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[51] ABSTRACT 
A drive for a laundry machine having a means for agi 
tating water and fabrics to launder the fabrics and for 
spinnning the fabrics to effect centrifugal displacement 
of water from the fabrics. An ‘electronically commu 
tated motor energized from a DC power source for 
driving the agitating and spinning means includes a 
stator with a plurality of winding stages adapted to be 
elctronically commutated in a plurality of preselected 
sequences, and a rotatable assembly is arranged in selec 
tive magnetic coupling relation with the winding stages 
so as to be rotatably driven thereby. The rotatable as 
sembly is rotatably driven in one direction in response 
to the electronic commutation of at least some of the 
winding stages in one of the preselected sequences and 
also in the one direction and another direction opposite 
thereto in response to the electronic commutation of the 
winding stages in another of the preselected sequences. 
Means is provided for driving the agitating and spinning 
means from the rotatable assembly of the electronically 
commutated motor. 

29 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets 
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LAUNDRY MACHINE DRIVE 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue speci?ca 
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made 
by reissue. 

This is a divisional, of application Ser. No. 487,921, 
?led Apr. 22, 1983, now (1.8. Pat. No. 4.806. 71 7 which in 
turn was a division of Ser. No. 304,536, ?led Sept. 22, 
1981 (now US. Pat. No. 4,434,546 issued Mar. 6, 1984), 
which was a division of Ser. No. 077,784 filed Sept. 21, 
1979 (now U.S. Pat. No. 4,327,302 issued Apr. 27, l982). 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates in general to laundry appara 
tus. 

BACKG'RTDUND OF THE INVENTION 
In the past conventional DC motors, commutation 

was effected by brushes riding on a segmented commu 
tator so as to control the currents ?owing through the 
armature winding sections of such past conventional 
DC motors. Of course, one of the disadvantageous or 
undesirable features attendant to the above discussed 
commutated DC motors is believed to be that wear of 
the brushes thereof necessitated frequent brush replace 
ment. Other disadvantages features of these past com 
mutated DC motors are believed to be that sparking 
may have occurred between the brushes and segmented 
commutator thereof which not only may have effected 
RF interference but also may have limited the use of 
such commutated DC motors in some critical or partic 
ular environmental applications. 

Various circuit and motor design schemes have been 
utilized in the past to develop various types of brushless 
DC motors, and one such scheme is shown in the David 
M. Erdman US. Pat. No. 4,005,347 issued Jan. 25, l977 
and US Pat. No. 4,015,182 issued Mar. 29, 1977, each 
of which are incorporated herein by reference. In these 
patents, a brushless DC motor has a stator with a plural 
ity of windings therein, a rotor having a plurality of 
constant magnetic polar regions, and means for sensing 
the relative position of the rotor polar regions with 
respect to the stator. Positive signals developed by the 
position sensing means were processed by circuitry for 
selectively energizing the windings of the motor. 

In‘ the present day clothes washing or laundry ma 
chines having a generally coaxially arranged agitator 
and a spin tub, the agitator is rotated with an oscillating 
movement, and the rotation of the spin tub is unidirec 
tional at a speed appreciably greater than that of the 
agitator oscillation. Of course, many different transmis 
sion mechanism and drive schemes have been employed 
in the past to effect the aforementioned particular oscil 
lation and unidirectional rotation of the agitator and 
spin tub; however, it is believed that a disadvantageous 
or undesirable feature of such past schemes was that 
they were too costly and/or too complicated not only 
from the viewpoint of manufacture but also from the 
viewpoint of power usage and maintenance by the con 
sumer. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Among the several objects of the invention may be 
noted the provision of an improved drive for a laundry 
machine and which overcomes the above discussed 
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2 
disadvantageous or undesirable features, as well as oth 
ers, of the prior art; the provision of such improved 
drive utilizes an electronically commutated motor hav 
ing stationary and rotatable assemblies where are of a 
compact size and yet provide a comparatively large 
output rating; 

the precision of such improved drive in which the 
inertia of the moving parts thereof is low; 

the provision of such improved drive in which a 
transmission mechanism is selectively operable to di 
rectly drive an agitator and a spin tub of the laundry 
machine and wherein such transmission is directly 
driven by the electronically commutated motor; and the 
provision of such improved drive which is simplistic in 
design, easily assembled and economically manufac 
tured. These as well as other objects and advantageous 
features of the present invention will be in part apparent 
and in part pointed out hereinafter. 

In general and in one form of the invention, a drive is 
provided for a laundry machine having a DC power 
source associated therewith and also having a means for 
agitating water and fabrics to be laundered thereby and 
for thereafter spinning the fabrics to effect centrifugal 
displacement of water from the fabrics. The drive has 
an electronically commutated motor adapted to be en 
ergized from the DC power source for driving the agi 
tating and spinning means, and the electronically com 
mutated motor includes a stator having a multi-stage 
winding arrangement with a plurality of winding stages 
adapted to be electronically commutated in a plurality 
of preselected sequences. A rotatable assembly associ 
ated with the stator is arranged in selective magnetic 
coupling relation with the winding stages so as to be 
rotatably driven thereby, and the rotatable assembly is 
rotatably driven in one direction in response to the 
electronic commutation of at least some of the winding 
stages in one of the preselected sequences and also is 
rotatably driven in the one direction and another direc 
tion opposite thereto in response to the electronic com 
mutation of the winding stages in another of the prese 
lected sequences. Means is provided for driving the 
agitating and spinning means from the rotatable assem 
bly of the electronically commutated motor. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is an enlarged plan view of a punched out 
rotatable assembly lamination; 
FIG. 2 is a functional box diagram illustrating a 

method of making a core for use in a rotatable assembly 
of a dynamoelectric machine; 
FIGS. 3-8 are enlarged partial views of the lamina 

tion of FIG. 1 and illustrate principles which may be 
practiced in the method represented by the functional 
box diagram of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 9 is an end view of a rotatable assembly which 

may be formed in accordance with the method illus 
trated by the functional box diagram of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 10 is a sectional view taken along line 10-10 of 

FIG. 9. 
FIG. 11 is a sectional view taken along line 11-11 of 

FIG. 10; 
FIG. 12 is a graphical representation illustrating the 

magnetic properties of magnetic material elements uti 
lized in the rotatable assembly of FIGS. 9-11 as well as 
those of other magnetic material elements. 
FIG. 13 is a greatly enlarged end view illustrating a 

stationary assembly with a plurality of winding stages 
schematically shown and arranged in the stationary 
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assembly; FIG. 14 is a partial sectional view taken from 
FIG. 13 illustrating the disposition of coils of the wind 
ing stages with a coil receiving slot of the stationary 
assembly; 
FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram illustrating the distri 

bution of the winding stages in the coil receiving slots of 
the stationary assembly in FIG. 13; 
FIGS. 15A and 15B are schematic diagrams illustrat 

ing the distribution of alternative winding stages as they 
may be arranged in the coil receiving slots of the sta 
tionary assembly of FIG. 3, respective 
FIG. 16 is an actual size plan view illustrating an 

electronically commutated motor; 
FIG. 17 is an end view of the electronically commu 

tated motor of FIG. 16; 
FIG. 18 is a sectional view taken along line 18-18 of 

FIG. 17; 
FIG. 19 is a diagrammatic representation illustrating 

positions of pole‘ sections in the rotatable assembly of 
the electronically commutated motor of FIGS. 16-18 
with respect to the winding stages in the stationary 
assembly thereof at the instant one of the winding stages 
is commutated so as to be excited; 
FIG. 20 is a graphical representation of the voltage 

which may be developed upon the selective energiza 
tion of the winding stages in the electronically commu 
tated motor of FIGS. 15-19; 
FIG. 21 is a sectional view illustrating a transmission 

mechanism adapted for use in a laundry machine; 
FIGS. 22-24 are sectional views taken along lines 

22-22, 23-23 and 24-24 in FIG. 21, respectively; 
FIG. 25 is a partial sectional view illustrating a laun 

dry machine as well as a drive therefor in one form of 
the invention; 
FIG. 26 is an enlarged partial view partially in cross 

section taken from FIG. 25; 
FIGS, 27 and 28 are partial sectional views illustrat 

ing alternative pole sections which may be utilized in 
the lamination of FIG. 1, the rotatable assembly of 
FIGS. 9-11 and the method of making such in FIGS. 
2-8 respectively; 
FIG. 29 is an elevational view partially in section 

illustrating an alternative rotatable assembly which may 
be utilized with the stationary assembly in the electroni 
cally commutated motor of FIGS. 15-19; 
F 1G. 30 is a sectional view taken along lines30-30 in 

FIG. 29; 
FIG. 31 is a functional box diagram illustrating a 

method of making a core for use in the rotatable assem 
bly of FIG. 29; and 
FIGS. 32 and 33 are enlarged partial views of the 

core of FIGS. 29 and 30 and illustrate principles which 
may be practiced in the method represented by the 
functional box diagram of FIG. 31. 

Corresponding reference characters refer to corre 
sponding parts throughout the several views of the 
drawings. 
The exempli?cations set out herein illustrate the pre 

ferred embodiments of the invention in one form 
thereof, and such exempli?cations are not to be con 
strued as limiting the scope of the invention in any 
manner. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings in general, there is 
shown at 41 a lamination adapted to be used in a ferro 
magnetic core or rotor 43 of a dynamoelectric machine, 
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4 
such as an electronically commutated motor or brush 
less DC motor 45 or the like for instance (FIGS. 1, 9-11 
and 16-18). Lamination 41 has a unitary body 47 
blanked or otherwise formed from a generally thin 
ferromagnetic material, such as an electrical grade sheet 
steel or the like for instance, and a plurality of pole 
sections 49 are spaced apart from each other generally 
about the body (FIG. 1). A plurality of means, such as 
inner peripheral bridges or connecting arms 51 for in 
stance, on body 47 are interposed between adjacent 
ones of pole sections 49 for bridging therebetween, 
respectively. A plurality of other pole sections 53 of 
body 47 are interposed in spaced relation between the 
adjacent ones of pole section 49, and a plurality of sets 
or pairs of other means, such as outer peripheral bridges 
or connecting arms 55 or the like for instance, are inter 
posed between the adjacent ones of pole sections 49 and 
pole sections 53 for bridging therebetween, respec 
tively. 
More particularly and with speci?c reference to FIG. 

1, body 47 of lamination 41 has a pair of radially spaced 
outer and inner peripheral edges 57, 59 with the inner 
peripheral edge de?ning a generally centrally located 
shaft receiving bore or the like through the body as 
discussed hereinafter. A plurality of openings, such as 
generally V-shaped apertures or. slots 61 for instance, 
are provided through body 47 between peripheral edges 
57,59 thereof, respectively, and the openings are ar 
ranged with each other in generally arcuate spaced 
relation about the body. Thus, pole sections 49 respec 
tively are de?ned on body 47 generally between adja 
cent ones of openings 61. 
Each of openings 61 has a pair of leg parts 63,65 

tapering toward each other generally in a direction 
from outer peripheral edge 57 toward inner peripheral 
edge 59. Leg parts 63,65 each have a pair of opposite 
side edges 67,69 and 71, 73, and a pair of end edges or 
end portions 75,77 are interposed between the side 
edges generally adjacent outer peripheral edge 57 while 
a common end edge or end portion 79 is interposed 
between side edges 67,73 generally adjacent inner pe 
ripheral edge 59. Thus, side edges 67,73 of leg parts 
63,65 are provided on adjacent ones of pole sections 49, 
and side edges 69,71 are provided on pole sections 53 
between the adjacent ones of pole sections 49, respec 
tively. Further, bridging means or inner bridges 51 are 
de?ned between inner peripheral edge 59 and common 
end edge 79 so as to integrally interconnect between 
pole sections 49, and sets or pairs of bridging means or 
outer bridges 55 are arranged between outer peripheral : 
edge 57 and each end edge 75,77 of leg parts 63,65 in 
openings 61 so as to de?ne narrow peripheral bands or 
strips on body 47 which may be deformed generally 
radially inwardly toward the leg parts, respectively, as 
discussed in detail hereinafter. Thus, bridges’ or bridge 
pairs 55 are integrally interconnected between each 
pole section 53 and the pole sections 49 adjacent 
thereto, respectively. Pole sections 53 are defined gen- ‘ 
erally between side edges 69, 71 of leg parts 63,65 in 
openings 61 and extend therebetween generally radially 
inwardly from outer peripheral edge 57 toward inner 
peripheral edge 59. The radially inner ends of side edges 
69,71 intersect with a free end edge 81 on pole section 
53 which is arranged generally in opposite or facing 
relation with common end edge 79, and a pair of oppo 
site tabs or abutments 83,85 integrally formed on each 
of pole sections 53 extend generally from the opposite 
side edges of the pole section at least generally adjacent 
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the free end edge into leg parts 63,65 of openings 61, 
respectively. While openings 61 are described herein as 
being generally V-shaped in lamination 41, it is contem 
plated that other openings having different shapes may 
be employed within the scope of the invention so as to 
meet the objects thereof, and of course, such different 
shaped openings would also after the shape of the pole 
sections. 

Referring again in general to the drawings and reca 
pitulating at least in part with respect to the foregoing, 
there is illustrated a method for making, manufacturing 
or assembling rotor 43 which has a plurality of discrete 
polar regions or areas, such as generally de?ned by pole 
sections 49,53, with such polar regions or pole sections 
being spaced apart generally about a peripheral portion 
87 of the rotor (FIGS. 3-10). In this method, pole sec 
tions 53 are positioned, disposed or otherwise located or 
arranged in preselected positions spaced between adja 
cent ones of pole sections 49 (FIGS. 1 and 3), and a 
plurality of sets or pairs of magnetic material elements 
89,91 are disposed or otherwise arranged between pole 
sections 53 and the adjacent ones of pole sections 49, 
respectively (FIGS. 4 and 5). A hardenable nonmag 
netic material 93 is provided in rotor 43 between pole 
sections 49,53 and magnetic material elements 89,91 so 
as to be solidi?ed in place therebetween, and the non 
magnetic material acts along with the magnetic material 
elements to effect magnetic polarity de?nition between 
pole sections 49,53 while also retaining or maintaining 
the magnetic material elements and pole sections 53 in 
their preselected positions against displacement, respec 
tively (FIG. 6). I-Iardenable material 93 may be alumi 
num, copper or respective alloys thereof or other non 
magnetic materials having good electrical conductivity 
properties. 
More particularly and with speci?c reference to 

FIGS. 1-8 and 10, a plurality of laminations 41 are 
stacked or otherwise assembled together generally in 
juxtaposed or face-to-face relation, as illustrated gener 
ally in FIGS. 3 and 10, thereby to form a lamination 
stack 95 having a predetermined stack height or length 
required for rotor 43 of FIG. 10, and the stacking of the 
laminations is illustrated by functional diagram box 97 
in FIG. 2. Either during or subsequent to the above 
discussed stacking of laminations 41 into rotor stack 95, 
openings 61 of the lamination are respectively aligned 
or otherwise arranged with each other so as to de?ne a 
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plurality of slots or slot openings 99 which extend V 
through rotor 43 between a pair of opposite ends or end 
portions 101, 103 thereof, as best seen in FIGS. 3 and 10. 
Even though the alignment of openings 61 so as to form 
slots 99 may be accomplished during the stacking of 
laminations 41, as discussed above, such opening align 
ment is illustrated in a separate functional diagram box 
105 of FIG. 2. Although slots 99 are shown as extending 
generally axially through rotor 43 between ‘opposite 
ends 101, 103 thereof, it is contemplated that the slots 
may be slightly skewed during the alignment of open 
ings 61 within the scope of the invention so as to meet 
at least some of the objects thereof. Further and albeit 
not shown for the sake of brevity, it is to be understood 
that suitable equipment may be employed to effect the 
stacking of laminations 41 and the alignment of open 
ings 61 so as to form slots 99 through stator 43. Of 
course, it may also be noted that upon the above dis 
cussed alignment of openings 61, outer and inner pe 
ripheral edges 57, 59 of laminations 41 .in stack 95 
thereof are also generally aligned or otherwise arranged 
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with each other so that outer peripheral edges 57 gener 
ally de?ne peripheral portion or wall 87 on rotor 43 
between opposite ends 101, 103 thereof and inner pe 
ripheral edges 59 generally de?ne a shaft receiving bore 
107 extending through the rotor between the opposite 
ends thereof, respectively, as best seen in FIG. 10. Of 
course, the particular edges on laminations 41 which 
de?ne openings 81 therethrough, as discussed herein 
above, are also disposed generally in alignment with 
each other upon the alignment of the openings so as to 
form slots 99 in rotor stack 95, and such particular edges 
in their aligned formation de?ne wall or wall means of 
the slot; however, for the sake of brevity, such slot 
walls will be designated by the reference numeral of 
such particular edges corresponding thereto when re 
ferred to hereinafter. 

Magnetic material elements 89,91 such as elongate 
block or bar magnets for instance, are provided with a 
pair of opposite generally flat surfaces or faces 109, 111 
interposed between a pair of opposite generally flat 
intermediate surfaces or end faces 113, 115, respec 
tively. When openings 61 of laminations 41 are aligned 
through rotor stack 95 to de?ne slots 99 thereof, as 
discussed above, magnets 89,91 are respectively in 
serted, placed, positioned or otherwise disposed within 
of the slots so that opposite faces 109,111 of the magnets 
are arranged generally in facing relation with opposite 
sidewalls 67,69 and 71, 73 of the slots extending through 
rotor stack 95, respectively, as shown in FIG. 4. In 
other words, opposite faces 109, 111 of magnets 89,91 
extend generally in face-to-face relation with pole sec 
tions 49,53 generally throughout their lengths with 
respect to slots 99 between opposite end faces 101, 103 
of rotor stack 95. Of course, due to manufacturing toler 
ances for both lamination 43 and magnets 89, 91, it is 
contemplated that the magnets may be generally loosely 
positioned in slots 99. Upon the placement of magnets 
89,91 within slots 99, opposite intermediate surfaces 115 
of the magnets may be sealed or otherwise located on 
opposite tabs 83,85 of pole sections 53 so that the other 
opposite intermediate surace 113 of the magnets are 
spaced from outer bridges or bridge sections 55 in rotor 
stack 95. Magnets 89,91 are available from TDK Elec 
tronics Co.. Ltd., 2-14-6, Uchikanda, Chiyoda-ku, To 
kyo, Japan under Model No. TDK-30 and generally 
have the magnetic characteristics as illustrated in the 
graph of FIG. 12. The placement of magnets 89,91 in 
slots 99 is illustrated in functional diagram box 117 in 
FIG. 2. While the particular shape and magnetic char 
acteristics of magnets 89,91 are disclosed herein, it is 
contemplated that other magnets having other shapes 
and/ or other magnetic characteristics may be employed 
in rotor 43 within the scope of the invention so as to 
meet the objects thereof, and it is also contemplated that 
more than two magnets may be utilized in the de?nition 
of a polar region of the rotor within the scope of the 
invention so as to meet the objects thereof. For the sake 
of comparison, the magnetic characteristics of some of 
the above mentioned other magnets which might be 
employed in rotor 43 are also shown in the graph of 
FIG. 12. 

After the placement of magnets 89,91 within slots 99 
of rotor stack 95, outer bridges 55 of laminations 41 are 
displaced or otherwise deformed generally along the 
entire length of the rotor stack between 5 opposite ends 
101, 103 thereof in a direction generally inwardly of the 
core stack or toward leg parts 63,65 of the slots, as 
shown in FIG. 5. Bridges 55 in rotor stack 95 may be so 
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deformed by a tool 119, as illustrated schematically in 
FIG. 5, forced against outer peripheral portion 87 of 
rotor 43 generally along the bridges. In response to this 
deformation of outer bridges 55, pole sections 53 and 
magnets 89,91 are movable therewith and relative to 
pole sections 49 so that opposite faces 109, 111 of the 
magnets are abutted or otherwise engaged generally in 
face-to-face relation with pole sections 49 and pole 
sections 53, respectively. of course, this deformation of 
outer bridges 55 and the resulting movement of pole 
sections 53 and magnets 89,91 is just great enough to 
take up the aforementioned manufacturing tolerances 
therebetween to insure that opposite faces 109,111 of 
the magnets are engaged in the face-to-face relation 
with pole sections 49,53 generally along the lengths 
thereof in slots 99. However, if the aforementioned 
manufacturing tolerances between magnets 89,91 and 
pole sections 49,53 are satisfactory so as to afford an 
acceptable or ‘desirable ?ux transfer relation therebe 
tween, it is contemplated that the above discussed de 
formation of bridges 55, as illustrated in functional dia 
gram box 121, of FIG. 2, may be omitted from the 
method of manufacturing rotor 43 within the scope of 
the invention so as to meet the objects thereof. Albeit 
not shown for the purpose of disclosure brevity, it is 
understood that suitable equipment may be utilized to 
effect the deformation of outer bridges 55 generally 
simultaneously or in any given order so as to effect the 
tolerance take-up movement of pole sections 53 and 
magnets 89,91, as discussed above. 
With magnets 89,91 so respectively positioned within 

slots 99 in abutment between pole sections 49, 53, a 
squirrel cage winding, indicated generally at in FIGS. 9 
and 10, is integrally formed with rotor stack 95, and the 
squirrel cage windin g comprises a plurality of rotor bars 
125 extending through the slots and integral with a pair 
of opposite generally annular end rings 127, 129 dis~ 
posed on opposite ends 101, 103 of the core stack be 
tween peripheral portion 87 and bore 107 thereof, re 
spectively. If desired, a plurality of fan blades 131 may 
also be integrally formed with end rings 127, 129, re 
spectively. Of course, it is contemplated that suitable 
equipment may be employed to effect the formation of 
squirrel cage winding 123 with rotor stack 95; however, 
for the sake of brevity, a disclosure of such equipment is 
omitted. In the formation of squirrel cage winding 123, 
hardenable material 93 is provided or otherwise intro 
duced into the interstices within slots 99 generally about 
magnets 89,91 therein and between pole sections 49, 53 
and inner and outer bridges 55,59, respectively, as 
shown in FIG. 6. Thus, hardenable materials 93 fills the 
aforementioned interstices within slots 99 throughout 
the lengths thereof between opposite ends 101, 103 of 
rotor stack 95, so as to de?ne bars 125 therein, and 
generally simultaneously therewith, opposite end rings 
127, 129 of the hardenable material are formed or other 
wise de?ned on opposite ends 101, 103 of the rotor 
stack, respectively. Of course, hardenable material 93 
may be poured, cast, injected or otherwise provided in 
slots 99 of rotor stack 95 so as to effect the generally 
simultaneous formation of bars 125 and opposite end 
rings 127, 129 of squirrel cage winding 123 with the 
rotor stack upon the solidi?cation in place of the hard 
enable material. The formation of squirrel cage winding 
123 is illustrated generally by a functional diagram box 
133 in FIG. 2. ' 
When hardenable material 93 is solidi?ed in situ so as 

to form squirrel cage winding 123 on rotor stack 95, as 
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discussed above, a part of each deformed outer bridge 
55 may be removed from peripheral portion 87 of the 
core stack so as to provide a plurality of grooves or 
spaces 135 between pole sections 49, 53 disjoining or 
otherwise disassociating them along the entire length of 
the core stack between opposite ends 101, 103 thereof, 
respectively, as shown in FIG. 7 and illustrated by a 
functional diagram box 137 in FIG. 2. To effect this 
aforementioned disjoinder of pole sections 49, 53, a tool, 
such as a milling or broaching tool or the like for in 
stance as schematically illustrated at 139 in FIG. 7, may 
be engaged with deformed outer bridges 55 on periph 
eral portion 87 of rotor stack 95 and operated to ma 
chine away portions or sections of the bridges along the 
entire length of the core stack between opposite ends 
101, 103 thereof so as to effect the physical separation or 
disjoinder of pole sections 49, 53. However, it should be 
noted that upon the above described disjoinder of pole 
sections 49, 53, grooves 135 are located or otherwise 
arranged between the pole sections so that remaining 
parts or sections of deformed bridges 45 define a pair of 
opposed ?anges or extensions 141, 143 on adjacent ones 
of pole sections 49 which extend therefrom in part over 
leg parts 63,65 of slots 99 along the length of rotor stack 
95 between opposite ends 101, 103 thereof, respectively. 
It is, of course, contemplated that deformed outer brid 
ges 55 may be machined generally simultaneously or in 
any selected order within the scope of the invention so 
as to meet at least some of the objects thereof. Also, it is 
contemplated that suitable equipment may be utilized to 
effect the machining of deformed outer bridges 55, but 
for the sake of brevity, a disclosure of such equipment is 
omitted. 
Upon the above discussed disjoinder of pole sections 

49, 53, it may be noted that portions of hardenable mate 
rial 93 are predeterminately solidified in place or other 
wise arranged between the pole sections within slots 99 
so as to be abutted or otherwise engaged between op 
posed ?anges 141, 143 on pole sections 49 and opposite 
surfaces113 of magnets 89, 91. Since opposite surfaces 
115 of magnets 89,91 are seated on opposite tabs 83,85 
of pole sections 53, the coaction of the magnets and the 
aforementioned portions of hardenable material 93 en 
gaged between flanges 141, 143 and opposite surfaces 
113 of the magnets serve to cage or otherwise retain or 
maintain pole sections 53 against displacement from 
slots 99, respectively. Further, it may also be noted that 
the disposition of hardenable material 93 and magnets 
89,91 within the slots 99 in abutment between pole sec— 
tions 49,53 also serve to effect the magnetic polarity 
definition between the pole sections. In other words, 
hardenable material 93 and magnets 89,91 in their re 
spective abutting or spacing relation between pole sec 
tions 49,53 effectively magnetically define the polarity 
of pole sections 53 from that of adjacent ones of pole 
sections 49 which are integrally interconnected with 
each other by inner bridges 59. Thus, in response to the 
magnetic affect of magnets 89,91, pole sections 53 are 
each magnetized so as to have the same polarity while 
pole sections 49, which are integrally interconnected by 
inner bridges 59, each are magnetized so as to have a 
polarity opposite to that of pole sections 53. In view of 
the foregoing, it may be further noted that pole sections 
49,53 define discrete constant polar regions or areas 
extending generally about peripheral portion 87 of rotor 
43 and between opposite ends 101, 103 thereof, respec 
ti_vely. . 
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Subsequent to the disjoinder of pole sections 49, 53 in 
rotor stack 95, peripheral portion 87 thereof may be 
turned on otherwise machined to provide the rotor 
stack with a preselected diameter. As seen in FIG. 8 and 
as illustrated by a functional diagram box 145 in FIG. 2, 
outer peripheral edges 57 of laminations 41 in rotor 
stack 95 may be engaged and machined by a tool, such 
as a lathe bit or the like for instance schematically at 147 ' 
in FIG. 8, thereby to provide peripheral portion 87 of 
the rotor stack with a preselected olitside diameter 
generally between opposite ends 101, 103 thereof. 
While the above discussed turning of rotor stack 95 to 
the preselected outside diameter thereof may be per 
formed by certain equipment, such as a lathe or the like 
for instance, a disclosure of such equipment is omitted 
for the sake or brevity. 
With respect to the magnetization of magnets 89,91, it 

is preferred that such magnetization be accomplished 
upon the assembly of electronically commutated motor 
45, as discussed hereinafter. In other words, once elec 
tronically commutated motor 45 is assembled together, 
pole sections 49,53 of rotor 43 may be aligned under a 
particular one of the winding stages of the electroni 
cally commutated motors, and when so aligned, a rela 
tively high current may be passed through such particu 
lar one winding stage thereby to effect the magnetiza 
tion of magnets 89,91, as well as known in the art. Of 
course, it is contemplated that suitable equipment may 
be utilized to effect the magnetization of magnets 89,91 
in rotor 43, as discussed above, but for the sake of brev 
ity, a description of such suitable equipment is omitted. 
While the magnetization of magnets 89,91 in rotor 43 as 
discussed above is preferred, it is also contemplated that 
the magnets could be magnetized before they are dis 
posed in rotor slots 99 or subsequent to the completion 
of the assembly of rotor 43 by magnetizing pole sections 
49,53 thereof all at the same time within the scope of the 
invention so as to meet at least some of the objects 
thereof. 

Referring again in general to the drawings and reca 
pitulating at least in part with respect to the foregoing, 
there is shown a rotatable assembly 151 which is 
adapted to be used in dynamoelectric machine 45 
(FIGS. 9-11 and 8). Rotatable assembly 151 comprises 
rotor 43 having a plurality of means, such as slots 99 
which may be thought of as including grooves 135 for 
receiving pole sections 53 in the rotor (FIGS. 10 and 
11). Means, indicated generally at 153, is provided in 
receiving means or slots 99 for de?ning the the mag 
netic polarity of pole sections 53 with respect to adja 
cent parts of rotor 43, such as for instance the ones of 
pole sections 49 of the rotor adjacent pole sections 53, 
and for retaining or maintaining pole sections 53 against 
displacement from the slots, respectively (FIGS. 10 and 
11). De?ning and retaining means 153 include magnets 
89,91 disposed between pole sections 49,53 and harden 
able material 93 solidi?ed in place in slots 99 between 
pole sections 9,53 and the magnets, respectively (FIGS. 
10 and 11). 
More particularly and with speci?c reference to 

FIGS. 9-11, rotor 43 has its shaft receiving bore 107 
de?ned therein by inner peripheral edges 59 of lamina 
tions 41 in rotor stack 95, and the bore intersects with 
opposite ends 101, 103 of rotor 43, respectively, as pre 
viously mentioned. A shaft 155 is disposed in bore 107 in 
displacement preventing engagement with rotor 43, and 
a pair of opposite extensions or end sections 157,159 on 
the shaft extend‘ generally axially beyond opposite ends 
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101, 103 of rotor 43, the shaft extensions being adapted 
to be suitably journaled in dynamoelectric machine 45, 
as discussed hereinafter. Rotor 43 and shaft 155 may be 
assembled together in the displacement preventing en 
gagement by suitable means, such as press-?tting or heat 
shrinking for instance. In the preferred embodiment of 

' rotatable assembly 151, rotor 43 is heated to effect ex 
pansion of bore 107 therein, and at least one of the rotor 
and shaft 155 are moved with respect to the other 
thereof in order to position the bore in a preselected 
coaxial location about the shaft with respect to at least 
one of opposite extensions 157, 159 thereof. When so 
located, rotor 43 is allowed to cool thereby to effect the 
contraction or heat shrinking of the rotor and its bore 
107 into the displacement preventing or gripping en 
gagement with shaft 155 in the preselected coaxial loca 
tion thereon. While rotatable assembly 151 is disclosed 
having eight poles, it is contemplated that other rotat 
able assemblies having different numbers of poles may 
be utilized within the scope of the invention so as to 
meet at least some of the objects thereof. 
With reference again in general to the drawings, a 

stationary assembly 161 shown is adapted to be used in 
electronically commutated motor 45 (FIGS. 13-18). 
Stationary assembly 161 comprises a ferromagnetic 
core or stator 163 with a plurality of winding receiving 
slots 165 disposed generally thereabout (FIGS. 13 and 
14). A multi-stage winding arrangement, indicated gen 
erally at 167, includes a plurality of winding stages 171, 
173, 175 each having a plurality of coils 177-1 to 177-8, 
179-1 to 179-9 and 181-1 to 181-8 with each of the coils 
thereof having at least one conductor turn 183 with 
opposite side portions 185 received or otherwise ac 
commodated in respective ones of slots 165, respec 
tively (FIGS. 13 and 15). Most, or at least some, of coils 
177, 179, 181 in winding stages 171, 173, 175 have a side 
turn portion 185 thereof sharing a respective one of 
slots 165 with a side turn portion of other coils in the 
same winding stage, respectively (FIGS. 13 and 15). 
Two pairs of coils 179 in winding stage 173 have a side 
turn portion 185 thereof sharing respective ones of slots 
165 with two pairs of coils 177, 181 in winding stages 
171, 175, and two pairs of coils 167, 181 of winding 
stages 171, 175 have a side turn portion thereof which 
do not share a respective one of slots 165, respectively 
(FIGS. 13 and 15). 
More particularly and with specific reference to 

FIGS. 13-15, and 18, stator 163 has a generally cylindric 
shaped peripheral portion or section 187 interposed or 
interconnected between a pair of opposite end faces or 
portions 189, 191 of the stator; however, it is contem 
plated that other stators having various other shapes, 
such as opposite peripheral ?ats thereon for instance as 
well as other slot shapes or con?gurations, may be uti 
lized within the scope of the invention so as to meet at 
least some of the objects thereof. A plurality of teeth 
193 are integrally formed on stator 163 between adja 
cent ones of winding slots 165 with the teeth and slots 
extending generally axially through the core so as to 
intersect with opposite end faces 189, 191 thereof, and 
the teeth have generally arcuately spaced apart tips or 
radially inner ends 195 which define, at least in part, a 
bore 197 extending generally axially through the core 
between the opposite end faces thereof, respectively. 
While twenty-six winding slots 165 are disclosed in 
stator 163, it is contemplated that other stators having 
more or less winding slots as discussed hereinafter, and 
also having winding slots of various other shapes may 
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be utilized within the scope of the invention so as to 
meet at least some of the objects thereof. Furthermore, 
while teeth 193 and tips 195 thereof are illustrated 
herein as being generally radially extending or straight, 
it is contemplated that teeth and tips thereof having 
various other shapes or positions in stator 163 could be 
employed within the scope of the invention so as to 
meet at least some of the objects thereof. Thus, as best 
seen in FIGS. 13 and 14, side portions 185 of coils 177, 
179, 181 in winding stages 171, 173, 175 may be placed 
or otherwise inserted either manually or by suitable 
automatic coil injection equipment (not shown) gener 
ally from bore 197 of stator 163 between adjacent ones 
of teeth 193 and tips 195 thereof into winding slots 165, 
respectively. Since coil side portions 185 are arranged 
within winding slots 165, opposite end turns or end turn 
portions 199 of coils 177, 179, 181, which integrally 
connect with opposite side turn portions 185 thereof, 
are arranged so-as to form a pair of opposite end turn 
groupings 201, 203 adjacent opposite end faces 189, 191 
of stator 163 extending generally about bore 197 radi 
ally outwardly thereof, as best seen in FIG. 18. 
As best seen in FIG. 14, a slot liner 205 of suitable 

insulating material is disposed in each of slots 165 so as 
to insulate side turn portions 185 of coils 177, 179, 181 
disposed in respective ones of the slots from stator 163; 
however, it is contemplated that other types of slot 
lining insulation, such as a resin insulation layer depos 
ited on or otherwise integrally formed with the stator 
for instance, may be utilized within the scope of the 
invention so as to meet at least some of the objects 
thereof. Further, a slot wedge 207 of suitable insulating 
material is disposed across each of slots 165, so as to 
engage adjacent ones of teeth 193 at least adjacent tips 
195 thereof thereby to contain side turn portions 185 of 
conductor turns 183 against displacement from the 
slots, respectively. Thus, due to the aforementioned 
winding con?guration or arrangement of coils 177, 179, 
181 of winding stages 171, 173, 175, one of opposite side 
turn portions 185 of the coils is positioned in a top sec 
tion 209 of a respective one of slots 165 and the other of 
the opposite side turn portions of the coils in positioned 
in a bottom section 211 thereof, respectively, with only 
the exception of the coil side turn portions which do not 
share slots, as discussed in detail hereinafter. Albiet not 
shown, suitable insulation between winding stages 171, 
173, 175 including end turn groupings 201, 203 thereof 
may be utilized, if desired, within the scope of the in 
vention so as to meet at least some of the objects 

thereof. 
Coils 177, 179, 181 of the three winding stages 171, 

173, 175 are disposed in slots 165 of stator 163 generally 
in the aforementioned lapped winding con?guration, 
FIGS. 13-15; however, it is contemplated that not only 
a greater or lesser number of winding stages but also 
winding stages having different winding con?gurations, 
such as those illustrated in FIGS. 15A and 158 for 
instance, may be employed within the scope of the 
invention so as to meet at least some of the objects 
thereof. Further, it may be noted that each of coils 177, 
179, 181 in each winding stage spans three of teeth 193, 
i.e., coil side turn portions 185 are contained in every 
fourth one of slots 165; however, it is contemplated that 
the coils may span a greater or lesser number of the 
teeth within the scope of the invention so as to meet at 
least some of the objects thereof. In multi-stage winding 
arrangement 167, it may be noted that coils 177-1 to 
177-3 and 177-5 to 177-7 of winding stage 171, coils 
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179-2, 179-3 and 179-5 to 179-7 of winding stage 173, 
and coils 181-2 to 181-4 and 181-6 to 181-8 of winding 
stage 175 have one of their opposite side turn portions 
185 sharing a respective one of slots 165 with one of the 
side turn portions of the coils in the same winding stage. 
It may also be noted that coils 179-1, 179-5 and 179-2, 
1794 of winding stage 173 have one side turn portions 
185 thereof sharing a respective one of slots 165 with 
one side turn portion 185 of coils 177-4, 177-8 and 181-3, 
181-5 in winding stages 171, 175, respectively. Further, 
it may also be noted that coils 177-1, 177-5 and 181-4, 
181-8 of winding stages 171, 175 each have a side turn 
portion 185 which does not share a respective one of 
slots 165, respectively. 
An alternative multi-stage winding arrangement for 

stator 163 is shown schematically in FIG. 15A. In this 
alternative winding arrangement 167a, coils 177-1 to 
177-8 of winding stage 171 are disposed in the bottom 
sections 211 of slots 165, coils 179-1 to 179-8 of winding 
stage 173 are disposed in the top sections 209 of the 
slots, and coils 181-1 to 181-8 of winding stage 175 are 
disposed in the slots between the aforementioned coils 
in the top and bottom sections of the slots. 

Another alternative multi-stage winding arrangement 
167b for stator 163 is shown schematically in FIG. 158. 
Although alternative winding arrangement 167b is 
somewhat similar to winding arrangement 167a, it may 
be noted that coils 177-5 to 177-8 of winding stage 171 
are shifted to the top sections 209 of slots 165 while coils 
179-5 to 179-8 of winding stage 173 are shifted to the top 
sections 211 of the slots for reactance purposes. Of 
course, coils 181-1 to 181-8 of winding stage 175 are 
disposed in slots 165 between the top and bottom sec 
tions 209, 211 thereof. 

Referring now to FIGS. 16-18, electronically com 
mutated motor or brushless DC motor 45 comprises 
stationary assembly 161 with stator 163 thereof disposed 
within a housing 213, and rotatable assembly 151 is 
arranged in magnetic coupling relation with the stator 
and suitably journaled in a pair of opposite end shields 
215, 217 of the stationary assembly which are secured to 
the housing, respectively. 
More particularly, housing or shell 213 comprises a 

generally cylindric sleeve 219 which may be formed of 
any desired material, and the sleeve has a bore 221 
extending therethrough between a pair of opposite an 
nular end flanges 223, 225 or the like integrally formed 
with the sleeve. A plurality of cooling ?ns 227 are inte 
grally formed on sleeve 219 externally thereof between 
end flanges 223, 225, and a plurality of vent holes 229 
may be provided, if desired, through the sleeve adjacent 
the end ?anges so as to intersect with sleeve bore 221, 
respectively. Peripheral portion 187 of stator 163 is 
received within sleeve bore 213 being retained therein 
by suitable means, such as for instance a press-?t or heat 
shrinking between the peripheral portion of the stator 
and the sleeve bore. While housing 213 is illustrated for 
purposes of disclosure, it is contemplated that other 
housings having other component parts different from 
those illustrated herein may be utilized within the scope 
of the invention so as to meet the objects thereof. 
End shields 215, 217 are secured to housing 213 adja 

cent opposite end ?anges 223, 225 of sleeve 219 by 
suitable means, such as a plurality of screws 231 or the 
like for instance, respectively. A pair of generally cen 
trally located bearing openings 233, 235 extend through 
end shields 215, 217, and a pair of bearing means, such 
as self-lubricating bearings 237, 239 for instance, are 


























