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METHOD OF MAKING PLASTIC 
CONTAINER HAVING A DEEP-INSET BASE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates generally to the design and manu 

facture of plastic containers, particularly plastic containers 
that are made by the reheat stretch bloW molding process. 

2. Description of the Related Technology 
Plastic containers for packaging beverages are commonly 

fabricated from polyesters such as polyethylene terephthalate 
(PET). PET containers are lightweight, inexpensive, and 
recyclable and can be economically manufactured in large 
quantities. 
PET containers are typically manufactured using the 

stretch bloW molding process. This involves the use of a 
preform that is injection molded into a shape that facilitates 
distribution of the plastic material Within the preform into the 
desired ?nal shape of the container. The preform is ?rst heated 
and then is longitudinally stretched and subsequently in?ated 
Within a mold cavity so that it assumes the desired ?nal shape 
of the container. As the preform is in?ated, it takes on the 
shape of the mold cavity. The polymer solidi?es after con 
tacting the cooler surface of the mold, and the ?nished holloW 
container is subsequently ejected from the mold. 
PET containers are common for use in packaging bever 

ages such as juices using What is knoWn in the industry as the 
hot-?ll process. This involves ?lling the containers While the 
liquid product is at an elevated temperature, typically 68° 
C.-96° C. (155° F.-205° F.) and usually about 85° C. (185° F.) 
in order to steriliZe the container at the time of ?lling. Con 
tainers that are designed to Withstand the process are knoWn 
as “hot ?ll” type containers. After ?lling, such containers 
undergo signi?cant volumetric shrinkage as a result of the 
cooling of the product Within the sealed container. Hot ?ll 
type containers accordingly must be designed to have the 
capability of accommodating such shrinkage. Typically this 
has been done by incorporating one or more concave vacuum 
panels into the side Wall of the container that are designed to 
?ex inWardly as the volume of the product Within the con 
tainer decreases as a result of cooling. More recently, it has 
been proposed to accommodate such volumetric shrinkage by 
providing a movable vacuum panel in the bottom of the con 
tainer. 

In some instances, it is desirable for a plastic container to be 
formed With a deep inset base, i.e. a base that is shaped to have 
a relatively tall and narroW standing ring. A deep inset base 
may be desirable for any one of a number of different reasons, 
including but not limited to the placement of a movable 
vacuum panel in the bottom of the container. For example, a 
manufacturer may desire to place an article in the space that is 
de?ned by the container bottom, or a deep inset base may be 
desirable in order to provide stackability of the containers 
With respect to each other. 

Unfortunately, it has been problematic in the past to manu 
facture a container having a deep inset base using the reheat 
stretch bloWmolding process. Efforts to produce such con 
tainers often resulted in unWanted extreme stretching and 
thinning of the container Wall in the area of the standing ring 
of the container base, crimping or folding of the standing ring, 
or other unWanted deformities in the bottom of the container. 
These problems made it practically impossible to effectively 
for a container having a deep inset base. A need exists for an 
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2 
improved container having a deep inset base and an improved 
method for manufacturing such a container. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to provide an 
improved container having a deep inset base and an improved 
method for manufacturing such a container. 

In order to achieve the above and other objects of the 
invention, a method of making a plastic container that has a 
standing ring for supporting the container on a ?at surface and 
a recessed base portion, according to a ?rst aspect of the 
invention, includes steps of molding a container blank having 
a standing ring and a base projection portion that is formed 
beneath the standing ring; and relatively displacing the base 
projection portion upWardly With respect to the standing ring 
until the base projection portion is positioned above the stand 
ing ring. 

According to a second aspect of the invention, a method of 
making a plastic container that has a standing ring for sup 
porting the container on a ?at surface and a recessed base 
portion includes steps of applying a pressurization to a plastic 
preform that is positioned Within a mold assembly to mold 
from the preform a container blank having a standing ring and 
a base projection portion that is formed beneath the standing 
ring; and relatively displacing the base projection portion 
upWardly With respect to the standing ring until the base 
projection portion is positioned above the standing ring, and 
Wherein the step of relatively displacing the base projection 
portion is initiated While the container blank remains pres sur 
iZed. 

These and various other advantages and features of novelty 
that characterize the invention are pointed out With particu 
larity in the claims annexed hereto and forming a part hereof. 
HoWever, for a better understanding of the invention, its 
advantages, and the objects obtained by its use, reference 
should be made to the draWings Which form a further part 
hereof, and to the accompanying descriptive matter, in Which 
there is illustrated and described a preferred embodiment of 
the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatical vieW depicting a container that 
is made according to a ?rst preferred embodiment of the 
invention in vertical cross-section; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational vieW depicting an intermediate 
container blank according to an alternative preferred embodi 
ment of the invention; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged vieW of a portion of the article that is 
depicted in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged vieW of a portion of the article that is 
depicted in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective vieW of a container 
bottom according to one embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 6 is an exploded vieW of a mold assembly that is used 
to make a container according to a preferred embodiment of 
the invention; and 

FIG. 7 is a ?oW chart depicting a method that is performed 
according to a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT(S) 

Referring noW to the draWings, Wherein like reference 
numerals designate corresponding structure throughout the 
vieWs, and referring in particular to FIG. 1, a plastic container 
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10 that is constructed according to a ?rst preferred embodi 
ment of the invention is preferably fabricated using the Well 
knoWn reheat stretch blow molding process out of a material 
such as PET. 

Plastic container 10 includes a threaded ?nish portion 12 to 
Which a closure may be attached in conventional fashion, a 
main body portion 14 that is preferably substantially sym 
metrical about a vertical axis 16 and a container bottom 17 
that is shaped so as to de?ne a standing ring 18 for supporting 
the container 10 on a relatively ?at underlying surface. In the 
preferred embodiment, the standing ring 18 is constructed as 
a continuous annular surface, but could alternatively be con 
structed as a plurality of doWnWardly depending feet, each 
having a loWer surface for supporting the container 10 on an 
underlying surface. 
As is best shoWn in FIG. 4, the container bottom 17 

includes a central push-up area 20 that is positioned radially 
inWardly of the standing ring 18 so as to form a deep inset 
recessed base portion having relatively tall and narroW pro?le 
immediately above the standing ring 18. 

The central push-up area 20 is de?ned in part by an 
upstanding container bottom sideWall portion 22 that in the 
preferred embodiment de?nes a continuous inWardly facing 
annular ring. The upstanding container bottom sideWall por 
tion 22 is preferably although not necessarily substantially 
smooth and preferably includes a substantially linear portion 
When vieWed in longitudinal cross-section. It may have a 
plurality of spaced ribs or grooves, Which preferably are 
longitudinally or vertically oriented, Which facilitate separa 
tion from the bloW mold cavity Wall. 

The central push-up area 20 is also de?ned in part by a 
central portion 24, Which may be shaped conventionally 
according to any one of a number of knoWn con?gurations, 
the details of Which are not essential to a full understanding of 
the invention. 

Preferably, the upstanding container bottom sideWall por 
tion 22 has a height H S as measured parallel to a longitudinal 
axis 16 of the container that is greater than about 0.35 inch, 
and that is more preferably Within a range of about 0.35 inch 
to about 1.2 inch. The substantially smooth upstanding con 
tainer bottom sideWall portion 22 also has a length L S that is 
de?ned as the surface distance betWeen a top portion 28 and 
a bottom portion 30 as vieWed in vertical cross-section as 
shoWn in FIG. 4. Preferably, the length L S is Within a range of 
about 100% to about 115% of the height H S. 

Preferably, the upstanding container bottom sideWall por 
tion 22 is immediately adjacent to the standing ring 18 of the 
container 10. In the preferred embodiment, the upstanding 
container bottom sideWall portion 22 is unitary at its loWer 
most end With the surface that de?nes the standing ring 18 of 
the container 10. Standing ring is this context is de?ned as the 
loWermo st surface of the container 10 that contacts an under 
lying ?at horizontal surface When the container 10 is placed 
thereon. 

Looking again to FIG. 4, it Will be seen that the upstanding 
container bottom sideWall portion 22 includes a substantially 
straight portion 26 that is angled With respect to a vertical 
plane that is parallel to the vertical axis 16 of the container 10 
at an angle @S that is preferably Within a range of about 0° to 
about 15°. In the embodiment of FIG. 4, angle @5 is shoWn as 
about 0°. 

The substantially straight portion 26 is also preferably 
substantially parallel to a substantially straight portion 27 of 
an outer sideWall of the container bottom 17, Which facilitates 
the formation of a deep inset base having a relatively tall 
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4 
narroW standing ring. “Substantially parallel” for purposes of 
this feature is de?ned as Within an angle range of about 00 to 
about 20°. 

Preferably, the substantially smooth upstanding container 
bottom sideWall portion 22 has an average Wall thickness T S 
that is Within a range of about 0.01 8 inch to about 0.011 inch, 
and that is most preferably about 0.014 inch. 

FIG. 5 depicts a containerbottom 50 that is made according 
to one embodiment of the invention, shoWing the deep inset 
base. Container bottom 50 includes a relatively, tall, narroW 
standing ring 52 and a central push-up area 54 that includes a 
substantially smooth upstanding container bottom sideWall 
portion 56. 
A method of making a plastic container according to a 

preferred embodiment of the invention includes steps of 
molding a container blank having a standing ring and a base 
projection portion that is formed beneath the standing ring 
and relatively displacing the base projection portion 
upWardly With respect to the standing ring until the base 
projection portion is positioned above the standing ring. A 
container blank 32 according to a preferred embodiment of 
the invention is shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 3. 

Container blank 32 includes a threaded ?nish portion 34, a 
main body portion 36 and a container blank bottom 38 that 
de?nes a standing ring 40 and a doWnWardly depending base 
projection portion 42 that is formed beneath the standing ring 
40. As FIGS. 2 and 3 shoW, the base projection portion 42 is 
at least as Wide at a bottom end thereof than at a top end 
thereof. Preferably, the base projection portion 42 is Wider at 
a bottom end thereof than at a top end thereof, as is clearly 
shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 3. The main body portion 36 is prefer 
ably although not necessarily formed so as to be substantially 
symmetrical about a vertical axis 44. 
As is best shoWn in FIG. 3, the base projection portion 42 

includes an upstanding sideWall portion 43 that in the pre 
ferred embodiment forms the upstanding container bottom 
sideWall portion 22 shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 4 after the base 
projection portion 42 is relatively displaced and inverted With 
respect to the standing ring 40. Upstanding sideWall portion 
43 is preferably although not necessarily substantially 
smooth, and may include a plurality of spaced vertically or 
longitudinally oriented ribs or grooves that aid in the separa 
tion of the base projection portion 42 from the bloW mold 
cavity Wall after molding. 
The substantially smooth upstanding sideWall portion 43 

preferably has an average Wall thickness T B that is preferably 
Within a range of about 0.018 inch to about 0.011 inch, and 
that is most preferably about 0.014 inch. 

Preferably, the plastic container 10 that is made according 
to embodiment of the invention shoWn in FIG. 4 has a ?rst 
maximum diameter DC, and the base projection portion 42 
has a second maximum diameter DB, and the second maxi 
mum diameter DB is Within a range of about 110% to about 
80% of the ?rst maximum diameter DC. The second maxi 
mum diameter D B is preferably proximate to a bottom end of 
the base projection portion 42. Most preferably, the second 
maximum diameter D B is about 95% of the ?rst maximum 
diameter DC. 
The substantially smooth upstanding sideWall portion 43 

includes a substantially straight portion 45 on an outWardly 
facing surface thereof that, as shoWn in FIG. 3, forms most of 
the upstanding sideWall portion 43. The substantially straight 
portion 45 in the preferred embodiment is angled doWn 
Wardly and outWardly With respect to a vertical plane as 
vieWed in vertical or longitudinal cross-section as shoWn in 
FIG. 3. The substantially straight portion 45 is preferably 
symmetrically shaped about a circumference of the base pro 
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jection portion 42 so as to de?ne a substantially straight 
annular Wall. The substantially straight portion as vieWed in 
vertical or longitudinal cross-section preferably is substan 
tially parallel to a longitudinal axis 44 of the container blank. 
Substantially parallel in this case is de?ned as being angled 
With respect to a vertical plane at an angle @B that is Within a 
range of about 0° to about 15°. 

The substantially straight portion 45 has a height HE as 
measured parallel to a longitudinal axis 44 of the container 
blank that is preferably greater than about 0.3 inch. The 
substantially smooth upstanding sideWall portion 43 of the 
base projection portion 42 has a length L B measured, as is best 
shoWn in FIG. 3, along its curvature betWeen a ?rst, upper 
location 48 and a second, loWer location 49. Preferably, the 
length LB is Within a range of about 100% to about 115% of 
the height H B. 

Preferably, the length LB is also Within a range of about 
75% to about 115% of the height HS of the upstanding con 
tainer bottom sideWall portion 22. 

The inversion or relative displacement of the base proj ec 
tion portion as shoWn in FIG. 3 into the container bottom 
shoWn in FIG. 4 is preferably performed While the plastic 
material is still formable and stretchable. Accordingly, 
according to one embodiment of the invention the inversion 
process may be performed to elongate and stretch the length 
of the base projection portion so that the height HS of the 
container bottom is greater than the height HE of the base 
projection portion. The permits the formation of a deep inset 
base that is deeper than Would otherWise be possible, and 
permits under some circumstances more optimal material 
distribution With the container base. Accordingly, it permits 
lightWeighting of the container in order to minimize material 
costs. 

FIG. 6 depicts a mold assembly 70 that is constructed 
according to a preferred embodiment of the invention for 
molding a container blank 32 and then relatively displacing or 
inverting the base projection portion 42 of the container blank 
32 With respect to the standing ring 40 until the base proj ec 
tion portion 42 is positioned above the standing ring 40 in 
order to complete formation of a container 10. 
Mold assembly 70 includes a ?rst mold portion 72 that is 

shaped to de?ne an upper portion of the main body 36 of the 
container blank 32. A second mold portion 74 is shaped to 
de?ne the rest of the main body 36, While a third mold portion 
76 is shaped to form portions of the containerblank bottom 38 
including the base projection portion 42. Actuator 80 is sup 
ported by a pedestal 84 that is received Within the mold 
housing 82. 

FIG. 7 is a How chart depicting a preferred method for 
making a container according to one aspect of the invention. 

In order to form a container blank 32, a heated plastic 
preform is positioned Within the mold assembly 70 and the 
mold assembly is locked. The preform is then subjected to a 
pre-bloW process in order to prevent the preform from col 
lapsing on itself and is then longitudinally stretched using a 
stretch rod in otherWise conventional fashion in order to ini 
tiate the Well-knoWn reheat stretch bloW molding process. 

High pressure (typically on the order of 520-600 psi) is 
then applied to the interior of the preform With the mold 
surface 78 in the doWnWard position in order to cause the 
plastic material from the preform to stretch and conform to 
the mold surfaces that are de?ned by the various above 
described mold portions 72, 74, 76, 78. This forms the con 
tainer blank 32. 

After the container blank 32 has been formed, the actuator 
80 Will be instructed by a control system to displace the fourth 
movable mold portion 78 upWardly With respect to the mold 
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6 
portions 72, 74, 76 in order to upWardly displace and invert 
the base projection portion into its ?nal position above the 
standing ring of the container. Effectively, the base projection 
portion 42 is inverted in order to form the deep inset base of 
the container that is depicted in FIG. 1, 4 or 5. This step is 
advantageously initiated While the high pressure is still being 
maintained Within the container blank 32, before the pressur 
ized gas is exhausted from the mold assembly. 

Preferably, the level of pressurization Within the container 
blank relative to ambient pressure at the time that the fourth 
movable mold portion 78 is moved upWardly is at least 50% 
of the maximum pressurization that occurs Within the mold 
during the formation of the container blank 32. 
The pressurization Within the container blank relative to 

ambient pressure at the time that the fourth movable mold 
portion 78 is preferably at least 260 psi, relative to external 
ambient pressure. This Will prevent crushing of the container 
sideWalls during the upWard movement of the fourth movable 
mold portion 78. 

In addition, the upWard movement of the fourth movable 
mold portion 78 is preferably performed before substantial 
cooling of the base projection portion has occurred, and While 
the plastic material retains a substantial amount of stretch 
ability and ?exibility. Preferably, the upWard movement of 
the fourth movable mold portion 78 takes places Within about 
10 seconds after the container blank 32 is formed. 
As FIG. 7 shoWs, the stretch rod is retracted and the exhaust 

process is initiated While the fourth movable mold portion 78 
is still in the upper position. The fourth movable mold portion 
78 is then loWered, the mold is opened, and the container 10 
is removed from the mold. 

It is to be understood, hoWever, that even though numerous 
characteristics and advantages of the present invention have 
been set forth in the foregoing description, together With 
details of the structure and function of the invention, the 
disclosure is illustrative only, and changes may be made in 
detail, especially in matters of shape, size and arrangement of 
parts Within the principles of the invention to the full extent 
indicated by the broad general meaning of the terms in Which 
the appended claims are expressed. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of making a plastic container having a deep 

inset base comprising steps of: 
molding a plastic preform into an intermediate plastic con 

tainer blank having a container bottom comprising a 
standing ring and a base projection portion formed 
beneath standing ring With the container blank in an 
upright position, the base projection portion having a 
loWermost end Wider than an opposite end thereof, said 
opposite end being proximate to said standing ring, so 
that a substantially straight sideWall of the base projec 
tion portion is angled outWardly toWard said loWermost 
end With respect to a longitudinal axis of the container 
blank, Wherein a maximum diameter of the base projec 
tion portion is Within a range of about 80% to about 
110% of a maximum diameter of a remainder of the 
container blank; and 

relatively displacing the base projection portion upWardly 
With respect to the standing ring so as to convert the base 
projection portion into a central push-up area positioned 
inside the container bottom, the substantially straight 
sideWall of the base projection portion thereby forming 
an upstanding container bottom sideWall portion having 
an angle of about 00 With respect to said longitudinal 
axis. 
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2. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 1, wherein said upstanding container bottom sideWall 
portion has a height that is Within a range of about 0.35 inch 
to about 1.2 inch. 

3. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 1, Wherein said upstanding container bottom sideWall 
portion de?nes a continuous, inWardly facing annular ring. 

4. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 1, Wherein said upstanding container bottom sideWall 
portion has an average Wall thickness that is Within a range of 
about 0.018 inch to about 0.011 inch. 

5. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 4, Wherein said average Wall thickness is about 0.014 
inch. 

6. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 1, Wherein said maximum diameter of the base proj ec 
tion portion is about 95% of said maximum diameter of the 
remaining container blank. 

7. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 1, Wherein said substantially straight sideWall is sym 
metrically shaped about a circumference of the base proj ec 
tion portion so as to de?ne a substantially straight annular 
Wall. 
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8. A method of making a plastic container according to 

claim 1, Wherein said substantially straight sideWall has a 
length that is Within a range of about 75% to about 1 15% of a 
height of said upstanding sideWall portion. 

9. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 1, Wherein said relative displacement stretches plastic 
material of said base projection portion. 

10. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 1, Wherein said molding comprises applying pressur 
iZation to said preform Within a mold assembly, and Wherein 
said relative displacement is initiated While the intermediate 
container blank remains pressurized relative to ambient pres 
sure. 

11. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 10, Wherein said relative displacement stretches plastic 
material of said base projection portion. 

12. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 10, Wherein said remaining pressure is at least 50% of 
a maximum pressurization that occurs during said molding. 

13. A method of making a plastic container according to 
claim 10, Wherein said remaining pressure is at least 260 psi. 

* * * * * 


