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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN C. OLIVA, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Marengo, in the county of Iowa and State 
of Iowa, have invented a certain new and 
useful Shoe-Scraping Device, of which the 
following is a speci?cation. 

rl‘he object of my invention is to provide a 
shoe scraping device of simple, durable and 
inexpensive construction that may be formed 
complete of a single piece of material and 
that may readily and easily be driven into 
the ground and that is provided with means 
for limiting the downward movement of the 
scraper into the ground and that is also 
strongly and ?rmly braced and reinforced. 
A further object is to provide a device of 

this kind that may be formed complete of a 
single piece of sheet metal in such a manner 
that the metal will have a double thickness 
throughout the entire device and also in 
such a manner that it ‘is strengthened and 
reinforced at the various points where the 
greatest strain or weight occurs. 
My invention consists in certain details 

in the construction of the shoe scraper 
whereby the objects contemplated are at 
tained, as hereinafter more fully set forth, 
pointed out in my claims and illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 shows a front elevation of a de 

vice embodying my invention made of cast 
metal. Fig. 2 shows a side elevation of 
same. Fig. 3 shows a view similar to Fig. 1 
illustrating a device embodying my inven 
tion made of a single piece of sheet metal. 
Fig. 4 shows a side elevation of same, and 
Fig. 5 shows a plan View of a blank piece of 
sheet metal cut out as required to form my 
improved shoe scraper. The dotted lines in 
said ?gure show the lines along which the 
sheet metal is folded. 
Referring to the accompanying drawings, 

the head of the device is indicated by the 
numeral 10. Its top central portion is pref 
erably ?at at 11 to form a scraper for the 
sole of a shoe. At the sides of the part 11 
are the upwardly extended lugs 12 which 
preferably extend inwardly at their upper 
ends toward the center of the part 11 for the 
purpose of scraping a shoe above the sole. 
At the bottom of the head 10 is a flange 13 
arranged in a substantially horizontal po 
sition and below the flange 13 is the body 
portion 14 which is preferably tapered to a 
point at its lower end. On one side of the 

body portion lét is a reinforcing rib 15 also 
tapered to a point at its lower end, the 
upper end of said rib being formed integral 
with the flange 13. 
In the form of the invention shown in 

Figs. 1 and 2, there is also a rib 16 extend 
ing through the ?ange 13 to the central por 
tion of the part 10 to strengthen and rein 
force the rib and the part 10. 
In the form of my invention which is 

made complete of a single piece of sheet 
metal the blank for forming the shoe scraper 
is cut out in the manner shown in Fig. 5. 
In this form of my invention the part above 
ground comprises a body portion 17 pro 
vided with an opening 18 so arranged that 
when folded along the dotted lines 19, there 
will be a double thickness of the parts cor 
responding to the part 10 as shown in Fig. 
1. Furthermore at one end of the part 17 
is an extension 20 having a slot 21 and two 
side flaps 22, and in the opening 1.’? is a side 
reinforcing ?ap 28 for purposes hereinafter 
made clear. The part of the device to be 
inserted below the ground comprises a body 
portion 2-1 tapered to a point at its lower 
end. In folding the part- 24, I ?rst bend the 
sides thereof along the lines 25 to form a 
double thickness of material and I then bend 
it along- the lines 26 so that the remaining 
parts outside of said lines 26 constitute ribs 
or flanges 27. At the upper ends of the ribs 
or flanges 27 are the lugs 28 which are so 
arranged as to fold along the lines 29 up 
wardly and toward the body portion of the 
device above ground and said parts 28 con 
stitute the flanges for limiting the down 
ward movement of the device into the 
ground. After the parts that go below the 
ground have been folded then the head of the 
device is doubled along the line 19 and the 
slot 20 will receive the upper end of the re 
inforcing ribs 27 to hold them together and 
then the flanges 22 are folded over back of 
the scraper to ?rmly hold the parts together. 
Then the part 23 is folded over the ?at sur 
face which constitutes the portion of the foot 
scraper that receives the sole of the shoe to 
thereby strengthen and reinforce the device 
at this point where the greatest wear takes 
place. It also prevents the two parts of the 
head from spreading away from each other 
so that on account of the peculiar construc 
tion and arrangement of the sheet metal por 
tions, the entire device may be made of a 
single piece of sheet metal and there is not 
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only a double thickness throughout the en 
tire device but in addition to this the parts 
are all strengthened and reinforced where 
it is necessary to hold them together to 
make a ?rm, strong and durable device out 
of a single piece of comparatively thin sheet 
metal. . 

In the form of theinvention shown in 
Fig. 3, I have provided at the top of the 
scraper the outward projecting lugs 30 
which may be usedin scraping mud from 
a shoe and I have also rounded the body 
‘portion of the scraper at 31 for convenience 
in scraping shoes. 

It is obvious that with either form of my 
improved scraper the device may be readily 
and easily driven into the ground and its 
downward movement into the ground would 
be limited by the ?ange. It will be ?rmly 
and securely held in its position in the 
ground on account of the shape of the party 
below ground and the part above ground is 
especially adapted for use in cleaning shoes 
in a thorough and complete manner. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. An improved shoe scraper, comprising 

a head having a substantially flat top and 
lugs projecting upwardly at the sides and the 
top to engage a shoe above the sole, a body 
portion tapered at its lower end and designed 
to be inserted in the ground, a reinforcing 
rib on said body portion and a ?ange be 
tween the head and the body portion formed 
integral with said reinforcing rib, said 

988,207 

?ange being designed to limit the downward 
movement of the device in the ground. 

2. In a device of the class described, a 
single piece of sheet metal comprising a 
body portion tapered to a point at its lower 
end and having its sides doubled over adja 
cent to each other at the longitudinal center 
of the device and having its side edge por 
tion projected away from the body portion 
and parallel with each other, lugs at the up 
per ends of said side edges extended toward 
the body portion of the device and outwardly 
away from each other to form a ?ange to 
limit- the downward movement of the device 
into the ground, the head of the scraper be 
ing doubled along a horizontal line and 
folded over, said folded over part being pro~ 
vided with an extension having a slot therein 
to receive the projecting edges of the lower 
portion of the device and also having lugs 
at its sides folded over the back of the body 
portion of the device to ?rmly unite said 
parts, said folded over portion of the top 
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of the device being also provided with a ' 
flange folded over the top edge of both por_ 
tions of the upper part of the device to form 
a rounded straight edge for scraping pur 
poses and to strengthen and reinforce the 
scraper at the top. ' 
Des Moines, Iowa, Feb. 18, 1910. 

JOHN C. OLIVA. 
\Vitnesses : 

. J. C. ENGELBERT, 
MAUDE IVIOBRIDE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D. C.” 


