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This invention relates to picture books, and more par 
ticularly to a picture book for very young children. 

Because of the normal conditions under which such 
picture books are used, they should resist wear and tear, 
and are preferably capable of being cleaned with water 
and soap. Any object to be handled by a very young 
child should be safe under all conceivable circumstances. 
The primary object of the invention is the provision 

of a picture book which meets the above requirements. 
An additional objects is the provision of a picture book 
which is soft and pliable enough not to injure a child, 
yet of such structure that pages tend to present ?at pic< 
ture carrying surfaces. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention, in 

one of its aspects, provides a book having a plurality of 
pages. Each page has two facing members of pliable 
foil material, substantially impervious to water, and a 
core member of resiliently compressible plate material 
interposed between the facing members. The pages are 
hingedly connected for movement relative to each other. 

Other features and the attendant advantages of this 
invenLion will become apparent from the following de 
tailed description of a preferred embodiment when taken 
with the appended drawing in which: 

FIG. 1 shows a book of the invention in fragmentary 
perspective view; 

FIG. 2 shows a portion of the book of FIG. 1 in eleva 
tional scciion on the line Il-—II; and 

FIG. 3 is an elevational side view of the book of FIG. 
1 in the folded condition. 

Referring now to the drawing in detail, there are seen 
three pages 14, 16, 18 of a picture book. The book essen 
tially consists of two elongated foils 10, 12 of pliable 
waterproof plastic, such as plasticized polyvinyl chlo 
ride, and several rectangular plates 20 of foamed rubber 
or plastics, such as polyurethane plastic. 
The two foils 10, 12 are superimposed in each page on 

the opposite major faces of the corresponding plate 20 
so as to form a laminar structure in which the plate 20 
constitutes a core faced by the foil material. The foils 
I0, 12 are wider than the corresponding dimensions of 
the plates 20, and the plates are spaced from each other 
in the direction of elongation of the foils. The projecting 
rim portions of the two foils in each page are bonded to 
each other so as to form two longitudinal seals 22 and 
two transverse, sealed hinges 23 associated with each page 
and extending from one seat 22 to the other. 
As better seen in FIG. 2, the foils 10, 12 are of uni 

form thickness except along a crease 24 where they are 
reduced in thickness. Each foil thus has longitudinally 
alternating facing and hinge portions. The hinge por 
tions are bonded to each other and include parts of re 
duced thickness along the crease 24 which extends over 
the full width of the book. The creases facilitate fold 
ing of the book in accordion fashion as illustrated in 
FIG. 3. 
The three substantially identical pages 14, 16, 18 carry 
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respective image imprints of a ball 15, a cube 17, and 
of a rattle 19. These are merely illustrative of the objects 
whose pictorial representations are usually incorporated 
in picture books for the very young. 

In making a picture book of the invention, the image 
imprints are ?rst applied to one or both of the foils 10, 
12 by screen printing or any other suitable method not 
in itself relevant to this invention. The several plates 
20 are then positioned on the blank face of one of the 
foils in longitudinally spaced relationship, and the other 
foil is superimposed on the plates. The foils 10, 12 are 
then bonded to each other about each plate 20, preferably 
by welding, thereby sealing each plate in a conforming 
pocket of pliable material impervious to water. 
The welded double layer of foil material between two 

adjacent plates 20 constitutes the hinge element of the 
book. The creases 24 may be formed during welding 
by heat and pressure, or they may be formed in 21 sep 
arate operation. 
The picture books of the invention are virtually in 

destructible by means available to their normal users. 
They are readily cleaned by washing. The cellular core 
of each page is su?iciently compressible to permit some 
deformation of the page, and thus to avoid injury to a 
child upon impact, but the resilience of the core tends 
to restore the normal ?at shape of each page. 

It should be understood, of course, that the foregoing 
disclosure relates to only a preferred embodiment of the 
invention, and that it is intended to cover all changes 
and modi?cations of the example of the invention here 
in chosen for the purpose of the disclosure which do not 
constitute departures from the spirit and scope of the 
invention set forth in the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1 A washable children’s picture book comprising, in 

combination: 
(a) two superposed elongated foil members of pliable 

material substantially impervious to water, said foil 
members having longitudinally alternating face por 
tions and binge portions; 

(b) at least three substantially identical plateshaped 
core members of resilient, soft and pliable foam 
rubber or foam plastic, 

(1) each core member being interposed between 
respective face portions of said foil members 
and longitudinally spaced from the other core 
members, 

(2) the respective hinge portions of said foil 
members being bonded to each other longitudi~ 
nally intermediate said core members, 

(3) said foil members having respective rim por 
tions projecting from said face portions trans 
versely of the direction of elongation of said 
foil members, 

(4) the rim portions of one foil member being 
bonded to the rim portions of the other foil 
member, whereby the bonded hinge and rim 
portions jointly constitute a seal between said 
foil members about each core member; and 

(c) an image imprint on each face portion. 
2. A book as set forth in claim 1, wherein said face 

portions and respective parts of each hinge portion ad 
jacent said face portions are of substantially uniform 
thickness, and a part of each hinge portion elongated 
transversely of said direction of elongation is of reduced 
thickness. 

3. A washable children's picture book essentially con 
sisting of at least three laminar pages of substantially 
identical size and shape, each page comprising two face 
portions, 0 core portion interposed between said two 
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face portions, and an image imprint exposed on each of 
said face portions, 

(1) said face portions constituting respective longi 
tudinally spaced integral parts of two superposed 
elongated foil members of pliable material sub 
stantially impervious to water, and being connected 
with each other by longitudinally interposed hinge 
portions of said foil members, 

(2) said core portions consisting of resilient, soft, and 
pliable foam rubber or foam plastic, 

(3) each page being connected to an adjacent page by 
a pair of respective hinge portions of said two foil 
members for pivotal movement about an axis trans 
verse of the direction of elongation of said foil 
members, 

(4) said foil members having respective rim portions 
projecting from said face portions is opposite longi 
tudinal directions and transversely 0]‘ the direction of 
elongation of said foil members, 

(5) the rim portions of one loil member being bonded 
to the rim portions of the other foil member to form 
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a seal between said foil members about the core 
portions of said pages. 

4. A book as set forth in claim 3, wherein said axis is 
substantially perpendicular to said direction of elongation. 

5. A book as set forth in claim 4, wherein said pliable 
material is plasticized polyvinyl chloride. 
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