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SELF-ADHERENT FOAM WRAPPING 
MATERIAL 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue speci? 
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions 
made by reissue. 

This is a Continuation of application Ser No. 08/350,954 
?led Dec. 7, 1994, now abandoned, which is a reissue 
application of Ser. No. 07/568,024 ?led Aug. 16, 1990, US. 
Pat. No. 5,004,642. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to Wrappings and Will have special 
application to a self-adherent Wrap formed of elongated 
strips of foamed plastic. 

The current state of the art in self-adherent ?exible 
bandages and sports equipment grips is the impregnation of 
adhesive into a cloth membrane, Which alloWs the bandage 
or grip to adhere to both itself and to the article to be 
Wrapped. The problem With these prior bandages and grips 
is their limited life span and inability to be Washed. 

The Wrapping material of this invention utilizes technol 
ogy Which is the base subject of US. Pat. No. 4,806,404, 
Which is incorporated herein by reference. The Wrapping 
material is formed of elongated strips of a vinyl foam Which 
has had excess plasticiZer cast into its mixture Which alloWs 
the foam to adhere to itself and most surfaces. The Wrap can 
be Washed and reused since the plasticiZer is incorporated 
directly into the ?nal product as opposed to being added as 
a surface adhesive. The current preferred uses for the Wrap 
are animal limb bandages and sport racket grips, but a 
number of other uses Will no doubt be possible. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide for 
an improved self-adherent Wrap. 

Another object is to provide for a self-adherent Wrap 
Which is Washable and reusable, While maintaining its dura 
bility. 

Other objects Will become apparent upon a reading of the 
folloWing description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the Wrap of this invention. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the Wrap in use as a tennis 
racket grip. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the Wrap in use as an 
animal bandage. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The preferred embodiment herein described is not 
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the 
precise form disclosed. It is chosen and described to explain 
the principles of the invention, and its application and 
practical use to enable others skilled in the art to utilize its 
teachings. 

FIG. 1 illustrates the Wrapping material 10 of this inven 
tion. Wrap 10 is formed of a foamed resinous material, 
preferably foamable PVC resin, Which has incorporated 
thereinto a quantity of plasticiZing agent Which exceeds the 
amount of plasticiZer normally needed to soften the material. 
The composition and manufacturing procedure for the foam 
is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,806,404 Which is incorporated 
herein by reference, and Will not be described further. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

2 
Wrap 10 as shoWn is formed into a thin, elongated strip 12 

of the foamed material and is cast onto a smooth, glossy 
surface release paper 14 (to improve adhesion) at between 
1/64 inch in height to 1/2 inch in height. The Width of strip 12 
is normally between 1/2 inch to 6 inches depending upon 
intended use, and can be formed in various lengths up to at 
least 1000 feet. Strip 12 is normally Wound on a dispensing 
roll 16 (not shoWn) With the release paper 14 separating 
overlapping rolls of the strip to prevent premature adhesion. 

FIGS. 2—3 illustrate strip 12 in use in tWo ?elds: animal 
bandages 18 and sports grips 20. FIG. 3 illustrates bandage 
18 Wrapped about an injured leg of dog 22. To apply 
bandages 18 to limb 24 of dog 22, a user simply ?nds a 
string point and unrolls the strip 12 off of its dispensing roll 
to Wrap the strip in a spiral Wound overlap fashion. Strip 12 
so applied provides support for the limb 24 and also pro 
motes healing of open Wounds due to the air permeable 
nature of the foam. When the bandage 18 gets dirty, it may 
be removed, Washed and reapplied quickly. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the strip 12 in use as a grip 20 on a tennis 
racket 26. Grip 20 is unrolled and spiral Wound as described 
above over the existing racket grip (not shoWn). The teach 
ings of the foam alloWs strip 12 to stick fast to the old grip, 
and also enhances the grip of a user. Due to its inherent 
self-stick properties, grip 20 may be Washed and reused 
When dirty, and resists loss of adhesion due to sWeat, rain or 
other moisture Which destroys many types of cloth grips. 

Other use Will no doubt be possible for the foam. This 
invention is not limited to the above uses and its scope is 
governed only by the scope of the folloWing claims. 

I claim: 
[1. Wrapping material comprising an elongated strip 

formed of cushioned foamed material, said foamed material 
including a quantity of plasticiZer incorporated therein in 
excess of the amount normally needed to soften the material 
Wherein said strip adheres to itself and to an applied surface 
Without use of a separate adhesive] 

[2. The Wrapping material of claim 1 Wherein said applied 
surface is a sporting equipment grip, said strip of suf?cient 
tack to improve the grip of a user] 

[3. The Wrapping material of claim 1 Wherein said applied 
surface is an animal appendage] 

[4. The Wrapping material of claim 1 Wherein said strip is 
formed of Washable, reusable foam, and is cast on a highly 
glossy release paper] 

[5. The Wrapping material of claim 4 Wherein said foam 
is a polyvinyl chloride foam derivative] 

6. A support for a surface of an object comprising: 
wrap means for forming the support in contact with the 

surface of the object,' 
said wrap means being in the form of a self-adherent 

elongated strip means,' 
said strip means formed from a foamed material including 

a polymer and at least 40 weight percent of the foamed 
material is a plasticizer,‘ 

said strip means applied to the surface in a spiral wound 
overlap fashion, without the use of a separate adhesive, 
so that the strip means contacts and adheres to itself 
and the surface to form the support in contact with and 
supporting the surface of the object,' and 

said strip means being washable and reusable to form the 
support without loss of its self-adherent characteristic. 

7. The support of claim 6 wherein the support is a 
bandage. 


