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RESOURCE IDENTIFIER BASED ACCESS 
CONTROL IN AN ENTERPRISE NETWORK 

RELATED APPLICATION 

The present application is related to US. patent applica 
tions Ser. No. 11/294,961, ?led Dec. 6, 2005 in the name of 
inventors A. W. Raphael et al. and entitled “Secure Gateway 
with Alarm Manager and Support for Inbound Federated 
Identity,” and Ser. No. 11/444,861, ?led Jun. 1, 2006 in the 
name of inventors C. Chu et al. and entitled “Alarm-Driven 
Access Control in an Enterprise Network,” both of which are 
commonly assigned herewith and incorporated by reference 
herein. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates generally to the ?eld of communica 
tion systems, and more particularly to techniques used to 
control access to internal resources of enterprise networks 
from external servers and other devices. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Conventional techniques for controlling access to internal 
resources of enterprise networks from external servers and 
other devices may involve, for example, the use of secure 
sockets layer (SSL) virtual private network (V PN) gateways 
or other types of secure gateways. 
A typical conventional SSL VPN gateway is con?gured to 

provide browser-based access to the internal resources of an 
enterprise network. Such internal resources may comprise 
servers, computers or other processing devices, from many 
different vendors, and running a wide variety of different 
protocols. Inbound transactions directed to the gateway are 
generally initiated using standard protocols such as hypertext 
transfer protocol (HTTP) or HTTP secure sockets (HTTPS). 
In a typical con?guration, an SSLVPN gateway may not itself 
be a ?rewall, but may instead be located within the enterprise 
behind the ?rewall. 

Examples of conventional SSL VPN gateways include the 
SA 700, SA 2000, SA 4000, SA 6000 and SA 6000 SP 
products commercially available from Juniper Networks, Inc. 
of Sunnyvale, Calif., USA, the EX-2500, EX-1500 and 
EX-750 products commercially available from Aventail 
Corp. of Seattle, Wash., USA, and the Permeo Base5 product 
commercially available from Permeo Technologies, Inc. of 
Austin, Tex., USA. 
A signi?cant drawback associated with conventional VPN 

gateways of the type listed above is that it can be dif?cult to 
handle alarms generated by internal resources of the enter 
prise. Such resources often comprise products from multiple 
vendors. Each vendor may have an external service provider 
that provides customer support for the products of that ven 
dor. A given service provider may comprise, for example, 
technicians and expert systems that can process the alarms to 
resolve whatever problems may exist in the corresponding 
vendor products. Exemplary expert systems that may be used 
to process alarms are described in US. patent application Ser. 
No. 10/939,694, ?led Sep. 13, 2004 in the name of inventors 
S. Ganesh et al. and entitled “Distributed Expert System for 
Automated Problem Resolution in a Communication Sys 
tem,” which is commonly assigned herewith and incorporated 
by reference herein. 

Generally, the conventional SSL VPN gateways are not 
con?gured to deliver alarms from multi-vendor products that 
are part of an enterprise network behind the ?rewall to their 
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2 
associated external service providers outside of the ?rewall, 
or to allow the service providers access to the products that 
generated the alarms. In many cases, a customer may have to 
call the service provider in order to let them know of a prob 
lem that has resulted in an alarm. The customer would then 
have to provide explicit authoriZation to allow a technician or 
expert system of the service provider to gain access to the 
product in order to resolve the problem. 

Also, conventional SSL VPN gateways are typically 
designed to authenticate single users. It is impractical to 
authenticate the hundreds or even thousands of technicians 
that may be associated with the service providers that support 
the various multi-vendor products in a given enterprise. Ser 
vice provider technicians may have to use hardware tokens or 
other similar mechanisms to obtain access to an enterprise 
network, and each service provider technician would have to 
use different sets of hardware tokens for each customer, 
which is impractical and expensive. Moreover, authenticating 
large pools of multi-vendor service provider technicians can 
place an excessive burden on the administration, authoriza 
tion and authentication (AAA) server of a given enterprise, 
which is clearly undesirable. 
The above-cited US. patent application Ser. No. 11/294, 

961 discloses an improved SSL VPN gateway or other type of 
secure gateway which can provide more e?icient handling of 
alarms from multi-vendor products that are part of the internal 
resources of an enterprise network. 

In an illustrative embodiment, an SSL VPN gateway com 
prises an alarm manager and provides support for inbound 
federated identity. The alarm manager receives an alarm from 
a vendor product that is part of a set of internal resources of 
the enterprise network, and routes the alarm to an external 
service provider for processing. The gateway receives from 
the service provider, responsive to the alarm, a federated 
identity which encompasses a plurality of technicians, expert 
systems or other servicing elements of the service provider. 
The gateway may grant one or more particular servicing 
elements of the service provider access to the alarm-generat 
ing vendor product based on the federated identity. 
The above-cited US. patent application Ser. No. 11/444, 

861 discloses an alarm-driven access control approach in 
which an alarm access controller is operative to control access 
to an enterprise network of a communication system respon 
sive to alarms generated by products that are part of a set of 
internal resources of the enterprise network. The alarm access 
controller is con?gured to receive an alarm from one of the 
products, to identify an external service provider for handling 
the alarm, and to provide temporary authenticated access of 
the service provider to the product. 

Notwithstanding the considerable advantages provided by 
the techniques disclosed in the above-cited patent applica 
tions, a need remains for additional improvements, particu 
larly with regard to further reducing implementation co st. For 
example, it would be desirable if alarm access control could 
be provided in a manner that avoids the need for a secure 
gateway or alarm access controller within the enterprise net 
work. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention in an illustrative embodiment pro 
vides a resource identi?er based access control approach 
which does not require the use of a secure gateway or alarm 
access controller within the enterprise network. This advan 
tageously reduces the costs associated with alarm access con 
trol in the enterprise network. 
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In one aspect of the invention, an entry in an authentication 
database of an enterprise network is activated responsive to 
generation of an alarm by a corresponding product that is part 
of a set of internal resources of the enterprise network. A 
dynamic uniform resource locator (URL) or other type of 
resource identi?er based on the activated entry is supplied to 
an external service provider associated with the product. The 
external service provider is granted access to the product 
responsive to submission of the resource identi?er by the 
service provider. 

In an illustrative embodiment, the external service provider 
comprises a technician device, such as a computer or mobile 
communications device equipped with a browser, and the 
browser is operative to utiliZe the resource identi?er to obtain 
access to the product. The resource identi?er may have an 
associated user name and password which may be entered by 
the technician via the browser on the technician device. 

The user entry may comprise a VPN user entry that is 
created upon installation of the product in the enterprise net 
work but is normally in a deactivated state. Activation of such 
an entry indicates an authoriZed user of a VPN through which 
the product is accessible. 

The resource identi?er may be supplied from the enterprise 
network to a ticketing system of the external service provider, 
preferably in encrypted form. For example, the resource iden 
ti?er may be encrypted using a public key of the product, with 
the external service provider having a corresponding private 
key for decrypting the encrypted resource identi?er. The tick 
eting system of the external service provider generates a 
ticket for servicing the alarm and sends the ticket to a tech 
nician device along with the resource identi?er. 

After the alarm has been processed by the external service 
provider, the corresponding entry in the authentication data 
base is deactivated, but remains available for subsequent re 
activation in the event another alarm is generated by the same 
product. 

The resource identi?er may be a single-use URL which is 
disabled after a single access by the external service provider 
to the product. Duration, number of accesses or other char 
acteristics of the resource identi?er may also be speci?ed. 

These and other features and advantages of the present 
invention will become more readily apparent from the fol 
lowing drawings and detailed description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary communication system with 
resource identi?er based alarm access control in accordance 
with an illustrative embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a simpli?ed block diagram showing one possible 
implementation of a given processing element of the FIG. 1 
system. 

FIG. 3 is a ?ow diagram showing one example of a resource 
identi?er based alarm access control process that may be 
implemented in the FIG. 1 system in the illustrative embodi 
ment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The invention will be described below in conjunction with 
an exemplary communication system comprising an enter 
prise network having a plurality of servers, computers or 
other processing elements. It should be understood, however, 
that the invention is not limited to use with any particular type 
of communication system or any particular con?guration of 
servers, computers or other processing elements of the sys 
tem. Those skilled in the art will recogniZe that the disclosed 
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4 
techniques may be used in any communication system appli 
cation in which it is desirable to provide improved access 
responsive to internal alarms. 

FIG. 1 shows an example of a communication system 100 
in accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the inven 
tion. The system 100 comprises a customer site 102 which is 
coupled to an external network 104. The customer site 102 
comprises an enterprise network that is separated from the 
network 104 via a ?rewall 106. The enterprise network in this 
embodiment comprises one or more network segments 108, 
which may comprise local area network (LAN) segments, 
wide area network (WAN) segments, or other network seg 
ments, or portions thereof, in any combination. The one or 
more network segments 108 are coupled to a gateway 120. 
The gateway 120 may comprise, for example, aVPN gate 

way that utiliZes otherwise conventional VPN tunnels. Such a 
VPN gateway may incorporate one or more features of an 
SSL VPN gateway or other secure gateway of the type 
described in the above-cited US. patent application Ser. No. 
11/294,961, although the present invention does not require 
such features. As another example, the gateway 120 may 
comprise a service provider gateway providing external ser 
vice provider access via HTTPS. Such a service provider 
gateway may be con?gured to terminate or otherwise process 
HTTPS requests in a conventional manner. In still other 
embodiments, the gateway 120 may be replaced with a con 
ventional router or other type of network switching element. 

Although not shown in the ?gure, one or more support 
servers may be coupled to the gateway 120. Such support 
servers may comprise, for example, a network management 
system (NMS) server, anAAA server, a system log (Syslog) 
server, etc. These various servers may be implemented in a 
single computer or other processing element, or each may 
comprise a separate, stand-alone processing element or a set 
of such elements. 

Also coupled to the one or more network segments 108 is 
an authentication database 122. This database may be part of 
a larger authentication system, not speci?cally shown, which 
may itself comprise one or more otherwise conventional serv 
ers such as the above-notedAAA server. The manner in which 

the authentication database operates will be described in 
greater detail below with reference to the ?ow diagram of 
FIG. 3. 
The enterprise network in the present embodiment further 

comprises one or more servers or other processing elements 
126 and 128. Elements 126 represent computers, servers or 
other processing elements that are products of a particular 
vendor denoted as Vendor A. Similarly, elements 128 repre 
sent computers, servers or other processing elements that are 
products of a particular vendor denoted as Vendor B. In the 
present embodiment, such Vendor A or Vendor B products 
may further comprise, for example, so-called adjunct prod 
ucts that are not manufactured or otherwise supplied by 
respective Vendor A or Vendor B, but are supported by that 
vendor. 
The term “product” as used herein is intended to be con 

strued broadly so as to encompass, by way of example, com 
puters, servers or other processing elements as noted above. 
Such other processing elements may comprise, for example, 
switches, gateways, routers, ?rewalls, etc.A given processing 
element may be, for example, a self-contained piece of equip 
ment, a component of such a piece of equipment, or a com 
bination of multiple such pieces of equipment, and may com 
prise software, hardware and/ or ?rmware in any combination. 

Although not explicitly shown in this example, additional 
products that are the products of the customer itself, or of 
numerous other vendors, may also be part of the enterprise 
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network. As another example, all or substantially all of the 
products Within a given enterprise netWork may be products 
of only a single vendor. Many other arrangements of products 
Within an enterprise netWork are possible in a given embodi 
ment of the invention. 

The enterprise netWork associated With customer site 102 
in the present embodiment thus has internal resources com 
prising multi-vendor products 126 and 128. The products 126 
and 128 are coupled to the one or more enterprise netWork 
segments 108 as shoWn. 

It should be noted that the term “customer” as used in the 
context of the illustrative embodiment refers to an enterprise 
that purchases or otherWise obtains products 126 and 128 
from respective vendorsA and B, and that may also use one or 
more of its oWn products, as Well as products from other 
vendors. Thus, the entity denoted as the customer in this 
embodiment is a customer of at least the vendors A and B. It 
is to be appreciated that the invention does not require such a 
customer arrangement, but is more generally applicable to 
any business, organiZation or other enterprise that has internal 
resources for Which external access is controlled responsive 
to generated alarms as described herein. 

Also, it is to be appreciated that a given processing element 
of the system 100 may itself comprise multiple vendor prod 
ucts. Thus, a given vendor product, as that term is used herein, 
may comprise, for example, a particular portion of a given 
processing element, such as a software program running on 
that element, a hardWare component of that element, etc. 

The various devices of the customer site 102 need not all be 
at the same physical facility location. For example, the site 
may be a distributed site, With certain of the devices being 
located at different physical facilities. 

The external netWork 104 in this embodiment may repre 
sent, for example, a netWork supporting Internet and Frame 
Relay protocols, although other protocols can of course be 
utiliZed in implementing the invention. A given external or 
enterprise netWork in an embodiment of the invention may 
comprise, by Way of example, a global communication net 
Work such as the Internet, an intranet, an extranet, a LAN, a 
WAN, a metropolitan area netWork (MAN), a Wireless cellu 
lar netWork, or a satellite netWork, as Well as portions or 
combinations of these or other Wired or Wireless communi 
cation netWorks. Implementation of the present invention 
thus does not require any particular type of netWork or set of 
netWorks. 

The external netWork 104 is coupled to service provider 
150 associated With VendorA. The service provider 150 may 
also be referred to herein as a third-party service provider, 
since it may constitute entities that are separate from the 
customer or the product vendors. HoWever, the invention does 
not require any particular relationship among the customer, 
service providers and vendors, and the techniques described 
herein can be adapted in a straightforWard manner for appli 
cation to other types of entities. 

Service provider 150 comprises a ?reWall 152 behind 
Which are located aVendorA ticketing system 154 and one or 
more Vendor A technician devices 156. The service provider 
may also comprise other elements, such as one or more expert 
systems of the type described in the above-cited U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 10/939,694. Also assumed to be part of 
the service provider 150 in the present embodiment are 
remote Vendor A technician devices 158, Which are directly 
coupled to netWork 104. The technician devices 156 and 158 
may comprise, for example, computers, mobile communica 
tions devices, etc. Which may be used to alloW technicians to 
communicate With customer site 102. As another example, 
one or more of the technician devices 156 and 158 may 
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6 
comprise SSL client devices of a remote customer technician, 
coupled to the external netWork 104 via respective SSL 
VPNs. 
As Will be described in greater detail beloW, the service 

provider 150 is con?gured to respond to alarms generated by 
the VendorA products 126, by accessing said products via the 
router 120 using resource identi?ers supplied by the authen 
tication database or an associated authentication system of 
enterprise netWork 102. The access may be made by one of 
the associated technician devices 156 or 158, using informa 
tion supplied by the VendorA ticketing system 154, as Will be 
described. 

Although not shoWn in the ?gure, a similar service provider 
con?guration may be provided for Vendor B, comprising, by 
Way of example, Vendor B technician devices and a Vendor B 
ticketing system. A given Vendor B technician device may be 
located behind a Vendor B ?reWall, or may be directly con 
nected to the netWork 104. 

Such service providers may each have a corresponding 
federated identity associated thereWith, as described in the 
above-cited U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/294,961. It is 
to be appreciated, hoWever, that federated identity is not a 
requirement of the invention, and need not be used in a given 
embodiment. 
The devices 120,122,126,128,154,156 and 158 ofsystem 

100 are examples of What are more generally referred to 
herein as “processing elements.” 

FIG. 2 shoWs a simpli?ed block diagram of one possible 
implementation of a given processing element 200 of the FIG. 
1 system. The processing element 200 may correspond, by 
Way of example, to the gateWay 120, to the authentication 
database 122, to one of the products 126 or 128, or to an 
element of service provider 150, such as ticketing system 154 
or technician devices 156 or 158. Generally, any such pro 
cessing element comprises a processor 202 coupled to a 
memory 204 and one or more netWork interfaces 206. The 
techniques of the present invention may be implemented at 
least in part in the form of softWare storable in the memory 
204 and executable by the processor 202. The memory 204 
may represent random access memory (RAM), read-only 
memory (ROM), optical or magnetic disk-based storage, or 
other storage elements, as Well as portions or combinations 
thereof. 

Those skilled in the art Will recogniZe that the individual 
components of FIG. 2 as shoWn for illustrative purposes may 
be combined into or distributed across one or more processing 

devices, e.g., a microprocessor, an application-speci?c inte 
grated circuit (ASIC), a computer or other device(s). 

In addition, depending on Which of the system devices it 
implements, the processing element 200 may further include 
additional components that are not shoWn in the ?gure but are 
typically associated With such a device. For example, a given 
processing element 200 implementing one or more of devices 
120, 122, 126 or 128 may comprise, for example, additional 
components commonly associated With an otherWise conven 
tional computer, a server, a set of servers, etc. As another 
example, a given processing element 200 implementing one 
or more of the technician devices 156 or 158 may comprise 
additional components commonly associated With an other 
Wise conventional mobile communication device such as a 
mobile telephone, personal digital assistant (PDA) or por 
table computer, or an otherWise conventional non-mobile 
communication device, such as a desktop computer, a server 
or a set of servers, or more generally any other type of pro 
cessor-based device or set of devices suitably con?gured for 
communication With other devices of system 100. The con 
ventional aspects of these and other devices utiliZable in 



US 8,218,435 B2 
7 

system 100 are well known in the art and therefore not 
described in further detail herein. 

The system 100 may include additional elements not 
explicitly shown in the ?gure, such as additional servers, 
routers, gateways or other network elements. The system may 
also or alternatively include one or more communication 

system switches, such as a DEFINITY® Enterprise Commu 
nication Service (ECS) communication system switch avail 
able from Avaya Inc. of Basking Ridge, N.J., USA. As 
another example, a given communication switch utiliZable in 
conjunction with the present invention may comprise Multi 
VantageTM communication system software, also available 
from Avaya Inc. The term “processing element” as used 
herein is intended to include such switches, as well as servers, 
routers, gateways or other network elements. 

It is therefore to be appreciated that the present invention 
does not require the particular arrangements shown in FIG. 1, 
and numerous alternative con?gurations suitable for provid 
ing resource identi?er based access control and other func 
tionality described herein will be readily apparent to those 
skilled in the art. 
The customer site 102 is con?gured in the illustrative 

embodiment to provide improved processing of alarms gen 
erated by the products 126 and 128, without requiring a 
secure gateway or alarm access controller within the enter 
prise network. This approach advantageously reduces the 
costs associated with managing external service provider 
access responsive to product alarms at the customer site. 

In operation, the customer site 102 temporarily activates an 
entry in the authentication database 122 responsive to gen 
eration of an alarm by a given one of the products 126 or 128. 
The activation may be responsive to a request from the alarm 
generating product or another system element at the customer 
site. The entry in the illustrative embodiment comprises a 
VPN user entry indicating an authorized user of a VPN 
through which the product is accessible via gateway 120, 
although other types of entries could be used in other embodi 
ments. The authentication database or an associated authen 
tication system supplies a dynamic uniform resource locator 
(URL) or other resource identi?er based on the activated 
entry to an external service provider associated with the prod 
uct, for example, to Vendor A service provider 150 if the 
alarm originated from one of the VendorA products 126. The 
ticketing system 154 of the external service provider 150 may 
generate a ticket for servicing the alarm and send the ticket to 
a technician device 156 or 158 along with the resource iden 
ti?er. 

The external service provider is then granted access to the 
product responsive to submission of the resource identi?er by 
the service provider. For example, the ticketing system 154 
may supply a dynamic URL received from customer site 102 
to one of the VendorA technician devices 156 or 158, and the 
corresponding technician uses a browser running on the 
device to enter the URL and an associated user name and 
password to obtain temporary access to the alarm-generating 
product. For security purposes, the dynamic URL and its 
associated user name and password are preferably supplied 
from the customer site 102 to the ticketing system 154 in an 
encrypted form. Such encryption may make use of well 
known public key cryptography techniques, with the dynamic 
URL and its associated user name and password being 
encrypted using a public key of the particular product that 
generated the alarm. The corresponding service provider has 
access to a counterpart private key that can be used to decrypt 
the encrypted dynamic URL and its associated user name and 
password. 
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An example of the processing of a given alarm in the 

system 100 will now be described in greater detail with ref 
erence to the ?ow diagram of FIG. 3. It should be understood, 
however, that other types of alarm processing may be used in 
other embodiments. 

In step 300, a vendor product is installed at the customer 
site 102. It will be assumed for illustrative purposes that the 
installed product is a particular Vendor A product 126, with 
servicing for alarms generated by the product being provided 
by the external Vendor A service provider 150. The installed 
product is coupled to a LAN or other network segment 108 at 
the customer site 102, and has a public key associated there 
with. The corresponding private key is held by the VendorA 
service provider. 

In step 302, the customer creates a VPN user entry in the 
authentication database 122 for the installed product. The 
user entry may be created by a system administrator, or auto 
matically in response to connection of the product to the 
network segment, or using other techniques. This particular 
user entry is to be activated only when an alarm is generated 
by the corresponding product 126, and typically only for a 
limited duration suf?cient to resolve the problem that led to 
generation of the alarm. Thus, at the time of creation of the 
entry in step 302, the VPN user is typically deactivated and 
not permitted access. As noted above, other types of authen 
tication database entries may be used in practicing the inven 
tion. 

It should be noted that the authentication database may be 
implemented as any type of memory or other machine-read 
able storage medium con?gured for storage of VPN user 
entries or other authentication information. For example, it 
may comprise a designated portion of a memory of a given 
processing element of the system. As noted previously, 
authentication database 122 may be implemented as a pro 
cessing element, as well as a portion of such an element or 
combinations of such elements. 

In step 304, the product 126 registers with the Vendor A 
ticketing system 154. 

In step 306, an alarm is generated by the product 126. The 
product then requests temporary activation of the correspond 
ing VPN user from the authentication database 122, as indi 
cated in step 308. In response to the request, a dynamic URL 
with a user name and password is generated and sent in 
encrypted form to the Vendor A ticketing system 154 as 
shown in step 310. The dynamic URL, which is an example of 
what is more generally referred to herein as a “resource iden 
ti?er,” may be generated by the authentication database 122 
or an associated authentication system. Alternatively, the 
dynamic URL may be generated by another system element 
at the customer site 102, such as the alarm-generating product 
126. The dynamic URL and its associated user name and 
password may be encrypted into a single ?le using the public 
key of the product 126 and sent to the Vendor A ticketing 
system 154. In other embodiments, multiple ?les may be used 
for different portions of the resource identi?er, other types of 
encryption may be used, etc. 

In step 312, the VendorA ticketing system 154 utiliZes the 
private key of the alarm-generating product to decrypt the 
above-noted ?le containing the dynamic URL and its user 
name andpassword. The ticketing system also opens a trouble 
ticket for the alarm. The dynamic URL may be incorporated 
into the ticket. In any case, the dynamic URL is sent, prefer 
ably with the ticket, to a particular one of the technician 
devices 156 and 158 that is assigned to handle the alarm, as 
indicated in step 314. 

In step 316, the technician associated with the technician 
device 156 or 158 receives the dynamic URL and the ticket, 
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and utilizes the dynamic URL to access the product 126 via 
the gateway 120. The dynamic URL and the associated user 
name and password allow the technician to obtain immediate 
access through customer ?rewall 106 to the product 126 in 
order to resolve the issue that led to the alarm. The technician 
can use an otherwise conventional web browser, or other 
access device or mechanism, to gain access to the alarm 
generating product via the gateway 120. In other embodi 
ments, other service elements associated with the service 
provider 150 may be used to service the alarm using the 
dynamic URL. For example, an expert system, not shown in 
the ?gures, may be used in place of or in conjunction with a 
technician to access the alarm-generating product. 

In the illustrative embodiment, the system may be con?g 
ured such that a given dynamic URL generally can only be 
used once. That is, once the alarm-generating product 
receives the ?rst request for connection using the dynamic 
URL, the URL may be deactivated so that it cannot be used 
again. Alternatively, a limited number of accesses may be 
speci?ed for a given dynamic URL, in case a technician may 
be require multiple accesses to resolve the problem. The total 
duration or other characteristics of the authorized access(es) 
may also be speci?ed. 
A given access to customer site 102 by a VendorA techni 

cian via one of the devices 156 or 158 may be logged by the 
gateway 120 or another customer site element along with the 
alarm information and a corresponding ticket number. 
When the ticket is closed, the alarm-generating product 

126 may receive an “alarm clear” message from the ticketing 
system 154. The VPN user entry that was temporarily acti 
vated in step 308 may then be deactivated, for example, 
responsive to a request by the product 126, as indicated in step 
318 of the FIG. 3 ?ow diagram. Such a request may be 
directed to a system administrator, to an authentication sys 
tem associated with the authentication database, or to another 
customer site element. Other indications of problem resolu 
tion, for example, a message received from a technician ser 
vicing the alarm, or the cessation of the alarm responsive to 
servicing by a technician, may be used to trigger deactivation 
of the VPN user entry. The entry remains available for sub 
sequent re-activation responsive to generation of another 
alarm by the same product. The gateway 106 or other cus 
tomer site element may log when a given period of authoriZed 
access to the enterprise network ends. 
One or more of the processing functions described above in 

conjunction with the illustrative embodiments of the inven 
tion may be implemented in whole or in part in software 
utiliZing processor 202 and memory 204 associated with one 
or more processing elements of the system. Other suitable 
arrangements of hardware, ?rmware or software may be used 
to implement the techniques of the invention. 

It should again be emphasiZed that the above-described 
arrangements are illustrative only. Thus, it is to be appreciated 
that the particular system elements, processing operations 
and other features shown in the ?gures are presented by way 
of example only, and should not be viewed as requirements of 
the invention. For example, alternative embodiments may 
utiliZe different processing element con?gurations and dif 
ferent processing operations than those of the illustrative 
embodiments. These and numerous other alternative embodi 
ments within the scope of the following claims will be appar 
ent to those skilled in the art. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method comprising: 
(a) receiving by a database an entry that is associated with 

a product, wherein an enterprise network comprises the 
database and the product and wherein the database oper 
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10 
ates independently of whether the enterprise network 
comprises at least one of a secure gateway and an alarm 
access controller, and wherein the entry is inactive; 

(b) in response to the product in the enterprise network 
generating an alarm: 

(l) activating the entry in the database, and 
(II) transmitting to a resource that is external to the 

enterprise network a resource-identi?er that is based 
on (i) the identity of the product and (ii) the activated 
entry, wherein the resource-identi?er comprises a 
dynamic uniform resource locator (URL), a user 
name, and a password for the resource to access the 
product; 

(c) when the entry in the database is active, granting by the 
enterprise network to the resource access to the product 
based on the resource-identi?er; and 

(d) when the entry in the database is inactive, denying to the 
resource access to the product. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the entry comprises data 
for accessing the enterprise network over a virtual private 
network. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the resource-identi?er 
comprises an encrypted dynamic uniform resource locator 
(URL) for the resource to access the product. 

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

granting access to the product for a ticketing system of the 
resource when the enterprise network receives the 
resource-identi?er from the ticketing system. 

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

deactivating the entry in the database in response to the 
alarm having been processed. 

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

disabling the resource-identi?er after a single use. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the entry is received from 
the product. 

8. A system comprising: 
an enterprise network that comprises a product and a data 

base, wherein the enterprise network controls external 
access to the product from a resource that is external to 
the enterprise network, and wherein the database oper 
ates independently of whether the enterprise network 
comprises at least one of a secure gateway and an alarm 

access controller; 

an entry in the database, wherein the entry is inactive, and 
wherein the entry is activated responsive to the product 
generating an alarm; 

a resource-identi?er based on (i) the identity of the product 
and (ii) the activated entry, wherein the resource-identi 
?er is generated responsive to the entry being activated 
and wherein the resource-identi?er comprises a 
dynamic uniform resource locator (URL), a username, 
and a password for the resource to access the product; 
and 

when the entry is active, access to the product granted by 
the enterprise network to the resource that is external, 
wherein the access is based on (i) the activated entry in 
the database and (ii) the enterprise network receiving the 
resource-identi?er from the resource. 

9. The system of claim 8 wherein the entry comprises data 
for accessing the enterprise network over a virtual private 
network. 
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10. The system of claim 8 wherein the resource-identi?er 
used by the external service provider comprises an encrypted 
dynamic uniform resource locator (URL) for the resource to 
access the product. 

11. The system of claim 8 Wherein the access to the product 5 
is granted to a ticketing system of the resource When the 
ticketing system uses the resource-identi?er. 

12. The system of claim 8 Wherein the entry in the database 
is deactivated responsive to the alarm having been processed. 

12 
13. The system of claim 8 Wherein the resource-identi?er is 

disabled after a single use. 

14. The method of claim 8 Wherein the entry is received 
from the product. 


