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T o all whom it may concern.' 
Be it known that I, WASHINGTON J. 

ENGLE, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Bloomingdale, in the county of 
Parke, State of Indiana, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Bits; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
The invention relates to bridle bits and 

more particularly to the class of emergency 
bridle bits for use with animals either for 
riding or driving purposes. 
The primary object of the invention is the 

provision of a bridle bit in which the jaw of 
the animal may be sufficiently punished in 
event of an attempt by the said animal to 
run away so that at all times the animal is 
under perfect control of a teamster. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a bridle bit of this character which 
is inactive under normal conditions when 
used while driving or riding an animal but 
otherwise will be brought into action to 
punish the jaw of the animal in event of an 
attempt at viciousness or refractory per 
formance by the animal. 
A further object of the invention is the 

provision of a bridle bit which is simple in 
construction, thoroughly reliable and etli 
cient in its operation, one that is under p‘er 
fect control of a teamster, and may be manu 
factured at a minimum expense. 
In the drawings, accompanying and form 

ing part of this specification is illustrated 
the preferred form of embodiment of the 
invention, which to enable those skilled in 
the art to practice the invention, will be set 
forth at length in the following description, 
while the novelty of the invention will be 
brought out in the claim hereunto appended. 
In the drawings :_Figure 1 is a top plan 

view of a bridle bit constructed in accord 
ance with the invention. Fig. 2 is an end 
elevation thereof. Fig. 3 is a sectional view 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a fur 
ther top plan view with the movable clamp 
ing elements in shifted position. Fig. 5 is 
a front elevation. 

Similar reference characters indicate cor 
responding parts throughout the several 
views in the drawings. 
In the drawings the numeral 8, designates 

a hollow tubular mouth piece which is pref~ 
erably a straight metallic bar having open 
opposite extremities and to these extrem 
ities are ñxed cheek sections or pieces 9, the 
same being preferably circular in form with 
centrally located struts 10, rigidly secured 
to the said bar and to these cheek sections 
or pieces are connected the supporting 
straps of a head stall of an ordinary bridle. 

Projecting outwardly from the outer 
faces of the struts 10, to one side of the 
axis of the mouth piece 8, are spaced alining 
ears 11, between which are mounted by 
means of pivots 12, swinging jaw` engaging 
or clamping levers 13, the same being of 
curved formation to provide inwardly con 
verging inner gripping terminals 14, which 
latter project through suitable elongated 
openings contained in the struts 10 to nor 
mally lie inside of the cheek sections or 
pieces 9, and also to enable the said termi 
nals 14, to be moved toward each other for 
engaging and clamping the lower jaw of 
an animal when emergency requires the in 
flicting of punishment to the animal. 
Within the hollow mouth piece 8, is ar 

ranged a coiled retraotile device 15, the op 
posite eye extremities 16 of which are con 
nected to hook members 17, secured to the 
levers 13, at their inner faces and this de 
vice 15, normally holds the gripping ter 
minals 14, in contact with the inner sur 
faces of the cheek sections or pieces 9, thus 
maintaining the clamping levers inactive 
and out of clamping engagement with the 
lower jaw of an animal. 
Formed integral with the levers 13, at 

their outer free ends are right angularly 
disposed loops 18, to which are adjustably 
connected pull straps 19, the same loosely 
passing through fixed loops or guide eyes 
20, on the cheek sections or pieces v9, and 
these pull straps carry rein rings 21, to 
which are adapted to be connected the usual 
driving reins (not shown). , 
From the foregoin description, the con 

struction and operation of the bridle bit 
will be clear taken in connection with the 
drawings without the necessity of a more 
extended explanation and therefore the 
same has been omitted. 
What is claimed is g 
A bit comprising a hollow tubular mouth 

piece, cheek sections rigidly ñxed to oppo 
site ends of said mouth piece gripping le 
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vers pivotéd at the outer Sides of the cheek 
sections and being normally sulostantiall-_y7 
parallel with the latter, vulde loops rigid 
with said Cheek seeßiò?s‘, @sible p11-11mm 
bers connected to the levers and working 
through the' loops to move the free ends of 
said levers inwardly beyond the l 
the sections, and a spring located within 
the tubular mouth piece and having oon 

aneI of l 

neet-ion with the levers to normally hold the 10 
same in substantial parallelism with the 
cheek sections. 
In testimony whereof, I añix my signa 

ture, in presence of two witnesses. 
WASHINGTON J. ENGLE. 

Witnesses: 
JosÉrH L. SWAIM, 
WILLIAM N. Cox. 


