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To n/Zä whom ¿t may concern; 
Be it known that I, JAMES ASHLAND, a citi- ' 

zen of the United States, residin at Esca 
naba, in the county of Delta and State of 
Michigan, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Toggle-Hooks g and I 
do declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as Will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
safety toggle-hooks. 
The object of the invention is to rovide a 

hook of this character which when c osed will 
be securely held against opening until re 
leased by the operator. e 
Another object is to rovide a releasing 

mechanism which may e actuated by the 
operator at a distance, thereby obviating the 
necessity of occupying dangerous positions 
beneath or near the load when fastening or 
unfastening the hook. 
A further object is to provide a hook of the 

character described which will be simple, 
strong, and durable in construction and con 
structed of interchangeable parts which may 
be quickly and easily replaced when breiten. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction, combination, and arrange 
ment of parts, as will be hereinafter described 
and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawin s, Figure 1 is 

a side view showing the hook c?osed, parts of 
the casing being broken away to more clearly 
show the construction. Fig. 2 is a similar view 
showin the hook open, and Fig. 3 is an edge 
view c >the same. 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, 1 denotes the casing or support for the 
hook, said casing being of any suitable shape, 
but is preferably rectan ular, as shown. In 
the bifurcated outer en of the casing is pivw 
otally mounted a pair of hooks 2, the cuter 
ends or bills ci’ which are provided with coun 
terpart recesses 3, whereby when the same 
are bron ht to ether in closed position they 
will over ap an lie substantially in the same 
plane. The inner pivoted ends of the hooks 
are also recessed to ermit said ends to over 
lap. Said inner en s are also provided with 
inwardly- rojecting locking members 4, 
whereby W en the hooks are in cooled posi 
tion a snbstantially trian lar-shaped space 
is formed between said loc ' g members ,into 
which is adapted to be projected a simí1arly~ 

shaped head 5 on the end of the locking-bolt 
6, which is slidablyî mounted in the casing 1. 
Around the bolt’ö, between the head of the ` 

same and the opposite end of the casing, is ar 
ranged a coil-spring 7, the tension of which is 
exerted to roject the bolt outwardly, so that 
the head o‘ the same will engage the locking 
members 4 and hold the hooks in closed po 
sition. , 

On the outer end of the locking-bolt 6 is 
pivotally mounted a ring or bail 8, to which 
is adapted to be connected an o erating-cord. 
(Not shown.) In the outer eng of the casing 
is formed grooves or recesses 9, with which 
the bail 8 may be swung into engagement 
when the bolt is in a retracted position, therew 
by holding said bolt out of engagement with 
the locking members of the hooks and against 
the tension of the spring 7, thus permitting 
the hooks to be freely moved into closed or 
opened position. 
My toggle-hook is designed for the purpose 

of bindin logs upon a sleigh or car, and when 
in use a c ain is connected to a loop l() at the 
side of the hook and passes thence around 
the load and is connected by one of its links 
to the overlapping hook members 2. By the 
use of a hook constructed as herein shown 
and described the same may be released to 
discharge the load carried thereby while the 
operator remains at a safe distance from the 
load, thus avoiding the danger of his being 
caught by the falling of the material consti 
tuting the load. This may be accomplished 
by means of a rope or cord connected to the 
bail 8 and leading to a distance from the load, 
where it may be pulled to release the head 5 
from between the locking members of the 
hook. A further advantage for a hook con 
structed as herein shown and described is 
that the parts are interchangeable, so that in 
case any of the same shoul become broken 
the may be readily replaced by similar parts 
Wit out the necessity of providing an entirely 
new hook. 
From the fore oing description, taken in 

connection with t e accompanying drawings, 
the construction and operation of the inven 
tion will be readily understood without re 
quiring a more extended eX lanation. 

Various changes in the crm, proportion, 
and the minor details of construction may be 
resorted to without departing from the prin 
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of 
this invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

65 

70 

75 

85 

90 

95 

100 

105 

T10 



15 

à 

2 `I 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- . 

1. The herein-described hook comprising a 
casing, a pair of hooks pivotally mounted in 
one end of said casing, locking members 4 
projecting from said hooks, a locking-bolt 5 
mounted in the casing and provided with a 
spring surroundin its shank, said bolt ada t 
ed to hold the hoo s in locked position, an( a 
ring secured to said bolt andadapted to be 
moved into engagement with the casing to 
hold said bolt in retracted position, substan 
tially as described. 

2. In a hook of the character described, 
the combination with a casing, of a pair oi' 
hooks pivotally mounted in the end of the _ 
same, said hooks being recessed or cut away to 
permit the same to overlap, locking members 
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formed on the pivoted ends of said hooks, a 
spring-projected locking-bolt ada ted to en 
gage said locking members to hol said hooks 
in closed position, and a ring pivotally con 
nected to the outer end of said bolt whereby 
an operating-cord may be attached thereto, 
said ring being adapted to be turned down 
into engagement with the outer end of said 
casing to hold said bolt in a projected position, 
substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing Wit- 30 
nesses. 
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JAMES ASHLAND. 
Witnesses: 

A. J. YOUNG, 
A. H. RYALL. 


