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To all whom if; may concern: 
Beit known that l, Charities K. BRAD 

FORD, of'L-ynniield, in the county of Essex 
and State of Massachusetts, have invented 
certain new and useful improvements in 
Platens for Type-“Traitors, of which the iol~ 
lowing is a speci?cation. 

This invention has tor its object to reduce 
to a minimum the noise and clatter caused 

- by the impact of ‘the printing characters of a 
type-writer against the paper supported by 
the platen. 
The invention consists in a type-writer 

platen having a face composed of resilient 
‘ hard-surfaced wear-resisting sections, prcf~ 
erably of thin tempered sheet metal, such as 
steel, and a ylelding‘noise-muf?ing backing 
for said sections supported by the body of 
the platen,- the said sections being independ 
ent of- each other to such an extent that the 
vibrations of each section will be absorbed by 
the yielding backing. ,» 

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a 
‘ art of this s eci?'cation Figure 1 re resents 7 D / 

a perspective view of a type-writer platen 
embodying my invention. \ Fig. 2 represents 
a transverse section of the'same. 
resents a longitudinal section. , - . 

The same numerals of reference indicate 
the same parts in all of the ?gures. 

In carrying out my invention I provide a 
‘ type-writer platen having a rigid body por 
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‘Ton, which may be of any suitable construc 
tion, the same being here shown as composed 
of a rigid metallic tube 12 and an enlarge 
ment 13, the said tube or enlargement being 
preferably formed by paper wound in a com 
pact roll upon the tube 12. i do not limit 
myself, however, to this construction and 
may construct the rigid body of the platen in 

' any other suitable way. 
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' the actin face of the platen, said face being 1 

14 represents a noise -mu?iing member, 
which is formed as a cover for the rigid body 
and may be composed of any suitable yield 
ing material, such as soft rubber, felt, or the 
usual composition of glue, glycerin, and mo 
lasses used for printers’ rolls. The meme 
ber 14 constitutes a support or backing for 

composev of strips or sections 15 15, of hard 
suri'aced resilient material, preferablysheet- . 
steel. The sections 15 are placed in close 

Fig. 3 rep 

proximity to each other, edge to edge, and 
are secured at their end portions to the 
platen in any suitable way, preferably by be 
ing attached by rivets 16 or otherwise to 
rigid , outwardly-projecting ‘end ?anges 17, 
ahixed to the rigid body of the platen. The 
sections 15 are of uniform width and are so 
arranged that the printing characters of the 
type-writer will strike each section when it is 
brought into operative position about mid 
way between its edges. I consider it prefer 
able to slightly separate the adjacent edges 
of the sections, so that they will not be in ac 
tual contact with each other. 
A platen constructed as above described 

does not possess the resonant qualities of the 
ordinary platen, so that the noise caused by 
the impact of the printing characters against 
the paper supported by the platen is very 
muchreduced. Hence the objectionable noise 
attending the operation of type-writers with 
ordinary platens is obviated. 

I do not limit myself to the details of con 
struction above described, as the construc 
tion may be variously modi?ed Without de 
parting from the spirit of my invention. 

1. A ‘type-writer platen having a face com 
posed of resilient, hard-surfaced, wear-resist 
ing sections with their ‘edges in close roxim 
ity, and a yielding, noise-mu?ling acking 
for said sections. 

2. A type-writer platen comprising a sec 
tional face of resilient, hard-surfaced, wear 
resisting material, the sections having their 
edges in close proximity, a rigid'body or 
tion, and a yielding, noise-mufiling bac ring 
interposed between the body and the sec 
tional face. ' 

.3. A type-writer platen comprising a rigid 
body having outwardly-pro'ecting ?anges at 
its end portions, resilient s est-metal strips 
attached at their ends to said ?anges, said 
stri s having their edges in close proximity, 
an a yielding, noise-mu?iing backing inter 
posed between the body and the said strips. 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my 
signature in presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLES K. BRADFORD. 
Witnesses: ' w 

' C. F. BROWN, ' 
E. BATOHELDER. 
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