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My present invention relates to a skinning ma 
chine which is particularly adapted for skinning 
hams, shoulders, jowls, and the like in a quick 
and efficient manner. 

One‘object of this invention is to provide a ma 
chinev of this character which is comparatively 
simple and inexpensive from a manufacturing 
standpoint. 
Another object is to provide a skinning ma 

chine wherein a skin [pulling roller and a pres 
sure shoe cooperate with each other to. remove the 
skin from a'ham or the like, the coaction of the 
two resulting'in a very effective grip on the skin 
to insure the removal thereof from the harm in a 
minimum of time with a maximum of conven 
ience. 

Still another object is to provide a Stripping 
means in the form of rods received in peripheral 
grooves of the roller between serrations on its 
surface to form an effective stripping means 
without interfering with the gripping of a skin 
between the roller and‘ the shoe. ~ 
A further object is to provide a machine of 

this character which is readily driven by power 
such as an electric motor or the like and which 
reduces the manual operations necessary to 
loosening one corner of the skin and then holding 
the ham in the proper relation to the serrated 
roller and the pressure shoe, permitting the ham 
to; roll during the skinning action until the skin 
is completely removed from the circumference of 
the-ham. ‘ 

Still a further object is to providean arrange 
ment of parts which facilitates cleaningthe ma~ 
chine, and, particularly, the mounting of the 
pressure shoe and feed table so that they canlbe 
swung away from the skin pulling roller and the 
pressure’shoe inverted so that all the parts can 
be reached readily for cleaning with a brush or 
hose and the roller thus left exposed for cleaning, 
the stripper rods being mounted on a pin which 
can be withdrawn to permit the removal of all 
the stripper rods for separate cleaning and to 
facilitate access to the grooves in the roller for 
cleaning them. 
With these and’ other objects in view, my in-. 

vention consists in the construction, arrangement 
and combination of the'various parts of my skin 
ningr machine whereby the objects contemplated 
are attained, as hereinafter more fully set forth, 
pointed out in my claims and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a skinning machine 
embodying my invention .with portions thereof 
broken away to showconstructional' details; 
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Fig, 2 is an end elevation, also with portions 

broken away; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged end view showing the pres 

sure shoe opened for cleaning; 
Fig. 4 is a partial plan View, of the machine; 
Fig. 5 is a sectional view on the line 5-‘-5.of 

Fig. 4; and 
Fig. 6 is a sectional view on the line 6—6. of 

Fig. 5. I 

On the accompanying drawing. I have used the 
reference character F to indicate, in general, a 
frame which may be supported as one floor sur 
face it. The frame F includes a channel-shaped 
top plate I? on which is mounted. a pair of .end 
plates Hi. The end plates [4 have bearings 16 
and I8. Journaled in the bearings I6 is a roller 
R provided with spaced circular rowsof teeth 20 
having grooves 22 between. the teeth. The ends 
of the roller are shown in Fig. 6 having, spindles 
2s jo-urnaled in the bearings Iii. The bearings Iii 
may be suitably bushed or provided with ball or 
roller type. bearings if desired. Between each end 
groove 22 and the bearings IE I provide. alimit 
ing ring 26 which may also be hushed for rotation 
on the spindles, 24. 
A shaft 28 .is mountedin the bearings l8 and 

pivotally supports a feed plate 30. The feed plate 
39, as shown in Fig. 3, has its end adjacent the 
roller R beveled and adjustable in. height byan 
adjusting screw 32 ineach end plate 14. Lock 
nuts 34 are provided to retain the adjustment. 
A pressure shoe Sis provided which hasv the 

cross-sectional shape shown in Fig. 5, and which 
is pivoted on a shaftv 3B. The shaft. 35 is carried 
by bearings 38 of a pair of arms 49, which arms, 
in turn, are pivoted at 42 to theside frame I4. 
Each arm 40 has a spring housing 64 in which 

is mounted (a plunger ‘'46 and a spring 48, with 
the spring tending to push the. plunger down 
wardly in the spring housing. To limit the down 
ward movement a stem 56 is provided on the. 
plunger and lock nuts 52 are threaded on the 
stem so that adjustment can be had and re 
tained. > 

The free ends of the armsAUare connected to 
gether by shaft 54,which has an eye-plate 53 de 
pending therefrom into which-acontrol rod‘58 
is hooked. The lower end of the control rod; is 
pivoted to a foot pedal 6!) for manual control ‘of 
the arms, as will hereinafter appear. 
The skin pulling roller R is rotated in- any suit 

able manner, as by a chain drive162 extending 
around a large sprocket 64 on- one of the spindles 
24 of the roller R. andv a smallsprocket ‘6-6 on-a 
gear reducer G. The gear» reducer G is belted, 
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as by a belt 68, to a motor M of electric or any 
suitable type. 
The front flange of the top channel I2 of the 

frame F has a plurality of notches ‘i5 therein to 
partially receive eyes ‘12 of stripper rods T3‘. The 
eyes 12 receive a pin 15 having a handle 18 at 
one end and passing through a pair of perforated 
cars 80 secured to the channel I2 adjacent the 
ends of the channel. The stripper rods '54, it 
will be noted, are received in the grooves 22 and 
extend partially around the roller R (see Fig. 5). 
The pin 16 may be withdrawn for permitting the 
stripper rods 74' to be removed from the roller R 
‘for cleaning purposes, as will hereinafter appear. 

Practical operation 

‘In the operation of my skinning machine a 
ham, shoulder or jowl indicated at H in Fig. 5, 
having skin 82 thereon, is ?rst prepared for strip 
ping the skin therefrom by using a knife to loosen 
one corner of the skin. The spring plungers 4t 
normally keep the arms 40 elevated to the solid 
line position shown in Fig. 2, which permits the 
shoe S to assume the dotted position shown in 
Fig. 5. The shoe is concave to partially follow 
the roller R and thereby effect a good grip of the 
teeth of the roller with relation to the skin 82. 
The shoe S has a reduced leading edge which may 
be formed by a removable blade 84 having a 
square corner at its lower right edge in Fig. 5, 
as distinguished from a, knife edge, since the pur 
pose is to strip the skin from the ham without 
cutting it, and the edge being formed at substan 
tially 90 degrees e?ects a good ?eshing action on, 
the skin. 
The loose corner of the skin is inserted under 

the shoe S and the pedals 60 depressed for mov 
ing the shoe to the solid line position shown in 
Fig. 5 so that the teeth of the roller R grip the skin 
and progressively skin it from the ham H, rotating 
the ham clockwise in Fig. 5 at the same time. 
The skin drops onto a de?ector 86 which may 
de?ect it into a conveyor, truck or the like for 
disposing of the skins. The skinning operation 
will continue until the entire ham is skinned, 
whereupon the pedal 66 may be released prepara 
tory to skinning another ham. During the skin 
ning operation the skin is stripped from the 
teeth of the roller R. by the stripper rods 14 
in a very eifective manner. 
Depending upon the amount of fat to be left 

on the skin and/or the thickness of the skin, the 
rod 58 may be adjusted, as by a pair of nuts 38 
at its lower end in Fig. 2 so that when the pedal 
60 is depressed fully the shoe may be relatively 
close to the teeth 2K2, as shown in Fig. 5, or spaced 
farther therefrom. If the adjustment of the rod 
58 is too short the shoe would tend to strike the 
teeth 20 if it were not for the limiting rings 26. 
These, as shown in Fig. 6, are slightly higher than 
the teeth so that the shoe will strike them ?rst, 
and the rollers will then remain stationary while 
the skin pulling roller R will continue to move, but 
without its teeth striking the shoe. Likewise, the 
ends of the feed plate 30 will engage the limit 
ing rings 25 before striking the teeth if the ad 
justment 32 is too low. 
With a machine of the character disclosed the 

skinning operation is comparatively simple and 
can be performed quickly in an efficient manner. 
The skin issuing from the machine, of course, is 
punctuated with indentations of the teeth 20, but, 
ordinarily, the skins of hams and shoulders are 
not needed for any useful purpose where such 
indentations are objectionable. 
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Another important consideration in a machine 
of this kind is case of cleaning. With my arrange 
ment the shoe S can be inverted as to the posi 
tion shown by solid lines in Fig. 3 by unhooking 
the rod 58 from the eye-plate ‘56 and swinging 
the arms 40 through a movement of about one 
half circ'le. This position of the shoe also permits 
ready access to the roller R for cleaning it, and 
the feed table 30 may be swung around to the 
position shown by dotted lines in Fig. 5 for facili 
tating the cleaning of the roller. 
The pin 16 may be completely withdrawn so 

that all of the stripper rods 74 are free to be un 
hooked from the roller R and separately cleaned, 
and this operation also permits of ready access to 
the grooves 22 for cleaning them. Thus the ma 
chine can be kept in a sanitary condition with 
out inconvenience in getting at parts which are 
hard to clean when assembled in their normal 
operating relation to each other. 
Some changes may be made in the arrange 

ment and construction of the various parts of my 
skinning machine, without departing from the 
real spirit and purpose of my invention, and. it 
is my intention to cover by my claims any mod 
i?ed forms of structure or use of mechanical 
equivalents which may be reasonably included 
within their scope. ‘ 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a skinning machine, a frame, a serrated 

roller journaled thereon, a curved pressure shoe 
partially surrounding said roller and forming a 
skin pulling means therewith, said pressure shoe 
having a reduced leading edge for parting the 
skin from an object, a feed table for the object 
to feed the skin to the space between the serraé 
ticns of said roller and said pressure shoe, means 
for urging said pressure shoe and said roller to 
ward each other and‘ a?ording movement of said 
pressure shoe and roller apart from each other 
to automatically vary the space therebetween 
during the skinning operation said roller having 
peripheral grooves between the serrations there 
of, and stripping means received in said grooves 
and partially surrounding said roller to strip the 
skin fom the serrations thereof. 

[2. In a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed 
roller journaled thereon, a curved pressure shoe 
partially surrounding said roller and having a 
reduced leading edge for parting the skin from 
an object, a table for the object to feed the skin 
to the space between the teeth of said roller and 
said pressure shoe, said roller having peripheral 
grooves between the serrations thereof and strip 

, ping means received in said grooves and partially 
surrounding said roller to strip the skin from the 
teeth of the roller, said table being adjustable on 
said frame toward and away from said roller] 

3. A skinning machine comprising a frame, a 
toothed skin pulling roller journaled thereon, a 
concave pressure shoe adjacent said roller and 
having a reduced leading edge for parting the 
skin from an object, pivoted arm means for car 
rying said shoe, spring means normally spacing 
said shoe from said roller, manually controllable 
means for swinging said arms to bring said shoe 
into close relationship to said roller, said arms 
being swingable to a position for spacing said shoe 
from said roller and inverting it for cleaning pur 
poses, and a table for supporting an object in 
position for feeding of the skin of the object 
to the space between said roller and said pres 
sure shoe. 

4. In a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed 
roller journaled thereon, a pressure shoe adjacent 
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said rollerfor parting theskin; from an object, 
a feed tableior supporting theobject in position - 
for feedingiof- theiskin thereof togthespacebe 
tween said roller and said pressure-shoe, strip 
ping means'to strip the skin from said roller com 
prising stripper rods- received in grooves of said‘ 
roller and partially surrounding the same, said 
rods having-eyes, and a removable pin through 
said eyes to normally retain the stripperrods-in 
operative position and to permit their removal for 
cleaningpurposes when the pin is withdrawn; 

5. In a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed’ 
roller journaled thereon and having spaced 
grooves, stripper rods in said grooves, limiting 
rings of a greater diameter than said roller jour 
naled on the ends of said roller, a pressure shoe 
adjacent said roller and having areduced leading. 
edge for parting the skin from an object, said, 
pressure shoe being adjustable toward and away 
from said roller, a feed table adjustable toward 
and away from said roller for feeding the skin 
of the object to the space between said roller and 
said pressure shoe, said limiting rings being con 
tactable by said shoe and feed table to prevent 
contact thereof- with the teeth of said roller, said 
stripping means and shoe being capable of spac 
ing from said roller to permit cleaning of the 
machine. 

6. In a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed 
roller journaled thereon, limiting rings of a 
greater diameter than-‘said roller journaled on 
the ends of said roller, at-pressure shoe adjacent 
said roller for parting't-hetskinrfrom an object, 
said pressure shoe beingadiustable toward and 
away from said-rollenafeed table adjustable to 
ward and away ‘from said-roller-for feeding the 
skin of the object to the space between said roller 
and said-shoe, said limiting rings being contact 
able by said shoe and-feed table to prevent con 
tact thereof with the teeth of said-roller. 

7. A skinning machine comprising a frame, a 
toothed roller.v journaled thereon, arms pivoted to 
said frame, spring hold-up means forsaidarms 
and manual depressing means thereforha pres 
sure shoe carried'by said arms adjacent said 
roller and having a-reduced leadingedge for part 
ing the skinfrorn an object, a table for support- 
ing the object in position for'feeding of the :skin 
thereof: to the space between said, roller and said 
pressure shoe, and‘means to unhook said de 
presser pedal with. relation-toisaid arms and per 
mit them, toswing said-shoe to a cleaningjposi 
tion spaced from saida'roller. 

8. A skinning machine comprising a frame, 
a'toothed roller journaled thereon,,pivoted arms, 
spring hold-up means for said armsand manual 
depressing means therefor, a‘ pressure shoe-car 
ried by said arms adjacent said roller and having 
a leading edge for parting‘ the skin from an ob 
ject, and means to unhook said depresser pedal 
with relation to said arms and permit them‘to 
swing saidshce to an inverted cleaning position 
spaced from said roller'to permitv access thereto. 
-9. A skinning machine comprising aframe, a 

toothed.- roller journaled, thereon, pivoted ar_ms,::. 
a pressure-shoe carried by said arms adjacent 
said rollervand having a- leading edge; for part 
ing the skin from an object, removable stripping 
means for said roller, a depressor pedal for said 
arms, and means to unhook said depressor pedal 
with relation to said armsand permit‘ them-to 
swing. said shoe to‘an inverted, cleaning position 
spaced from said- roller to permit access; thereto 
and to permit removal of a said stripping. means, 

;;75; from‘, said roller. 
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10._ A masmneqomnrisins 2», frame. 

a toothed skin I pulling 17911.91‘v isumaled thereon, 
a concave pressure shoe adjacent-said roller, the 
Concave surfaae sf ¢saidersssureishoe partially 
surrounding said roller and oooperable therewith 
for forming .a skin pulling-means, said pressure 
shoe'having a reduced leadingedge. formed there¢ 
on-and-carrisdthersbvfor parting the'skin from s 
an Object, pivQtedrar-m means.‘ for carrying- said" 
shoe, springmeansenormally. spacing saidishoer 
fronisaid roller, means for swinging saidkarms to 
bring, said shoeiinto close relationship, to said 
roller, means for limiting the extent of, movement 
of said armsiandrshoe toward ‘said roller and fQI' 
thereby‘ maintaining ‘said reducedqleading edge 
of said-shoe out ofoontact with-said; roller at all 
times, and a table-for supporting an object in 
position for feeding-,ofthe skin ,of' .thegobject to 
the, space’ between said’ roller and said pressure - 
shoe. 

11. A skinning machineoomprising a frame, a. 
toothed roller journaled thereon; a pressure shQe 
adjacent said rol1er~and movable into and out 
of operative position with respect to said roller, 
said pressure shoe when in said operative posi 
tion partiallyysurrounding said roller. and form 
ing a skin pulling means-gtherewithnsaid pressure 
shoe having ,a reducedwleading edge for parting 
the skinfrom anobjectizbiasingmeans.urgingsaid 
pressure shoe out;of~ said operative position, man 
uai means for moving said pressureshoeinto said ' 
operativeposition againstsaid'biasing means and 
holding it in said operative position,v means ?xed 
with respect to saidfr-arne ;for limiting the, extent 
of movement-of I said , pressure ,shoe ,into operativ e 
position and :forthereby maintaining said re 
duced leading edge:outptcontactwithsaidroller 
at all times, a table jfor vI,supporting, an objectiin 
position for feeding of, the skin ,of the object 
to the space between ,saidroller and saidpres 
sureshoe, and-strippingmeansto strip the skin 
from said roller. 

12. A, skinning machine comprising. a frame, a 
toothed rollerjournaledzthereoma pressure shoe 
adjacent said rollerrandmovable into and out of 
operative position/with respect to saidgroller, said 
pressure shoe when in said operative position 
partially, surrounding-said, roller and, forming a 
skin pullingmeanstherewith,,said pressure shoe 
having'a reduced leadingpdge foriparting the 
skinfrom-an objectnbiasingzrneans urging said 
pressure shoe out of'said operative position, man 
ual means for moving-saidnpressureshoe into said 
operative position againstsaid biasing means and 
holding it in saidgoperativeppsition,,means ?xed 
with’respect to said;frame for limiting the ex 
tent of movement of said pressure shoe into oper- , 
ative position~,and;_forithereby maintaining said 
reduced leading Qdsaout of contact with said 
roller at all»times,,_,a._table;for supporting an, 
object in position-fora, feeding of the skin or" the 
object to- the spacezvbetweensaid roller and said 
pressure'shoehsaid; table being, adj ustahle on said 
frame, means for adjusting the portion of said ' 
table adjacent‘said, reduced leading edge-of the 
pressure shoe towardgand away from saidreduced 
leading edge, for, accommodating different thici~:— 
nesses of skin,,and;stripping, means to'strip the 
skin from saidrroller. 
‘13. A skinning.‘ machine .of the character dis 

closed comprising ‘a framehai serrated roller 
journaled thereon,. apressura shoe partially 
surrounding said rolleriorp parting theskin from 
an object, a._feed tabla fonthe object, said'pres 
sure ,shoe" having;.- a .-»,por.tion-.'roverhansins ;,said-Y 
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roller‘ on the side thereof adjacent said table, 
said table having one edge disposed adjacent said 
roller and below said overhanging portion of 
said pressure shoe, said roller having peripheral 
grooves between the serrations thereof, and 
stripping means to strip from the roller, a skin 
removed from the object between the serrations 
of the roller and said shoe, said stripping means 
having one end removably and swingably secured 
on the frame and the other end received in said 
grooves and partially surrounding said'roller, said 
other end of said stripping means being held in 
position by said roller. 

14. A skinning machine comprising a frame, 
a roller journaled thereon, a shoe pivoted on 
said frame and movable to operative position 
with respect to said roller to form a skin pulling 
means therewith, said shoe partially surround 
ing said roller when in operative position, a table 
mounted on said frame adjacent said roller for 
supporting an object to be skinned, a skinning 
blade mounted on said shoe and movable there 
with, said skinning blade being adapted for part 
ing the skin from the object to be skinned, said 
skinning blade, when the shoe is in its operative 
position, being disposed and having a normal 
operating position above and in proximity to 
said table, means ?xed with respect to said frame 
for limiting the extent of movement of said shoe 
to operative position and for thereby maintain 
ing said skinning blade out of contact with said 
roller and said table, said table being adjustable 
to vary the space between said skinning blade 
when its normal operating position and said table, 
and manual means for moving said shoe into its 
operative position and thereby said skinning blade 
into its normal operating position. 

15. A skinning machine comprising a frame, 
a roller journaled thereon, a shoe pivoted on 
said frame and movable to operative position 
with respect to said roller to form a skin pulling 
means therewith, said shoe partially surround 
ing said roller when in operative position, a table 
mounted on said frame adjacent said roller for 
supporting an object to be skinned, a skinning 
blade mounted on said shoe and movable there 
with, said skinning blade being adapted for part~ 
ing the skin from the object to be skinned, said 
skinning blade, when said shoe is in its operative 
position, being disposed and having normal 
operating position above and in proximity to 
said table, said table being adjustable to vary 
the space between said skinning blade when in its 
normal operating position and said table, manual 
means for moving said shoe into its operative 
position and thereby said skinning blade into‘ 
its normal operating position, means for adjust 
ably limiting the extent of movement of said 
shoe into said operative position, and means for 
absolutely limiting the extent of movement of 
said shoe into said operative position, said ab~ 
solute limiting means maintaining said skinning 
blade out of contact with said roller and said 
table. 

16. In a skinning machine, a frame, a pair 
of swingable members mounted on the frame, a 
toothed roller mounted on the frame generally 
between and substantially parallel to the pivot 
axes of said swingable members, said members 
being swingable toward said roller to operating 
positions and swingable away from said roller, 
the free edges of said swingable members when 
in operating positions being adjacent each other 
and adjacent said roller, one of said members 
having a concave portion which, when the mem 
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8 
her is in its operating position, is in a position in 
working engagement with and partially sur 
rounding said toothed roller to form a skin pulling 
means therewith, the free edges of said members 
cooperating with said skin pulling means to skin 
an object, said members being adapted to swing 
clear of said roller for cleaning purposes. 

1'7. In a skinning machine, a frame, a pair of 
swingable members mounted on horizontal axes 
on the frame and swingable into and out of oper 
ating positions, a toothed roller mounted on a 
horizontal axis on the frame generally between 
and substantially parallel to the axes of said 
swingable members, the free edges of one of said 
swingable members when in operating position 
being adjacent said roller, said one swingable 
member being adapted to support an object to 
be skinned when in operating position, the other 
of said swingable members having a concave por~ 
tion disposed when the member is in its oper 
ating position, adjacent to and partially sur 
rounding said roller on the upper surface thereof 
to form a skin pulling means therewith, the free 
edge of said other swingable member, when in 
operating position, overlying said roller and being 
disposed adjacent to and spaced above the free 
edge of said one swingable member, the free 
edges of said swingable members cooperating 
with said skin pulling means to skin an object, 
and providing a space therebetween for the pass 
age or the skin when skinned from the object, 
said members being adapted to swing clear of 
said roller for cleaning purposes. 

18. in a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed 
rolier journalled thereon, a pressure shoe pivoted 
on the frame movable toward said roller to oper 
ative position and away from said roller, said 
pressure shoe having a concave ‘portion sur 
rounding a substantial portion of said roller 
when said pressure shoe is in operative position, 
said roller and pressure shoe together forming 
a skin pulling means, a skinning blade carried 
by one peripheral margin of said pressure shoe, 
means for urging’ said pressure shoe and said 
roller toward each other and ay?-‘ordirig movement 
of said pressure shoe and roller apart from each 
other to automatically vary the space therebe 
tween to accommodate varying thicknesses of 
skin during the skinning operation means for 
adjustably limiting the extent of movement of 
said pressure shoe toward said roller, and means 
?xed with respect to said roller for absolutely 
limiting the extent of movement of said pressure 
shoe toward said roller. 

19. In a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed 
roller mounted on the frame, a pressure shoe 
having a concave surface following the curvature 
of said roller, means on the frame for movably 
mounting said pressure shoe for movement to 
ward said roller into operative position and away 
from said roller, said pressure shoe being pivot 
aily mounted on an axis parallel with the axis of 
said roller, the axis or said pressure shoe being 
between the peripheral margins of said concave 
surface, said- concave surface being in close 
proximity to said roller and surrounding a sub 
stantial portion thereof when said pressure shoe 
is in operative position, a skinning blade carried 
by said pressure shoe on one peripheral margin 
of said concave surface and facing in the direc 
tion counter to the rotation of said roller, said 
roller and concave surface intercooperating to 
form a skin pulling means and forming the sole 
skin pulling means, said pressure shoe being rock 
able on its axis when in operative position in such, 
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a way that either peripheral margin of said con 
cave surface can recede slightly from said roller 
when the other peripheral margin is closely ad 
jacent the roller, said pressure shoe in all posi 
tions of rocking when in operative position being , 
so positioned that said concave surface through 
out its peripheral extent is in close proximity 
to said roller and. thereby is effective through 
out its peripheral extent in conjunction with said 
roller for gripping and pulling skin, said skinning 
blade being disposed closely adjacent said roller 
when said pressure shoe is in operative position 
and thereby being closely adjacent the region of 
close proximity between said roller and pressure 
shoe, and means operable on actuation thereof 
for yieldingly biasing said pressure shoe into op 
erative position. 

20. In a machine for removing skin from meat 
pieces, a frame, a rotatable roller mounted on the 
frame, a pressure shoe having a concave sur 
face, said concave surface being in close proximity 
to said roller and surrounding a substantial por— 
tion thereof when said pressure shoe is in op 
erative position, said pressure shoe having av re 
duced leading edge on said concave surface ea: 
tending in the direction counter to the rotation 
of said roller for severing the skin from the re 
maining body portion of the meat piece, said re 
duced leading edge being disposed closely adja 
cent said roller, when said pressure shoe is in 
operative position, and thereby being closely ad 
iacent the region of close proximity between said 
roller and pressure shoe, said roller having a skin 
gripping surface thereon cooperating with said 
concave surface to form the sole skin pulling 
means, said pressure shoe, when in operative 
position, being so positioned that said concave 
surface is in such close proximity to said roller 
as to be thereby effective in conjunction with said 
roller for ?rmly gripping and positively pulling 
and feeding the skin for e?ecting severance of 
the skin from the meat piece and permitting the 
remaining body portion of said meat piece to 
move freely for accommodating the skinning 
action. 

21. A machine for removing skin from an ob 
iect comprising a frame, a driven rotatable roller 
journalled in said frame, a pressure shoe mounted 
on said frame, said pressure shoe having a re 
duced leading edge adjacent the roller for part 
ing the skin from said object, said pressure shoe 
having a concave portion surrounding a substan 
tial portion of said roller and closely spaced 
therefrom when said pressure shoe is in the posi 
tion it assumes during the skinning operation, 
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said roller having a skin gripping surface thereon 
‘cooperating with said pressure shoe to pull said 
"skin past said leading edge, and means for urging 
‘said pressure shoe and said roller toward each 
other and a?ording movement of said pressure 
shoe and roller apart from each other to auto 
,matically vary the space 'therebetween to accom 
‘inodate varying thicknesses of skin during the 
removal of the skin from said object. 

22. A machine for removing skin from an ob 
iect comprising a frame, a driven rotatable roller 
iournalled in said frame, a pressure shoe mounted 
on said frame, said pressure shoe having a re 
duced leading edge adjacent the roller for part 
ing the skin from said object, said pressure shoe 
having a concave portion surrounding a substan 

; tial portion of said roller and closely spaced there 
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from when said pressure shoe is in the position 
it assumes during the skinning operation, said 
roller having a skin gripping surface thereon co 
operating with said pressure shoe to pull said 
skin past said leading edge, and means for urg 
ing said pressure shoe toward said roller and 
affording movement of said pressure shoe away 

' from said roller to automatically vary the space 
therebetween to accommodate varying thick 
nesses of skin during the removal of the skin from 
said object. 

RAY T. TOWNSEND. 
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