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DATA SESSION PREFERENCES 

BACKGROUND 

The present invention relates to sending and receiving data 
over a phone network, and more speci?cally, to data sessions 
using mobile communications devices. 

Though the functions of available mobile telephone 
devices continue to advance, there are signi?cant numbers of 
users Who utiliZe mobile telephone devices With limited func 
tions or features. For example, millions of mobile telephone 
device users use simple mobile telephone devices With voice 
and texting/short message service (SMS), but With limited 
alternative communications features. 

Mobile phone services accessible through voice and SMS 
often have parameters controlling their operation. Further, 
users of these services have preferences regarding the setting 
of these parameters. HoWever, preferences may be dif?cult, 
costly, or lengthy for users to specify because of the limited 
input capabilities of simple mobile devices. 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a 
method includes receiving a request from a user device for a 
service, initializing the service, initialiZing a user preference 
based on a parameter associated With the service and a pref 
erence probability value, the preference probability value 
including a probability that a user Would prefer a particular 
value as a preference based on values selected by other users, 
and sending data to the user device according to the user 
preference. 

According to another embodiment of the present invention, 
a system includes a user device, and a processor operative to 
receive a request from the user device for a service, initialiZe 
the service, initialiZe a user preference based on a parameter 
associated With the service and a preference probability 
value, the preference probability value including a probabil 
ity that a user Would prefer a particular value as a preference 
based on values selected by other users, and send data to the 
user device according to the user preference. 

According to yet another embodiment of the prevent inven 
tion, a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium 
including computer executable instructions that, When 
executed on a processor of a computer apparatus, direct the 
processor to perform a method for dynamically adjusting a 
hardWare event counting time-slice WindoW, the method 
including receiving a request from a user device for a service, 
initialiZing the service, initializing a user preference based on 
a parameter associated With the service and a preference 
probability value, the preference probability value including 
a probability that a user Would prefer a particular value as a 
preference based on values selected by other users, and send 
ing data to the user device according to the user preference. 

Additional features and advantages are realiZed through 
the techniques of the present invention. Other embodiments 
and aspects of the invention are described in detail herein and 
are considered a part of the claimed invention. For a better 
understanding of the invention With the advantages and the 
features, refer to the description and to the draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

The subject matter Which is regarded as the invention is 
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at 
the conclusion of the speci?cation. The forgoing and other 
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2 
features, and advantages of the invention are apparent from 
the folloWing detailed description taken in conjunction With 
the accompanying draWings in Which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a system. 
FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate a block diagram of an exem 

plary method. 
FIG. 3 illustrates a user table. 
FIG. 4 illustrates a subscription table. 
FIG. 5 illustrates a service table. 
FIG. 6 illustrates a service parameter table. 
FIG. 7 illustrates a user preference table. 
FIG. 8 illustrates a preference history table. 
FIG. 9 illustrates a preference probability table. 
FIG. 10 illustrates a value table. 
FIG. 11 illustrates message data table. 
FIG. 12 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary 

method for populating the preference probability table. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In many mobile telephone service areas, some users may, 
in addition to utiliZing voice features, use texting or SMS 
features, but may not use other data services due to device or 
netWork limitations, or the cost of Wireless data transmission 
over the netWorks or cost of the capable devices. The illus 
trated embodiments described beloW alloW a user to interact 
With a server in a session to perform a variety of tasks using 
text messaging or voice messaging features. Though the illus 
trated embodiments describe texting or SMS services, one of 
ordinary skill in the art Would understand that any type similar 
messaging service including voice messaging, Which may be 
in some embodiments converted to textual messages or pro 
cessed With voice recognition methods, or e-mail and instant 
messaging, may be used in a similar manner as described 
beloW. 

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a system 
100. The system 100 includes a server or processor 102 that is 
communicatively connected to a memory or database 104, a 
display device 106, and an input device 108. The server 102 is 
communicatively connected to a user device 110 that may 
include, for example, a mobile phone or other type of user 
device via a communications netWork 101. The user device 
110 may include, for example, a keypad, processor, display, 
and a Wireless communications portion. Though the illus 
trated embodiment includes one user device 110, the system 
100 may include any number of user devices 110. The server 
102 is operative to receive messages sent from the user device 
110. For example, the user device may send a message to the 
server 102 by addressing the message to a particular phone 
number. The server 102 receives the message. 

FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate a block diagram of an exem 
plary method. FIGS. 3-11 illustrate tables that may be stored 
in the database 104. The tables Will be described in further 
detail beloW. In this regard, referring to FIG. 2A, in block 202, 
a request is received from the user device 110 for a service. 
The request includes, an identi?er of the sender or user device 
110, an identi?er of the recipient (e. g., a phone number asso 
ciated With the service; or other recipient address), and in 
some embodiments, an identi?er of the service. The service 
table 500 (of FIG. 5) includes a service ID ?eld 502; a service 
name ?eld 504; and a cycle time ?eld 506. When a request is 
received by the server 102, the server 102 determines the 
identi?er of the user, Which may include for example, a phone 
number associated With the user device 11 0 or another unique 
identi?er of the user such as an email address. If the identi?er 
ofthe user (user ID) is not saved in the user table 300 (ofFIG. 
3), the server 110 saves the user ID in the user ID ?eld 302 of 
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the user table 300. The server 110 identi?es the service asso 
ciated With the request and saves the user ID and a service 

identi?er (service ID) associatedWith the requested service in 
the subscription table 400 (of FIG. 4). The request may in 
some instances, include one or more parameter IDs and cor 

responding settings as a set of initial preferences. The sub 
scription table 400 includes a user ID ?eld 402; a service ID 
404 ?eld; a last interaction 406 ?eld; a last message ID ?eld 
408; and a last parameter ID ?eld 410. 

In block 204 (of FIG. 2A) the service is initialiZed using 
parameters associated With the user ID and the service that are 
retrieved from the tables and the request. The last interaction 
?eld 406 is initialiZed With the time the request Was received. 
The last message ID ?eld 408 is initialiZed (to Zero). The last 
parameter ID ?eld 410 is initialiZed to P0 (no parameter). If 
one or more parameter IDs and corresponding settings are 
provided in the request, these are set into table 700. 

If the last Parameter ID is its initial value, P0, in the table 
400 With the user ID and service ID, the server 102 Will 
initialiZe preferences for the user that are associated With the 
service based on preference probabilities in block 206. In this 
regard, FIG. 6 includes a service parameter table 600 that 
includes a service ID ?eld 602; and a parameter ID ?eld 604. 
The table 600 alloWs the server 110 (of FIG. 1) to identify and 
retrieve parameters associated With a service. FIG. 10 
includes a value table 1000. The value table 1000 includes a 

value ID ?eld 1002, a parameter ID ?eld 1004, a setting ?eld 
1006, and a value ?eld 1008. The table 1000 alloWs the server 
110 to identify and retrieve values associated With the 
retrieved parameter ID. 

FIG. 9 includes a preference probability table 900, Which 
includes a value ID ?eld 902 and a probability ?eld 904. Once 
the value ID(s) associated With the parameter ID have been 
retrieved from table 1000, the server 110 uses the probability 
table 900 to identify Which of the retrieved values has the 
highest probability (e.g., out of the retrieved values V1, V2, 
andV3 ; V3 has the highest probability of 0.5). FIG. 7 includes 
a user preference table 700 that includes a user ID ?eld 702, 
a parameter ID ?eld 704, and a value ID ?eld 706. The server 
102 enters the user ID, retrieved parameter ID, and the iden 
ti?ed value ID from the probability table 900 into the prefer 
ence history table 800. 

The probability table 900 (of FIG. 9) includes the probabil 
ity that a user Would prefer a particular value as a preference 
based on the values selected by other users or updated by the 
server When the other users requested the service. For 
example, referring to FIG. 9, the V1, V2, and V3, value IDs 
are associated With a parameter Pl (as associated in table 
1000 of FIG. 10). The table 900 includes probabilities of0.3, 
0.2, and 0.5 respectively. Thus, thirty percent of the users 
prefer Vl, tWenty percent of the users prefer V2, and ?fty 
percent of the users prefer V3. The probability table 900 
alloWs the server 102 to set a preference value for a parameter 
and user based on the probability that the user Would select a 
particular value given the preferences of otherusers. Thus, the 
value chosen Will have a greater probability of being selected 
by the user based on previous selections by other users. The 
illustrated embodiments include an exemplary method for 
determining preference probabilities of users. One skilled in 
the art Would understand that the probabilities may be deter 
mined by any number of alternate methods. 

Referring to FIG. 2A, in block 208, data is sent to the user 
based on the set user preferences. The data may include data 
retrieved from the message data table 1100 (of FIG. 11) that 
includes a message ID ?eld 1102; a message data ?eld 1104; 
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4 
and a service ID ?eld 1106. The subscription table 400 (of 
FIG. 4) is updated accordingly (the last Interaction and last 
Message ID are set). 

In block 210, the server 102 determines Whether a ?rst time 
period has expired. The time period may be particular to the 
service or generally implemented by the server 102. The time 
period alloWs for the user to interact With the service to 
determine if their user preferences are set desirably, hoWever, 
in some embodiments it may be desirable for the ?rst time 
period to be equal to Zero. Once the time period has expired, 
the server 102 sends a request for a preference update mes 
sage to the user device 110. The request message may 
include, for example, a parameter associated With the service, 
and a value of the parameter (e. g., your Weather updates are 
being sent in the afternoon). The request message may ask a 
user for feedback regarding Whether the value of the param 
eter is correct or shouldbe different (e.g., earlier or later, more 
or less frequent, a different category of information, nearer or 

farther). 
In block 214, the server 102 determines Whether the server 

102 has received a response to the preference update message 
from the user device 110 Within a threshold time period that 
includes feedback With an indicator of a preference. If no, the 
server 102 Will send data to the user device 110 based on set 
user preferences as de?ned in the user preference table 700 
(of FIG. 7) in block 208. If yes, the response to the preference 
update message is processed and the user preference table is 
updated in block 216. 

In this regard, the indicator of preference may include, for 
example, “higher,” “loWer,” “later,” “earlier,” “OK,”, “yes”, 
“no” or other similar relative or discrete terms, Words, 
phrases, or other textual indicators of the preference. Alter 
natively, the preference may include a parameter, for 
example, “Wakuptime earlier”. Natural language processing 
methods could be used to extract a parameter or an indicator 
of preference or both from a message containing natural 
language text. Also, a parameter may able to be inferred from 
the value. For example, if the value is “later” then the “time” 
parameter can be selected. One parameter and/ or value may 
be indicated in a message or multiple parameters and/ or their 
associated values may be indicated in a message. 
When the indicator of preference is received, the server 1 02 

retrieves the last parameter (as above) and then retrieves the 
prior preferences of the user from the preference history table 
800 (of FIG. 8). The server 102 then retrieves the ordered set 
of all of the values from the value table 1000 (of FIG. 10) for 
the last parameter. The server 102 subtracts the prior prefer 
ences of the user from the ordered set of all values, resulting 
in an ordered set of unexplored values. The server 102 selects 
the value With the highest probability from the probability 
table 900 amongst the unexplored values. The server 102 then 
changes the user preference table 700 (of FIG. 7) to set a 
different value ID to the user ID and parameter ID. If the user 
ID and value ID pair do not already appear in the preference 
history table 800, the server 102 then adds the user ID and 
Value ID to the Preference History Table 800. 

For example, if the values are the hours between 1 pm and 
10 pm and the retrieved user preference is 7 pm and indicator 
is “greater” but the server 102 has already explored prefer 
ences for 10 pm and 11 pm prior, then the indicated values 
Would be 8 pm and 9 pm and if 9 pm had a greater probability 
than 8 pm, it Would select the value 9 pm. In some embodi 
ments, the server 102 may select a value by successive 
approximation. For example, if the parameter is ordered (e. g., 
time, distance), the server 102 may select a value half Way 
betWeen the highest probability value and the current user 
preference. The server 102 then changes the user preference 
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table 700 (of FIG. 7) to set a different value ID to the user ID 
and parameter ID. If the user ID and value ID pair do not 
already appear in the preference history table 800, the server 
102 then adds the user ID and Value ID to the Preference 
History Table 800. 

If there are no remaining values to explore for this param 
eter, the server 102 moves to the next parameter ID. The 
server 102 uses the preference history table 800, the service 
parameter table 600, and the value table 1000 (of FIG. 10) to 
determine which parameters have not had all of their prefer 
ences (values) probed/explored. The server 102 iterates 
through the parameters from the service parameters table 600 
(of FIG. 6), then looks up the values in the values table 1000. 
The server 102 then retrieves the values from the preference 
history table 800. Once a value is found that does not appear 
in the preference history table 800, the server 102 returns that 
parameter ID as the next parameter ID. If no such next param 
eter ID is found, then the server 102 chooses a default next 
parameter ID according to the sequential order of the service 
parameters table 600. If there are none (all of the parameters 
have been explored), then the server 102 sets the last param 
eter ID to P0, no parameter. Once the next parameter is 
determined, it is stored in the last parameter ID ?eld in the 
subscriptions table 400 (of FIG. 4). 

In the exemplary method the parameters are listed so that if 
a parameter is dependent in some way on the setting of the 
earlier parameter, then it is listed after the earlier parameter. 
For example, setting a preferred cuisine might be done after 
selecting a city so that cuisines speci?c to the city may be 
selected. However, there are a number of different ways one 
might order the parameters. In some cases multiple parameter 
preferences may be determined. 

The preference history table 800 may be updated in block 
218 using an exemplary method described below in FIG. 12. 

FIG. 12 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary 
method for populating the preference probability table 900 
(of FIG. 9) In this regard, FIG. 8 illustrates a preference 
history table 800 that includes a user ID ?eld 802 and a value 
ID ?eld 804. Referring to FIG. 12, in block 1202, a number of 
users who have selected a value ID associated with a prefer 
ence are identi?ed in the preference history table 800. In 
block 1204, the percentage of users who have selected the 
value ID is calculated. The probability ?eld 904 of the prob 
ability table 900 is updated with the calculated percentage of 
users in block 1206. 
As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of 

the present invention may be embodied as a system, method 
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the 
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware 
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including 
?rmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi 
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all 
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or 
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may 
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one 
or more computer readable medium(s) having computer read 
able program code embodied thereon. Any combination of 
one or more computer readable medium(s) may be utiliZed. 
The computer readable medium may be a computer readable 
signal medium or a computer readable storage medium. A 
computer readable storage medium may be, for example, but 
not limited to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromag 
netic, infrared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, or 
device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing. More 
speci?c examples (a non-exhaustive list) of the computer 
readable storage medium would include the following: an 
electrical connection having one or more wires, a portable 
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6 
computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access memory 
(RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable program 
mable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an 
optical ?ber, a portable compact disc read-only memory (CD 
ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic storage device, 
or any suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of 
this document, a computer readable storage medium may be 
any tangible medium that can contain, or store a program for 
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system, 
apparatus, or device. 
A computer readable signal medium may include a propa 

gated data signal with computer readable program code 
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a 
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a 
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag 
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com 
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable 
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and 
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for 
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system, 
apparatus, or device. 

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium 
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including 
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical ?ber cable, RF, 
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing. 
Computer program code for carrying out operations for 

aspects of the present invention may be written in any com 
bination of one or more programming languages, including 
an object oriented programming language such as Java, 
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro 
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language 
or similar programming languages. The program code may 
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s 
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the 
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely 
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the 
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer 
through any type of network, including a local area network 
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may 
be made to an external computer (for example, through the 
Internet using an Internet Service Provider). 

Aspects of the present invention are described below with 
reference to ?owchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of 
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod 
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be 
understood that each block of the ?owchart illustrations and/ 
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the ?ow 
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple 
mented by computer program instructions. These computer 
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a 
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other 
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a 
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the 
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro 
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func 
tions/acts speci?ed in the ?owchart and/or block diagram 
block or blocks. These computer program instructions may 
also be stored in a computer readable medium that can direct 
a computer, other programmable data processing apparatus, 
or other devices to function in a particular manner, such that 
the instructions stored in the computer readable medium pro 
duce an article of manufacture including instructions which 
implement the function/act speci?ed in the ?owchart and/or 
block diagram block or blocks. The computer program 
instructions may also be loaded onto a computer, other pro 
grammable data processing apparatus, or other devices to 
cause a series of operational steps to be performed on the 
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computer, other programmable apparatus or other devices to 
produce a computer implemented process such that the 
instructions which execute on the computer or other pro gram 
mable apparatus provide processes for implementing the 
functions/ acts speci?ed in the ?owchart and/ or block diagram 
block or blocks. The ?owchart and block diagrams in the 
Figures illustrate the architecture, functionality, and opera 
tion of possible implementations of systems, methods and 
computer program products according to various embodi 
ments of the present invention. In this regard, each block in 
the ?owchart or block diagrams may represent a module, 
segment, or portion of code, which comprises one or more 
executable instructions for implementing the speci?ed logi 
cal function(s). It should also be noted that, in some alterna 
tive implementations, the functions noted in the block may 
occur out of the order noted in the ?gures. For example, two 
blocks shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substan 
tially concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed 
in the reverse order, depending upon the functionality 
involved. It will also be noted that each block of the block 
diagrams and/or ?owchart illustration, and combinations of 
blocks in the block diagrams and/ or ?owchart illustration, can 
be implemented by special purpose hardware-based systems 
that perform the speci?ed functions or acts, or combinations 
of special purpose hardware and computer instructions. 

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ 
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be 
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms 
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as 
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be 
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/ or “com 
prising,” when used in this speci?cation, specify the presence 
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/ 
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition 
of one more other features, integers, steps, operations, ele 
ment components, and/or groups thereof. 

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva 
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims 
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act 
for performing the function in combination with other 
claimed elements as speci?cally claimed. The description of 
the present invention has been presented for purposes of 
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus 
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many 
modi?cations and variations will be apparent to those of 
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and 
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and 
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven 
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of 
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various 
embodiments with various modi?cations as are suited to the 
particular use contemplated. 

The ?ow diagrams depicted herein are just one example. 
There may be many variations to this diagram or the steps (or 
operations) described therein without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. For instance, the steps may be per 
formed in a differing order or steps may be added, deleted or 
modi?ed. All of these variations are considered a part of the 
claimed invention. 

While the preferred embodiment to the invention had been 
described, it will be understood that those skilled in the art, 
both now and in the future, may make various improvements 
and enhancements which fall within the scope of the claims 
which follow. These claims should be construed to maintain 
the proper protection for the invention ?rst described. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A method comprising: 
receiving a request from a user device for a service; 
initializing the service; 
initializing a user preference based on a parameter associ 

ated with the service and a preference probability value, 
the preference probability value including a probability 
that a user would prefer a particular value as a preference 
based on values selected by other users; and 

sending data to the user device according to the user pref 
erence; 

wherein the method further comprises calculating a per 
centage of users that have selected a value ID associated 
with the parameter associated with the service and 
updating a probability table to include the preference 
probability value associated with the calculated percent 
age. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the method further 
comprises: 

determining whether a ?rst time period has expired; and 
sending a request for a preference update message to the 

user device responsive to determining that the ?rst time 
period has expired. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the method further 
includes: 

determining whether a response to the preference update 
message including an indicator of a preference setting 
has been received from the user device within a thresh 
old time period; 

updating the user preference to a preference associated 
with the indicator responsive to determining that the 
second time period has not expired. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the indicator includes a 
textual entry entered by the user, the textual enter including an 
indicator of a desired change in the preference setting relative 
to a current preference setting. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein the method further 
includes ignoring a response to the preference update mes 
sage including an indicator of a preference setting responsive 
to determining that the response to the preference update 
message including an indicator of a preference setting has 
been not received from the user device within the threshold 
time period. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the method further 
includes saving a time the data associated with the preference 
is sent to the user. 

7. A system comprising: 
a user device; and 
a processor operative to receive a request from the user 

device for a service, initialiZe the service, initialiZe a 
user preference based on a parameter associated with the 
service and a preference probability value, the prefer 
ence probability value including a probability that a user 
would prefer a particular value as a preference based on 
values selected by other users, and send data to the user 
device according to the user preference; 

wherein the processor is further operative to calculate a 
percentage of users that have selected a value ID asso 
ciated with the parameter associated with the service and 
updating a probability table to include the preference 
probability value associated with the calculated percent 
age. 

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the processor is further 
operative to determine whether a ?rst time period has expired, 
and send a request for a preference update message to the user 
device responsive to determining that the ?rst time period has 
expired. 
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9. The system of claim 8, wherein the processor is further 
operative to determine Whether a response to the preference 
update message including an indicator of a preference setting 
has been received from the user device Within a threshold time 
period, and update the user preference to a preference asso 
ciated With the indicator responsive to determining that the 
second time period has not expired. 

10. The system of claim 9, Wherein the processor is further 
operative to ignore a response to the preference update mes 
sage including an indicator of a preference setting responsive 
to determining that the response to the preference update 
message including an indicator of a preference setting has 
been not received from the user device Within the threshold 
time period. 

11. The system of claim 9, Wherein the indicator includes a 
textual entry entered by the user, the textual enter including an 
indicator of a desired change in the preference setting relative 
to a current preference setting. 

12. The system of claim 7, Wherein the processor is further 
operative to save a time the data associated With the prefer 
ence is sent to the user. 

13. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium 
including computer executable instructions that, When 
executed on a processor of a computer apparatus, direct the 
processor to perform a method for dynamically adjusting a 
hardWare event counting time-slice WindoW, the method com 
prising: 

receiving a request from a user device for a service; 
initialiZing the service; 
initialiZing a user preference based on a parameter associ 

ated With the service and a preference probability value, 
the preference probability value including a probability 
that a user Would prefer a particular value as a preference 
based on values selected by other users; and 

25 

10 
sending data to the user device according to the user pref 

erence; 
Wherein the method further comprises calculating a per 

centage of users that have selected a value ID associated 
With the parameter associated With the service and 
updating a probability table to include the preference 
probability value associated With the calculated percent 
age. 

14. The method of claim 13, Wherein the method further 
comprises: 

determining Whether a ?rst time period has expired; and 
sending a request for a preference update message to the 

user device responsive to determining that the ?rst time 
period has expired. 

15. The method of claim 14, Wherein the method further 
includes: 

determining Whether a response to the preference update 
message including an indicator of a preference setting 
has been received from the user device Within a thresh 
old time period; 

updating the user preference to a preference associated 
With the indicator responsive to determining that the 
second time period has not expired. 

16. The method of claim 15, Wherein the indicator includes 
a textual entry entered by the user, the textual enter including 
an indicator of a desired change in the preference setting 
relative to a current preference setting. 

17. The method of claim 14, Wherein the method further 
includes ignoring a response to the preference update mes 
sage including an indicator of a preference setting responsive 
to determining that the response to the preference update 
message including an indicator of a preference setting has 
been not received from the user device Within the threshold 
time period. 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method includes receiving a request from a user device for 
a service, initializing the service, initializing a user prefer 
ence based on a parameter associated With the service and a 
preference probability value, the preference probability value 
including a probability that a user Would prefer a particular 
value as a preference based on values selected by other users, 
and sending data to the user device according to the user 
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