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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE HAYES, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Mount 
Vernon, in the county of Westchester and 
State‘ of NewYork, have invented a new 
and useful Im rovementin Transom-Fas 
teners, of whic the following is a speci?ca 
tion. > - . 

My invention relates to an im rovement 
in latches for the sashes of win ows, more 
es ecially those known as ?reproof windows, 
w ose sashes are pivoted to the window‘ 
frames and hung off the center, to enable 

and the object is to provide a ready and per 
manent means of their becoming closed and 
securely held close, during the progress of a 
?re, the sash when open is held in that con 
dition - by a chain having at a convenient 
oint, a fusible link or by a combustible cord 

fastened to the handle of the latch and to a 
hook or cleat, at a point attached below the 
sash, and upon the occurrence of a ?re the 
chain or cord is severed by the action of the 
?re, and the sash closes by gravity caused 
by the superinduced weight, imposed by its, 
being hung o? its center and is held closed by 

' the bolt of the latch'which shoots upward 

v30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

. into the keeper. 
This device consists of a boX or casing 

which contains the bolt, operated by a spring, 
and by a sliding device also operated by one 
or more springs, at the bottom of and outside 
of the casing is a handle or ring integral with 
thedslide to which is attached the chain or 
cor . - 

The main object of this invention is to re 
lieve the bolt of the direct weight of the 
chain or‘ cord and the superinduced weight 
of the sash when in an open condition, so 
that the bolt in closing the sash may operate 
more freely and independently of the slide 
and yet be under the in?uence of the slide 
when the sash is closed and it is desired to 
disengage the bolt and permit the sash to be 
opened by pulling on the chain or cord. 

I illustrate my invention in the accom 
panying drawing in which :— 

Figure 1 is a bottom plan with the bottom 
plate removed. ‘Fig. 2 is a section on line 
c—d of Fig. 1, and Fig.~ 3 is a section on line 
a——b of Fig. 1. V ‘ 

Similar letters refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. 

The casing is indicated by A, the ?ange or 
wings by B, by which the casing is attached 
to the sash, the bolt at C, the guide and stop 
at D against which the spiral spring H abuts. 
Said spring lies in‘ a chamber C’ formed in the 
bolt C. 
E is the slide having the handle or ring E’. 
F, indicates the chambers formed by the 

walls of the casing A and the sides of the 
slide E in which chambers two spiral springs 
H’ are 'placed.- ’ . ' 

G are su ports within the casing to which D 
the back p ate I is secured. . 
J is the keeper having a projection ?ange 

or striking plate J’ against which the bolt O 
strikes when the sash is being closed. The 
latch is attached to the sash and the keeper 
is‘ attached ‘to the frame. 
When the window is to be 0 ened or in 

other words, when the bolt is to e retracted 
the handle or ring E is drawn upon and 
through the slide the bolt is retracted. This 
handle E is adapted to receive the chain. 
This chain is drawn upon to operate the bolt 
to release the sash from the window frame 
and to swing the sash on its ivot. The 
weight of these parts however, is taken off 
from the bolt by the springs which act on the 
slide and thus while the bolt is operated by 
certain devices the weight of these devices is 
taken off therefrom when the sash is closing 
and the bolt is entering the keeper so that it 
will be certain to engage the said keeper. 
While I prefer‘ to make my latch as shown 

on the drawing I do not wish to bind myself 
to its identical mechanical construction, as 
the same result may be obtained by the em 
ployment of two instead of ' three springs, 
one to operate the bolt and one to operate 
the slide, but . 
What I claim as new is :— 

_ In a soaslh fastener the combirliation of a cas 
1n , a o t a s ring or a yin ressure 
togthe bolt,,a slidb cobntactinlgpwithgthle bolt, a 
spring for placing the slide under pressure, 
said slide when retracted causing the retrac 
tion of the bolt the said bolt being adapted 
to be retracted independent of the slide and 
means for retracting the slide, substantially 
as described. 

' GEO. HAYES. 
Witnesses: 

‘ DOUGLASS CARNEGIE, 
FRANK VON HALLE. 
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