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[57] ABSTRACT 
A portable prefabricated panel adapted to be connected 
with a plurality of similar panels to form a wall or parti 
tion structure. The panel is electrically prewired and 
includes electrical power blocks disposed adjacent the 
opposite lower corners of the panel, which power 
blocks are connected by electrical cables which extend 
internally of the panel. When two or more panels are 
connected together, electrical power is transmitted 
between each adjacent pair of panels by a ?exible elec— 
trical connector which plugs into the power blocks of 
the adjacent panels. The panel also has electrical sock 
ets integrally associated therewith, which sockets are 
preferably associated with the power blocks. The 
power blocks are symmetrical so that the same electri 
cal connections can be made on either side of the panel. 
A channel-like raceway extends along the bottom edge 
of the panel for permitting the hidden storage of com 
munication cables. The panel preferably has a rectangu 
lar frame formed from hollow channellike members 
which de?ne an interior path around the complete pe 
riphery of the panel to facilitate the feeding of cables 
and conduits along the vertical or horizontal edges of 
the panel. 

29 Claims, 22 Drawing Figures 
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WALL PANEL WITH PREWIRED POWER 
SYSTEM 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue speci?ca 
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made 
by reissue. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a wall or space di 
vider structure which is built up of a plurality of prefab 
ricated panels and, in particular, to an improved panel 
which is electrically prewired to facilitate the supplying 
of electrical energy to the regions bounded by the pan 
els. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Wall structures formed from a plurality of prefabri 
cated panels are used extensively in commercial and 
industrial buildings for dividing interior regions of the 
building into smaller working spaces. Such structures 
have proven particularly effective in providing greater 
privacy, while additionally minimizing noise. The pan 
els are provided with many different exterior ?nishes, 
such as colored plastics, carpets and fabrics, so that the 
panels can be used to improve the interior decor. These 
panels also provide maximum ?exibility since they can 
be readily assembled or disassembled and moved about 
whenever a rearrangement of the available space is 
desired. 

While wall structures employing such prefabricated 
panels have proven highly desirable for the numerous 
reasons set forth above, nevertheless these structures 
have long created a problem with respect to the electri 
cal and communication cables used to service the spaces 
de?ned by the wall structures. The wall structures 
formed from such panels have required that auxiliary 
raceways be mounted on the front of the panels for 
accommodating the power and communication cables. 
However, these auxiliary raceways have proven unde 
sirable since they project outwardly from the front of 
the panels and thus destroy the appearance of the wall 
structure. These outwardly projecting raceways also 
prevent office equipment from being located directly 
adjacent the wall panel, and also constitute undesirable 
dust and dirt collectors. 

In addition, these auxiliary raceways require that the 
electrical wiring be totally installed after the wall struc 
ture has been assembled in the desired location. This 
thus requires substantial time on the part of an electri 
cian so as to accomplish the desired electrical installa 
tion, and accordingly greatly increases the cost of the 
installation. Further, when movement of the wall struc 
ture is desired, such as by disassemblying some or all of 
the panels and then reassemblying same in a new loca 
tion or orientation, it is necessary to have an electrician 
disconnect the power cables prior to disassembly, and 
then reinstall the power cables after the wall panels 
have been reassembled. These auxiliary power race 
ways have thus greatly restricted the ?exibility and 
hence the desirability of wall structures of this general 
type. 
While attempts have been made to provide prefabri 

cated wall panels with electrical sockets incorporated 
therein, nevertheless these prefabricated panels have 
not been totally prewired in a manner so as to permit a 
plurality of such panels to be readily connected or dis 
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2 
connected in a simple and efficient manner without 
requiring an electrician to either install or remove the 
power cables. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide: 

1. An improved wall or partition structure formed 
from a plurality of prefabricated panels releasably 
joined together, which prefabricated panels are 
individually electrically prewired to facilitate the 
supplying of electrical energy to the regions 
bounded by the wall structure. 

2. A wall structure, as aforesaid, wherein a plurality 
of said prefabricated panels can be readily con 
nected together, both mechanically and electri 
cally, without requiring any complex external wir 
mg. 

. A wall structure, as aforesaid, wherein each prefab 
ricated panel is individually prewired and has 
power connectors located adjacent the opposite 
ends thereof, whereby a plurality of adjacent pan 
els can be easily electrically connected by a ?exible 
electrical connector. 

. A wall structure, as aforesaid, wherein the power 
connectors are ?xedly associated with the panel 
and disposed adjacent the opposite lower corners 
thereof, and wherein the ?exible electrical connec‘ 
tor includes plug portions adapted to coact with 
socket portions formed on the power connectors of 
two adjacent panels for electrically interconnect 
ing the adjacent panels. 

. A wall structure, as aforesaid, wherein the panel 
includes a raceway ?xedly associated therewith 
and extending along the lower edge thereof, which 
raceway accommodates therein electrical cables 
which extend between and electrically connect the 
power connectors disposed adjacent the opposite 
lower corners of the panel. 

. A wall structure, as aforesaid, wherein the raceway 
has a space therein for accommodating communi 
cation cables to facilitate the mountng of these 
cables along the wall structure. 

. A wall structure, as aforesaid, wherein the power 
connector comprises a power block having a con 
ventional electrical socket associated therewith, 
which socket opens outwardly from both sides of 
the panel so as to accommodate a conventional 
electrical plug. 

. A wall structure, as aforesaid, wherein the ?exible 
electrical connector permits relative swinging 
movement between two adjacent wall panels, and 
hence between the connected power connectors, 
so that the wall panels can be angularly oriented as 
desired. 

. A wall structure, as aforesaid, wherein the prefabri 
cated panel has a rigid rectangular frame formed 
from channellike rails, which de?ne a hollow pas 
sage extending completely around the panel so as 
to accommodate therein power or communication 
cables. 

10. A wall structure, as aforesaid, which provides 
numerous electrical sockets integrally associated 
therewith to permit efficient utilization of electrical 
equipment within the spaces or regions bounded by 
the wall structure without having to resort to the 
use of extension cords and the like. 

Other objects and purposes of the present invention 
will be apparent to persons familiar with systems of this 

or 
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type upon reading the following speci?cation and in 
specting the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a wall or partition 
system formed from two prefabricated panels. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the panels 
illustrated in FIG. 1, the outer skins of the panels being 
removed to permit illustration of the interior panel 
structure. 
FIGS. 3-4 are enlarged, fragmentary cross-sectional 

views taken respectively along the lines III-III, 
IV-IV and V-V in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary view, partially in cross-sec 

tion, taken along the line VI—VI in FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged side view of the power block. 
FIG. 8 is a view along line VIII-VIII in FIG. 7. 
FIG. 9 is an end view taken along line IX—IX in 

FIG. 7. 
FIG. 10 is a top or plan view, partially in cross-sec 

tion, of the power block and showing the ?exible con 
nector used for joining the power blocks of adjacent 
panels. 
FIGS. 11, 12 and 13 are sectional views along lines 

XI—XI, XII~XII and XIII—XIII, respectively, in 
FIG. 10. 
FIG. 14 is a sectional view of the ?exible connector 

taken along the line XIV-XIV in FIG. 13. 
FIG. 15 is a view taken along line XV—XV in FIG. 

14. 
FIG. 16 is a fragmentary sectional view as taken 

along line XVI—XVI in FIG. 10. 
FIG. 17 is a fragmentary sectional view illustrating 

three panels electrically connected together. 
FIG. 18 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4 but 

illustrating a modi?cation of the panel. 
FIG. 19 is a fragmentary view similar to FIG. 2 but 

illustrating a further modi?cation of the panel. 
‘FIGS. 20 and 21 are enlarged, fragmentary sectional 

views taken respectively along lines XX—XX and XXI 
—XXI in FIG. 19. 

FIG. 22 is an enlarged top view of the power block 
associated with the embodiment of FIGS. 19-21. 

Certain terminology will be used in the following 
description for convenience in reference only and will 
not be limiting. For example, the words “upwardly", 
"downwardly", “rightwardly" and “leftwardly” will 
refer to directions in the drawings to which reference is 
made. The words "inwardly” and “outwardly” will 
refer to directions toward and away from, respectively, 
the geometric center of the panel and designated parts 
thereof. Said terminology will include the words specif 
ically mentioned, derivatives thereof and words of simi 
lar import. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A plurality of prefabricated panels are selectively 
connected together to form a wall structure having a 
desired length and con?guration. Adjacent panels are 
connected by a connecting element, such as a hinge, 
whereby adjacent panels can be aligned or angled rela 
tive to one another. Each panel has a raceway ?xedly 
associated therewith and extending along the lower 
edge thereof, which raceway extends across the width 
of the panel and is substantially ?ush with the sidewalls 
thereof. The opposite ends of the raceway terminate in 
power blocks which are ?xedly associated with the 
panel adjacent the opposite lower corners thereof. Each 
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4 
power block has a conventional socket associated with 
the opposite sides thereof to permit an electrical plug to 
be inserted therein. Electrical cables extend through the 
raceway and connect the power blocks at the opposite 
ends of the raceway. The power blocks of two adjacent 
panels are electrically connected by a ?exible connector 
which includes a central hinge portion and two plug 
portions, which plug portions are insertable into the 
power blocks of adjacent panels for electrically inter 
connecting the panels while additionally permitting 
relative angular displacement between the panels. The 
power blocks can accommodate a ?exible connector on 
either side of the panel, whereby a single panel can be 
electrically connected to two adjacent panels by con 
necting one side of the power block to one adjacent 
panel through a ?rst ?exible connector, and by connect 
ing the other side of the power block to the other adja 
cent panel through a second ?exible connector. The 
?exible connectors, like the power blocks, are substan 
tially ?ush with the sidewalls of the panels so that the 
resulting wall structure, and speci?cally the individual 
panels, have a smooth and streamlined appearance. The 
individual panels are preferably formed with a hollow 
rectangular frame whereby the main power cable, 
which may extend downwardly from the ceiling, can be 
fed therethrough so as to be interconnected to one of 
the power blocks, thereby energizing all of the power 
blocks associated with the wall structure. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 1 illustrates therein a part of a wall structure or 
system 10 which is formed by a pair of substantially 
identical wall panels 11 and 11A. While only two wall 
panels have been disclosed in FIG. 1, it will be appreci 
ated that any desired number of such panels can be 
connected together with the adjacent panels disposed in 
aligned or angled relationship relative to one another so 
as to provide for the desired orientation of the wall 
structure. 
The panel 11 includes a rigid rectangular frame 12 

(FIG. 2) formed by top and bottom rails 13 and 14, 
respectively, which rails in turn are joined by opposite 
side rails 16 and 17. A pair of thin facing sheets 18 and 
19 are disposed on the opposite sides of the frame 12 and 
are suitably secured thereto, as by an adhesive. The 
facing sheets 18 and 19, which may be of sheet metal or 
pressed board, con?ne therebetween a honeycomb core 
21 which occupies the region within the rectangular 
frame 12. The facing sheets 18 and 19 are additionally 
covered by a suitable exterior material, such as carpet 
22. 
The panel 11 also has a pair of adjustable feet 23 

mounted on the bottom rail 14 and projecting down 
wardly therefrom for engagement with a supporting 
surface, such as the ?oor. 
The top rail 13 is of a substantially channel~shaped 

con?guration and includes a base wall 26 (FIG. 3) 
which extends transversely across the width of the 
panel, and from which a pair of substantially parallel 
legs 27 project downwardly. A further pair of substan 
tially parallel legs 28 project upwardly from the base 
wall 26 and terminate in inwardly directed flanges 29. 
The legs 28, in cooperation with the base wall 26, form 
a further channel-shaped con?guration which opens in 
,a direction opposite to the channel-shaped con?gura 
tion formed by the end wall 26 and legs 27. The top rail 
13 is, in the illustrated embodiment, formed with the 
legs 28 overlying the legs 27 and having their adjacent 
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ends integrally connected, as by means of a bend, 
whereby the rail can be formed from a sheet material, 
such as from sheet aluminum. 
The upper end of the top rail 13 is closed by a chan 

nel-shaped top cap 31 which extends longitudinally 
along the upper edge of the panel. The top cap 31 has a 
web portion 32 which bears on the ?anges 29, and 
which terminates in downwardly projecting ?anges 33 
which overlap the upper corners of the carpet layers 22. 
The web 32 has a pair of spring clips 34 which resil 
iently engage the ?anges 29 for ?xedly but releasably 
coupling the top cap 31 to the top rail 13. 
The side rails 16 and 17 are identical to the top rail 13 

except that the side rails are additionally provided with 
a plurality of elongated slots 36 (FIGS. 5 and 6) formed 
therein, which slots are disposed within a row which 
extends centrally along the base wall 26 of the side rails. 
Each side rail 16 and 17 has an end cap 37 (FIGS. 5 

and 6) ?xedly mounted thereon, which end cap 37 is of 
a channel-shaped cross-section and extends throughout 
the height of the panel. The end cap 37 has an exterior 
web or wall 38 which extends transversely across the 
width of the panel and is provided with a pair of 
grooves 39 formed adjacent the opposite edges thereof. 
These grooves 39 extend over a major portion of the 
length of the end cap. A center ?ange 41 is ?xed to and 
projects inwardly from the web 38 and terminates in a 
plurality of downwardly directed, L-shaped hooks 42. 
The hooks 42 extend through the slots 36 formed in the 
side rails 16 and 17 whereby each end cap can be ?xedly 
mounted on its respective side rail. In the illustrated 
embodiment, each hook 42 has a small recess 43 formed 
therein which accommodates a small dimple 44 formed 
in the base wall 26 of the side rail for ?xedly but releas 
ably mounting the end cap on the side rail. 
End cap 37 also has a pair of L-shaped ?anges 46 

which are disposed rearwardly from the web 38 and are 
positioned for engagement with the ?anges 29 formed 
on the side rails. The L-shaped ?anges 46 also project 
outwardly so as to overlap the outer corners or edges of 
the carpet layers 22 as illustrated in FIG. 5. These 
?anges 46 are separated from the web 38 by intermedi 
ate grooves 47 which extend longitudinally of the end 
cap, and a wall or web 48 joins each ?ange 46 to the 
web 38. The wall 48 has a plurality of elongated slots 49 
formed therethrough, which slots all communicate with 
the groove 47. The groove 47 and slots 49 accommo 
date therein brackets associated with auxiliary equip 
ment which is to be mounted on the wall panel, which 
equipment may comprise ?le cabinets, bookshelves and 
the like. This equipment and the manner in which it is 
mounted on the wall panels of this general type is well~ 
known, and thus further description of this structure is 
not believed necessary. 
The elongated grooves 39 in the end cap 37 accom 

modate therein a part of a hinge member 51 which, as 
illustrated in FIG. 5, coacts with the end caps 37 and 
37A of two adjacent panels for permitting the two pan 
els to be connected together. The hinge member 51 
includes a hinge 52 which permits the two wall panels 
to be selectively angularly displaced relative to one 
another. This hinge member 51 is preferably extruded 
from a plastic material, but can be replaced by other 
types of connecting elements or hinges if desired. 
The bottom rail 14 is identical in structure to the top 

rail 13, described above, but is obviously oriented in the 
opposite direction. 
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6 
According to the present invention, the panel 11 is 

provided with a pre-wired electrical system 61 (FIG. 2) 
associated therewith, which system includes an elon 
gated raceway 62 ?xed to the panel and extending lon 
gitudinally along the lower edge thereof. The raceway 
62 terminates at identical power blocks 63 and 64 which 
are disposed adjacent the opposite lower corners of the 
panel. The power blocks 63 and 64 are electrically con 
nected by suitable wires or cables which extend through 
the raceway 62. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the power 
blocks are joined by power wires 66 and 67, and ground 
wire 68. The power block of one panel, such as the 
block 63 of the panel 11, is joined to the power block 
64A of the adjacent panel 11A by means of a ?exible 
power connector 71. 
Power is supplied to the wall structure 10 from a 

suitable junction box 72, which junction box may be 
located either in the ?oor or in the ceiling as illustrated 
in FIG. 1. A suitable power cable 73 extends from the 
junction box 72, which power cable 73 is surrounded by 
a protective conduit 74 which may be either rigid or 
?exible. The power cable 73 extends downwardly 
through the hollow interior of the adjacent side rail 16 
and is electrically connected to the power block 63 
which is disposed under the side rail 16. The manner in 
which the power cable 73 is electrically connected to 
the power block 63 will be explained hereinafter. 

Considering now the raceway 62, and referring spe 
ci?cally to FIG. 4, the raceway 62 includes a pair of 
substantially tubular rails 76 and 77 joined at their upper 
ends by a center web portion 78 which extend between 
and projects upwardly from the tubular rails. The cen 
ter web portion 78 has a pair of undercut grooves 
formed in the opposite sides thereof, which grooves 
accommodate the free edges of the ?anges 29 formed on 
the bottom rail 14, whereby the raceway 62 can be 
slidably inserted and hence ?xedly mounted on the 
bottom rail 14. The tubular rails 76 and 77 de?ne chan 
nels 76A and 77A, respectively which accommodate 
therein the electrical wires, such as the wires 66,67 and 
68. The rails 76 and 77 are separated by an intermediate 
channeldshaped space 79 which accommodate therein 
one or more communication cables 81. Flanges 82 are 
provided on the inner walls of the tubular rails to ac 
commodate suitable spring clips (not shown) for retain 
ing the cable 81 within the space 79. 
The outer walls of the raceway 62, as illustrated in 

FIG. 4, are substantially ?ush with the outer surfaces of 
the panel, namely the outer surfaces of the carpet layers 
22, so that the overall panel has substantially ?at and 
flush exterior sides. The raceway does, however, have 
small upwardly projecting ?anges 83 which overlap the 
outer lower corners of the carpet layers 22. 

Referring to FIGS. 7-12, the power block 63 (which 
is identical to the power block 64) includes a hollow 
boxlike housing 91 having opposite and substantially 
parallel end walls 92 and 93 joined by substantially 
parallel sidewalls 94 and 96. The housing is closed by 
top and bottom walls 97 and 98, respectively. The hous 
ing 91 is formed from an electrically insulative material, 
such as by being molded from a plastic material. To 
facilitate manufacture, the housing is preferably molded 
in two substantially identical halves. The housing 91 has 
an exterior cross-section which is compatible with the 
cross-section of the raceway 62 so that the sidewalls 94 
and 96 are substantially ?ush with the sidewalls of the 
raceway 62 when assembled on the panel. In addition, 
the sidewalls of the housing have upwardly projecting 
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?anges 99 which constitute extensions of the ?anges 83 
on the raceway 62. 
A blocklike projection 101 extends upwardly from 

the top wall of the housing 91 and extends between the 
flanges 29 on the lower rail 14 when the power block is 
mounted thereon. The projection 101 has a pair of out 
wardly projecting lugs 102 formed thereon which are 
spaced upwardly from the top wall of the housing to 
enable the ?anges 29 to extend thereunder, as illustrated 
in FIG. 8, whereby the housing can be mounted on the 
lower rail 14 by being slidably inserted from one end 
thereof. One end of the projection 101 extends out 
wardly past the end wall 92 and accommodates therein 
a screw 103 for permitting the housing 91 to be secured 
to the lower rail 14. 
As shown in FIGS. 10 and 11, the projection 101 has 

openings 106, 107 and 108 formed therethrough, which 
openings respectively accommodate therein the power 
lead 109, ground lead 111 and power lead 112 as associ 
ated with the power cable 73 (FIG. 2) to supply electri 
cal energy to the power block. 
The rear wall 92 of the housing has, as shown in FIG. 

8, openings 116, 117 and 118 formed therethrough, 
which openings are partially protected by a projecting 
?ange 119. The openings 116-118 are aligned with the 
tubular rail 76. Similar openings 116'—118' are formed 
on the other side of the rear wall 92, which openings 
116-118' are aligned with the other tubular rail 77. The 
openings 116-118 (or 116'—118') are adapted to accom 
modate therein the wires (such as the wires 66, 67 and 
68) which extend through one or both of the tubular 
rails for electrically connecting the power blocks 63 and 
64 as disposed adjacent the opposite edges of the panel. 
The sidewall 94 of the housing has slots 121-122 

(FIG. 7) and opening 123 extending therethrough, 
thereby forming a conventional socket-type receptacle 
adapted to receive either a conventional two or three 
prong plug. A similar socket-type receptacle is formed 
in the opposite sidewall 96, with the individual slots and 
opening in sidewall 96 being directly aligned with the 
slots and opening in sidewall 94. 
An opposed pair of recesses 126 and 127 (see FIGS. 7, 

9 and 10) are formed in the housing 91, which recesses 
project inwardly into the sidewalls 94 and 96 and extend 
longitudinally so as to terminate in the end wall 93. The 
recesses 126 and 127 project upwardly from the bottom 
of the housing 91 but terminate short of the top wall 97. 
The recess 126 (and the identical recess 127) has a back 
wall 128 which is substantially parallel to but laterally 
offset from the associated sidewall 94. This backwall 
128 has three substantially parallel slots 131, 132 and 133 
formed therein, which slots form a receptacle for a 
special three-prong plug as associated with the ?exible 
connector 71, as explained hereinafter. A pair of projec 
tions 134 and 136 also extend outwardly from the wall 
128 in the vicinity of the slots 131 and 133 as illustrated 
in FIG. 7. The opposite recess 127 also has three slots 
131‘-133’ formed in the back wall thereof, as shown in 
FIG. 12, which slots 131‘—133’ are respectively individ 
ually aligned with the slots 131-133. 
The housing 91 contains (FIGS. 11 and 12) three 

electrically conductive members 137, 138 and 139, 
which members are substantially of a U-shaped con?gu 
ration when viewed from above, and are disposed verti 
cally one above the other. Each of these conductive 
members if formed from a pair of copper plates which 
effectively overlie one another and are ?xedly con 
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8 
nected together, with the individual copper plates being 
suitably deformed to have the desired con?guration. 

Speci?cally, the conductive member 137 includes a 
pair of parallel conductive portions 137A and 1378 
(FIGS. 12 and 16) aligned with the slots 131 and 131’. 
Conductive member 138 also includes electrically con 
ductive portions 138A and 1388 aligned with the slots 
132 and 132’, and the conductive member 139 includes 
parallel conductive portions 139A and 139B aligned 
with the slots 139A and‘ 139B. These parallel conduc 
tive portions, such as 137A and 137B, and their associa 
tion with the respective slots, such as 131, results in the 
formation of a three-pronged electrical receptacle or 
socket accessible from either recess 126 or 127. 
The conductive members 137, 138 and 139 also re 

spectively have conductive portions 137C, 138C and 
139C (FIGS. 10 and 11) associated therewith, which 
portions are disposed directly beneath the openings 106, 
107 and 108, respectively. The electrical leads 109, 111 
and 112 can accordingly be directly connected to the 
conductive members 137, 138 and 139 respectively. The 
member 138 also has an additional portion 138E (FIG. 
11) which projects upwardly and connects to the screw 
103 (FIG. 8). Since the conductive member 138 is con 
nected to the ground lead 111, the frame of the channel 
is also grounded by virtue of the connection provided 
by the portion 138E and the screw 103. 
As noted above, the individual conductive members 

137-14 139 are of a substantially U-shaped configura~ 
tion. The free ends of the legs of the U-shaped con?gu 
ration are, as illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 12, disposed 
closely adjacent the openings 116-118 and 116'-118'. 
Thus, the leg of the U-shaped conductive member 137 
have conductive portions 137D formed thereon which 
are disposed closely adjacent the openings 116 and 116'. 
Similar conductor portions 138D and 139D are formed 
on the members 138 and 139, respectively, with portions 
138D being disposed adjacent the openings 117 and 
117’, and portions 139D being disposed adjacent the 
openings 118 and 118'. Thus, the electrical wires 66, 67 
and 68, when inserted through the openings 116-118 or 
116’—118’, will engage the electrically conductive por 
tions 137D, 138D and 139D, respectively. 

Considering now the ?exible electrical connector 71, 
as illustrated in FIGS. 13-16, same includes a pair of 
hollow housing elements 146 and 147 formed from an 
electrically insulative material, as by being molded from 
a plastic material. Housing element 146 includes a sup 
port portion 146A which is continuous with and 
projects outwardly from the lower wall thereof and has 
a bearing pin or projection 146B integrally associated 
therewith. The housing element 146 also has a partial 
cylindrical hinge portion 146C which projects out 
wardly and is spaced upwardly from the support por 
tion 146A. 
The other housing element 147 is similarly formed in 

that it includes a support portion 147A having a hinge 
element 147B thereon, which support portion 147A 
projects outwardly from the upper wall of the housing 
element 147. In addition, a partial cylindrical hinge part 
147C is spaced downwardly from the support portion 
147A, whereby the two housing elements 146 and 147 
can have the parts 146A, 147A, 146C and 147C 
hingedly connected as shown in FIGS. 13-15. 
The housing element 146 has an internal wall 148 

which closes off approximately the lower half of the 
housing, and a similar wall 149 is formed in the housing 
element 147 to close off approximately the upper half of 
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the housing. In addition, the adjacent axial ends of the 
hinge portion 146C and 147C are in open communica 
tion, as shown in FIG. 13. 
The housing element 146 has three electrical conduc 

tors 151, 152 and 153 embedded therein, which conduc 
tors are respectively connected to the ends of electrical 
cables 156, 157 and 158. These cables 156-158 pass 
upwardly over the wall 148, through the aligned hinge 
parts 146C and 147C, and beneath the wall 149 into the 
housing element 147 where they are respectively con 
nected to a further set of embedded electrical conduc 
tors 151A, 152A and 153A. 
Three electrical plugs or prongs 161, 162 and 163 are 

associated with the housing element 146 and project 
outwardly therefrom, which prongs are adapted to be 
received within the socket formed by the openings 131, 
132 and 133. The prong 162 is directly connected to the 
electrical conductor 152 inasmuch as this constitutes the 
ground connection. However, the prong 161 is nor 
mally maintained out of electrical contact with the asso 
ciated conductor 151, and for this purpose the prong 
161 includes a ?rst leg 164 which is embedded in the 
housing element 146 while being electrically insulated 
from the conductor 151. The leg 164 is in turn con 
nected to a further resiliently de?ectable leg 166 which 
extends outwardly through an opening 168 formed in 
the housing element, which leg 166 has a contact por 
tion 167 thereon which is adapted to be resiliently de 
flected upwardly into engagement with the conductor 
151 when the prong 161 is inserted through the slot 131. 
The projection 134 which is disposed directly below the 
slot 13] assists in de?ecting the leg 166 upwardly so that 
it engages the conductor 151. 
The prong 163 is identical to the prong 161 and is thus 

adapted to be resiliently de?ected into engagement with 
the conductor 153, as by being cammed upwardly by 
the projection 136 when the prong 163 is inserted into 
the slot 133. 
The housing element 147 has prongs 161A, 162A and 

163A projecting therefrom which are substantially 
identical to the prongs 161, 162 and 163, respectively. 
Further description thereof is not believed necessary. 
The two housing elements 146 and 147, as associated 

with the ?exible connector 171, can be relatively swing 
ably displaced about the hinge axis de?ned by the parts 
146C and 147C, whereby the parts can be selectively 
angularly displaced substantially as indicated by dotted 
lines in FIG. 10. The connector 71 will thus readily 
accommodate whatever angular orientation is desired 
between two adjacent hingedly connected panels. 
When adjacent panels are hingedly connected by the 
hinge 51, and are also connected by the ?exible electri 
cal connector 71, the hinge axis of the connector 71 is 
substantially aligned with the hinge axis 52 of the ?exi 
ble hinge element 51. 

OPERATION 

The assembly or operation of a wall structure incor 
porating the panels of the present invention is believed 
self-evident from the above-description. However, vari 
ous aspects of the assembly and operation will be briefly 
described to ensure a complete understanding thereof. 
When two or more panels are connected so as to form 

a wall structure, the panels are connected by slidably 
inserting the ?exible hinge member 51 into the grooves 
39 of two adjacent panels substantially as illustrated in 
FIG. 5. With the adjacent panels so hingedly con 
nected, then the top caps 31 are mounted on the individ 
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ual panels. The panels can also be suitably electrically 
connected merely by joining the adjacent power blocks, 
such as the blocks 63 and 64A in FIG. 2, by use or the 
?exible connector 71. The prongs 161-163 are suitably 
inserted through the slots 131-133 in the power block 
63, and in a similar manner the prongs 161A-163A are 
inserted through the appropriate slots formed in the 
power block 64A. With the ?exible connector 71 joined 
to the power blocks 63 and 64A, the primary portions of 
the housing elements 146 and 147 are accommodated 
within the recesses (such as 126) formed in the power 
blocks so that the ?exible connector 71 is substantially 
?ush with the sidewalls of the panels to provide a 
smooth and uniform exterior appearance. Further, since 
the hinge axis of the connector 71 is substantially 
aligned with the hinge axis 52 of the panel connector 51, 
the panels can be relatively angularly displaced even 
after the electrical connector 71 has been joined to the 
adjacent power blocks. 

If one end of the electrical connector 71 should be 
come disconnected from one power block, even though 
the other end of the connector is still joined to a "hot” 
power block, this does not create any hazardous condi 
tion inasmuch as the prongs 161 and 163 (or 161A and 
163A) are immediately deenergized as soon as the 
prongs are withdrawn from the power block. Thus, 
even though one end of the connector 71 is connected 
to an electrically energized power block, nevertheless 
the exposed prongs at the other end of the connector 
will be electrically “cold". 

Since the slots 131-133 and 131’—133' as disposed on 
opposite sides of each power block are associated with 
the same set of electrical conductive elements 137-139, 
the ?exible connector 71 can be located on either side 
of the adjacent panels for electrically coupling same. 
Further, if it is desired to electrically couple more than 
two panels at a single joint, such as three panels as 
illustrated in FIG. 17, then this can be accomplished by 
utilizing two ?exible connectors, such as the connectors 
71A and 71B illustrated in FIG. 17. Since the power 
block 212 as associated with the panel 211 results in 
energization of both connectors 71A and 71B, which 
connectors in turn electrically energize the power 
blocks 213 and 214 as associated with the panels 216 and 
217 respectively, the panels 216 and 217 are likewise 
electrically energized but are electrically connected in 
parallel relationship. 

Thus, a wall structure employing a large number of 
prewired panels constructed according to the present 
invention can be easily and efficiently assembled in a 
desired location. The assembly of wall panels can be 
easily wired together merely by joining same together 
by means of the ?exible electrical connectors 71. This 
operation can be performed easily and efficiently by 
relatively nonskilled personnel. Thereafter, the assem 
bled wall structure can be suitably provided with elec 
trical energy by running a power line, such as the line 
73,_from a main power box (such as 72) to one of the 
power blocks 63 or 64 as associated with one of the 
panels. In this manner, all of the sockets associated with 
the power blocks of the individual panels are accord 
ingly energized and in condition so as to receive therein 
conventional electrical plugs. 

In addition, suitable communication cables, such as 
telephones, Telex or intercom cables, can also be run 
along the panels in a concealed manner. For this pur 
pose, the communication cables, such as the cable 81 
illustrated in FIG. 4, can extend along the space 79 as 
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formed between the tubular rails 76 and 77 of the race 
way 62. The housing 91 of the power block is also pro 
vided with a recess 89 (FIG. 8) formed in the bottom 
wall thereof and extending longitudinally of the hous 
ing, which recess 89 is substantially aligned with the 
space 79 so as to permit the communication cables to 
pass therethrough. The communication cables can thus 
be easily mounted on and run along the wall structure 
while being effectively hidden from sight. 

Referring now to FIG. 18, same illustrates therein a 
fragmentary cross-section of a modi?ed wall panel 
which is substantially identical to the wall panel illus 
trated in FIG. 4 except that the wall panel is covered 
with outer layers 22A which may be either plastic or 
fabric sheets. When plastic or fabric sheets 22A are used 
in place of carpets 22, then the rails forming the rectan 
gular frame of the panel are accordingly provided with 
an increased thickness so as to compensate for the re 
duced thickness of the sheets 22A. The panel structure 
is, however, in all other respects identical to the panel 
structure described above. 

MODIFICATION 

FIGS. 19-22 illustrate a modi?ed panel which pos 
sesses many of the structural and operational features of 
the panel illustrated in FIGS. 1—16, whereupon the 
same reference numerals will be used to designate the 
corresponding parts except for the addition of the pre?x 
“1-“ thereto. 
FIG. 19 illustrates a wall system 1-10 formed from a 

pair of substantially identical panels 1-11 and 1—11A. 
The structure of the panel 1-11 is substantially identical 
to the structure of the panel 11 described above, except 
for the structural features described below. 

In this variation, the top cap 1-31 and the end or side 
cap 1-37 are joined by a removable L-shaped corner 
cap 201, which cap is preferably provided with a 
rounded corner thereon. One of the corner caps, 
namely the cap 201', has an opening extending through 
the horizontal leg thereof for permitting the power and 
communication cables to be fed downwardly from the 
ceiling for supply to the wall system. In this embodi 
ment, the power conduit l-73 and the communication 
cable 1-81 are fed through an elongated rigid tubular 
member or post 1-74 which has the upper end thereof 
?xed to the ceiling at a terminal box therein. The lower 
portion of post 1—74 projects through the opening in the 
corner cap 201’ so as to be slidably telescopically re' 
ceived within the interior of the side rail 1-16. The 
communication cable 1-81 and the power conduit 1-73 
thus extends downwardly through the interior of the 
channel-shaped side rail l-16, whereupon the power 
conduit 1-73 is electrically connected to the adjacent 
power block 1-63. 
The power blocks 1-63 and 1-64 are spaced slightly 

inwardly from the adjacent vertical edges of the panel 
to permit the communication cable l-81 to be fed di 
rectly downwardly through the siderail 1-16 and then 
bent under the power block 1—63 so to be fed into the 
raceway 1—62 which extends longitudinally along the 
lower edge of the panel between the identical power 
blocks 1-63 and 1-64, substantially as illustrated in 
FIGS. 19 and 21. Other than the slight inward displace 
ment of the power block, they are otherwise substan 
tially similar to the power blocks 63 and 64 described 
above, particularly with respect to the internal electri 
cal structure thereof and the manner in which they are 

in. 5 

35 

45 

55 

60 

65 

12 
provided with sockets for the ?exible connector 1-71 
and for conventional 3-pronged electrical plugs. 
The ?exible power connector 1-71 is substantially 

identical to the power connector 71 except that the 
housing elements 1-146 and 1—147 are necessarily of 
increased length so as to compensate for the slightly 
greater spacing between the adjacent cooperative pair 
of power blocks 1-63 and 1-64A. 
To connect the power conduit 1-73 to the power 

block 1-63 (or the identical power block 1—64), the 
power conduit 1-73 is provided with a ferrule 203 
which is secured to the lower end of the conduit by a 
screw 204. The ferrule 203 is sleeved over a substan 
tially cylindrical projection 206 (FIG. 22) which ex 
tends upwardly from the top wall of the power block, 
whereupon tightening of the screw 204 causes same to 
engage the projection 206 to lockingly connect the 
power conduit to the power block. The projection 206 
has an opening 207 projecting centrally thereof, which 
opening is ?anked by a pair of slots 208. The opening 
207 and the slots 208 terminate in openings 1-106, 1-107 
and 1408 through which project the three conductors 
associated with the power conduit 1-73. The power 
block also has a pair of platelike ?anges 209 projecting 
upwardly therefrom, which ?anges straddle the projec 
tion 206 so as to have the ferrule 203 disposed therebe 
tween. 
The power block l-63 is slidably accommodated 

within the bottom rail 1-14 as described above relative 
to the power block 63. 

Considering now the raceway 1-62, same comprises 
an elongated tubular member having opposed substan 
tially parallel sidewalls 211 and 212 joined together by 
a top wall 213 and a bottom wall 214. The top wall 213 
has a central portion which projects upwardly and is 
provided with sidewardly projecting ears or lugs for 
extending between and overlapping the lower ?anges 
1-29 on the bottom rail 1-14 for supporting the raceway 
1-62 on the rail 1-14. 
The raceway 1—62 includes a tubular rail 1-77 extend 

ing longitudinally along one side thereof, which rail is 
de?ned between the sidewall 212 and a further interior 
partition 216, whereby there is de?ned therebetween a 
space 1-77A which aligns with the cable openings 
formed in the ends of the power blocks, such as the 
openings 1-116‘, 1~1l7’ and 1-118’. This space 1-77A 
accommodates therein the power cables which extend 
between and electrically interconnect the power blocks 
1-63 and 1-64. While the cables are not shown in FIGS. 
21, these cables are equivalent to the cables 66, 67 and 
68 as shown in FIGS. 2 and 4. 
The remainder of the raceway 1-62 defines a further 

closed space 217 which extends between the vertical 
walls 211 and 216. This space 217 is provided so as to 
accommodate one or more communication cables, such 
as the cable 1—81. This space 217 has the lower portion 
thereof aligned with the recess 1-89 which extends 
centrally under the power blocks, and for this purpose 
the lower wall 214 of the raceway has a channel-shaped 
portion 218 depressed downwardly therefrom which, in 
association with the recess 1-89, forms a suitable space 
which is able to accommodate one or more communica 
tion cables 1-81 therein so that the communication 
cables can run straight through the raceway and di 
rectly under the power blocks when extending between 
adjacent panels. 

In this embodiment, the raceway includes a releasable 
catch or latch 221 coacting between the sidewall 211 
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and the adjacent edge of the top wall 213 so as to permit 
access to the space 217. This latch 221 includes a down 
wardly projecting hook or ?ange 221A formed on the 
edge of the top wall 213, and a L or Z-shaped ?ange 
221B secured to and projecting inwardly from the side 
wall 211. The raceway 1-62 is preferably extruded from 
a plastic material and thus possesses suf?cient resiliency 
and ?exibility to enable the wall 211 to be ?exed down 
wardly and outwardly so as to release the latch 221 and 
thereby provide access to the communication space 217. 
This permissible ?exing movement of the wall 211 is in 
part permitted by the ?exibility of the bottom wall 214. 
The remaining structure and assembly of the wall 

systems 1-10 is substantially indentical to the system 10 
described above. However, the wall system 1-10 does 
have the additional advantage that the communication 
cables are totally enclosed and hence hidden from view, 
while at the same time these cables can be readily in 
stalled and interchanged after the wall system has been 
assembled inasmuch as the lower raceway 1-62 does 
have an openable wall which provides access to the 
space 217. 
While FIG. 19 illustrates the power conduit as ex 

tending from a terminal box located adjacent the ceil 
ing, nevertheless the wall system of the present inven 
tion is also readily adaptable for use in situations where 
the power is supplied from a terminal box located either 
in the floor or in a sidewall. In this instance, the power 
can be supplied to one of the power blocks by utilizing 
a connector 226 as illustrated in FIG. 22, which connec 
tor is joined to one end of a ?exible conduit 227 which 
has the electrical power cables disposed therein. Con 
duit 227 has its other end connected to a suitable floor 
or wall-mounted terminal box. The connector 226 in 
cludes an elbow 228 having a metal cover plate 229 
threaded thereon, which cover plate is screwed to a 
housing 231, preferably molded of plastic. The housing 
231 has a mounting portion 232 which has a con?gura 
tion substantially identical to the con?guration of the 
housing element 1-146 or 1-147 associated with the 
?exible connector 1-71, so that the housing portion 232 
can thus be plugged into the socket associated with the 
power block so as to energize the power block. The 
housing portion 232 has three prongs (not shown) pro 
jecting therefrom which are identical to the prongs 
provided on the ?exible connector 1-71. 
While the wall panel of this invention does encom 

pass a panel which will extend from floor to ceiling, 
nevertheless the panel is normally of the type which 
terminates substantially below the ceiling. 
Although a particular preferred embodiment of the 

invention has been disclosed in detail for illustrative 
purposes, it will be recognized that variations or modi? 
cations of the disclosed apparatus, including the rear 
rangement of parts, lie within the scope of the present 
invention. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 

sive property or privilege is claimed are de?ned as 
follows: 

1. In a portable, prefabricated wall panel positionable 
in a vertical upright position and having a frame and 
panel means secured to the opposite sides of said frame 
and de?ning the exterior vertical side surfaces of said 
panel, the improvement comprising elongated channel 
means ?xedly secured to said panel, said channel means 
extending across said panel between a pair of opposed 
edges thereof and de?ning a closed interior passage 
extending longitudinally therealong, ?rst and second 
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14 
electrical terminals ?xedly mounted on said panel adja 
cent the opposite ends of said channel means and dis 
posed adjacent the opposed edges of said panel, at least 
said ?rst electrical terminal including a pair of ?rst 
multiple-hole electrical sockets formed therein, one of 
the pair of ?rst sockets being on one side of the panel 
and the other being on the other side of the panel, said 
?rst sockets each being adapted to receive a conven 
tional two or three-pronged electrical plug therein, said 
?rst and second terminals each including a pair of sec 
ond electrical sockets formed therein, one of the pair of 
second sockets being on one side of the panel and the 
other being on the other side of the panel, said second 
sockets each de?ning a plug receptacle having a differ 
ent geometrical con?guration from the plug receptacle 
de?ned by each of said ?rst sockets so that the plugs 
which mate with said second sockets will not mate with 
said ?rst sockets, and electrical cable means extending 
along said passage and interconnected to said ?rst and 
second terminals for transmitting electrical energy 
therebetween. 

2. A wall panel according to claim 1, wherein said 
channel means extends transversely across the width of 
the panel and has the opposite sidewalls thereof substan 
tially ?ush with the exterior side surfaces of the panel as 
de?ned by said panel means, and each said electrical 
terminal comprising a blocklike member aligned with 
the channel-means and having a width substantially 
equal to the width of said channel means. 

3. A wall panel according to claim 2, wherein each 
said electrical terminal includes a pair of exterior side 
walls substantially aligned with the outer sidewalls of 
said channel means, each of said sidewalls associated 
with said ?rst terminal having one of said ?rst electrical 
sockets formed therein, each said electrical terminal 
also having opposed recesses formed in the sidewalls 
thereof adjacent one end thereof, said recesses each 
being de?ned by a wall means which is spaced inwardly 
from the adjacent terminal sidewall, and said wall 
means of each recess having one of said second electri 
cal sockets formed therein. 

4. A wall panel according to claim 2, wherein said 
channel means has a tubular rail extending longitudi 
nally therealong and de?ning said interior passage, said 
channel means also having wall means de?ning an elon 
gated space extending longitudinally of said channel 
means and located between the sidewalls of the channel 
means, said elongated space being adapted to receive 
therein communication cables or the like. 

5. A wall panel according to claim 4, including leg 
means ?xed to said panel and projecting downwardly 
for supporting said panel on a ?oor. 

6. A wall panel according to claim 4, wherein said 
elongated space is totally enclosed by said wall means, 
and said wall means including two relatively movable 
wall portions releasably connected together for permit 
ting access to said space. 

7. A wall panel according to claim 6, wherein said 
wall portions comprise the top wall and one of the 
sidewalls of said channel means, and said one sidewall 
being releasable to provide access to said elongated 
space from one side of said channel means. 

[8. In a wall structure formed from a plurality of 
portable partitions of substantially rectangular con?gu 
ration, and securing means for joining said partitions 
together with vertical edges thereof adjacent one an 
other, the improvement comprising: 
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raceway means ?xed to a horizontally extending edge 
of each partition and extending longitudinally 
therealong, said raceway means de?ning therein a 
longitudinally extending interior passageway; 
pair of electrical power block means ?xedly 
mounted on each of said partitions, said pair of 
power block means being disposed adjacent and 
aligned with the opposite ends of said raceway 
means and being disposed directly adjacent the 
opposite vertical edges of said partition; 

each said power block means having electrical socket 
means associated therewith; 

electrical cable means disposed within and extending 
through said interior passageway and connected to 
the power block means as disposed adjacent the 
opposite ends of said raceway means for transmit 
ting electrical energy therebetween, said cable 
means being connected to the electrical socket 
means associated with each said power block 
means; and 

?exible electrical connector means for electrically 
connecting one of said power block means as dis 
posed adjacent a ?rst vertical edge of a ?rst parti 
tion to a further said power block means as dis 
posed adjacent a second vertical edge of a second 
partition when said ?rst and second partitions are 
disposed closely adjacent one another and are con 
nected together by said securing means, said elec 
trical connector means including ?rst electrical 
plug means adapted for reception within the socket 
means associated with said one power block means 
and second electrical plug means adapted for re 
ception within the socket means associated with 
said further power block means] 

9. [A wall structure according to claim 8,] In a wall 
structure formed from a plurality of portable partitions of 
substantially rectangular con?guration, and securing 
means for joining said partitions together with vertical 
edges thereof adjacent one another, the improvement com» 
prising: 

raceway means fixed to a horizontally extending edge of 
each partition and extending longitudinally there 
along. said raceway means de?ning therein a longitu 
dinally extending interior passageway; 

a pair of electrical power block means ?xedly mounted 
on each of said partitibns, said pair of power block 
means being disposed adjacent and aligned with the 
opposite ends of said raceway means and being dis 
posed directly adjacent the opposite vertical edges of 
said partition; 

each said power block means having electrical socket 
means associated therewith; 

electrical cable means disposed within and extending 
through said in terior passageway and connected to the 
power block means as disposed adjacent the opposite 
ends of said raceway means ?sr transmitting electrical 
energy therebetween. said cable means being con 
nected to the electrical socket means associated with 
each said power block means; 

?exible electrical connector means for electrically con 
necting one of said power block means as disposed 
adjacent a ?rst vertical edge of a ?rst partition to a 
further said power block means as disposed adjacent a 
second vertical edge of a second partition when said 
?rst and second partitions are disposed closely adja 
cent one another and are connected together by said 
securing means, said electrical connector means in 
cluding ?rst electrical plug means adapted for recep 
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tion within the socket means associated with said one 
power block means and second electrical plug means 
adapted for reception within the socket means associ 
ated with said further power block means; and 
wherein each said power block means including sec 
ond electrical socket means for accommodating a 
conventional two or three-pronged plug, said second 
electrical socket means including a pair of identical 
sockets disposed on opposite sides of said power block 
means, one of the pair of sockets being on one side of 
the partition and the other being on the other side of 
the partition, each said socket de?ning a plug recepta 
cle which is of a different geometrical con?guration 
than the plug receptacle de?ned by said ?rst-men 
tioned socket means. 

10. [A wall structure according to claim 8,] In a 
wall structure formed from a plurality of portable parti 
tions of substantially rectangular con?guration, and secur 
ing means for joining said partitions together with vertical 
edges thereof adjacent one another, the improvement com 
prising: 

raceway means ?xed to a horizontally extending edge of 
each partition and extending longitudinally there 
along, said raceway means de?ning therein a longitu 
dinally extending interior passageway,‘ 

a pair of electrical power block means ?xedly mounted 
on each of said partitions, said pair of power block 
means being disposed adjacent and aligned with the 
opposite ends of said raceway means and being dis 
posed directly adjacent the opposite vertical edges of 
said partition,‘ 

each said power block means having electrical socket 
means associated therewith, 

electrical cable means disposed within and extending 
through said interior passageway and connected to the 
power block means as disposed adjacent the opposite 
ends of said raceway means for transmitting electrical 
energy therebetween, said cable means being con~ 
nected to the electrical socket means associated with 
each said power block means; 

?exible electrical connector means for electrically con 
necting one of said power block means as disposed 
adjacent a ?rst vertical edge of a ?rst partition to a 
further said power block means as disposed adjacent a 
second vertical edge of a second partition when said 
?rst and second partitions are disposed closely adja 
cent one another and are connected together by said 
securing means, said electrical connection means 
including ?rst electrical plug means adapted for re 
ception within the socket means associated with said 
one power block means and second electrical plug 
means adapted for reception within the socket means 
associated with said further power block means; and 
wherein said partition includes a substantially rectan 
gular frame de?ned by substantially parallel top and 
bottom rails ?xedly interconnected by substantially 
parallel side rails, each of said rails de?ning an inte 
rior passage extending therethrough. sheetlike panel 
means overlying the opposite sides of said frame for 
de?ning the exterior surfaces of said partition, and 
channel-shaped end caps ?xedly but removably con 
nected to the opposite side rails of the partition, said 
end caps overlying and extending longitudinally of the 
side rails, each said end cap having a pair of elongated 
grooves formed therein adjacent the opposite edges 
thereof.‘ said grooves extending vertically throughout 
substantially the length of the end cap, and said secur 
ing means comprising a vertically elongated hinge 
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member having two hinge plates joined by a hinge, 
said hinge plates having projections thereon which are 
slidably accommodated within a pair of said grooves 
as formed in the opposed end caps of an adjacent pair 
of partitions for joining said partitions together. 5 

[11. A wall structure according to claim 8, wherein 
said raceway means extends along the lower edge of the 
partition, and leg means ?xed to each of said partitions 
and projecting downwardly below said raceway means, 
said leg means normally maintaining said raceway 
means spaced at least slightly upwardly above the 
?oor.] 

[12. A wall structure according to claim 8, wherein 
said securing means permits said ?rst and second wall 
partitions to be relatively angularly displaced about a 
substantially vertically extending hinge axis, and 
wherein said flexible electrical connector means in 
cludes hinge means for permitting relative angular dis 
placement of said partitions after said connector mean 
shas been joined to said partitions, said hinge means 
being disposed between said ?rst and second plug 
means] 

20 

[13. A wall structure according to claim 12, wherein 
said raceway means extends along the lower edge of the 
partition and has a channel-shaped space formed 
therein, each said power block means also having a 
downwardly opening channel-like space formed therein 
and substantially aligned with the space in said raceway 
means, whereby said spaces can accommodate commu 
nication cables or the like] 

25 

30 
[14. A wall structure according to claim 12, wherein 

said raceway means includes ?rst and second tubular 
portions disposed adjacent the opposite sides of said 
partition and extending longitudinally therealong, one 
said tubular portion de?ning therein said interior pas 
sageway for accommodating said electrical cable 
means, said other tubular portion de?ning therein a 
passageway for accommodating communication ca 
bles.]. 

35 

15. [A wall structure according to claim 8,] In a 40 
wall structure formed from a plurality of portable parti 
tions of substan tially rectangular con?guration, and secur 
ing means for joining said partitions together with vertical 
edges thereof adjacent one another, the improvement com 
prising: 

raceway means ?xed to a horizontally extending edge of 
each partition and extending longitudinally there 
along, said raceway means de?ning therein a longitu 
dinally extending interior passageway; 

a pair of electrical power block means ?xedly mounted 50 
on each of said partitions, said pair of power block 
means being disposed adjacent and aligned with the 
opposite ends of said raceway means and being dis 
posed directly adjacent the opposite vertical edges of 
said partition; 

each said power block means having electrical socket 
means associated therewith; 

electrical cable means disposed within and extending 
through said interior passageway and connected to the 
power block means as disposed adjacent the opposite 
ends of said raceway means for transmitting electrical 
energy therebetween, said cable means being con 
nected to the electrical socket means associated with 
each said power block means; 

?exible electrical connector means for electrically con 
necting one of said power block means as disposed 
adjacent a first vertical edge of a ?rst partition to a 
further said power block means as disposed adjacent a 
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second vertical edge of a second partition when said 
?rst and second partitions are disposed closely adja 
cent one another and are connected together by said 
securing means, said electrical connector means in 
cluding ?rst electrical plug means adaptedfor recep 
tion within the socket means associated with said 
power block means and second electrical plug means 
adapted for reception within the socket means associ 
ated with said further power block means; and 
wherein each said power block means includes a box 
like housing extending across the width of said parti 
tion and having opposed sidewalls disposed substan 
tially ?ush with the exterior sides of said partition, 
said housing having a pair of recesses formed in the 
opposite sidewalls thereo? each of said recesses being 
de?ned by a rear wall which is offset inwardly from 
the adjacent sidewall of the housing, said socket 
means including a socket associated with each of said 
recesses. and the plug means of said ?exible electrical 
connector means including a housing portion adapted 
to be accommodated within one of said recesses and a 
plurality of electrical prongs projecting outwardly of 
the housing portion a and adapted to be accommo 
dated within the socket associated with said one recess. 

16. A wall structure according to claim 15, wherein 
each said power block means includes second electrical 
socket means associated therewith, said second socket 
means including a socket associated with each of the 
sidewalls of said housing, the sockets of said second 
socket means de?ning a plug receptacle which is of a 
different geometrical con?guration than the plug recep 
tacles de?ned by the sockets of said ?rst-mentioned 
socket means. 

17. A wall structure according to claim 16, wherein 
each said power block means includes three separate 
electrically conductive elements disposed within said 
housing, each of said conductive elements comprising a 
part of the ?rst and second socket means. 

18. [A wall structure according to claim 12,] In a 
wall structure formed from a plurality of portable porti 
tions of substantially rectangular con?guration, and secur 
ing means for joining said partitions together with vertical 
edges thereof adjacent one another; the improvement com 
prising: 

raceway means ?xed to a horizontally extending edge of 
each partition and extending longitudinally there 
along, said raceway means defining therein a longitu 
dinally extending interior passageway,‘ 

a pair of electrical power block means ?xedly mounted 
on each of said partitions, said pair of power block 
means being disposed adjacent and aligned with the 
opposite ends of said raceway means and being dis 
posed directly adjacent the opposite vertical edges of 
said partition; 

each said power block means having electrical socket 
means associated therewith; 

electrical cable means disposed within and extending 
through said interior passageway and connected to the 
power block means as disposed adjacent the opposite 
ends of said raceway means, for transmitting electri 
cal energy therebetween, said cable means being con 
nected to the electrical socket means associated with 
each said power block means,‘ 

?exible electrical connector means for electrically con 
necting one of said power block means as disposed 
adjacent a ?rst vertical edge of a ?rst partition to a 
further said power block means as disposed adjacent a 
second vertical edge of a second partition when said 
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?rst and second partitions are disposed closely adja 
cent one another and are connected together by said 
securing means, said electrical connector means in 
cluding first electrical plug means adapted for recep 
tion within the socket means associated with said one 
power block means and second electrical plug means 
adapted for reception within the socket means associ 
ated with said further power block means; and 

wherein said securing means permits said ?rst and sec 
ond wall partitions to be relatively angularly displaced 
about a substantially vertically extending hinge axis, 
and wherein said ?exible electrical connector means 
includes hinge means for permitting relative angular 
displacement of said partitions after said connector 
means has been joined to said partitions, said hinge 
means being disposed between said ?rst and second 
plug means; and wherein said ?exible electrical con 
nector means including first and second housing ele 
ments having cooperating hinge parts formed thereon 
and de?ning said hinge means, said hinge parts de?n 
ing a substantially vertically hinge axis which is ap 
proximately aligned with the hinge axis de?ned by the 
securing means, and said first and second plug means 
being associated with said ?rst and second housing 
elements respectively. 

19. A wall structure according to claim 18, wherein 
each of said plug means includes a plurality of electrical 
prongs projecting outwardly from the respective hous 
ing element, and a plurality of elongated electrical con 
nectors disposed within and extending between said 
housing elements, said electrical conductors extending 
through the hinge parts and having the opposite ends 
thereof adapted for electrical interconnection to said 
prongs. 

20. A wall structure according to claim 19, wherein 
each of said plug means includes means for electrically 
connecting some of said prongs to the associated electri 
cal connectors only when the plug means is inserted 
into said socket means. 

[21. A wall structure according to claim 12, wherein 
said raceway means de?nes therein a longitudinally 
extending interior space which is substantially parallel 
to but isolated from said interior passageway, said inte 
rior space being adapted to accommodate communica 
tion cables or the like therein] 

[22. A wall structure according to claim 21, wherein 
said raceway means includes a pair of opposed and 
substantially parallel sidewalls extending longitudinally 
thereof and positioned so as to be substantially ?ush 
with the sidewalls of the partition, said raceway includ 
ing an interior wall disposed between said sidewalls and 
extending between the top and bottom walls of the 
raceway means so as to de?ne said elongated interior 
passageway between said interior wall and one of said 
sidewalls, said elongated interior space being de?ned 
between said interior wall and the other sidewall, and 
one of the walls of said raceway means as associated 
with said elongated space being flexible so as to be 
movable between a ?rst position wherein said elongated 
space is closed and a second position permitting access 
to said elongated space] 

23. A ?exible plug-type electrical connector for elec 
trically joining two electrical sockets, comprising: 

housing means including ?rst and second housing 
parts constructed of an electrically insulative mate 
rial, and connecting means joining said ?rst and 
second housing parts for permitting relative swing 
ing movement therebetween; 
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?rst and second electrical plug means respectively 

associated with said ?rst and second housing parts, 
each of said ?rst and second plug means including 
a plurality of electrically conductive prongs pro 
jecting outwardly from the respective housing 
part; 

a plurality of ?exible cablelike electrical connectors 
disposed within said housing means and extending 
from said ?rst housing part through said connect 
ing means into said second housing part, the oppo 
site ends of said electrical connectors being electri 
cally connected to said ?rst and second plug 
means; 

said ?rst plug means including ?rst means for nor 
mally maintaining at least one of said prongs elec 
trically disconnected from the respective electrical 
connector when said ?rst plug means is disengaged 
from an electrical socket; and 

said second plug means including second means for 
normally maintaining at least one of said prongs 
electrically disconnected from the respective elec 
trical connector when said second plug means is 
disengaged from an electrical socket. 

24. A connector according to claim 23, wherein said 
connecting means includes ?rst and second hollow 
hinge parts ?xedly connected to said ?rst and second 
housing parts respectively, said hinge parts joining said 
housing parts together for permitting said housing parts 
to be relatively swingably displaced about a hinge axis 
de?ned by said hinge parts, and the prongs associated 
with said ?rst and second plug means projecting out 
wardly from the housing parts in a direction substan 
tially perpendicular to the hinge axis. 

25. A connector according to claim 23, wherein said 
?rst means is associated with a ?rst prong of said ?rst 
plug means and includes a first stationary electrical 
contact ?xed to one end of the respective electrical 
connector and a second movable contact spaced from 
said ?rst contact, and said ?rst prong including a ?rst 
leg portion ?xed to said ?rst housing part and project 
ing outwardly therefrom and a second leg portion ?xed 
to said ?rst leg portion and being resiliently movable 
when said prong is inserted into a socket, said second 
leg portion having said second contact mounted on the 
inner end thereof so that said second contact is moved 
into engagement with said ?rst contact when said ?rst 
prong is inserted into a socket, and wherein said second 
means is constructed substantially identically to said 
?rst means. 

26. In a portable prefabricated wall panel having 
means de?ning an elongated passageway disposed inte 
riorly of the panel adjacent a horizontal edge thereof, 
and electrical cable means disposed within said passage 
way and extending longitudinally therethrough, the 
improvement comprising: 

a pair of electrical power block means ?xedly 
mounted on said panel adjacent the opposite verti 
cal edges thereof, said power block means being 
mounted on said panel adjacent the opposite ends 
of said passageway, and said electrical cable means 
being connected to said power block means; 

said power block means comprising a boxlike housing 
constructed of an electrically insulative material 
and a plurality of electrically conductive elements 
mounted within said housing and insulated from 
one another; 

said housing having ?rst opening means formed in an 
end wall thereof for permitting said electrical cable 
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means to project through said housing for engage 
ment with said electrically conductive elements; 

second opening means formed in a sidewall of said 
housing and cooperating with the electrically con 
ductive elements for de?ning ?rst electrical socket 
means, said ?rst socket means de?ning a ?rst plug 
receptacle; 

third opening means formed in said housing and co 
operating with the electrically conductive ele 
ments for de?ning second electrical socket means, 
said second socket means de?ning a second plug 
receptacle having a geometrical con?guration 
which is different from the geometrical con?gura 
tion of said ?rst plug receptacle so that the plug 
which mates with said ?rst plug receptacle will not 
mate with said second plug receptacle and vice 
versa; and 

said housing as associated with at least one of said 
power block means having fourth opening means 
formed therein for permitting an electrical supply 
conduit to project into said housing for connection 
to said electrically conductive elements. 

27. A panel according to claim 26, wherein said hous 
ing includes a pair of substantially parallel sidewalls 
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which are substantially ?ush with the exterior sides of 25 
the panel, said housing also including a pair of opposed 
and substantially parallel wall parts which are recessed 
inwardly from and laterally displaced relative to the 
adjacent sidewalls, said ?rst socket means including a 
?rst socket associated with each of said sidewalls, and 
said second socket means including a second socket 
associated with each of said wall parts. 

28. A ?exible plug-type electrical connector for elec 
trically joining two electrical sockets, comprising: 

housing means including ?rst and second housing 
parts constructed of an electrically insulative mate 
rial, and connecting means joining said ?rst and 
second housing parts for permitting relative swing 
ing movement therebetween; 

?rst and second electrical plug means respectively 
associated with said ?rst and second housing parts, 
each of said ?rst and second plug means including 
at least one electrically conductive prong project 
ing outwardly from the respective housing part; 

a plurality of electrical connectors disposed within 
said housing means and extending from said ?rst 
housing part through said connecting means into 
said second housing part, the opposite ends of said 
electrical connectors being electrically associated 
with said ?rst and second plug means; 

said ?rst plug means having said one prong normally 
maintained electrically disconnected from its re 
spective electrical connector when said ?rst plug 
means is disengaged from an electrical socket; and 

said second plug means having said one prong nor 
mally maintained electrically disconnected from its 
respective electrical connector when said second 
plug means is disengaged from an electrical socket. 

29. A connector according to claim 28, wherein said 
connecting means includes ?rst and second hinge parts 
?xedly connected to said ?rst and second housing parts 
respectively, said hinge parts joining said housing parts 
together for permitting said housing parts to be rela 
tively swingably displaced about a hinge axis de?ned by 
said hinge parts, and the prongs associated with said 
?rst and second plug means projecting outwardly from 
the housing parts in a direction substantially perpendic 
ular to the hinge axis. 
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30. A connector according to claim 28, wherein said 

plurality of electrical connectors includes ?rst and sec 
ond electrical connectors each of which terminates at 
opposite ends thereof in a pair of ?xed contacts which 
are respectively associated with the ?rst and second 
housing parts, and each of said ?rst and second plug 
means including ?rst and second electrically conduc 
tive prongs projecting outwardly from the respective 
housing part, the ?rst and second prongs being associ 
ated with the contacts of the ?rst and second connec 
tors and being normally spaced a preselected distance 
from and electrically separated from the respective 
contacts so that the ?rst and second prongs and the 
respective contacts are electrically joined together only 
when the respective plug means is joined with a mating 
part to form a quick connect-disconnect electrical cou 
pling. 

[31. In an upright wall structure formed from a plu 
rality of portable upright partitions which are joined 
together so that the vertical edges thereof are adjacent 
one another, the improvement comprising: 
raceway means ?xed to a horizontally extending edge 

of each upright partition and extending longitudi 
nally therealong, said raceway means de?ning 
therein a longitudinally extending interior passage 
Way; 
pair of electrical power block means ?xedly 
mounted on each of said partitions, said pair of 
power block means being disposed adjacent the 
opposite ends of said raceway means in the vicinity 
of the opposite vertical edges of said partition; 

electrical cable means disposed within and extending 
through said interior passageway and connected to 
the power block means as disposed adjacent the 
opposite ends of said raceway means for transmit 
ting electrical energy therebetween; 

an electrical connecting device for electrically con 
necting one of said power block means as disposed 
adjacent a ?rst vertical edge of a ?rst partition to a 
further said power block means as disposed adja 
cent a second vertical edge of a second partition 
when said ?rst and second partitions are disposed 
with said ?rst and second vertical edges closely 
adjacent one another, said electrical connecting 
device including means which permits it to angu 
larly adjust to the desired horizontal angular orien 
tation between the joined partitions; 

a ?rst quick connect-disconnect electrical connector 
coacting between said electrical connecting device 
and said one power block means for electrically 
connecting same together, and a second quick con 
nect-disconnect electrical connector coacting be 
tween said electrical connecting device and said 
further power block means for electrically con 
necting same together, each of said ?rst and second 
quick connect-disconnect electrical connectors 
being formed by two separate parts, one of said 
parts being associated with the respective power 
block means and the other part by being associated 
with said electrical connecting device] 

[32. A wall structure according to claim 31 wherein 
said electrical connector comprises a plug-and-socket 
structure formed by said two separable parts] 

[33. A wall structure according to claim 31, wherein 
each said power block means includes a housing which 
extends substantially across the width of the respective 
partition and has opposed sidewalls which are substan 
tially flush with the sidewalls of the partition, said hous 



Re. 31,733 
23 

ing having a pair of opposed recesses formed therein, 
said recesses extending inwardly from the adjacent 
sidewall of the housing, and said electrical connecting 
device including two housing parts which are adapted 
to be positioned within the recesses formed in the adja 
cent power block means as positioned in the vicinity of 
the adjacent vertical edges of the partitions, said electri 
cal connecting device being positionable within the 
adjacent recesses as provided on either side of the adja 
cent joined partitions] 

[34. A wall structure according to claim 33, wherein 
said housing parts are joined by said means which per 
mits the electrical connecting device to angularly adjust 
to the desired horizontal angular orientation between 
the joined partitions] 

[35. In a wall structure formed from a plurality of 
portable prefabricated partitions, at least three of said 
partitions being disposed as that a vertical edge of one 
partition is disposed closely adjacent a vertical edge on 
the remaining two partitions, and securing means for 
joining said three partitions together so that the men 
tioned vertical edges of said three partitions are closely 
adjacent, the improvement comprising: 
raceway means ?xed to a horizontally extending edge 
of each partition and extending longitudinally 
therealong, said raceway means de?ning therein a 
longitudinally extending interior passageway; 

an electrical power block means ?xedly mounted on 
each of said partitions, said power block means 
being disposed adjacent said raceway means; 

a ?rst electrical connector means for electrically con 
necting the power block means associated with a 
?rst one of said partitions to the power block 
means as associated with a second one of said parti 
tions, and a second electrical connector means for 
electrically connecting said power block means as 
associated with the ?rst one of said partitions to the 
power block means as associated with the third one 
of said partitions, each of said ?rst and second 
electrical connector means being separable from 
said partitions; 

each said electrical connector means including an 
electrically insulative housing having ?rst and sec 
ond parts and electrically conductive means dis 
posed within said housing and extending between 
said ?rst and second parts, each said electrical con 
nector means also including means which permits it 
to angularly adjust to the desired horizontal angu 
lar orientation between the respective joined pair 
of partitions; and 

cooperating means associated with each said power 
block means and said electrical connector means 
for releasably electrically connecting same to 
gether, said cooperating means including ?rst 
means associated with each of said ?rst and second 
parts and second means associated with each of 
said power block means, said ?rst and second 
means forming a releasable plug-and-socket con» 
nection between said electrical connector means 
and each of the respective power block means] 

36. In combination, a portable upright wall panel, 
raceway means ?xedly secured to an edge of said panel 
and extending longitudinally thereof, said raceway 
means cooperating with said panel to de?ne therein ?rst 
and second interior passageways each of which extends 
longitudinally of said raceway means in parallel rela 
tionship, said raceway means including interior wall 
means which divides said raceway means into said ?rst 
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and second interior passageways and isolates them from 
one another, ?rst and second electrical power block 
means ?xed to said panel and positioned adjacent the 
opposite ends of said raceway means, each of said 
power block means having electrical means associated 
therewith and de?ning half of a quick connect-discon 
nect electrical connector, electrical cable means dis 
posed within and extending longitudinally of said ?rst 
interior passageway, said electrical cable means having 
the opposite ends thereof electrically connected to the 
?rst and second power block means, each of said ?rst 
and second power block means having a channel-like 
clearance space extending longitudinally thereof in a 
direction substantially parallel with the elongated direc 
tion of said raceway means, said channel-like space 
being at least partially aligned with the adjacent end of 
said second interior passageway, opposed side walls 
associated with each of said power block means which 
project along and enclose the opposite sides of said 
channel-like clearance space, whereby communication 
cables can extend continuously through said second 
interior passageway and through the clearance spaces 
de?ned adjacent the ?rst and second power block 
means while being effectively hidden from view. 

37. The combination according to claim 36 wherein 
said raceway means is secured to the lower horizontally 
extending edge of said panel, and wherein the clearance 
spaces formed in said power block means extend hori 
zontally through the power block means and open 
downwardly thereof. 

[38. In an upright wall structure formed from at least 
two portable upright partitions which are joined to 
gether so that the vertical edges thereof are adjacent 
one another, the improvement comprising: 
means ?xed to and extending longitudinally across 

each said partition and de?ning therein a longitudi 
nally extending interior passageway; 

electrical terminal means ?xedly mounted on each of 
said partitions, said terminal means being disposed 
adjacent the interior passageway so as to communi 
cate therewith; 

separable means for electrically connecting a ?rst 
said terminal means as mounted on a second parti 
tion when said ?rst and second partitions are dis 
posed with the opposed vertical edges thereof 
closely adjacent one another for transmitting elec 
trical energy between said ?rst and second terminal 
means, said separable means including plural sepa 
rable portions, one of said portions being releasably 
connected with said ?rst terminal means to form a 
quick connect-disconnect electrical connection 
therewith and a second of said portions being re 
leasably connected with said second terminal 
means to form a quick connect-disconnect electri 
cal connection therewith, said separable means 
being angularly flexible for permitting said ?rst and 
second partitions to be relatively angularly ad 
justed to a desired horizontal angular orientation 
between the joined partitions while maintaining 
said first and second terminal means electrically 
connected together] 

39. In an upright wall structure formed from at least 
two portable upright partitions which are joined to 
gether so that the vertical edges thereof are adjacent 
one another, the improvement comprising: 

raceway means ?xed to and extending longitudinally 
across each said partition so that the opposite ends 
of said raceway means are disposed adjacent the 








