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[57] ABSTRACT 

A golf club cover or set of golf club covers for iron golf 
clubs formed of an elastic. rubber material such as neoprene 
is disclosed. A set of covers Where each of the covers is of 
the same size and such that a snug ?t with any of the irons 
of a set of golf clubs is ensured is also disclosed. 

15 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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NEOPRENE IRON COVERS 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue speci? 
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions 
made by reissue. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
07/735915. filed Jul. 25. 1991. US. Pat. No. 5.015.863. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

It is well known to provide protective covers for the 
striking heads of golf clubs. particularly for “irons” to 
prevent damage to or by the club head. Such damage may 
occur. for example. by the clubs scratching or banging 
together. However. while various types of iron covers are 
known. there is a need for an improved iron cover due to the 
drawbacks and disadvantages of the known iron covers as 
discussed below. 

For example. in British Patent No. 1.397.252 issued to 
Hallam. one type of known golf iron cover is disclosed. This 
type of cover comprises a pouch made of leather or leather 
grained PVC secured together by stitching and having a 
opening for the introduction of an iron head. A ?ap having 
a fastener (e.g.. a fastener such as the type sold under the 
trademark VELCRO) so that the flap can be folded back 
around the heel of the head and shaft of the iron and across 
the pouch to secure the cover to the iron. The need for a ?ap 
to secure the cover to the iron is undesirable in that it is 
inconvenient to use. Speci?cally. in order to ensure that the 
cover does not fall off the iron. the user must remember to 
secure the ?ap. Even if the ?ap is secured by the user it may 
accidentally become unsecured enabling the cover to acci 
dentally fall off. Additionally. when the user desires to use 
the iron. the ?ap must be detached before the cover can be 
removed. 
US. Pat. No. 3.593.769 issued to Spears. also discloses a 

golf club iron cover which requires a fastening means to 
secure the cover to the club. In this patent. a tab is provided 
which wraps around the portion of the club which adjoins 
the shaft. This structure is undesirable for reasons similar to 
those stated with respect to Hallam. 
US. Pat. No. 4.426.815 issued to Ashlin et al.. discloses 

a golf club cover having a casing made of a layered material 
comprising woven nylon as an outer material and expanded 
vinyl as an inner material. While this type of cover avoids an 
additional ?ap or tab as used in Hallam and Spears. this 
cover nevertheless requires a fastening means. This cover 
uses a fastener. (e.g. a fastener such as the type sold under 
the trademark VELCRO) to close the opening to secure the 
cover to the club. British Patent No. 2.133.700 issued to 
Harrison. discloses a similar type of cover. While Ashlin and 
Harrison may be an improvement over the covers requiring 
an additional ?ap or tab. they still require a securing means 
which. if accidentally unfastened. can enable the cover to 
fall off and become lost. Additionally. this type of cover 
requires additional effort by the user in covering and uncov 
ering the clubs each time a club is used 
US. Pat. No. 3.478.799 issued to Hoyt. Jr.. discloses a 

one-piece slip-over cover having no fastening means and 
which is made from plastic (e.g. PVC or polyethylene). This 
overcomes the drawback of using a fastener. However. with 
these types of covers. the cover is shaped to ?t a particular 
type of club. Since the various irons of a set of golf clubs 
have different sizes. a particular cover can only be used with 
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2 
a particular club. Moreover. the use of plastic for a head 
cover is disadvantageous. During particularly warm weather 
the cover expands and can accidentally slip off of the club. 
During cold weather. plastic has a tendency to become brittle 
and crack. especially if impacted by other clubs. Therefore. 
the use of plastic as a material for iron covers is undesirable. 

US. Pat. No. 4.971.126 issued to Borenstein. also dis 
closes a plastic golf club cover and suffers from similar 
drawbacks as those mentioned above with respect to die 
Hoyt patent. Additionally. the Hoyt and Borenstein patents 
both require openings or grooves to enable the iron to be 
inserted into the cover due to the rigidity of the plastic. This 
is also a drawback in that it enables water or other sub 
stances to contact the club head. Therefore. a secure. water 
tight covering of the head is not provided by these covers. 

In view of the foregoing. it is readily apparent that the 
prior art iron covers have various drawbacks which are 
obviously undesirable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In view of the foregoing. it is an object of the present 
invention to overcome these and other drawbacks of the 
prior art. 

Speci?cally. it is one object of the present invention to 
provide a ?exible golf club cover that avoids the use of 
plastic or vinyl material to prevent breakage of the cover or 
accidental disengagement of the cover and club. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
golf club cover which is water resistant and which effec 
tively covers the club to prevent moisture or other undesir 
able objects from contacting the club when covered. 

It is a furthm object of the present invention to provide a 
cover which is very ?exible and easy to use. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
golf club cover which ensures that the cover will not 
accidentally slip off the club and which avoids the need for 
fastening or closure members. 

It is further object of the present invention to provide a 
golf club cover which can be used to cover any of the irons 
contained in a set of golf club irons and which adapts its 
shape upon insertion of the iron to securely cover the iron. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of an improved golf club cover 
according to the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a partial sectional view of the golf club cover of 
FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is illustrates the shape to which the cover of FIG. 
1 is cut prior to it being sewn. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIG. 1. a golf club cover according to the 
present invention is shown. For ease of reference. the golf 
club cover will be referred to as having an open end 10 and 
a closed end 12. The open end has an opening 14 through 
which the club head may be inserted. 
The cover is assembled by cutting a piece of material into 

the general shape shown in FIG. 3. folding along a first edge 
16 and stitching along a second edge 18 and the closed end 
12. Preferably. the ?rst edge 16. along which the cover is 
folded. will comprise a substantially straight edge. The 
opposing second edge 18. which is stitched. will have a 
contour characterized substantially as shown in FIG. 3. 



Re. 35.899 
3 

More speci?cally. the contour of the stitched edge will have 
a downwardly concave portion 18a. a point of in?ection 18b. 
and a upwardly concave surface 18c at the closed end 
thereof. 

According to a novel aspect of the present invention. the 
golf club cover is preferably made of an elastic rubber such 
a neoprene. 

In order to use the cover. the user merely slips the cover 
over the head of the club so that the club head is inserted into 
the opening 14. Due to the physical characteristics of the 
neoprene. the size of the cover. and the shape and contour of 
the cover. the cover ?ts snugly over the club to ensure that 
the cover remains on the club until the user desires to 
remove it. Moreover. due to this combination of features. no 
separate fastening means is required which simpli?es the use 
of the cover and minimizes the complexity thereof. 
Moreover. a watertight cover is provided since the elasticity 
of the material obviates the need for grooves such as those 
used in the prior art plastic covers. 

In the prior art. especially with the plastic iron covers. a 
different sized cover mu st be used for each club. In most golf 
club sets there are approximately eight or nine different 
irons. each having a slightly different sized club head. 
Obviously. it is highly desirable to have one cover that can 
securely ?t any of the clubs. Therefore. according to another 
novel feature of the present invention. since the neoprene 
can be easily stretched to securely cover different sized club 
heads. a set of covers. all of the same size. can be used to 
cover a set of different sized irons. This simpli?es the 
manufacture process for the covers. 
To this end. one embodiment of the invention comprises 

a set of golf club covers that are all of the same size so that 
each of the covers can securely ?t any of the irons of a set 
of golf club irons. This novel feature of the invention is 
possible due the choice of material. i.e. neoprene. and is not 
believed to be heretofore known. 
While neoprene is the preferred material for implement 

ing the present invention. similar types of material can also 
be used. In general. however. it is desired not to use plastics. 
leather or nylon. Neoprene and materials with similar elas 
ticity are preferred. 

Preferably. the size of the opening 14 is smaller than the 
size of the smallest club head of a set or irons. For example. 
the width of the opening W may be 2-21/z" or less and the 
length L may be 4%—5" or less. Preferably. the length L1 at 
the point of in?ection 18b is approximately 2'/z—2%". 

While the preferred shape of the cover is as shown in FIG. 
1. various alternatives exist. In general. it is desirable to have 
a contoured shape to enable the cover to ?t snugly around 
the club head without the need for fastening means. While 
the ?rst edge is preferably straight. it may be contoured. with 
either the same or a different shape than the second edge. 
The foregoing is a description of the preferred embodi 

ments of the present invention. Various modi?cations and 
improvements will be readily apparent to one of ordinary 
skill in the art. The invention is not limited to the preferred 
embodiments. and is only limited by the claims appended 
hereto. 

I claim: 
1. A cover for the head of the golf club iron. comprising 

elastic rubber material shaped in the form of an elongated 
casing and de?ning an opening. said opening having a width 
less than the maximum width of the golf club iron head to 
be covered. wherein said cover comprises a piece of neo 
prene material folded along a ?rst edge and stitched along a 
second edge opposing said ?rst edge and further comprising 
a closed end between said ?rst edge and said second edge. 
wherein said closed end is also stitched. said casing includ~ 
ing means for allowing said cover to ?t snugly over said golf 
club iron head along its entire length. 
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4 
2. The cover of claim 1. wherein said cover is substan 

tially free of any fastening means. 
3. The cover of claim 1. wherein said casing securely 

covers and provides a watertight protective cover for said 
golf club iron head. 

4. A set of golf club covers comprising a plurality of 
covers for covering the heads of a set of golf club irons. 
wherein each of said plurality of covers comprises an 
elongated casing of elastic rubber material having an open 
ing through which said head may be inserted. said opening 
having a width less than the maximum width of the golf club 
iron head to be covered. and each of said plurality of golf 
club covers of said set is of substantially the same size. 
wherein each said cover comprises a piece of neoprene 
material folded along a ?rst edge and stitched along a second 
edge opposing said ?rst edge and further comprising a 
closed end between said ?rst edge and said second edge 
wherein said closed end is also stitched. said casing includ 
ing means for allowing said cover to ?t snugly over said golf 
club iron head alongits entire length. 

5. The golf club covers of claim 4. wherein said covers are 
substantially free of any fastening means. 

6. The golf club covers of claim 4. wherein said casing 
securely covers and provides a watertight protective cover 
for said golf club iron head. 

7. A cover for the head of the golf club iron. comprising 
elastic rubber material shaped in the form of an elongated 
casing and de?ning an opening. said opening have a width 
less than the maximum width of the golf club iron head to 
be covered. wherein said cover has a closed end opposed to 
said opening. a substantially straight ?rst edge. located 
between said opening and said closed end. along which said 
material is folded and an opposing second edge having a 
contour characterized by a downwardly concave section 
extending to a point of in?ection and a upwardly concave 
section extending to said closed end. 

8. The cover of claim 7. wherein said material is neoprene. 
9. The cover of claim 7. wherein said cover is substan 

tially free of any fastening means. 
10. A cover for the head of a golf club. comprising an 

elongated casing formed of an elastic rubber material for 
?tting over the head of a golf club. said casing comprising 
a ?rst edge extending along a ?rst portion of a golf club head 
and including an opening having a top. a bottom. and a width 
less than the maximum width of said golf club head to be 
covered. said ?rst edge having a contour characterized by a 
downwardly concave section extending from the bottom of 
said opening to a point of in?ection and an upwardly 
concave section extending from said point of in?ection to a 
second edge. said second edge extending along a second 
portion of said golf club head and extending from said ?rst 
edge to the top of said opening. 

11. The cover of claim 10. wherein said material is 
neoprene. 

12. The cover of claim 10. wherein said cover is substan 
tially free of any fastening means. 

13. The cover of claim 10. wherein said casing comprises 
a single piece of material folded along said second edge 
along a portion of said second edge adjacent to the top of 
said opening. 

14. A cover for the head of a golf club iron comprising: 
a neoprene elongated casing de?ning an opening, said 

opening having a width less than the maximum width of 
a golf club iron head to be covered; 

said casing comprising: 
a ?rst edge, 
a second edge opposing said ?rst edge, 
a closed end between said ?rst edge and said second 

edge, said casing being stitched along said second 
edge and said closed end; and 
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means for allowing said casing to fit snugly over said 
golf club iron head along its entire length. 

I 5. A cover for the head of a golf club iron comprising: 
an elongated casing formed of an elastiz‘ rubber material 
for ?tting over the head of a golf club iron; 

said casing comprising a ?rst edge portion, a second edge 
portion, and an opening having a ?rst side, a second 
side, and a size less than the maximum width of said 
golf club iron head to be covered; 

5 

6 
the ?rst edge portion and second edge portion de?ning a 

closed end of the casing; and 
the ?rst edge portion having a ?rst contour and the second 

edge portion having a second contour such that the 
casing has a contoured shape to enable the cover the ?t 
snugly around the head of a golf club iron head without 
the need for fastening means. 

* * * * >i< 


