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CORKSCREW WITH INTEGRAL 
INTELLIGENT THERMOMETER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is related to, and claims the bene?t of, the 
design patent application entitled “Cork ScreW With Integral 
Intelligent Thermometer”, ?led Oct. 2, 2003, bearing U.S. 
Ser. No. 29/191,195 and naming Debra Fogel Harris, the 
named inventor herein, as sole inventor, the contents of Which 
is speci?cally incorporated by reference herein in its entirety, 
and further claims the bene?t of, the provisional patent appli 
cation entitled “Cork ScreW With Integral Intelligent Ther 
mometer”, ?led Oct. 6, 2003, bearing U.S. Ser. No. 60/481, 
473 and naming Debra Fogel Harris, the named inventor 
herein, as sole inventor, the contents of Which is speci?cally 
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety, and further 
claims the bene?t of, the provisional patent application 
entitled “Cork ScreW With Integral Intelligent Thermometer”, 
?led Mar. 18, 2004, bearing U.S. Ser. No. 60/521,239 and 
naming Debra Fogel Harris, the named inventor herein, as 
sole inventor, the contents of Which is speci?cally incorpo 
rated by reference herein in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND 

1. Technical Field 
The present invention relates to Wine equipment. In par 

ticular, it relates to an intelligent cork screW Which has an 
integral temperature sensing device Which is used in combi 
nation With audio or video output devices to tell the user What 
the current temperature of the Wine is, and What Wines are 
appropriate for that particular temperature. The intelligent 
cork screW has several optional output methods Which 
include audio noti?cation and/or visual noti?cation. Further, 
it relates to methods of detecting bottle temperature using 
direct contact the reserve devices, or infrared measurement 
Which can be made at a distance from a Wine bottle. 

2. Background Art 
There is a large segment of the population Who enjoy Wine 

on a regular basis With meals, and at social occasions. To best 
enjoy a particular type of Wine should be served Within a 
temperature range suitable for that Wine. For example, spar 
kling lines such as champagne are typically served cold, 
White Wines are typically served slightly Warmer sparkling 
Wines, red Wines are served Warmer than White Wines, and 
special Wines such as sherry or port are served Warmer than 
red Wines. 
A disadvantage associated With the enjoyment of Wine is 

that the consumer may not knoW the proper temperature for 
the particular Wine the consumer plans to drink that evening. 
Wine producers have attempted to assist consumers by print 
ing the best temperature on Wine labels. This simple step 
makes available to the consumer the correct temperature for 
consumption, but the consumer must still determine What the 
actual temperature of the Wine is. 
One attempt to improve upon the mere listing of the correct 

temperature has been to adhere a thermal strip thermometer to 
the side of the Wine bottle. This alloWs a direct readout of the 
temperature of the Wine. While this approach is convenient 
When preparing to drink the Wine, it also has several disad 
vantages. One such disadvantage is the cost associated With 
attaching the thermal strip thermometer to the side of the Wine 
bottle Which is then discarded With the bottle. An additional 
disadvantage to this approach is that either the manufacturer, 
the merchant, or the consumer must bear the time, effort and 
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2 
expense involved With purchasing, stocking, and applying the 
thermal strip thermometers. It Would be desirable to have a 
convenient and reusable method of determining the tempera 
ture of the Wine prior to consumption. 

It Would also be desirable to provide a convenient and 
entertaining method of informing the consumer that the Wine 
is at the correct temperature. By having a temperature indi 
cation system Which Was entertaining, consumers Would be 
more likely to use it. In addition, the user Would receive 
greater enjoyment from the Wine by receiving training in What 
the proper temperature of that particular Wine should be. 
A problem associated With prior art methods of measuring 

Wine temperature is that prior art devices typically require 
that the measurement device inserted into the Wine. Of 
course, this is an undesirable method of measuring tempera 
ture because the measurement device comes in contact With 
the Wine and requires that the cork seal be broken. In the event 
that the Wine is not at the desired temperature, the Wine tastes 
may be affected. It Would be desirable to have a method of 
measuring Wine temperature Without breaking the seal on the 
Wine bottle. 

It Would be desirable to have a method of measuring When 
the temperature is optimal by contacting the outside of the 
Wine bottle, or alternatively, measuring the temperature of the 
Wine inside the bottle Without making any contact With the 
bottle. 

While addressing the basic desirability of drinking Wine at 
the proper temperature, the prior art has failed to provide a 
convenient reusable device Which is inexpensive to manufac 
ture, provides a variety of information to the consumer, 
encourages its use, and provides entertainment to the con 
sumer When it is used, and alloWs an individual to ascertain 
the temperature of the Wine inside the bottle Without breaking 
the seal or opening the bottle. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention solves the foregoing problems by 
providing an intelligent cork screW device Which determines 
the temperature of the bottle. The intelligent cork screW then 
provides information to the consumer related to the Wine. In 
a preferred embodiment, the cork screW provides a tempera 
ture readout. Alternative embodiments include temperature 
gauges Which are marked to indicate the Wines Which are 
appropriate for that temperature. Other alternative embodi 
ment’s provide entertainment features such as voice or other 
audio indications related to the temperature. Still other 
embodiments include visual indication such as lamps Which 
indicate What type of Wine Would be proper for the tempera 
ture of the bottle being measured. The cork screW can use 
thermal measurement of the exterior of the Wine bottle, or 
alternatively, the actual screW Which penetrates the Wine cork 
can be used as a temperature probe. 

This invention provides a cork screW that is structured in 
the form of a Waiter’s corkscreW, Which has a temperature 
sensor built into the lever arm that is used to press against the 
bottle When the cork is extracted. 

The corkscreW can determine temperature using a ther 
mistor device Which is placed in contact With the surface of 
the Wine bottle, or With an infrared temperature sensor Which 
can measure the Wine temperature inside of the bottle Without 
breaking the seal of the bottle. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front vieW of a preferred embodiment of the 
CorkscreW With Integral Intelligent Thermometer in the 
closed position. 



US 8,235,591 B2 
3 

FIG. 2 is a rear view of a preferred embodiment of the 
Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Thermometer in the 
closed position. 

FIG. 3 is a right side view of a preferred embodiment of the 
Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Thermometer in the 
closed position. 

FIG. 4 is a left side view of a preferred embodiment of the 
Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Thermometer in the 
closed position. 

FIG. 5 is a front side view of a preferred embodiment of the 
Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Thermometer with the 
corkscrew, and the lever arm with integral thermometer, in the 
open position. 

FIG. 6 is a right side view of a preferred embodiment of the 
Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Thermometer with the 
corkscrew, and the lever arm with integral thermometer, in the 
open position. The lever arm with integral thermometer is 
shown touching a bottle to measure the temperature. The 
bottle is not part of the design. 

FIG. 7 is a left side view of a preferred embodiment of the 
Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Thermometer with the 
corkscrew, and the lever arm with integral thermometer, in the 
closed position, and the cutting blade in the open position. 

FIG. 8 is a distal end view of a preferred embodiment of the 
Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Thermometer. 

FIG. 9 is a proximal end view of a preferred embodiment of 
the Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Thermometer. 

FIG. 10 is a front side view of an alternative preferred 
embodiment of the Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Ther 
mometer. This embodiment does not have a recording option. 

FIG. 11 is a front side view of another alternative preferred 
embodiment of the Corkscrew with Integral Intelligent Ther 
mometer. This embodiment does not have a recording option 
of a speaker option. 

FIG. 12 is a front side view of another alternative embodi 
ment which eliminates the optional audio components, and 
the optional bottle cap remover. The temperature sensor is 
located on the body of the corkscrew rather than the lever arm. 

FIG. 13 is a rear side view of the alternative embodiment of 
FIG. 12 which eliminates the optional magnet, and the 
optional bottle cap remover. The temperature sensor is 
located on the body of the corkscrew rather than the lever arm. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

This speci?cation incorporates by reference the material in 
Us. Pat. No. 6,536,306. 

Prior to a detailed discussion of the ?gures, a general 
overview of the features and advantages of the invention will 
be presented. In particular, a discussion of the advantages of 
infrared technology when measuring when temperature 
within the bottle without breaking the seal of the wine bottle. 
The present invention provides the ability to measure wine 
temperature from outside the wine bottle while giving an 
accurate reading of the wine inside the sealed bottle. It has 
been found that infrared (IR) technology can be used for this 
purpose, providing that speci?c frequencies and steps are 
used. 

Infrared will read surface temperature when measuring 
glass. In addition, the thickness of the walls of a wine glass 
bottle varies, because it is non controllable when the glass 
bottle is blown. Approximately half way down the middle it 
forms a subtle wave. You can see this more easily in green 
bottles. The glass is also usually thicker at the bottom of the 
bottle. The process is the same for bottles of all color includ 
ing clear bottles. 
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4 
Bottle sides typically range as follows: 
50”’ of an inch to 
150th of an inch. 
Inches to m are: 

0.05:1 .270 mm 
0.l5:3.8l0 mm 

Champagne bottles are the thickest at approximately 0.25 
in. When a bottle at ambient temperature (70 F) is chilled in 
cold water (55 F), ?rst the glass will cool. Because heat ?ows 
toward cold, the glass draws the heat out of the liquid in the 
bottle, and the liquid will equaliZe with the bottle tempera 
ture. Due to the thermal conductivity of glass, it will typically 
take approximately 5 minutes for the temperature equaliZa 
tion to occur. Temperature can also be measured by using 
time. Every material has radiation temperature, heat or lack of 
heat. Heat transfers are an effective way to measure tempera 
ture. Heat transfer, between ice and the bottle are faster than 
air to bottle due to the higher density of the ice. By using the 
heat transfer times, an IR radiometer can be used to compute 
the temperature of a sealed bottle of wine. 

Test measurements were obtained using several sealed 
bottles of wine that were chilled with varying methods and to 
speci?c predetermined temperatures. The test used the out 
side of the wine bottles at indicated points over a period of 
charted time. When the bottle reached optimal drinking tem 
perature the bottle was then opened and wine was poured into 
a glass. Using a liquid thermometer to measure wine would 
determine if the IR readings taken outside of the bottle were 
consistent with the true temperature of the wine inside. Test 
ing the wine inside the glass with liquid thermometer, using 
IR outside the glass as well as IRpointed at the wine inside the 
glass was successful in displaying consistent and accurate 
temperature. The liquid was the same temperature as in the 
bottle within a few degrees or less. The central portion of the 
bottle was found to be the most accurate measurement loca 
tion. This is because the central portion of the bottle has the 
greatest mass of liquid and is less susceptible to temperature 
?uctuations which would occur in narrow channels, such as 
the neck of the bottle. 

In summary, if IR frequencies suitable for measuring the 
temperature of glass are used; IR will allow the temperature 
sensor to detect an accurate reading of the temperature inside 
a sealed bottle of wine, by measuring the temperature outside 
the bottle. This is a signi?cant improvement over the prior art 
in that the temperature can be determined without disturbing 
the contents of the wine bottle or breaking the seal. When the 
temperature reaches optimal drinking temperature for 
selected wine the user can be noti?ed in any convenient 
manner, such as with a recorded message or indicator lamp. 
The temperature sensor can also be used after the bottle is 
opened and wine is poured by pointing at the wine left inside 
the bottle to see if it needs to be placed back into the ice 
bucket. Preferably, the IR thermometer can indicate the 
detected temperature in both Fahrenheit and Celsius. 
The average temperature for a wine cellar should be 55 

degrees plus or minus a few degrees (e.g., 53-57 degrees 
Fahrenheit) all wines, reds, whites, ports, etc., can be stored at 
this temperature. In contrast, the average temperature setting 
for a refrigerator is typically set to 36-42 degrees Fahrenheit. 
As a result, an individual will typically not drink wine imme 
diately after taking the wine bottle out of the refrigerator. 
Rather, it is allowed to warm up to the proper drinking tem 
perature. The ability to measure the wine temperature inside 
the bottle allows the user to delay opening the bottle and the 
wine is actually ready to drink. 
When comparing wine at various temperatures, the follow 

ing observations can be made: 
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At 34 degreesistraight from the ice bucket. At 34 degrees, 
the Wine loses complexity and is too cold. In fact, it Will 
usually taste like a cold fruit concentrate. 

At 54 degreesifrom a Wine cooler set to chill White Wine 
at 54 degrees, or at 60 degreesia chilled bottle set out for 
about an hour. Wine is most enjoyable When served at a 
temperature betWeen 54 to 60 degrees. 

At 72 degreesiroom temperature. At this temperature, the 
Wine is to Warm to be enjoyed. 

Care should be taken not to Warm Wine up too much, 
because there is a point of no return. In particular, you can’t 
re-chill Wine When it is in the glass. 

To let a Wine “breathe” is to expose it to air. HoWever, this 
may change the ?avor of a Wine, but not necessarily for the 
better. The theory is that air can melloW the tannic or astrin 
gent quality in some types of Wines. Typically, age is What 
melloWs these ?avors. The only Wine that really needs to 
breathe are “dry reds” that are meant to be aged for many 
years before serving. Knowing What the temperature is inside 
the bottle provides the user With the ability to better control 
the amount of time they Want the Wine to breathe. 

IR can be effective and accurate providing that particular 
frequency bands are used. Test results indicate that frequency 
speci?c IR sensors Will provide an accurate reading of Wine 
inside the bottle. It can also provide the user With a personal 
choice of alloWing aged Wine to breathe. 

Referring to FIG. 1, this ?gure shoWs a front side vieW of a 
preferred embodiment of the corkscreW 1 is shoWn Which has 
a temperature sensor 2 attached to the end of the lift lever 
extension 4 on the lift lever 3. The lift lever 3 is attached via 
pivot pin 5 to handle 8. A bottle opener 8 is located on the 
proximal end of the corkscrew 1, and a cutting blade 7 is 
located on the side edge of corkscreW 1. The cork removal 
screW 9 is shoWn in the folded position. A start button 10 is 
used to activate the battery operated device. Select button 11 
is used in conjunction With play and record buttons 12 and 13 
to control recording and playback of messages. Messages are 
recorded With microphone 14 and playedback via speaker 16. 
LED indicators 15 are activated, based on the bottle tempera 
ture sensed by temperature sensor 2 to indicate the appropri 
ate Wine for that temperature. The corkscreW 1 can also play 
an audio message describing the correct temperature for a 
given Wine. 

In the preferred embodiment, the temperature sensor 2 uses 
infrared technology to sense the temperature of the Wine in 
the bottle. HoWever, those skilled in the art Will recogniZe that 
any suitable technology can be used. For example, ther 
mistors can be substituted for the infrared temperature sen 
sors 2 used in the preferred embodiment. 

In FIG. 2, the rear side of the preferred embodiment of FIG. 
1 is shoWn. This ?gure illustrates a magnet 17 Which alloWs 
the device to be held by a metal surface, such as a refrigerator 
door. 

FIG. 3 is a right side vieW of a preferred embodiment of the 
corkscreW 1 With Integral Intelligent Thermometer in the 
closed position. 

FIG. 4 is a left side vieW of a preferred embodiment of the 
corkscreW 1 With Integral Intelligent Thermometer in the 
closed position. 

FIG. 5 is a front side vieW of a preferred embodiment of the 
corkscreW 1 With Integral Intelligent Thermometer With the 
corkscreW, and the lever arm 4 With integral thermometer 2, in 
the open position. 

FIG. 6 is a right side vieW of a preferred embodiment of the 
corkscreW 1 With Integral Intelligent Thermometer With the 
corkscreW 1, and the lever arm 4 With integral temperature 
sensor 2, in the open position. The lever arm 4 With integral 
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6 
temperature sensor 2 is shoWn touching a bottle 18 to measure 
the temperature. The bottle 18 is not part of the design. 

FIG. 7 is a left side vieW of a preferred embodiment of the 
corkscreW 1 With Integral Intelligent Thermometer With the 
corkscreW 1, and the lever arm With integral temperature 
sensor 2, in the closed position, and the cutting blade in the 
open position. 

FIG. 8 is a distal end vieW of a preferred embodiment of the 
corkscreW With Integral Intelligent Thermometer. 

FIG. 9 is a proximal end vieW of a preferred embodiment of 
the corkscreW With Integral Intelligent Thermometer. 

FIG. 10 is a front side vieW of an alternative preferred 
embodiment of the corkscreW With Integral Intelligent Ther 
mometer. This embodiment does not have a recording option. 
In addition, this embodiment also shoWs an infrared tempera 
ture sensor 2 that is mounted on the end of the corkscreW 1.An 
advantage of this embodiment is that it alloWs Wine tempera 
ture to be measured Without having the corkscreW 1 come in 
contact With a bottle. Further, it alloWs the Wine temperature 
to be measured Without breaking the seal of the Wine bottle, 
thereby avoiding any potential degradation to the Wine. 
The use of infrared technology to measure Wine tempera 

ture Without physical contact With the Wine bottle Works as 
folloWs in regard to the measurement of Wine temperature. 
When the user presses the start button 10, the temperature 
sensor 2 is activated. By holding a corkscreW 1 toWard the 
body of the Wine bottle 18, the temperature of the Wine inside 
the bottle can be measured providing that the IR frequency is 
properly set. As a result, the user can Wait until just the right 
moment to uncork the Wine bottle 18. 

Those skilled in the art Will recogniZe that While the tem 
perature sensor 2 is illustrated as an integral component of 
corkscreW 1, it can also be implemented as a standalone 
device separate and apart from a corkscreW 1. 

FIG. 11 is a front side vieW of another alternative preferred 
embodiment of the corkscreW With Integral Intelligent Ther 
mometer. This embodiment does not have a recording option 
or a speaker option. 

FIG. 12 is a front side vieW of another alternative embodi 
ment Which eliminates the optional audio components, and 
the optional bottle cap remover 6. The temperature sensor 2 is 
located on the body of the corkscreW rather than the lever arm 
4. Those skilled in the art Will recogniZe that location of the 
temperature sensor is not critical and may be placed in any 
convenient spot. LikeWise, as discussed above regard to the 
previous embodiments, the temperature sensor 2 can be any 
suitable technology such as an infrared sensor, a thermistor, 
etc. 

FIG. 13 is a rear side vieW of the alternative embodiment of 
FIG. 12 Which eliminates the optional magnet 17, and the 
optional bottle cap remover 6. The temperature sensor 2 is 
located on the body of the corkscreW rather than on the lever 
arm. 

While the invention has been described With respect to 
preferred embodiment thereof, it Will be understood by those 
skilled in the art that various changes in detail may be made 
therein Without departing from the spirit, scope, and teaching 
of the invention. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. An intelligent corkscreW for use With corked bottles, 

comprising: 
a cork removal screW pivotally attached to the corkscreW; 
an infrared temperature sensor in the corkscreW to detect 

the temperature of the bottle; 
means to output the detected temperature of the bottle prior 

to removal of the cork; and 
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a lift lever pivotally attached to the corkscrew, the lift lever incorporating the infrared temperature sensor into a lever 
having a lift lever extension, the infrared temperature arm of a corkscrew, such that the temperature of a corked 
sensor is mounted on the lift lever extension such that the bottle iS automatically measured When the COrkSCreW iS 
infrared temperature sensor contacts the corked bottle Placed in Position to remove the Cork; and 
When the lift lever is in contact With the corked bottle. 5 outputting the measured temperature Without uhseahhg the 

2. A method of measuring liquid temperature inside a bottle bott1e~ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

prior tO unseahng the bottle, including the Steps of: 3. A method, as 1n cla1m 2, including add1t1onal step of: 

momentarily disposing an infrared temperature sensor in a gslgg a bo??g cofmammg Wm?‘ _ d _ ,d 
proximate, spaced relation to the bottle, the infrared ' met 0 . O measunpg lqul temperanlre msl e a 

. . - - 10 corked bottle pnor to unseal1ng the bottle, 1nclud1ng the steps temperature sensor us1ng 1nfrared frequenc1es hav1ng 
Wavelengths of approximately 0.7 to 0.4 microns such of. . . . 

. . . 1ncorporat1ng an 1nfrared temperature sensor into a lever 
that the 1nfrared frequencies passed through the exterior 

11 f h b 1 d h f h arm of a corkscreW, such that the temperature of the 
Wa O t e on e an measure t e temperature 0 t e bottle is measured When the corkscreW is placed in posi 
bottle’s contents; 15 _ _ _ tion to remove the cork; and 

pointing the 1nfrared temperature sensor at the bottle and outputting the measured temperature‘ 
using the infrared temperature sensor to measure tem 
perature of liquid inside the bottle; * * * * * 


