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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that, I, FRANCES MsHEN 

NING, a citizen of the ‘United States, resid- 
ing at Doxey, in the county of Roger Mills, 1 
State of Oklahoma, have invented certain ' 
new and useful Improvements in Capping 
Devices‘ for Oil-Wells; and I=do hereby de-' 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the‘invention, such as 
will’ enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. - 
In the oil ?elds, whenever a “ gusher” is 

“ struck-V” ‘during the process of drilling, 
it is customary to cap the well tubing with 
a screw cap or plug so as to prevent wasting 
of the oil or the escape of obnoxious gases. 
It is customary .to employ caps or plugs 
which ‘are entirely separate from ‘the well 
tubing but such devices are undesirable i_n~ 
asmuch as time-must be spent, very fre-' 
quently ‘in ?nding them, and it is further 
more quite risky and dangerous for one to 
‘attempt a “ gusher ” owing to the force with 
which the oil gushes from the tubing and 
the deadly character of. the gases accom 
panying the oil. In order~to expedite the 
working of oil wells by obviatingthese un-‘I 
desirable conditions, I have provided a 
novel form of capping device which is per 
manently connected to a casing surround 
ing the tubing vor rather the oil discharge 
opening and which may be thrown into posi 
tion to cap’ the “ gusher,” by a single work 
man, he being protected, owing to the pe 
culiar construction of the device, from the 
oil-and the gases. ' ' ‘ 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure, 1 ' 
is a view in elevation of the device as asso 

ciatcd with an oil well, the cap being back, Fig. 2 is a similar view but'shnwing. 
the cap thrown into position ,tol-cl'os'e the" 
well, ‘Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view 
through the device, the cap beingin closed ' 
position, Fig. 4 is a sideelevation of the de 
vice, and, Fig. 5 is a top plairview'.v 
In the drawings, there is shown a length 

of.oil well tubing 7 and avcasing 8 which 
is sunk into the ground, surrounds or in 
closes the well’ tubing, and is cylindrical. 
This casing is anchored, by'means of guide. 
rods 9 WlllCh are connected at their upper 
ends to hook shaped lugs' 10 fonned upon 
the casing and are anchored in/the ground 
at their lower ends. These guide rods, in 
addition to holding thecasing against up 

ward ‘withdrawal from the ground, hold it 
‘in upright. position. An oil conducting pipe 
11 leads laterally from the casing 8 adjacent 
the upper end thereof and in this pipe there 
isinterposed a cut-off valve 12. - 

‘The casing 8 is formed upon its outer side 
adjacent its upper end, and at diametrically 
opposite points, with trunnions 13 to which. 
‘are pivoted the lower ends of links or arms 
14. -At their vupper ‘ends, the arms are 
formed with'slots 15' in which work rectan- ' 
gular lugs 16 which are formed at diamet 
rically opposite points upon the outer pe 
riphery of a collar 17 which is of slightly 
greater diameter than the casing 8 and which 
is formed concentrically with an opening 18 ' 
of a diameter equal to that. of the internal 
diameter of the said casing. The wall of 
this openin or [in other words the inner 
periphery o the collar is formed with screw 
threads .19. and thecasing 8 is formed at its 
upperend also with. screw threads which 
are indicatedby the numeral 20 and corre 
spond in pitch and direction to the threads 
19. It is to be understood that while the 
collar 17 .is normally dropped to the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, it may 
be swung upwardly from this position to 
that illustrated in Fig. 2, the inner periph~ 
cry of the collar registering at such time 
with the bore of the casing 8. A threaded 
plug 21 is threaded'into the collar and in 
fact is at all times associated therewith'and 
when the collar has been swung to the posi 
tion shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the plug is 
turned by engaging a wrench with a squared 
head 22 formed upon the upper face of the 
plug, so as to close the upper open end of 
the casing 8. 
From the foregoin it will be seen that I 

have provided‘, in e ect, a plug, which is 
supported or‘ carried by a support which 
may be swung to bring the plug directly 
abouethe open upper end of the casing, the 
plugbeing adapted to be screwed into the 
‘casing to prevent overflow of oil therefrom. 

Inorder that the operator of the device 
maybe protected against squirting of oil 
and ‘against the out?ow of gases directly to 
ward him' while capping the casing, the col 
lar is formed‘ .with a depending semi-cir 
cular ?an’ 'e 23 which forms in effect a hood 
or apron or the purpose stated. 
What is claimed, is : 
-1. The combination withrthe outlet tube 
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of an oil well internally threaded at ‘the 
outer end, of arms swinging from the tube, ' 
an internally threaded collar movably cou 
pled to said swinging supports,‘ and a 
threaded plug engaging the threaded collar 
and adapted'to engage the threaded portion 

,/ . - of the tube when rotated. 

10 

2. The combination with the outletlv'tube‘ 
of any ‘oil well internally threaded at the outer 
end, of arms‘ swingin from the’tube and 

‘ provided with oppositely" disposed guide 

.lugs 
' threaded plug engaging the'threaded collar 
.. and adapted to engage the threaded portion 

slots, an internally threadedcollar having 
engaging in said guide slots, and a 

of'the tube when rotated. * _ I I - 

3. The‘ combination with the outlet‘tube 
of an oil well, of‘a'rms ivoted to the tube, 
a collar loosely céi‘rriedli 
plug threaded through the collar and adapt 
ed for threaded reception in the end of the 

- tube, the arms being movable'to bring the 
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_ plug into insertible position with respect to 
the tube._ _ i . . 

4. The combination with the outlet tube 
of an oil .well,lof arms pivoted to the tube, 
a collar supported between the outer ends 
of the arms, and a threaded plug threaded. 

y ‘the arms, and a 

\ Witnesses :4 I 

941,452 

through the collar and adapted for'threaded 
reception in the end of the tube. ‘ - 

5. The combination with the outlet tube 
of an pil well internally threaded at the outer 
end, of arms swinging from the tube, a 
threaded plu engaging the‘ threaded por 
tion of the tu e, a threaded collar engaging 
the threaded plug and provided with a de 
pending ?ange engaging over the tube, and 
means for shdably- coupling said collar to_ 
said swinging arms. . 

6. Thecombination with the outlet tube 
of an oil well internally threaded at the outer 
end, of arms swingin from the tube and 
provided with oppositely disposed‘ guide 
slots, a threaded plug engagin the threaded 
portion of the vtube, a threa ed collar en 
gaging the threaded plug and provided with 
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projectionsislidably engaging ,in said slots, ' 
and a ?ange depending from the collar and 
bearing over the tube. > ' 

In testimony whereof, I ai?x- my signa 
ture, in presence of two witnesses. ‘ 

FRANCES M. HENNING. 

E. P. GUNN~,“= 
J. G. PEEL. ‘ 
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