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It is the object of my invention to pro 
vide a edemountable picture-frame of sturdy, 
simple, and inexpensive construction, that 
will permit theready insertion and removal 
of pictures, and that will provide a firm at 
tachment for the backing (usually card 
board) which lies behind the picture proper 
and reinforces the frame. 
‘In carrying out my invention, I provide 

a frame which is open along one edge, de 
sirably along the bottom, and which in a rec 
tanvular frame has three other edges, de 
sirazbly formed by two upright sides and a 
top; and removably, mount the open edge 
of this frame by frictionally inserting the 
ends in a groove in a frame forming mem 
ber whichthus closes such open edge and 
which desirably also serves as a base to sup 
port the frame and picture. The inner edges 
of the sides and top of the frame proper are 
grooved to receive the cardboard backing, 
the picture, and the glass behind which the 
picture lies. The groove in the base is de 
sirably slightly canted, so that at the back 
it is deeper than at the front; which .per- . 
mits the frame proper to slant slightly back 
ward at the top, as is desirable in a stand 
ing picture-frame. Such canting, however, 
is insu?icient to cause the projected center 
of gravity to fall outside of the base. 

Heretofore, there has been di?iculty in 
picture frames of this general type in that 
the carboard backing came loose very easi 
ly. This permitted relative movement be 
tween the sides and the top of the frame, be 
cause of the removal of the stiffening effect 
of the cardboard backing, and often resulted 
in the collapse of the frame. ' 
To obviate this, I provide a -more firm 

support for the cardboard backing. I de— 
sirably do this by two features in combina 
tion; although either may be used separ 
ately. These two features are: ' ~ 

1. The inward extension of the rear lip, 
against which the back of the-cardboard 
backing lies, toward the center of'the frame 
slightly beyond the lip at the front of the 
frame, to provide extra surface against 
which the back of the cardboard may be 
glued. ' 

2. The provision of a sub-groove which 
receives the edge of only the cardboard back. 
ing, and thus. supports the cardboard back 
ing in front as well as behind. ' 

Either or both of'these features maybe 
used; and in the preferred form of my in-' 
vention both are used,-particularly for rela 
tively small . size stock. 
When larger stock is employed these fea 

tures may be employed but such stock, as 
well :as smaller stock, must provide aback 
face to the groove which is adequate for 
backing anchorage. -. ' ' I 

The accompanying drawing illustrates my 
invention: Fig. 1 is a perspective, View of 
one form of. picture frame constructed in ac 
cordance with my’ invention; Figs. 2, 3, 4, 
and 5 are fragmental cross-sectional details 
through the left upright, to show various 
modi?cations which my invention contem 
plates, Fig. 2 showing the preferred struc 
ture; and Fig. 6 is a fragmental perspective 
View, showing how the picture and glass are 
put into'and taken out of place in the frame. 
In the illustrative construction shown, the 

frame proper is rectangular, consisting of > 
I two side members 10 and 11 and a top member 
12, so that these three members 10, 11, and 
12 form approximately. an inverted U. The 
lower end of this structure is not! perma 
nently closed; but is temporarily and prefer 
ably frictionally closed by a base member 13, 
which serves as a part of the frame and also 
serves as a support for the device as a whole. 
The base member 13 has a length at least 
equal .to the width of the picture-frame; and 
a width, from front to back, su?icient to give 
stable support to the approximately upright 
frame. The base 13 for production purposes 
has a single groove 1% extendingalong it, 

_ and this groove 14} has its sides substantially 
perpendicular to its bottom although slight 
ly canted so that the frame and picture 
slant slightly backward toward the top. 
The groove M is desirably of such width be 
tween its' side walls that it provides a fric-' 
,tional grip on the lower ends of the. side 
members 10 and 11 of the frame, to permit 
such side members to be inserted into and 
taken out of the groove fairly easily but yet 
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to grip such side members sui?ciently ?rmly 
so that they'will not‘readily fall out. 
The inner edges of the side members 10 

and 11 and of the top 12 are grooved to re 
ceive the edges of apicture 15; the edges "of 
a backing 16, which is usually of cardboard; 
and the edges of a glass 17, which lies inv 
front of the picture 15 inthe usual way with 
picture frames. The picture 15, and desir 
ably the glass 17 , may be slid into and out 
of the open or lower end of ‘the framevl0—l 
11—12, after ?rst separating such frame 

I from the'base 13; but are retained in the 

.151 
frame by the base'13' when the base and 
frame proper are associated as shown in 
Fig.1. m I, . I . 

The backing 16, however,is glued'or other 
wise held in place adjacentthe back .face of 

. V - each groove in and with relation to" the side 
20 members 10 and ,11 and the’ top 12,~and the 

picturelfi and glass 17 are slidable into and 
out of'pla‘ce between such backingilyfi‘andla 
front lip 20 which is ‘provided on" the side. 
members 10 and ll’and desirably on the top 
member 12 to lie in front of the glass 17 at 
the side and top edges thereof. The lip 20 

.- is spaced forward a-su?‘icient distance‘ from 
the front face of the backing 16 to permit 
this sliding of the picture and glass. 4 " 
To hold‘ theibacking 16 ?rmly in; place- 

’ forthis backing has the importantfunction 
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ofvreinfcrcing the 1 frame 10.—11——12 as well 
as the function of providing a backing for 
the picture 15-I use for relatively: small 
stock either or both ‘of the‘two‘ expedients 
already referred to; and desirably use both 
of them, as shown injFig. 2. That is, vI either 
provide a rear lip 21 which lies behind the 
backing 16'and projects farther inward to 
ward the center of the picture than does the 
front lip 20, as is shown in Figsj2, 5, and 6, 
to furnish extra surface againstwhich the 
rear face of the backing‘ 16 near its edge may 
be glued; or I provide a sub-groove 22 into 
which the edge of "the backing 16 projects 
and which thus provides abutments against 
which the front face as well as the rear face 
of the backing may lie at its edges, as is 
shown in Figs. 2, 3, 4 and 6, such sub-groove 
22‘ being deeper or extending farther to 
ward the outer edges‘of the frame, permit 
ting the backing 16 likewise so to’extend, 
than do the edges of the picture 15 and glass 
17 or both. " 

In the preferred form of my invention, as 
shown in Figs. 2 and 6, I use both the ex 
tended rear ‘lip 21 and the sub-groove 22, al 
though my invention contemplates embodi 
ments which have only one of these features, 
as shown in Fig. 5 and in Figs. Sand 4, as 

> either one alone is of advantage. When the 

"as 

‘ sub—groove 22 is used, the edges of the back- , 
'ing 16 at'both theffront‘and back surfaces 
near ‘the edge are. glued in place; and this 
forms a very ?rm‘supp'ort for'the backing, 

‘17,951 

because of the abutlnents which lie both di 
rectly behind and directly in front of it and 
thus resist pushing of the backing away from 
either of said abutments and the rupture of 
the glued joint. 1 In all forms of the inven 
tion the area of the back face of the groove 
‘must be su?icient to provide adequate an 
chorage and generally such anchorage is suf 
?cientif the groove extends to a depth of at 
least one-half the greatest corresponding d1 
.IDGIISlOIL ‘ . > 

The extended lip 21 or thesub-groove 22, 
"or both, are desirably provided on'the top 
member 12 as well as on both side members 
10 and 11 of the frame; although they are not‘ 

., so essential on the top member '12 as on the 
side members 10 and 11, because any tend 
ency to rupture the joints between the back‘ 
ing and the wooden members of the frame 
usually starts at the free'or lower edge of 
the frame. ' ' ' ' 
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While I have shown my invention with the ' ' 
member 13 serving as a supporting baseas 
well as a closure for an open edge of the 
frame proper, because that is probably the 
most desirable construction, my invention is 
not limited to that feature savewhere espe 
cially stated in the claims. ' ‘Y 

I claim as my invention: > i 

1. A frame for pictures, comprising two 
opposed frame members each having an in 
wardly projecting front lip behind which the 
edges ofthe glass, the picture, and the back 
ing lie, and each also having an inwardly pro 
jecting’back lip against which'the rearface 
of the backing-near‘ its" edges lies, said’back 
lip extending farther inwardly than‘ does the 
front lip; in combination with a backing 
which is fastened at its edges against such 
back lip to serve as a. reinforcement between 
said two framevmembers and a closure ment 
her having a-g'ro'ove in which. the ends of said 

'opposed frame members are detachably 
‘mounted. " 

. 2. A frame for pictures, comprising two 
‘opposed frame members each having an in 
wardly projecting front lip behind which the 
edges of the glass,‘the picture, and the back 
.ing lie, and ‘each also having an inwardly 
opening sub-groove into which the edge of 
the backing projects'so that abutments are 
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provided vfor both the frontand rear faces - 
of the backing near its edges; in combination 
with a backing which is fastened at its edges 
in said sub-grooves, to serve as a reinforce— ‘ 
ment between said two frame members anda 
closure member having a groove in which the 
ends of said opposed frame members are de 
tachably mounted. ‘ 
3.'A frame for victures com Jrisinrrtwo - 

7 b 

‘opposed frame members each having‘ anin- ' 
wardly projecting front lip behind which ' 
the edges of the-glass, the‘picture, and the, 

' backing lie,-and each also having an inwardly 
projecting back lip against which the rear 130 
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face of the backing near its edges lies, said 
back lip extending farther inwardly than 
does the front lip, each of said frame mem 
bers also having an inwardly-opening sub 
groove into which the edge of the backing 
projects so that abutments are provided for 
both the front and rear faces of the backing 
near its edges; in combination with a back 
ing which is fastened at its edges against su n 
back lip and in such sub-groove to serve as 
a reinforcement between said two frame 
members and a closure member having a 
groove in which the ends of said opposed 
frame members are detachably mounted. 

4i. A frame for pictures, comprising two 
side frame members, and a top frame mem 
ber interconnecting the two- side frame meni 
bers, each of said three frame members hav 
ing an inwardly projecting front lip be 
hind which the edges of the glass, the picture, 
and the backing lie, and each also ha *ing 
an inwardly projecting back lip against 
which‘ the rear face of the backing near its 
edges lies, said back lip extending farther 
inwardly than does the front lip; in combi 
nation with a backing which is fastened at 
its edges against such back lips, and com 
bined supporting base and closure member 
having in its top face a groove in which the 
lower ends of the two side frame members 
are detachably mounted. 

5. A frame for pictures, comprising two 
side frame members and a top frame member 
interconnecting the two side frame members, 
each of said three frame members having an 
inwardly projecting front lip behind wh 
the edges of the glass, the picture, and tho 
backing lie, and each also having an in 
wardly-opening sub-groove into which the 
edge of the backing projects so that abut 
ments are provided for both the front and 
rear faces of the backing near its edges 3' in 

combination with a backing which is tened at its edges in said sub-grooves, and a 

combined supporting base and closure mem 
ber having in its top face a groove in which 
the lower ends of the two side frame mem 
bers are detachably mounted. 

6. A frame for pictures, comprising two 
side frame members and a top frame member 
interconnecting the two side frame mem 
bers, each of said three frame members hav— 
ing an inwardly projecting front lip behind 
which the edges of the glass, the picture, and 
the backing lie, and each also having an in 
wardly projecting back lip against which the 
rear face of the backing near its edges lies, 
said back lip extending farther inwardly than 
does the front lip, each of said frame mem 
bers also having an inwardly-openiug sub~ 
groove into which the edge of the backing 
projects so that abutments are provided for 
both the front and rear faces of the backing 
near its edges; in combination with a. backing 
which is fastened at its edges against such 

back lip and in such sub-groove, and a com 
bined supporting base and closure member 
having in its top face a groove in which the 
lower ends of two side frame members are 
detachably mounted. - 

7. A frame for pictures comprising two op 
posed frame members, each having, an in 
wardly projecting front lip, back of which 
the edges of the picture and the backing may 
lie and each having an inwardlyv projecting 
back lip against and in front of which the‘ 
rear face of the. backing near its edges lies, 
thev amount of lap between the back lip and 
the backing being sufficient to provide an 
anchorage for the backing to which‘it'is ad~ 
hesively secured to prevent buckling or sepa 
ration from the frame members and to serve 
as a reinforcement between said framemem 
bers, and'a frame completing closure mem 
ber having a groove in which the ends of said 
opposed frame members are detachably 
mounted. , , ', 

8. A frame for pictures comprising two 
opposed frame members, each having an in 
wardly projecting front lip, back of which 
the edges of the picture and the backing 
may lie and each having an inwardly pro 
jecting back lip against and in front‘ of which 
the rear face of the backing near ‘its edges 
lies, the amount oflap between the back lip 
and the backing being sufficient to provide 
an anchorage for the backing to which it" is 
adhesively secured to prevent buckling or 
separation from the framemembers7 and to 
serve as a reinforcement between said frame 
.members, and a frame completing closure 
member'having a groove extending longitu 
dinally across the upper face thereof and of 
a length equal to the width of the spacing 
between the opposed frame members and said 
members and frictionally receivingthe ends 
of said frame members for detachable mount~ 
ing therebetween. , 

9. A frame for pictures comprising two 
opposed frame members, each having an in 
wardly projecting front lip, back of which 
the edges of the» picture and thebacking may 
lie and each ha ring an inwardly projecting 
back lip against and in front of which the 
rear face of the backing near its edges lies, 
the amount of lap betweenithe back lip and 
the backing being sufficient to provide an 
anchorage for the backingto which it is ad 
hesively secured to prevent buckling" or sep 
aration from the frame members, and to 
serve as a reinforcement between said frame 
members, and a combined supporting base 
and frame completing closure member hav~ 
ing in its top face a longitudinal groove 
near the forward edge thereof, .in which the 
lower ends of the two frame members are 
detachably mounted, the projected center of 
gravity of the frame when associated with 
the closure and frame forming member fall 
ing within the outline of the base. 
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10. A picture comstruction including a 
picture frame having a central opening and 
de?ned by a bottom open end and, a, periph 
eral frame other than at the end, a combina 
tion peripheral frame and base member 1011‘ 
gitudinally grooved near its forward portion 
and arranged to receive the open side of the 
frame structure for closing the same and 
completing the picture frame and simultane 

lo ously retaining the picture, a transparent 
closure, and a backing within the open sided 
frame and in completely enclosed relationv 
when supportedin inclined relation. 

11. A frame for pictures, comprising two 
15 opposed members, each having an inwardly 

directed groove therein, the rear face of each 
groove being of a Width at least equal to half 
ofthe overall width of the greatest corres 
sponding dimension, whereby su?icient an 

20 choring area is provided, a backing adhesive 
ly secured at its edges to said anchorage area, 
a glass loosely mounted in the groove, the 
width of said grooves being sufficient for 

I the detachable‘ reception of‘ a picture he 
25gtween' backing and the glass, and a. ‘frame 

' completing closure member havinga groove 
in which the ends of said opposed frame 
members are detachably mounted, said back 
ing serving as a reinforcement between two 

30 ?rst mentioned frame members. 
12. ‘A frame for pictures comprising two 

opposed frame members, each having an in 
wardly projecting front lip, back of which 
the edges of the picture and the backing may 

' 35 lie and each having aniinwardly' projecting 
back lip against and in front of which the 
rear face of the backing near its edges lies, 
the amount of lap between the back lip and 
the backing being sufficient to provide an an 

40 chorage for the strip to which it‘ is adhesive 
ly secured to ‘prevent buckling orv separa 
tion from the frame members, and to serve as 
a reinforcement between said frame members, 
and a combined supporting base and frame 

45 completing closure member having in its 
vtop face a longitudinal groove near the for 
ward edge thereof, in which the lower ends 
of the two frame ‘members are detachably 
mounted, the projected center of gravity 

50 of the frame when associated with the clo 
’ sure and frame forming member falling 
within the outline of the base, the closure 
member groove being inclined forwardly for 
pitching the frame rearwardly and upward 

55 1y, "whereby the projectedcenter of gravity 
is behind the forward edge of the base and 
said base extends an appreciable distance 
rearwardly of the bottom ends of the frame 
members providing ?rm foundation for a 

60 standing frame. ‘ 

In witness whereof, I-have hereunto a?ixed 
my signature. 

" " CARL F.'BRECHT. 


