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To all whom it may concern." 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM CARMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Nap 
anock, in the county of Ulster and State ofv 
New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Tool-Holders; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same; 
My invention relates to new and useful im~' 

- provements 1n knife structure, and more par 
4 ticularly to that class whereln a slngle handle 
is employed to alternately receive and retain 
a number of different bl,ades—such as knife 
blades, screw-drivers, gimlets, and the like— 
and my object'is to provide a device of this 
class which is cheap, durable, and e?icient. 
A further object is to provide means where 

by the blades may- be readily inserted into the 
handle or removed therefrom. Y 
A still further object is to provide means to 

automatically engage a blade when it is in~ 
serted into the handle and release the same 
therefrom when desired. 

Other objects and advantages will be here 
inafter made clearly apparent and pointed 
out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings I have 
shown the preferred form of my invention. 

In said drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation 
of my improved knife structure With one side 
of the frame removed therefrom and showing 
a knife-blade inserted therein. Fig. 2 is a 
perspective view of the handle with one side 
section and the blade-engaging member re_— 
moved; and Fig. 3 is a sectional view as seen 
from line 3 3, Fig. 1. 

Referring to the ?gures by numerals of ref 
erence, 1 is the main frame of my improved 
tool-holding handle, said frame being sub 
stantially L-shaped, to each side of which are 
secured plates 2, said plates being secured to 
the frame by means of suitable rivets or'the 
like 3. Secured to the plates 2 at their for 
ward end is an auxiliary frame-piece 4, said 
auxiliary frame also being secured between 
the plates 2 by means ofrivets 5, the forward 
end ofthe main frame 1 and the auxiliary 
frame 4 being spaced apart to form a way 6, 
through which is adapted tobe inserted the 
shank 7 of the blade to be used, and in this in 
stance I have shown the usual form of knife 
blade 8, although it will be understood that 
different forms of blades are to be used. The 

inner end of the shank 7 is provided with a 
notch 9, in which is adapted to take a detent 
10, carried by the forward end of a locking 
lever or arm 11, said arm being pivotally se 
cured between the side plates 2 by means of a 
rivet or the like 12. The extreme outer end 
of the locking-arm 11 is cut away to form a 
ledge 13, which is adapted to engage with the 
projecting end 14 of the frame member 1, 
thereby limiting the upward movement of 
this end of said locking~arm. The locking 
arm is also provided with a groove 15, in 
which is seated the end 16 of a controlling 
spring 17, the free end of said spring resting 

, upon the body of the frame 1, thereby insur 
ing pressure against one end of the locking 
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arm. The groove 15 and the end 16 of the , 
controlling-spring 17 are both preferably 
dovetailed to insure a more rigid connection 
therebetween. Portions of-the side plates 2 
are cut away to form alining depressions 18, 
thereby enabling the spring-controlled end of 
the locking-arm 11 to be more readily de 
pressed when it is desired to disengage the de 
tent from the notch in the shank of the blade. 

In operation the shank 7 of the blade 8 is 
inserted into the 'way 6 and directed in 
wardly until the detent 10 engages the notch 
9 in said shank, when the device is ready to be 
applied to use, and it will be seen that by this 
construction said blade will be securely held 
within the handle. When it is desired to re 
move the blade from the handle or to change 
the blade in use for a different blade, the user 
depresses the spring~controlled end of the 
locking~arm 11 by pressing thereon, thereby 
elevating the detent 10 and removing the 
same from engagement with the notch 9, 
when the blade may be readily removed 
from the handle and a new blade disposed 
therein. 
What I claim is— 
1. In a structure of the class described, the 

combination with a handle comprising a 
main frame section having a projecting end, 
side plates secured to said frame, an auxil 
iary frame~piece secured between said side 
plates, a locking-arm’ pivotally secured be 
tween said plates,'a detent at one end of said 
locking-arm, a ledge at the opposite end of 
said locking-arm, said locking-arm also hav 
ing a groove therein, a spring seated in said 
groove and having its opposite end disposed 
against the frame; of a blade, ashank inte 
gral. with said blade and having a notch 
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therein adapted to be engaged by the detent 
when the shank is inserted in'the way be 
tween the main frame and auxiliary frame. 

2. In a device of the class described, a han 
dle-section comprising a main frame, plates 
secured to said main frame, a projection upon 
said main frame, a locking-arm pivotally 
mounted between said plates, a ledge on said 
arm adapted to engage the projecting end of 
said main frame and limit the movement of 
said arm in one direction, a detent at one end. 
of said arm, and nteans at the opposite end to 
direct said detent into engagement with a 
blade. , 

3. In a device of the class described a han 
dle - section comprising a substantially 
L-shaped main frame, plates secured to said 
main frame, a projection upon said main 
frame, a locking~arm pivotally mounted be 
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tween said plates, a ledge on said arm adapt 
ed to engage the projecting end of said main 
frame and limit the upward‘ movement of 
said arm, a detent at the opposite end of said 
arm, a’ spring‘ disposed between said locking 
arm and main frame, said spring having one 
of its ends dovetailed to fit a dovetailed 
groove in said locking—arm, the free end of 
said spring “being directed against said main 
frame whereby tension will be exerted upon 
the locking-arm and the detent directed into 
engagement with a blade. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

WVILLIAM CARMAN. 
Witnesses: - 

LoUIs E. VERNON, 
HENRY A. DUTCHER. 
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