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[57] ABSTRACT 

There is disclosed a safety strip for horses and other animals 
to prevent casting. The strip may be attached to the Walls of 
corrals and other structures that are used to contain horses 
and other animals. The strip may comprise a series of raised 
conical projections Which provide a frictional surface for a 
horse to use as leverage to enable the horse to raise itself to 
an upright position Within the con?nes of a narroW corral. 
The strips may be made in siZes that alloW them to be used 
in a variety of differently siZed and shaped Walls. Apertures 
in the strips provide a method for mounting them to the Walls 
by the use of nails for example. 

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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ANIMAL STALL HAVING ANTI-CAST 
SAFETY STRIP 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue speci? 
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions 
made by reissue. 

BACKGROUND AND FIELD OF THE 
INVENTION 

The invention relates to the ?eld of animal husbandry and 
in particular to a safety strip designed for attachment to Walls 
and other static structures that may be used to contain 
animals. The strip may be placed on a Wall in order to 
provide a gripping structure for a horse to use its hooves to 
leverage against and lift itself to an upright position, if the 
animal is cast. 

Cast (or in a cast position) is de?ned as a situation Where 
a horse or other animal is in a location and/or position of not 
being able to return to its feet. Oftentimes, this is because of 
injury or sickness. FIG. 4 shoWs a horse lying doWn in a box 
stall (living quarters). The horse has all 4 legs and hoofs 
tucked under himself While [laying] lying doWn. At this 
point the horse is resting. If the horse attempts to roll over 
180 degrees and does not have enough room, the horse rolls 
himself into a position Where his back bone is on the ?oor 
and his feet are up against the Wall. In this position he cannot 
get rolled back to his starting position. Due to his body 
position, at this point he has put his body Weight and his 
center of gravity leaning in towards the Wall, FIG. 5, and is 
in a cast position. 

It is believed that there is a need for a means in stalls and 
corrals to provide a place on the Wall that a horse or other 
animal can use to get itself up. Many times, horses are 
con?ned in narroW areas and When they lay in a horizontal 
position, and/or roll over, often being cast, they ?nd that they 
cannot return to their feet. Oftentimes, the horse Will thrash 
about in attempts to get up. Such attempts may result in 
injury, stress or other detriment to the horse. Human atten 
dants may sometimes be available in case this occurs, 
hoWever such is not alWays the case and in any event it 
Would be bene?cial to eliminate the need for such atten 
dants. 

It is believed that by providing a point on the stall Where 
the horse or animal can place its hooves on the strip, the 
animal can then gain the leverage to get itself up. By using 
the safety strips that are the subject of the invention 
described herein the horse can push its [hoooves] hooves 
against the extended conical portions on the strips to a point 
Where it can then get itself up. A solid safety strip may also 
be used under some circumstances. 

It is believed that the invention Will ?nd its greatest utility 
by being attached to the Wall of a stall or other static 
structure that is used to enclose large animals, particularly 
horses. The use of the extended portions in the strips 
enhances the grip of the horse’s hooves against the Wall. 
These extended portions should be of materials that [is] are 
pliable enough so that they Will not cause injury to the 
hooves or the body of the animal. While it is thought that the 
safety strip Will ?nd its best use With horse stalls and 
containment areas, it is foreseeable that other animal enclo 
sures may bene?t from use of the strips. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

While there are devices that are used to alloW animals to 
climb on, such as those used for cats to climb up and perch, 
there are no devices knoWn to the inventor that provide a 
means for a horse to utilize to raise itself to an upright 
position. Moreover, there are no devices knoWn that provide 
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2 
a means for a horse or other large animal to leverage itself 
upon and thereby get up. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is a safety strip device for attachment to 
animal enclosures such as horse stalls, to enable animals 
such as horses to lift themselves to an upright position. The 
invention comprises a strip having a series of raised up 
portions that are of conical shape and are, preferably, about 
2—6“ in height and about 1.5 “ in diameter at the base of the 
portion (Where that portion is joined to the strip). The conical 
portions should be of pliable material so as not to injure the 
horse’s hooves or body. Alternately, the conical portion may 
be dispensed With and a ?at strip used. 

The strip is backed, preferably, With a rubber layer on the 
backside of the strip-that side that is opposite the conical 
portion. Aseries of reinforcing ribs may be used as structural 
elements in order to enhance the strength of the strip. A 
series of holes in the strip are placed through both the front 
layer and the backing layer in order to provide a means 
through Which the strip can be attached to a stall via nails, 
screws, etc. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a means for [a] 
horses and other animals to gain leverage and position in 
order to lift [itself] themselves up from a horizontal position. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a means for 
an animal such as a horse to get up from a con?ned space 
that is too narroW for the horse to spread its legs apart, or be 
in a position to close to a Wall or side. 

Another object of the invention is to prevent tension, 
injury and fatigue to horses and other animals that ?nd 
themselves cast, or are con?ned in narroW areas such as 

stalls, corrals, etc. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a method to 

insure that animals do not become stuck in a horizontal 
position in the event that human caretakers are not around to 
insure the animal’s safety. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a device to 
alloW a horse to leverage against the Wall of a barn, stall, etc. 
Without injuring the hooves, and Without getting caught on 
the animal or the clothing of the animal. 

Other objectives of the invention Will become apparent to 
those skilled in the art once the invention has been shoWn 
and described. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 [Top vieW of the safety strip] is a front isometric 
view of a safety strip in accordance with the invention. 

FIG. 2 [Back vieW of strip is a rear isometric view of the 
safety strip of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 [S] is a side vieW of the safety strip of FIG. I . 
FIG. 4 is an isometric view of a stall including a safety 

strip and including a horse shoWn in an uncast position. 
FIG. 5 is an isometric view of a stall including a safety 

strip and including a horse shoWn in a cast position. 

FIG. 6 is a front isometric vieW of [solid] another 
embodiment of the strip of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 7 [Top vieW] is a side view of [solid] the strip of FIG. 

FIG. 8 [Back] is a rear isometric vieW of [solid] the strip 
of FIG. 6. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The overall construction of the safety strip is as shoWn in 
FIG. 1. Aseries of raised conical portions 4 extend from the 
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front surface of the strip. The strip may be chosen from a 
large variety of materials that Will provide a relatively 
grippable, yet rigid, surface such as: rubber, Wood, plastic, 
metals, etc. As the layers or strips may be cut doWn for better 
use, they should probably be made of materials that are easy 
to cut. 

The strip may be several feet in length With about 5 feet 
being the preferred length. The Width of the strip is, 
preferably, about 2—6 inches. The thickness of the strip is 
preferably about 1.5“. The ends of the strip are tapered about 
1—5“ Which creates a sloping surface 8 as shown in FIG. 3 
that extends from the edge of the bottom surface to the edge 
of the top surface. 

The front surface of the strip provides a point of attach 
ment for the raised portions, or cones 4, that extend from this 
surface. The conical portions should be made o[r]f relatively 
?exible materials such as rubber, certain types of ?exible 
plastic, leather, etc. The cones should be about 2—6“ in 
height and about 1.5“ in diameter at the base of the cone 
Where the cone is attached to the upper surface of the strip. 
The cones are essentially rounded off at the top ie they do 
not have pointed tops but, rather they are rounded tops, see 
FIG. 3. 

The strip is to have a tapered end at 8, for the purpose of 
a smooth attachment point from the strip to the Wall, to 
eliminate injuries to animal. This sloping surface also pre 
vents animal or horse clothing from getting caught at this 
attachment point, i.e., at the point Where the bottom surface 
12 is attached to the surface of the Wall or other structure. 
The tapered end stabiliZes the end of the strip under pres 
sure. The strip may be made in several layers With an upper 
layer (having conical portions) of relatively pliable material 
eg rubber and a bottom layer (having bottom surface 12) of 
stronger material. The sloping surface also minimizes the 
chances [W]that an animal or clothing Would get caught at 
the interface of these layers. 

It is believed that the use of ?exible or malleable materials 
on the upper surface Will add to the grip of the hooves as 
Well as prevent injury to the hooves of the horse. With these 
considerations in mind, the materials may be chosen accord 
ingly. The upper layer may be from one to several inches in 
thickness and probably about 2—6“ in Width. The cones Will 
extend say, 2—6“ from the surface of this front layer. 

The conical portions 4 may be arranged in a series of 
roWs, as shoWn (see FIGS. 1 and 3) With probably about 
three roWs being preferred. Each roW should be offset in 
relation to the other roW so that the conical portions do not 
align With one another When they are vieWed across the 
roWs. 

Ribs 1 reinforce the device and also stabiliZe the strip 
under pressure Which is very important. They are made of 
rubber or other strong materials and may be added to the 
back surface 12 of the strip to enhance the rigidity of the 
strip. It is preferred that these ribs run the length of the strip. 
A series of apertures 6 should also run across the length of 
the strip and these should be of a siZe to alloW a screW or nail 
to be used to hold the strip to the Wall. 

When in use, the strip 10 is attached to a point on a part 
of the static structure, such as a Wall, that encloses the 
animal. The actual placement of the strips may vary due to 
the differences in siZe of such animals but it believed that the 
strip Would be best positioned at a point about 1—12“ beloW 
the Withers of the horse When the horse is in a standing 
position. The strips may be attached by nails, screWs etc. The 
strips may be provided in siZes that alloW them to be cut 
doWn in order to ?t odd-siZed Walls, etc. 

FIGS. 6, 7, and 8, shoW an optional strip With a ?at upper 
surface 14 as opposed to the upper surface With conical 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

4 
portions. The option of a ?at surface Will alloW use With 
Wider range of animals from horses to elephants. 

I claim: 
1. An improved animal stall for animals having hooves 

comprising: a series of Walls[, said Walls] in connection With 
one another so as to form an enclosed stall, at least one of 
said Walls having a frictional strip, said strip having a base 
layer made of a relatively rigid material and said base layer 
having an under surface that is in connection With said Wall, 
said strip having a layer of frictional material in connection 
With said base layer, said frictional strip having a plurality of 
[roWs of] extended portions, each of said plurality extended 
portions [of modi?ed conical shape] having a top and a 
base[, said top of rounded construction] and constructed so 
as to create a space betWeen the bases of each of said 
plurality of extended portions [that roughly corresponds to 
the shape of the] for receiving an animal ’s hoof, said strips 
located at a height on said Wall adapted for the reach of a 
hooved animal [laying] lying doWn. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said strip has a pair 
of ends, each said end having a sloping surface that creates 
an acute angle With said under surface of said base layer. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 Wherein said frictional layer 
is made of rubber. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 Wherein said extended por 
tions are about 2—6“ in height and about 1.5 “ in diameter at 
said base. 

[5. The apparatus of claim 4 Wherein said roWs are offset 
from one another, so that said extended portions of one roW 
are not in linear relation With said extended portions of an 
adjacent roW.] 

[6. An improved stall for animals having hooves com 
prising: a series of Walls in connection With one another so 
as to form an enclosed stall, at least one of said Walls having 
a frictional strip, said strip having a base layer made of 
relatively rigid materials and said base layer having an under 
surface that is in connection With said Wall, said strip having 
a layer of frictional material in connection With said base 
layer, said frictional layer having a plurality of extended 
portions for receipt of an animal’s hoof, said strips located 
at a height on said Wall adapted for the reach of a hoofed 
animal lying doWn.] 

[7. A safety strip for cast animals in a con?nement 
structure comprising: an under surface sufficient for con 
necting to the animal con?nement structure and frictional 
material, said frictional material having a plurality of 
extended portions for receipt of an animal’s hoof enabling 
the animal to push itself aWay from the con?nement struc 
ture.] 

[8. A safety strip for cast animals as in claim 7 Wherein 
said frictional material has extended portions With space 
therebetWeen.] 

9. An improved stall for animals having hooves compris 
ing: a series of walls in connection with one another so as 
to form an enclosed stall, at least one of said walls having 
a frictional strip, said strip having a base layer made of 
relatively rigid material and said base layer having an under 
surface that is in connection with said wall, said strip having 
a layer of frictional material in connection with said base 
layer; said frictional layer having a plurality of extended 
portions for receipt of an animal ’s hoof said plurality of 
extended portions arranged in plurality of rows, said strip 
located at a height on said wall adapted for the reach of a 
hoofed animal lying down, said rows being ojfset from one 
another; so that said extended portions of one row are not in 
linear relation with said extended portions of an adjacent 
row. 


