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GYPSUM WALLBOARD 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation ?ling of US. application 
Ser. No. 12/080,656, ?led Apr. 4, 2008, now US. Pat. No. 
7,879,965, Which is a continuation ?ling of US. application 
Ser. No. 10/878,862, ?led Jun. 28, 2004, noW abandoned, 
Which is a continuation ?ling of US. application Ser. No. 
09/464,174, ?led Dec. 16, 1999, now US. Pat. No. 6,755,907, 
Which is a continuation-in-part ?ling of US. application Ser. 
No. 09/237,512, ?led Jan. 26, 1999, now US. Pat. No. 6,184, 
287. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of Invention 
The present invention relates to improved gypsum Wall 

board and to materials and processes for making such prod 
ucts. 

2. Background 
Gypsum Wallboard is conventionally made by depositing 

an aqueous slurry of calcined gypsum (“gypsum slurry”) 
betWeen large sheets of paper or other material and alloWing 
the slurry to dry. Calcined gypsum is composed of calcium 
sulfate hemihydrate (CaSO4.1/2H2O) Which rehydrates to 
gypsum (CaSO4.2H2O) during the drying process. See Kirk 
Othmer, Encyclopedia ofChemical Technology, Second edi 
tion, 1970, Vol. 21, Pages 621-624, the disclosure ofWhich is 
also incorporated herein by reference. 

In order to achieve suf?cient strength, traditional, commer 
cial Wallboard has been made With a density of about 1700 
pounds (~772 kg.) per thousand square feet of 1/2 inch thick 
board. Although it Would be desirable to reduce this density 
and hence overall board Weight, previous attempts have met 
With limited success, primarily due to loss of strength. 
US. Pat. No. 5,879,825 to Burke et al., the disclosure of 

Which is also incorporated herein by reference, describes an 
approach for reducing gypsum Wallboard density Without 
sacri?cing strength by including in the gypsum core an 
acrylic latex having a particular combination of properties. 
Acrylic latexes are expensive, and therefore commercially 
unattractive. Therefore, it is desirable to develop an alternate 
and less expensive approach to accomplishing this objective. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance With the present invention, it has been dis 
covered that certain styrene butadiene latexes, modi?ed to be 
substantially stable against divalent ions, can also reduce 
gypsum Wallboard density Without sacri?cing strength. 
Because these latexes are generally less expensive to manu 
facture than acrylic latexes, it has also been found that com 
mercial use of these latexes is feasible. 

Accordingly, the present invention provides a neW compo 
sition for making gypsum products comprising Water, cal 
cium sulfate hemihydrate and a styrene butadiene polymer 
latex substantially stable against divalent ions in Which the 
styrene butadiene polymer includes at least 0.25 Wt. % of an 
ionic monomer. In addition, the present invention also pro 
vides a neW process for making gypsum Wallboard from this 
composition as Well as the Wallboard so made. Preferably, the 
styrene butadiene polymer of the latex used in the present 
invention includes copolymeriZed sodium 2-acrylamido-2 
methyl propanesulfonic acid salt, knoWn industrially as 
“sodium AMPS.” 
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2 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In accordance With the present invention, gypsum Wall 
board can be made lighter in Weight Without sacri?cing 
strength by including in the gypsum slurry used to make the 
board a styrene butadiene polymer latex substantially stable 
against divalent ions in Which the styrene butadiene polymer 
includes at least 0.25 Wt. % of an ionic monomer. 
The styrene butadiene latexes used in accordance With the 

present invention are substantially stable against divalent 
ions. By “substantially stable against divalent ions” is meant 
that a latex Will exhibit no signi?cant coagulation or ?occu 
lation When 10 ml (milliliters) of a 2 Wt. % calcium chloride 
aqueous solution is sloWly added to 50 ml of the latex. By 
sloWly added is meant that the calcium chloride solution is 
added to 50 ml of the latex With stirring over a period of time 
betWeen 5 and 30 seconds. 
The amount of styrene and butadiene in the polymers of 

these latexes can vary Widely. For example, these polymers 
may contain 4 to 60 Wt. % butadiene, more normally 7 to 40 
Wt. % butadiene and especially 10 to 30 Wt. % butadiene. In 
addition, they may contain 20 to 95 Wt. % styrene, more 
normally 45 to 90 Wt. % styrene aid especially 65 to 85 Wt. % 
styrene. Moreover, in these polymers, the ratio of styrene to 
butadiene is typically in the range of 10/1 to 1/1, more usually 
7/1 to 1.5/1, and even more typically 6/1 to 2/ 1. 

In addition to styrene and butadiene, the styrene butadiene 
polymers of the present invention also include an ionic mono 
mer. By “ionic monomer” is meant a monomer Which addi 
tion polymeriZes to form a homopolymer Which is Water 
soluble When having a molecular Weight of 5000. In other 
Words, if a 5000 molecular Weight homopolymer formed by 
addition polymeriZing a monomer is Water soluble, that 
monomer is “ionic” in the context of this invention. Examples 
of suitable ionic monomers are 2-acrylamido-2-methyl pro 
panesulfonic acid salt, styrene sulfate salt, styrene sulfonate 
salt, allyl sulfonate salt, 3-sulfopropyl acrylate salt, 3-sulfo 
propyl methacrylate salt, 2-sulfoethyl acrylate salt, 2-sulfo 
ethyl methacrylate salt, maleic acid, itaconic acid and salts of 
maleic acid and itaconic acid. The cations of these salt are 
normally sodium, potassium or ammonium, more typically 
sodium or potassium. 2-acrylamido-2-methyl propane 
sulfonic acid salt is the preferred ionic monomer, With sodium 
2-acrylamido-2-methyl propanesulfonic acid salt being espe 
cially preferred. 2-acrylamido-2-methyl propanesulfonic 
acid is knoWn in industry as “AMPS,” Which is a trademark of 
The LubriZol Company. 
The amount of ionic monomer in the styrene butadiene 

polymers of the invention can vary Widely. As little as about 
0.25 Wt. % to as much as about 20 Wt. %, based on the Weight 
of the polymer, are effective. Typically, the polymers Will 
contain about 0.5 to 10, more often about 1 to 5 Wt. %, ionic 
monomer based on the Weight of the polymer. 

In addition to styrene, butadiene and the ionic monomer, 
the polymers of the invention may also include 0.25 to 20 Wt. 
% of hydroxyethyl acrylate, hydroxyethyl methacrylate, 
acrylonitrile, methacrylonitrile, acrylamide and/or methacry 
lamide. These “hydrophilic adjunct comonomers” have been 
found to enhance the effect of the ionic monomers in that the 
overall stability against divalent ions exhibited by a polymer 
including an ionic monomer as Well as a hydrophilic adjunct 
comonomer is greater than Would have been predicted by the 
rule of mixtures. A hydrophilic adjunct comonomer content 
of0.5 to 10 Wt. %, or even 1 to 4 Wt. %, is more typical. 

In addition to the foregoing monomers, the styrene butadi 
ene polymers of the present invention may also include other 
addition monomers. Examples are isoprene, chloroprene, 
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alpha-methylstyrene, 4-methylstyrene, 4-tert-butylstyrene, 
4-ethylstyrene, divinylbenzene, vinylidene chloride, 2-vi 
nylpyridene, 4-vinylpyridene and especially acrylic acid, 
methacrylic acid and their derivatives such as metal and 
ammonium salts, substituted and unsubstituted amides (other 
than acrylamide Which is an hydrophilic adjunct comono 
mer), nitriles, and C l to C l 2 esters. In such cases, the polymer 
should contain no more than about 30 Wt. %, more typically 
no more than 15 Wt. %, other addition monomer. 

Styrene butadiene polymer latexes are typically made by 
aqueous emulsion polymerization. In carrying out such pro 
cesses, the monomers forming the polymer are emulsi?ed in 
Water using suitable surfactants, usually anionic or non-ionic. 
Other ingredients such as free-radical initiators, chelating 
agents, chain transfer agents, biocides, defoamers and anti 
oxidants can also be added. Once the free-radical initiator is 
activated, the monomers polymerize together producing the 
product polymer. As is Well knoWn, the arrangement of mul 
tiple monomers in a product polymer can be determined, at 
least to some degree, by controlling the manner Which the 
monomers are added to the system. If all the monomers are 
added at the same time, the product polymer Will have a more 
random distribution of monomers. If added in stages, the 
polymer Will have a more ordered distribution of monomers. 
A typical polymer latex produced by emulsion polymer 

ization contains enough surfactants and other ingredients to 
prevent the product polymer from separating out from the 
Water phase upon standing. HoWever, these surfactants and 
other ingredients are usually insu?icient to prevent coagula 
tion or ?occulation of the polymer if the latex is contaminated 
With signi?cant amounts of divalent or trivalent ions. There 
fore, such latexes can be expected to coagulate or ?occulate 
prematurely if contacted With gypsum slurries used in the 
manufacture of gypsum Wallboard, since such slurries con 
tain signi?cant concentrations of calcium ions, Which are 
divalent. 

In order to avoid this problem, additional surfactants cap be 
incorporated into the latexes to keep them stable against cal 
cium ions. HoWever, gypsum slurries already contain signi? 
cant concentrations of particular types of surfactants and 
other ingredients to enable the slurries to be frothed (foamed) 
during manufacture. Accordingly, it is desirable to avoid add 
ing still additional surfactants to these systems, since differ 
ent surfactant packages can interact With one another and 
thereby become ineffective. 

In accordance With the present invention, therefore, the 
styrene butadiene latex includes a signi?cant amount of a 
monomer, the ionic monomer, Which imparts its oWn surface 
active properties to the polymer. As a result, additional sur 
factants for imparting calcium ion stability to a latex of the 
polymer can be reduced or even eliminated entirely. There 
fore, When such latexes are added to gypsum slurries in the 
manufacture of gypsum Wallboard, problems occurring from 
mixing incompatible surfactant packages can be avoided. 

Styrene butadiene latexes Which are especially useful in 
accordance With the present invention are described in com 
monly-assigned application Ser. No. 09/237,512, ?led Jan. 
26, 1999, now US. Pat. No. 6,184,287, the disclosure of 
Which is incorporated herein by reference. In general, these 
latexes are formed by emulsion polymerization of styrene and 
butadiene in the presence of an in situ seed polymer com 
posed of polymerized styrene and an AMPS salt, preferably 
Na-AMPS. Normally, the seed polymer is made by emulsion 
polymerization of styrene and Na-AMPS only, although buta 
diene may be included as an additional comonomer if desired. 
These latexes have been designed for mixing With cement 
used for cementing oil Wells and are particularly stable 
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4 
against divalent ions. The conditions encountered in gypsum 
slurries are less severe than those in oil Well cementing, and so 
less ionic monomer may be acceptable When these polymers 
are used in the present invention as compared to oil Well 
cementing applications. 

Styrene butadiene latexes of particular utility in accor 
dance With the present invention are formed by emulsion 
polymerizing the monomers identi?ed in the folloWing Table 
1 in accordance With the general procedure described in the 
above-noted US. Pat. No. 6,184,287 (application Ser. No. 
09/237,512, ?led Jan. 26, 1999): 

TABLE 1 

Components of Styrene Butadiene Polymers Wt. % 

Example NaAMPS Styrene Butadiene HEAl Acrylo2 Results 

1 2.5 77.5 15 3 
2 2.5 67.5 15 3 10 
3 5.5 67.2 26 1.3 

lHydroxyethyl acrylate 
2Acrylonitrile 

The amount of styrene butadiene latex that should be incor 
porated into a gypsum slurry in accordance With the present 
invention can vary Widely, and essentially any amount can be 
used. From a practical standpoint, the amount of latex should 
be enough so that a noticeable decrease in density of product 
gypsum Wallboard can be achieved Without sacri?cing 
strength but not so much that the product Wallboard product 
becomes economically unattractive. In general, this means 
that the amount of latex added should be enough so that the 
styrene butadiene polymer is present in the product compo 
sition is about 0.1 to 10 Wt. %, based on the Weight ofcalcium 
sulfate hemihydrate in the composition. More typically, the 
amount of styrene butadiene polymer in the composition is 
0.25 to 5 Wt. %, and especially 0.5 to 1.5 Wt. %, based on the 
Weight of calcium sulfate hemihydrate in the composition. 
Gypsum slurries for manufacture of Wallboard typically 

contain various additional ingredients, as Well knoWn to those 
skilled in the art. Examples of such ingredients are accelera 
tors, starch, retarders, paper pulp and so forth. See the above 
noted Burke et al. patent, US. Pat. No. 5,879,825, especially 
Table I. Such components can also be included in the com 
positions produced in accordance With the present invention. 
The gyp sum-containing compositions of the present inven 

tion are used in the same Way as conventional gypsum slurries 
to manufacture gypsum Wallboard product. That is, they are 
deposited betWeen large sheets of paper or other material and 
alloWed the dry Whereby the calcium sulfate hemihydrate in 
the system rehydrates into the dihydrate, i.e. gypsum, thereby 
forming the completed Wallboard product. In commercial 
practice, the process is carried out in high volume using 
machines having traveling Webs Which rapidly move the 
inoipiently-formed product through ovens under precisely 
controlled heating conditions for removing exactly the right 
amount of Water. In this environment, it is desirable that the 
amount of Water in the starting gypsum slurry be controlled so 
that the Wallboard product is dried to the right amount When 
it leaves the oven. 

To this end, conventional gypsum slurries for making Wall 
board typically contain about 40 to 60 Wt. %, more typically 
about 48 to 55 Wt. % calcium sulfate hemihydrate and less 
than 60 Wt. %, more typically less than 50 Wt. % Water, based 
on the Weight of the composition. See Table I of the above 
noted Burke et al. patent. The gypsum slurries of the present 
invention may also contain the same amounts of calcium 
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sulfate hemihydrate and Water, especially When intended for 
use in making gypsum Wallboard in modern high speed 
equipment. 

In this connection, it should be appreciated mat the amount 
of Water Which a styrene butadiene styrene butadiene latex 
adds to a gypsum slurry in accordance With the present inven 
tion is essentially trivial When making Wallboard product 
under normal practice. This is because the amount of latex 
added Will typically be small, eg 5 Wt. % or less, and the 
amount of Water in this latex Will usually be less than 50 Wt. 
%. Also, less gypsum slurry is needed to make a Wallboard 
product of a given dimension, since its density is less, and 
hence less Water derived from the gypsum slurry is present in 
the inventive gypsum slurries in the ?rst place. This means 
that the net effect of including a styrene butadiene latex in a 
gypsum slurry in accordance With the present invention may 
actually be to reduce the overall Water content of the slurry by 
a slight amount for a Wallboard product of a given dimension. 
In any event, those skilled in the art can readily determine by 
routine experimentation the precise amount of calcium sul 
fate hemihydrate and Water to include in a particular embodi 
ment of the inventive gypsum slurries in order that it can be 
used Without problem in making gypsum Wallboard in mod 
ern high speed equipment. 

It should also be appreciated that the gypsum slurries of the 
present invention can be used in applications other than in 
making gypsum Wallboard. For example, the inventive gyp 
sum slurries can also be used in making molding plasters. In 
these applications, more or less Water than indicated above 
can be included in the composition depending on the particu 
lar application desired. Indeed, the only real upper limit on the 
Water content of the inventive gypsum slurry is that too much 
Water may make its viscosity too loW for practical application 
or may cause Water to separate out. Similarly, the only real 
loWer limit on the Water content is stoichiometricithat is, 
enough Water should be present to alloW substantially com 
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plete hydration of the calcium sulfate hemihydrate to the 
dihydrate form. Within these broad limits, those skilled in the 
art can readily determine by routine experimentation the pre 
cise amount of Water to use in a particular application. 

Although only a feW embodiments of the present invention 
have been described above, it should be appreciated that 
many modi?cations can be made Without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. All such modi?cations are 
intended to be included Within the scope of the present inven 
tion, Which is to be limited only by the folloWing claims. 

I claim: 
1. A latex composition, for use in making gypsum Wall 

board, including a polymer having a styrene block and com 
prising: 

about 4 to 70 Wt. % butadiene; 
about 20 to about 95 Wt. % styrene; and 
at least 0.25 Wt. % of an ionic monomer comprised of 

2-acrylamido-2-methyl propanesulfonic acid salt; 
Wherein said 2-acrylamido-2-methyl propanesulfonic acid 

salt is present predominantly Within the styrene block of 
said polymer. 

2. The latex according to claim 1, Wherein the latex is 
substantially stable against divalent ions. 

3. The latex according to claim 1, Wherein the latex is 
substantially free of surfactants that impart stability against 
divalent ions. 

4. The latex according to claim 1, Wherein the ratio of 
styrene to butadiene in the polymer is in the range of from 
about 10:1 to 1:1. 

5. The latex according to claim 1, Wherein the 2-acryla 
mido-2-methyl propanesulfonic acid salt is sodium 2-acryla 
mido-2-methyl propanesulfonic acid. 

6. The latex according to claim 1, Wherein said 2-acryla 
mido-2-methyl propanesulfonic acid salt is present only 
Within the styrene block of said polymer. 

* * * * * 


