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To all whom it may concern: 7 

Be it known that I, GEORGE TAYLOR BARR, a citizen 
of the United States, residing at Waco, in the county of 
McLennan and State of Texas, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Mail-Bag Fasteners; 
and I do declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as will enable ~ 
others skilled in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same. 

My invention relates to improvements in fasteners 
orclosures for mail bags and the like, and consists in 
the novel construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts hereinafter described and claimed. 
The object of the invention is to provide a simple, 

convenient and comparatively inexpensive device of 
this character which when closed will effectively lock 
the mail bag shut and when opened hold the mouth of, 
the same extended to permit mail to be readily inserted 
in or removed from the bag. 
The above and other objects which will appear as 

the nature of the invention is better understood, are 
accomplished by the construction illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which :— 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a mail bag, showing 
its closure in its locked position; Fig. 2 is a similar view 
showing the closure in its opened position; Fig. 3 is a 
transverse sectional view through the fastener or clo 
sure in its locked position; Fig. 4 is a horizontal sec 
tional view through the same in its opened position, 
and Figs. 5 and 6 are detail sectional views. 

Referring to the drawings by numeral, 1 denotes a 
mail bag of the usual form, having at its mouth my im 
proved closure or fastener 2. The latter comprises, 
preferably, two end sections 3, and two side sections 4 
hingedly connected together so that they may be 
folded, as shown in Fig. 1, to close the mouth of the 
bag, or extended to form a rectangular frame, as shown 
in Fig. 2, and thus open the mouth of the bag. These 
sections 3, 4 are preferably angular in form and have 
the upper edge of the bag 1 suitably secured to their 
vertical flanges 5. The vertical ?anges 5 of both the 
side and end sections are cut and bent to form circular 
hinge straps 6, and these straps 6 at the adjoining ends 
of adjacent sections are concentrically arranged to re 
ceive a cylindrical-pintle 7 which has projecting from 
the center of its top a reduced pin or pivot 8 which 
passes through alined apertures in 'the overlapping 
ends of horizontal ?anges 9 of said angular sections 3, 4: 
As clearly shown in Fig. 6, the pin 8 is preferably 
formed integral with the pintle 7 and has its upper end 
upset or headed as at 8a to retain the ?anges 9 upon it 
and to retain the pintle in the hinge straps 6. Said 
‘sections 3, 4 are preferably formed of sheet metal, as 
shown, and‘ the provision of the above described piv 
otal connections between both the vertical ?anges 5 

and the horizontal ?anges 9, produces an exceedingly 
strong and durable hinge joint or connection, which is 
highly essential for closures of this character since they 
are subject to very rough usage. 
sections 3 have at their ends, square portions 10 which 
are adapted to engage the sections 4 when the closure 
is opened to prevent the same from opening to too great i 
an extent and thereby retain the sections 3, 4 at right 
angles to each other. To facilitate opening the device, 
I preferably provide at diagonally opposite corners of 
the same coil springs 11. These springs have their 
coils arranged upon the pins 8 between the upper ends 
of the pintles 7 and the horizontal ?anges 9, and their 
arms 12 bear against the inner faces of the vertical 
?anges 5 of said sections, as clearly shown in Fig. 4 of 
the drawings. ' 

In order to hold the device in its closed position 
shown in Fig. 1, I preferably provide upon the inner 
face of the ?ange 5 of one of the sections 4, an inwardly 
extending hasp or keeper 13, and upon the correspond, 
ing portion of the other side section 4, a lock 14 which 
‘has a spring projected bolt 15 which is adapted to en- , 

The ?anges 9 of the 
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gage said hasp or keeper. This lock may be of- any 3 
suitable form and construction and its sliding bolt is 
preferably retracted by a suitable key inserted in a 
keyhole 16 formed in the section 4, as clearly shown in 
the drawings. Upon the outer face of one of the end 

v80.. 

sections 3 is arranged a tag holder or slide 18, which ‘ 
has one of its ends opened and adapted to be closed 
by a cover plate 19 arranged upon the end of the ad 
jacent side section 4. As shown in Fig. 1, the closure 
19 is swung away from the open end of the tag holder 
18 when the device is open; but when the latter is 
closed, as shown in Fig. 1, the plate 19 swings against 
the open end of the holder 18 to close the same; as 
shown in Fig. 1. Suitable handles 20 are provided 
upon the side sections 4, and the‘ usual handle 21 ispro 
vided upon the ,bottom of the bag 1. . ' 

The construction, operation and advantages of the 
‘ invention will be readily understood from the forego 
ing description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings. It will be seen that the device is 
of simple, strong, durable and comparatively inex 
pensive construction, so that it may be manufactured 
at a small cost and will stand rough usage. It is con 
venient and easy to operate and saves a great amount 
of time, since it dispenses with the necessity of straps, 
padlocks and other ‘fastening devices. By simply 
closing the device, the bag is automatically locked, 
and it may be as readily opened by inserting a key 
in the hole 16 and turning it to disengage the bolt 15 
from the keeper or hasp 13, the springs 11 forcing the 
closure to its opened position. _ 

Various changes in the form, proportion and the mi 
nor details of construction may be resorted to without 
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departing from: the principle or sacri?cing‘any of the v 
advantages of the invention, as de?ned by the ap 
pended claims. ‘ 

Having thus described my invention, What vI claim‘ 
as new and desire to secure by Let-ters-Patent.is:— 

1. A mail bag closure comprising angular sections hav 
ing overlapping horizontal ?anges formed with alined',‘ 

japerturesiand. to, retain the pintles in the hinge straps, pivot aperturcspandverticalQ ?anges havingtheir, ends cut 
and bent to provide cylindrical hinge straps, said straps 
upon adjacent sections being concentrically arranged, cy 
lindrical pintles in said concentrically arranged hinge 
straps, pins projecting from the upper ends of; said. pintles 
and‘ concentric therewith and through the pivot apertures 
in said- horizontal ?anges and means upon the upper and‘ 
outer ends- of said: pins- to retain them in said‘ apertures 
and tovretaimthe pintles in the hinge strapshsubstantially 
as and for the purposes set forth. 

2. A mail bag closure comprising angular sections hav 
ing overlapping horizontal ?anges formed‘ with- alined - 

pivot apertures, and vertical‘ ?anges having their ends cut 
and bent to provide cylindrical hinge straps, said straps 
upon adjacent sections being concentrically arranged, cy 
lindrical pintles in: said concentrically arranged hinge 
straps, said pintles being formed at their upper ends with. 

I reduced,‘ concentric pins to project through the pivot ap» 
‘ ertures in said‘ horizontal ?anges, the upper and outer ends 
of said pins being upset or headed to retain them in said 

and a coil spring- having its coil arranged upon one of said 
3, pins betweenz‘the upper end of its pintle and the adjacent 
i horizontal ?ange and having arms engaged with the inner 
faces of the vertical ?anges of the adjacent sections, sub 

' stantially as shown and described; 

In\ testimony whereof I have‘ hereunto‘ set my hand in 
presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

GEORGE T. BARR. 
Witnesses: 

T-. F. BRYAN, 
R; J. Goonn. 
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