to 
the scan direction, of the mask stage by radiating a mea 
surement beam into the movable mirror, a substrate stage 
Which mounts a photosensitive substrate and is movable in 
a direction substantially parallel to the scan direction, an 
illumination system for illuminating a predetermined area on 
the mask With illumination light, a projection optical system 
for projecting the pattern on the mask onto the photosensi 
tive substrate, and an exposure device for sequentially 
exposing the pattern on the mask onto the photosensitive 
substrate While synchronously scanning the mask stage and 
the substrate stage in the scan direction With respect to an 
optical axis of the projection optical system, comprising: 

the ?rst step of placing the mask on the mask stage; 
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the second step of calculating a curved amount of the 
movable mirror by measuring the coordinate position, in the 
direction perpendicular to the scan direction, of the mask 
stage by the measurement means While scanning the mask 
stage in the scan direction; and 

the third step of moving the mask stage in the direction 
perpendicular to the scan direction to correct the curved 
amount of the movable mirror calculated in the second step 
When the mask stage is scanned in the scan direction With 
respect to the optical axis. 

According to the second invention, there is provided a 
method of driving a mask stage using a mask guide Which 
is formed With a guide portion extending in predetermined 
scan direction, the mask stage Which is mounted on the 
mask. Guide to be movable in the scan direction, and mounts 
a mask formed With a predetermined pattern, a movable 
mirror Which is attached to the mask stage, and has a 
re?ection surface substantially parallel to the scan direction, 
measurement means for measuring a coordinate position, in 
a direction perpendicular to the scan direction, of the mask 
stage by radiating a measurement beam into the movable 
mirror, a substrate stage Which is movable in the direction 
substantially parallel to the scan direction and mounts a 
photosensitive substrate, an illumination system for illumi 
nating a predetermined area on the mask With illumination 
light, a projection optical system for projecting the pattern 
on the mask onto the photosensitive substrate, and an 
exposure device for sequentially exposing the pattern on the 
mask onto the photosensitive substrate While synchronously 
scanning the mask stage and the substrate stage in the scan 
direction With respect to an optical axis of the projection 
optical system, comprising the steps of: 

calculating a curved amount of the movable mirror by 
measuring the coordinate position, in the direction perpen 
dicular to the scan direction, of the mask stage by the 
measurement means by scanning the mask stage in the scan 
direction With reference to the mask guide; and 

moving the mask stage in the direction perpendicular to 
the scan direction so as to correct the curved amount of the 
movable mirror When a transfer mask is scanned via the 
mask stage in the scan direction With respect to the prede 
termined shaped illumination area. 

According to the ?rst invention, since the curved amount 
of the movable mirror is measured With reference to the 
measurement mark provided to the mask, and the measured 
curved amount is corrected in exposure, even When the 
movable mirror provided to the mask stage on the side of the 
mask has a curve, generation of an intra-shot distortion at the 
substrate side can be prevented. 

According to the second invention, since the curved 
amount of the movable mirror is measured With reference to 
the mask guide, When the straightness of the mask guide is 
good, the curve amount of the movable mirror can be 
quickly and easily measured, and the measured curved 
amount can be corrected in exposure. 

In the slit-scan exposure type projection exposure appa 
ratus as Well, When a reticle is exchanged With another one, 
the neW reticle must be aligned. HoWever, in the slit-scan 
exposure system for driving a reticle in a predetermined 
direction With high accuracy during exposure, a reticle 
interferometer for monitoring the position of the reticle With 
high accuracy must be mounted. For this reason, it is dif?cult 
to assure larger driving strokes of the reticle in the X and Y 
directions and the rotational direction than those in a con 
ventional stepper type projection exposure apparatus upon 
alignment of a reticle. Therefore, it is dif?cult to directly 
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4 
apply an alignment method used in the conventional stepper 
to the slit-scan exposure type projection exposure apparatus. 

In general, the electron beam draWing error of a reticle 
mark With respect to the outer shape of a reticle is about 10.5 
mm to :1 mm. In this case, When the reticle is aligned on the 
reticle stage With reference to its outer shape, if a pattern 
draWing area is inclined at a maximum inclination angle 
With respect to the outer shape of the reticle, the lateral shift 
amount of a laser beam from a reticle interferometer exceeds 
an alloWable value of the lateral shift amount in a receiver 
of the interferometer. Therefore, it is difficult to completely 
correct the draWing error of a reticle in the conventional 
alignment method Without causing a measurement error of 
the reticle interferometer. 

Furthermore, an apparatus Which mounts such a reticle 
interferometer can align a reticle at an arbitrary position With 
high accuracy by open-loop control. For this reason, an 
alignment method Which can detect the position of a reticle 
mark at high speed by open-loop control must be developed 
in place of conventional closed-loop control (servo control) 
based on synchronous detection. 

The present invention has been made in consideration of 
the above situation, and has as its object to provide an 
alignment method Which can align a reticle (mark) at high 
speed With high accuracy in a slit-scan exposure type 
projection exposure apparatus. 

In order to achieve the above object, according to the third 
invention, there is provided a method of aligning a mask 
With respect to a coordinate system on the side of a mask 
stage as pre-processing for exposing a pattern on the mask 
onto a photosensitive substrate using the mask stage Which 
mounts the mask formed With a predetermined pattern and 
is movable in a predetermined scan direction, a substrate 
stage Which mounts the photosensitive substrate and is 
movable in a direction substantially parallel to the scan 
direction, an illumination system for illuminating a prede 
termined illumination area on the mask With illumination 
light, a projection optical system for projecting the pattern 
on the mask onto the photosensitive substrate, observation 
means for observing a mark on the mask, and an exposure 
device for sequentially exposing the pattern on the mask 
onto the photosensitive substrate While synchronously scan 
ning the mask stage and the substrate stage in the scan 
direction With respect to an optical axis of the projection 
optical system, comprising: 

the ?rst step of placing, as the mask, a mask formed With 
a ?rst alignment mark having tWo linear patterns Which 
cross each other, on the mask stage; 

the second step of moving the tWo linear patterns in a 
direction to cross each other on the ?rst alignment mark on 
the mask relative to an observation area of the observation 

means; 
the third step of calculating a coordinate position, in the 

coordinate system on the side of the mask stage, of a 
crossing point of the tWo linear patterns of the ?rst alignment 
mark by processing image data obtained by the observation 
means; and 

the fourth step of aligning the mask to the coordinate 
system on the side of the mask stage on the basis of the 
coordinate position of the crossing point of the tWo linear 
patterns of the ?rst alignment mark. 

According to the fourth invention, there is provided a 
method of aligning a mask With respect to a coordinate 
system on the side of a mask stage as pre-processing for 
exposing a pattern on the mask onto a photosensitive sub 
strate using the mask stage Which mounts the mask formed 
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With a predetermined pattern and is movable in a predeter 
mined scan direction, a substrate stage Which mounts the 
photosensitive substrate and is movable in a direction sub 
stantially parallel to the scan direction, an illumination 
system for illuminating a predetermined illumination area on 
the mask With illumination light, a projection optical system 
for projecting the pattern on the mask onto the photosensi 
tive substrate, and an exposure device for sequentially 
exposing the pattern on the mask onto the photosensitive 
substrate While synchroniZing scanning the mask stage and 
the substrate stage in the scan direction With respect to an 
optical axis of the projection optical system, comprising: 

the ?rst step of placing, as the mask, a mask formed With 
an alignment mark, on the mask stage; and 

the second step of calculating a rotational angle of the 
mask With respect to the coordinate system on the side of the 
mask stage by calculating a coordinate position of the 
alignment mark, and When the rotational angle calculated in 
the second step exceeds a predetermined alloWable value, 
the method further comprising: 

the third step of unloading the mask from the mask stage; 
the fourth of rotating the mask stage by a predetermined 

rotational angle in a direction of the rotational angle calcu 
lated in the second step; and 

the ?fth stage of placing the mask on the mask stage 
again, and rotating the mask stage in a direction opposite to 
the rotational direction in the fourth step. 

According to the ?fth invention, there is provided a 
method of aligning a mask With respect to a coordinate 
system on the side of a mask stage as pre-processing for 
exposing a pattern on the mask onto a photosensitive sub 
strate using the mask stage Which mounts the mask formed 
With a predetermined pattern and is movable in a predeter 
mined scan direction, a substrate stage Which mounts the 
photosensitive substrate and is movable in a direction sub 
stantially parallel to the scan direction, an illumination 
system for illuminating a predetermined illumination area on 
the mask With illumination light, a projection optical system 
for projecting the pattern on the mask onto the photosensi 
tive substrate, and an exposure device for sequentially 
exposing the pattern on the mask onto the photosensitive 
substrate While synchronously scanning the mask stage and 
the substrate stage in the scan direction With respect to an 
optical axis of the projection optical system, comprising: 

the ?rst step of placing, as the mask, a mask formed With 
an alignment mark, on the mask stage; and 

the second step of calculating a rotational angle of the 
mask With respect to the coordinate system on the side of the 
mask stage by calculating a coordinate position of the 
alignment mark, and When the rotational angle calculated in 
the second step exceeds a predetermined alloWable value, 
the method further comprising: 

the third step of rotating the mask stage in a direction 
opposite to the rotational angle calculated in the second step; 

the fourth step of unloading the mask from the mask 
stage; and 

the ?fth stage of rotating the mask stage in a direction 
opposite to the rotational direction in the third step, and 
placing the mask on the mask stage again. 

According to the third invention, When the mask stage is 
driven With respect to the observation area of the observa 
tion means so as to obliquely scan the mask, the coordinate 
position of the crossing point of the tWo linear patterns of the 
alignment mark on the mask can be measured by the 
open-loop control. Therefore, mask alignment can be real 
iZed at high speed With high accuracy. 
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According to the fourth and ?fth inventions, When a mask 

is re-placed on the mask stage upon occurrence of a rotation 
error of the mask Which poses a problem When a slit-scan 
exposure type mask stage is used, mask alignment can be 
realiZed at high speed With high accuracy. Also, strokes of 
the reticle stage upon alignment need not be increased, and 
length measuring means need not have any correction 
mechanism. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW shoWing a projection exposure 
apparatus according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 

FIG. 2A is a plan vieW shoWing the arrangement of a 
curve measurement mark and an alignment mark on a 

reticle; 
FIG. 2B is a plan vieW shoWing the arrangement of the 

alignment mark and the like on an area conjugate With the 
effective ?eld of a projection optical system; 

FIG. 2C is an enlarged vieW shoWing ?ne alignment 
marks 29A to 30D; 

FIG. 3A is a plan vieW of a stage on the side of a Wafer; 

FIG. 3B is a plan vieW of a stage on the side of a reticle; 

FIG. 4A is a projection vieW shoWing the mark arrange 
ment on a reticle; 

FIG. 4B is a plan vieW shoWing the arrangement of 
reference marks on a reference mark plate 6; 

FIG. 4C is an enlarged vieW shoWing an example of a 
reference mark 35E (or 36E); 

FIG. 5 is a partially cutaWay schematic vieW shoWing the 
arrangement of a reticle alignment microscope 19 and an 
illumination system; 

FIG. 6A is a vieW shoWing an image observed by an 
image pickup element shoWn in FIG. 5; FIG. 6B is a 
Waveform chart shoWing an image signal in the X direction 
corresponding to the image shoWn in FIG. 6A; 

FIGS. 7A to 7D are Waveform charts shoWing a curve 
Which is obtained by approximately measurement values 
upon measurement of the curve of a movable mirror, and 
image signals corresponding to respective portion of the 
movable mirror; 

FIG. 8A is a plan vieW shoWing a reticle 12 of the 
embodiment; 

FIG. 8B is an enlarged vieW shoWing a linear pattern 28c 
of a curve measurement mark 28 in FIG. 8A; 

FIG. 8C is an enlarged vieW shoWing another example of 
the curve measurement mark; 

FIG. 8D is an enlarged vieW shoWing still another 
example of the curve measurement mark; 

FIG. 9 is a schematic vieW shoWing another example of 
a reticle alignment microscope; 

FIG. 10A is a plan vieW shoWing of the curve of movable 
mirror on the side of a reticle stage in a slit scan exposure 
type projection exposure apparatus; 

FIG. 10B is an enlarged vieW shoWing a distortion gen 
erated in a shot area formed on a Wafer due to the curve of 

the movable mirror; 
FIG. 10C is a plan vieW shoWing the arrangement of shot 

areas on the Wafer; 

FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW shoWing a reticle loader 
system; 

FIG. 12A is a plan vieW shoWing the arrangement of 
alignment marks on a reticle; 
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FIG. 12B is a plan vieW showing the arrangement of 
alignment marks and the like on an area conjugate With the 
effective ?eld of a projection optical system; 

FIG. 12C is an enlarged vieW shoWing ?ne alignment 
marks 29A to 30A; 

FIGS. 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D, 13E, and 13F are Waveform 
charts shoWing various image pickup signals obtained from 
an image pickup element upon execution of rough alignment 
of a reticle; 

FIG. 14A is an optical path chart shoWing the state of a 
laser beam betWeen an interferometer for the x-axis on the 
side of a reticle stage and a movable mirror 21x; 

FIG. 14B is an optical path chart shoWing a case Whererin 
the movable mirror 21X is rotated from the state shoWn in 
FIG. 14A; and 

FIGS. 15A, 15B, 15C, 15D, and 15E are vieWs for 
explaining an operation for re-placing a reticle 12 by rotat 
ing a reticle ?ne driving state 11 When a pattern draWing area 
PA on the reticle 12 inclined With respect to a reticle 
coordinate system. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

An embodiment of a projection exposure method accord 
ing to the present invention Will be described beloW With 
reference to the accompanying draWings. In this 
embodiment, the present invention is applied to a case 
Wherein a pattern on a reticle is exposed onto a Wafer using 
a slit-scan exposure type projection exposure apparatus. 

FIG. 1 shoWs a projection exposure apparatus of this 
embodiment. Referring to FIG. 1, a pattern on a reticle 12 is 
illumination With exposure light EL from an illumination 
optical system ILS. The illumination optical system ILS 
forms a rectangular illumination area (to be referred to as a 
“slit-like illumination area” hereinafter) by the exposure 
light EL on the reticle 12. The reticle pattern and the surface 
of a Wafer 5 are optically conjugate With each other With 
respect to a projection optical system 8. A reticle pattern 
image of the slit-like illumination area is projected and 
exposed onto the Wafer 5 via the projection optical system 
8. 

In this case, the Wafer 5 is scanned at a constant velocity 
V/[3 (1/[3 is the reduction factor of the projection optical 
system 8) in the backWard direction With respect to the plane 
of the draWing of FIG. 1 (in the backWard direction With 
respect to the plane of the draWing in the Y-axis) in syn 
chronism With the reticle 12 Which is scanned relative to the 
slit-like illumination area of the exposure light EL at a 
constant velocity V in the forWard direction With respect to 
the plane of the draWing of FIG. 1 (in the forWard direction 
With respect to the plane of the draWing in the Y-axis). 

Driving systems of the reticle 12 and the Wafer 5 Will be 
described beloW. 
A reticle Y-driving stage 10, Which is movable in the 

Y-axis direction (the direction perpendicular to the plane of 
the draWing of FIG. 1) is mounted on a reticle support table 
9. A reticle ?ne driving stage 11 is mounted on the reticle 
Y-driving stage 10. The reticle 12 is held by, e.g., a vacuum 
chuck on the reticle ?ne driving stage 11. The reticle ?ne 
driving stage 11 is ?nely movable in the X direction parallel 
to the plane of the draWing of FIG. 1 in a plane perpendicular 
to the optical axis of the projection optical system 8, the Y 
direction perpendicular to the plane of the draWing, and the 
rotational direction (8 direction) in the X-Y plane. The 
reticle ?ne driving stage 11 performs position control of the 
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reticle 12 in the X, Y, and 6 direction by a very small amount 
With high accuracy. 
Amovable mirror 21 is arranged on the reticle ?ne driving 

stage 11. 
An interferometer 14 arranged on the article support table 

9 radiates a laser beam onto the movable mirror 21, and 
alWays monitors the positions, in the X, Y, and 8 directions, 
of the reticle ?ne driving stage 11 on the basis of light 
re?ected by the movable mirror. 

Position information S1 obtained by the interferometer 14 
is supplied to a main control system 22A. 

On the other hand, a Wafer Y-axis driving stage 2, Which 
is movable in the Y-axis direction, is mounted on a Wafer 
support table 1. A Wafer X-axis driving stage 3, Which is 
movable in the X-axis direction, is mounted on the Wafer 
Y-axis driving stage 2. A ZG-axis driving stage 4 is arranged 
on the Wafer X-axis driving stage 3. The Wafer 5 is held on 
the ZS-axis driving stage 4 by vacuum chucking. 
A movable mirror 7 is also ?xed on the ZG-axis driving 

stage 4, and the positions, in the X, Y and 6 directions, of the 
ZG-axis driving stage 4 are monitored by an interferometer 
13 Which is arranged outside the apparatus. Position infor 
mation obtained by the interferometer 13 is also supplied to 
the main control system 22A. The main control system 22A 
controls the alignment operations of the Wafer Y-axis driving 
stage 2 to the ZG-axis driving stage 4 via a Wafer driving 
device 22B and the like, and also controls the operations of 
the entire apparatus. 
As Will be described later, a reference or ?ducial mark 

plate 6 is ?xed on the ZG-axis driving stage 4 so as to attain 
a correspondence betWeen a Wafer coordinate system and a 
reticle coordinate system. The reference mark plate 6 is 
arranged near the Wafer 5. The Wafer coordinate system is 
de?ned by coordinates measured by the interferometer 13 on 
the Wafer side, and the reticle coordinate system is de?ned 
by coordinates measured by the interferometer 14 on the 
reticle side. Various reference marks are formed on the 
reference mark plate 6, as Will be described later. These 
reference marks include a luminous reference mark. The 
luminous reference mark is a reference mark illuminated 
from the back side With illumination light guided to the 
ZG-axis driving stage 4 side. 

Reticle alignment microscopes 19 and 20 for simulta 
neously observing the reference marks on the reference 
mark plate 6 and marks on the reticle 12 are equipped above 
the reticle 12 of this embodiment. 

In this case, de?ection mirrors 15 and 16 for guiding 
detection light from the reticle 12 to the reticle alignment 
microscopes 19 and 20 are arranged. The de?ection mirrors 
15 and 16 are movable in the X direction. When the 
exposure sequence is started, the de?ection mirrors 15 and 
16 are respectively retreated from the exposure light EL by 
mirror driving devices 17 and 18 in accordance With an 
instruction from the main control system 22A. 

Furthermore, an off-axis alignment device 34 for obser 
vating alignment marks (Wafer marks) on the Wafer 5 is 
arranged on the side surface portion, in the Y direction, of 
the projection optical system 8. 
The mechanism and operation for performing alignment 

of the reticle 12 and measurement of the curve of the 
movable mirror (to be described later) Will be described 
beloW. 

FIG. 2A shoWs the arrangement of alignment marks 
(reticle marks) and curve measurement marks on the reticle 
12, and FIG. 2B shoWs a slit-like illumination area 32 and 




























