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T0 aZZ whom it may concern: ” 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM H. DOUGH 

nnr‘z, a citizen of the United ‘States, resid 
ing in the borough of Brooklyn of the city 
of New‘ York, in the State of New,York, 
have invented certain‘ new and useful Im 
provements in Packaging Playing-Cards, 
&c., of which the following is a speci?ca-' 
tion, reference being had tothe accompany 
lng drawing, forming a part thereof; , 
Under the provisions of the internal reve 

‘ nue law each package‘ of playing cards, 
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when sold, must hear an unbroken revenue 
stamp which seals the package. ‘If the law 
is strictly enforced it is therefore impossible 
for a prospective purchaser of a pack of 
playing cards to assure himself as to the 
quality of the cards by removing the cards 
from the box or wrapper 'for purposes of 
examination. Moreover, even if the law is 
not strictly obeyed and the prospective pur 
chaser is allowed to make such ‘examination 
of cards offered for'sale as requires a re 
moval of the pack from the box or wrapper, 
the subsequent prospective purchaser is often 
deterred from »the purchase of a pack of 
cards on which the revenue stamp has'been 
broken by the knowledge thus obtained that 
the quality of the cards was not satisfactory 
to some previous examiner or by the belief 
that an attempt is being made by the seller 
to work off a pack of cards which has been 
used. It is, therefore, desirable to enable a 
prospective purchaser to assure himself as 
to the quality of a pack of cards without re 
quiring the revenue stamp to be broken. 
An attempt has been made heretofore to ac 
complish this result by providing in one face 
of the carton, box or wrapper a flap which 
is supposed to sufficiently protectthe adja 
cent card of the pack while the pack is on 
the shelf, but can be lifted to permit the 
purchaser to see the back of the card and 
also to feel the surface of the card. An 
examination as to the quality of playing 
cards by seeing and feeling the surface of a 
card does not, however, give the purchaser 
suflicient assurance as to the quality of 
cards, which assurance can be secured only 
by actually ?ngering a card ‘of the pack. 
This result is accomplished, in accordance 
with the present invention, by forming in 
one face of the carton, box or wrapper, be 
tween the ends or sides of such face, a slit 
which extends entirely across such face, in 
one direction or the other, so as to permit a 

sample card to be inserted part way within 
the carton, box or_ wrapper, its position con 
forming to the position of the pack within 
the wrapper. Such sample card can be 
withdrawn for purposes of close examina 
tion by the purchaser, not only as to ap 
pearance and surface but as to texture, yet 
the pack is undisturbed and the revenue 
stamp remains unbroken. 
The invention will be more fully explained 

hereinafter with reference to the accom 
panying drawing in ‘which it is illustrated 
and in which, ' 
Figure 1 is a view in elevation of a carton, 

box or wrapper for a pack of playing cards 
showing the slit but with the sample re~ 
moved. Fig. 2 is a similar view but showing 
the sample card inserted in the slit. Fig. 3 
is a view in section on the plane indicated 
by the line 3—3 of Fig. 2. 
The carton, box or wrapper may be made 

of cardboard, paper or other suitable mate 
rial and may be made in any suitable man 
ner. It is usually provided at one end with 
an ungummed flap Z2 and is sealed by the ap 
plication of a revenue stamp, applied as in~ 
dicated at 0, across the flap Z2, but any other 
suitable construction may be adopted which 
will permit of the sealing of the package, 
including the cards, in such manner that the 
cards cannot be removed without breaking 
the revenue stamp. In one face, as at OZ, of 
the carton, box or wrapper, is formed a slit 
6, which extends entirely across such face. 
The slit is located at any convenient point 
between the sides or ends,but at a sufficient 
distance from the adjacent side or end to 
prevent the removal through the slit of any 
card of the pack. It is obviously imma 
terial, except as a matter of convenience in 
manufacture and in handling, whether the 
slit be'made to run lengthwise or crosswise 
of the face. The package of cards having 
been made up with its inclosure provided 
with the slit as described and sealed by the 
application of the revenue stamp, as ex 
plained, a sample card f, corresponding in 
color and quality, as well as in size, to the 
cards of the pack, is slipped .into the slit, 
thus leaving a portion of the sample card 
exposed while another portion is covered by 
the face of the carton, box or wrapper. This 
sample card may be withdrawn at any time 
to enable the purchaser to examine its 
quality carefully, as by ?ngering the card 
in the usual manner, and then restored’ to its 
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place, without at any time requiring the 
revenue stamp to be broken. The purchaser 
is thus enabled to assure himself as to the 
quality of the cards while the revenue law 
is strictly complied with and subsequent 
purchasers are assured, by the unbroken 
revenue stamp, that the pack has not been 
used previously nor rejected by some prior 
prospective purchaser. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A package of playing or similar cards 

comprising a plurality of cards; a wrapper 
inclosing said cards and sealed, so that in 
removing the cards from the wrapper in the 
manner contemplated the seal will be broken, 
and provided with a slit extending across 
the surface of said inclosed cards; and a 
sample card held within said slit and ex 
tending to the exterior of the package, the 
character of the slit being such that the 
sample card nay be withdrawn therefrom 
and from the package, while the cards in 
closed by the Wrapper may not be removed 
tl'ierethrough. 

2. A package of playing or similar cards 
comprising a plurality of cards; wrapper’ 
inclosing said cards and sealed, so that in 
removing the cards from the wrapper in the 
manner contemplated the seal will be broken, 
and provided with a slit extending across 
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the surface of said inclosed cards; and a 
sample card held within said slit and ex 
tending to the exterior of the package, the 
slit bei1 of sullieient length to permit the 
withdrawal i'herethrongh of said sample 
card from the package, and the location 
thereof being such that the cards inelosed by 
the w‘apper may not be removed there 
through. ’ 

3. iii package of playing or similar cards 
comprising a plurality ol1 cards; a wrapper 
inclosing said cards and sealed, so ii at in 
removing the cards from the wrapper in 
the manner eontempladd the seal will be 
broken, and provided with a slit ei-itending 
across the surface of said inclosed cards: 
and a sample card held within said slit and 
extending to the exterior ol5 the package, 
said slit extending transversely oi’ the pack 
age and the ends thereof terminating adja 
cent- the sides Oil: the package and o‘[3 the in~ 
closed cards, and the location thereo'l’ being 
medial with respect to the inelosed cards 
This speci?cation signed and witnessed 

this 5th day of October, A, l)., 1903. 
‘VII; HAM H. DOUtllIl?ll’i‘Y. 

Signed in the presence of~ 
llliLLt-nr l5. Gnnnnnr, 
r‘urenosn L. O’tinna. 
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