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(57) ABSTRACT 

A visitor to a pro?le page is invited to modify a user pro?le 
associated with the pro?le page. If the visitor elects to provide 
a suggested modi?cation to the pro?le page, a message is 
transmitted to the user that owns the pro?le page requesting 
authorization to perform the suggested modi?cation. In 
response to the message, the user can accept the suggested 
modi?cation to the user pro?le, decline the suggested modi 
?cation to the user pro?le, or edit the suggested modi?cation 
to the user pro?le. If the user accepts or edits the suggested 
modi?cation to the user pro?le, the user pro?le is modi?ed 
accordingly. In this manner, a visitor to a pro?le page can 
assist in the creation of a user pro?le. 

20 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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VISITOR-ASSISTED USER PROFILE 
CREATION 

BACKGROUND 

Social networking services are focused on building net 
works of people that share the same background, interests, 
and/or activities. Many types of social netWorking services 
are World Wide Web (“Web”)-based and provide a variety of 
mechanisms for users to discover and add other users to their 
social netWork. These types of Web-based social netWorking 
services also provide a variety of mechanisms for users to 
communicate With one another. 

In order to facilitate the creation of a social netWork, many 
Web-based social netWorking services ask users to submit 
information about themselves that is shoWn to visitors. For 
instance, a user may be asked to submit their contact infor 
mation, their date and place of birth, a list of interests, and the 
names of the schools they have attended. This information is 
commonly referred to as a “pro?le,” and is typically shoWn to 
other users on a pro?le page accessible through the social 
netWorking service. 
One type of social netWorking service user gladly takes the 

time necessary to provide mo st, or even all, of the information 
that may be stored in a pro?le. In contrast, another type of user 
Will supply only the absolute minimum amount of informa 
tion necessary to create a valid pro?le. This second type of 
user is generally happy to visit and interact With the pro?le 
pages of other users Without taking the time necessary to 
create a rich and expressive pro?le page of their oWn. HoW 
ever, an incomplete user pro?le can limit the ability of a social 
netWorking service user to locate and interact With other users 
of the social netWorking service. 

It is With respect to these considerations and others that the 
disclosure made herein is presented. 

SUMMARY 

Technologies are described herein for visitor-assisted user 
pro?le creation. In particular, through the concepts and tech 
nologies presented herein, one user can suggest modi?cations 
to a user pro?le of another user. In this Way, third parties can 
assist a user With the creation of their user pro?le, thereby 
removing the burden from the user and increasing the likeli 
hood that the user Will have a complete user pro?le. 

According to one aspect presented herein, a user pro?le is 
maintained that includes data about a user. A pro?le page is 
also maintained through Which information contained in the 
user pro?le can be vieWed. In one embodiment, the pro?le 
page also includes an invitation to visitors to the pro?le page 
to suggest a modi?cation to the data stored in the user pro?le 
about the corresponding user. For instance, the pro?le page 
may include an invitation that invites a visitor to the pro?le 
page to submit the birth date of the user or another type of 
information. 

If the visitor to the pro?le page accepts the invitation and 
submits a suggested modi?cation to the user pro?le, a mes 
sage is transmitted to the user that oWns the user pro?le. In 
one embodiment, the message is a private message that asks 
the user if they Would like to authoriZe the modi?cation of 
their user pro?le in the suggested manner. The message may 
also permit the user to decline the suggested modi?cation to 
the user pro?le or to edit the suggested modi?cation. If the 
user accepts the suggested modi?cation to the user pro?le or 
edits the suggested modi?cation to the user pro?le, the user 
pro?le is updated accordingly. 
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In one embodiment, a social netWorking Web application 

maintains the user pro?le and provides the functionality 
described herein for alloWing a visitor to a pro?le page to 
suggest a modi?cation to the user pro?le. It should be appre 
ciated, hoWever, that although the embodiments presented 
herein are described in the context of a social netWorking Web 
application, the concepts and technologies presented herein 
may also be utiliZed With any type of information site that 
alloWs a user to maintain a user pro?le. 

It should also be appreciated that the above-described sub 
ject matter may also be implemented as a computer-con 
trolled apparatus, a computer process, a computing system, or 
as an article of manufacture such as a computer-readable 
medium. These and various other features Will be apparent 
from a reading of the folloWing Detailed Description and a 
revieW of the associated draWings. 

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con 
cepts in a simpli?ed form that are further described beloW in 
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to 
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub 
ject matter, nor is it intended that this Summary be used to 
limit the scope of the claimed subject matter. Furthermore, 
the claimed subject matter is not limited to implementations 
that solve any or all disadvantages noted in any part of this 
disclosure. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a netWork diagram shoWing aspects of an illus 
trative operating environment and several softWare compo 
nents provided by the embodiments presented herein; 

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram shoWing aspects of a process 
provided herein in one embodiment for visitor-assisted user 
pro?le creation; 

FIGS. 3-4 are screen diagrams shoWing one illustrative 
user interface provided herein for alloWing a visitor to a 
pro?le page to modify the user pro?le of another user; 

FIG. 5 is a screen diagram shoWing one illustrative user 
interface for alloWing a user to accept, edit, or ignore modi 
?cations to their user pro?le proposed by a visitor to their 
pro?le page in one embodiment presented herein; and 

FIG. 6 is a computer architecture diagram shoWing an 
illustrative computer hardWare and softWare architecture for a 
computing system capable of implementing aspects of the 
embodiments presented herein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The folloWing detailed description is directed to technolo 
gies for visitor-assisted pro?le creation. While the subject 
matter described herein is presented in the general context of 
program modules that execute in conjunction With the execu 
tion of an operating system and application programs on a 
computer system, those skilled in the art Will recogniZe that 
other implementations may be performed in combination 
With other types of program modules. Generally, program 
modules include routines, programs, components, data struc 
tures, and other types of structures that perform particular 
tasks or implement particular abstract data types. Moreover, 
those skilled in the art Will appreciate that the subject matter 
described herein may be practiced With other computer sys 
tem con?gurations, including hand-held devices, multipro 
cessor systems, microprocessor-based or programmable con 
sumer electronics, minicomputers, mainframe computers, 
and the like. 

In the folloWing detailed description, references are made 
to the accompanying draWings that form a part hereof, and 
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which are shown by way of illustration speci?c embodiments 
or examples. Referring now to the drawings, in which like 
numerals represent like elements through the several ?gures, 
aspects of a computing system and methodology for visitor 
assisted user pro?le creation will be described. 

Turning now to FIG. 1, details will be provided regarding 
an illustrative operating environment and several software 
components provided by the embodiments presented herein. 
In particular, FIG. 1 shows aspects of a system for visitor 
assisted user pro?le creation. As shown in FIG. 1, one system 
provided herein includes a number of client computers 102A 
102N that are connected to a server computer 104 through a 

network 108. Each of the client computers 102A-102N is a 
standard desktop, laptop, or mobile computing system 
capable of executing a Web browser application 112. As 
known in those skilled in the art, the Web browser application 
112 is an application program con?gured to transmit requests 
for Web pages and other associated content to other comput 
ers accessible via a local or wide area network. The Web 

browser application 112 is also con?gured to receive a 
response to these requests and to render the received Web 
pages and related ?les for viewing by a user. 

The server computer 104 illustrated in FIG. 1 comprises a 
standard server computer con?gured to execute a Web server 
application program 114. As also known in the art, the Web 
server application program 114 is a software program con 
?gured to receive and respond to requests from the Web 
browser application 112 for Web pages and other types of data 
?les. In particular, in one implementation the Web server 
application program 114 is con?gured to receive and respond 
to requests from the Web browser application 112 for the 
social networking Web application 116. Additional details 
regarding the operation of the social networking Web appli 
cation 116 will be provided below with respect to FIGS. 2-6. 

It should be appreciated that while three client computers 
102A-102N and a single server computer 104 have been 
illustrated in FIG. 1, any number of these computing systems 
may be utiliZed. Moreover, it should be appreciated that 
although a single network 108 has been illustrated in FIG. 1, 
many more network connections may be utiliZed to enable 
data communication between the client computers 102A 
102N and the server computer 104. In this regard, it should be 
appreciated that the network architecture illustrated in FIG. 1 
is merely illustrative and more or fewer software and hard 
ware components than illustrated in FIG. 1 may be utiliZed to 
implement the embodiments presented herein. 

According to embodiments, the users 110A-110N may 
utiliZe a respective client computer 1 02A-102N to execute the 
Web browser application 112 and to establish a connection 
with the social networking Web application 116. The social 
networking Web application 116 is a software application 
con?gured to provide a social networking service. As 
described brie?y above, a social networking service is a com 
puting service focused on building networks of people that 
share the same background, interests, and or activities. The 
social networking Web application 116 may be con?gured to 
provide a variety of mechanisms for users to discover and add 
other users to a social network. Mechanisms may also be 
provided for users to communicate with one another. 

It should be appreciated that the social networking Web 
application 1 1 6 illustrated in FIG. 1 and described herein may 
include many more functions than those described herein. It 
should also be appreciated that although the embodiments 
presented herein for visitor-assisted user pro?le creation are 
described in the context of a social networking Web applica 
tion 116, the embodiments for visitor-assisted user pro?le 
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4 
creation described herein may be utiliZed with any type of 
computing system that allows a user to create and maintain a 
user pro?le. 

According to implementations, the social networking Web 
application 116 allows the users 110A-110N to maintain a 
user pro?le 118A-118N, respectively. As discussed brie?y 
above, the user pro?les 118A-118N include information 
about the users 110A-110N, respectively. For instance, 
according to embodiments, the social networking Web appli 
cation 116 provides a user interface through which the users 
1 10A-11 0N can provide information about themselves that is 
shown to other users on a pro?le page provided by the social 
networking Web application 116. This information may 
include a user’s contact information, their date and place of 
birth, a list of interests, the names of the schools they have 
attended, and virtually any other type of information regard 
ing the user’s 110A-110N. 

It should be appreciated that the embodiments herein are 
not limited by the type of data stored in the user pro?le 
118A-118N. Moreover, it should be appreciated that the pro 
?le page provided by the social networking Web application 
116 may comprise any type of information page through 
which one of the users 110A-110N can view information 
stored within a user pro?le 118A-118N for another user. The 
term “visitor” will be utiliZed herein to refer to the user that is 
visiting the pro?le page of another user. For instance, if the 
user 110B visits a pro?le page that includes data stored in the 
user pro?le 118A for the user 110A, the user 110B will be 
referred to as a “visitor”. 

As discussed brie?y above, one type of user of the social 
networking Web application 116 will complete most or all of 
the information that may be stored in a user pro?le 118. In 
contrast, another type of user will supply only the absolute 
minimum amount of information necessary to create a valid 
user pro?le 118. An incomplete user pro?le, however can 
limit the ability of the social networking Web application 116 
to provide meaningful facilities for allowing the users 110A 
110N to discover and interact with one another. Accordingly, 
the concepts and technologies presented herein allow a visi 
tor, such as the user 110B, to another user’s pro?le page to 
assist with the creation of the user’s user pro?le 118. Addi 
tional details regarding the concepts and technologies pre 
sented herein for visitor-assisted user pro?le creation will be 
provided below with respect to FIGS. 2-6. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, additional details will be provided 
regarding the embodiments presented herein for visitor-as 
sisted user pro?le creation. In particular, FIG. 2 is a ?ow 
diagram illustrating aspects of the operation of the Web 
browser application 112 and the social networking Web appli 
cation 116 in one embodiment wherein a visitor to a pro?le 
page provided by the social networking Web application 116 
may suggest modi?cations to the user pro?le 118 of another 
user. 

It should be appreciated that the logical operations 
described herein are implemented (1) as a sequence of com 
puter implemented acts or program modules running on a 
computing system and/or (2) as interconnected machine logic 
circuits or circuit modules within the computing system. The 
implementation is a matter of choice dependent on the per 
formance and other requirements of the computing system. 
Accordingly, the logical operations described herein are 
referred to variously as states operations, structural devices, 
acts, or modules. These operations, structural devices, acts 
and modules may be implemented in software, in ?rmware, in 
special purpose digital logic, and any combination thereof. It 
should also be appreciated that more or fewer operations may 
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be performed than shown in the ?gures and described herein. 
These operations may also be performed in a different order 
than those described herein. 

FIG. 2 shows three illustrative routines. In particular, a 
routine 200A is illustrated showing the operation of a client 
computer 102 that is operated by a visitor to another user’s 
user pro?le 118. The routine 200B illustrates the operation of 
the server computer 104. The routine 200C illustrates the 
operation of the client computer 102 of the user that is asso 
ciated with the user pro?le 118 that is being modi?ed. For 
instance, in one example utiliZed herein, the user 110B illus 
trated in FIG. 1 may operate the client computer 102B to 
interact with the social networking Web application 116. If 
the user 110B utiliZes the computer 102B to interact with a 
pro?le page for another user, the user 110B would be consid 
ered the visitor and the operation of the client computer 102B 
would be illustrated by the routine 200A shown in FIG. 2. If 
the user 110A is operating the client computer 102A and is 
also the owner of the user pro?le 118A that the user 110B 
seeks to modify, the operation of the client computer 102A 
would be illustrated by the routine 200C. 

The routine 200A begins at operation 202, where the user 
110B in one example utilizes the client computer 102B and 
the Web browser application 112 executing thereupon to 
transmit a request for another user’ s pro?le page to the server 
computer 104. The Web server application program 114 and 
the social networking Web application 116 receive the request 
for the pro?le page at operation 232 of the routine 200B. In 
response thereto, the Web server application 114 transmits the 
requested pro?le page and any associated data ?les to the 
client computer 102B at operation 234 of the routine 200B. 
The Web browser application 112 executing on the client 
computer 102B receives the pro?le page and renders the page 
for display at operation 204 of the routine 200A. 

FIG. 3 shows a graphical view of a pro?le page 300 as it 
might be rendered by the Web browser application 112 in one 
embodiment. In one implementation, the pro?le page 300 
includes a ?rst user interface pane 302A that identi?es the 
user that owns the pro?le page 300. It should be appreciated 
that information stored in the user pro?le 118 for the user is 
utiliZed to create the pro?le page 300 by the social networking 
Web application 116. In the example shown in FIG. 3, the 
pane 302A identi?es the owner of the pro?le page 300 as 
“Jane Doe”, who is a sports writer in Bellevue, Wash. The 
pane 302A also includes an indication that the visitor to the 
pro?le is a member of the pro?le page owner’s social net 
work. 

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the pro?le page 300 
also includes a user interface pane 302B that a visitor may 
utiliZe to view the aspects of the user pro?le 118A, details 
regarding the user associated with the pro?le page, photo 
graphs, connections, data ?les, and other information. In this 
embodiment, the pane 302B includes selectable items that 
may be selected by the visitor to the page to display the 
desired information. The pane 302C includes data about the 
owner of the pro?le page 300, such as their particular inter 
ests. 

In the implementation shown in FIG. 3, the pro?le page 
300 also includes a user interface pane 300D that includes a 
section for displaying information regarding recent happen 
ings with respect to the owner of the pro?le page 300. In this 
embodiment, the user interface pane 302D also includes an 
invitation 304 to a visitor to the pro?le page 300 to modify the 
data stored in the user pro?le 118A that is utiliZed to create the 
pro?le page 300. For example, in the illustrative pro?le page 
300 shown in FIG. 3, the invitation 304 comprises an invita 
tion to modify the birth date of the owner of the pro?le page 
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6 
300. In this example, text 306 is utiliZed to make the invitation 
and selectable user interface items 308A-308B are provided 
that allow the visitor to indicate whether or not they would 
like to modify the speci?ed information. A user interface 
control 310 is also provided that may be utiliZed to dismiss the 
invitation 304. It should be appreciated that the user interface 
shown in FIG. 3 is merely illustrative and that many other 
types of user interfaces may also be provided to display the 
contents of a user pro?le 118A and to provide an invitation to 
a visitor to the pro?le page to modify the information con 
tained in the corresponding user pro?le 118A. 

It should be appreciated that, in embodiments, the invita 
tion 304 may be shown selectively based upon the relation 
ship of the visitor to the pro?le page 300 to the owner of the 
pro?le page 300. For instance, in one implementation, the 
invitation 304 is only shown to those visitors who have an 
established two-way relationship with the owner. In this 
implementation, the invitation 304 would not be shown to 
those visitors that have no relationship with the owner, who 
have a pending uncon?rmed relationship with the owner, or a 
one-way relationship with the owner. Other factors may be 
utiliZed in embodiments to determine which visitors to the 
pro?le page 300 are shown the invitation 304. By limiting the 
display of the invitation 304 to speci?c classes of individuals, 
the likelihood that the suggested modi?cations to the user 
pro?le are meaningful may be maximized. 

Returning now to FIG. 2, the routine 200A proceeds from 
operation 204 to operation 206. At operation 206, a request is 
received to modify a user pro?le 118A corresponding to the 
pro?le page displayed by the Web browser application 112. In 
this example, such a request may be received through the 
selection of the user interface control 308A. When such a 
request is received, the routine 200A proceeds from operation 
206 to operation 208 where new or modi?ed pro?le data is 
received from the visitor to the pro?le page to be stored in the 
user pro?le 118. FIG. 4 shows one illustrative user interface 
for receiving this data. For instance, in FIG. 4, the user inter 
face pane 302D has been updated with user interface controls 
through which a visitor to the pro?le page 300 can specify the 
information to be added or modi?ed within the user pro?le 
1 18A and a message to the owner of the user pro?le indicating 
that a modi?cation to the user pro?le has been suggested. For 
instance, in the example shown in FIG. 3, a user interface 
control 402 is provided through which the visitor to the pro?le 
page 300 can specify a message to transmitted to the owner of 
the user pro?le indicating that a modi?cation has been sug 
gested to the data stored in the user pro?le 118A. User inter 
face controls 404A-404C have also been provided in the 
example shown in FIG. 4 through which the visitor to the 
pro?le page can specify the birth date of the owner of the user 
pro?le 118A. Other user interface controls 406A-406B are 
also provided for saving and cancelling the suggested modi 
?cations to the user pro?le, respectively. It should be appre 
ciated that the user interface illustrated in FIG. 4 is merely 
illustrative and that other types of user interfaces may be 
provided for allowing a visitor to the pro?le page 300 to 
suggest a modi?cation to the data stored in the corresponding 
user pro?le 118A. 
Once a visitor to the pro?le page 300 has completed the 

speci?cation of the suggested modi?cation to the correspond 
ing user pro?le 118A, the routine 200A proceeds from opera 
tion 208 to operation 210. At operation 210, the Web browser 
application 112 transmits a request to modify the user pro?le 
118A corresponding to the pro?le page 300 with the speci?ed 
new or modi?ed pro?le data. 

The server computer 104 receives the request to modify the 
user pro?le 118 at operation 236 of the routine 200B. In 
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response thereto, the server computer 104 requests authori 
zation from the owner of the corresponding user pro?le 118A 
to modify the data stored therein. For instance, in one imple 
mentation, the social networking Web application 116 is con 
?gured to transmit a private message to the oWner of the user 
pro?le 118A to Which a modi?cation has been suggested. The 
private message may be displayed to the user When they next 
login to the social netWorking Web application 116. It should 
be appreciated that other types of messages may be utilized to 
request the authorization to modify the user pro?le 118A, 
such as electronic mail messages, short messaging system 
(“SMS”) messages, instant messages, and others. 
The routine 200C begins at operation 262, Where the user 

that oWns the user pro?le 118A for Which a modi?cation has 
been has been suggested utilizes their client computer 102A 
to receive the request to authorize the modi?cation of their 
user pro?le 118A. A user interface for providing such an 
authorization is illustrated in FIG. 5. In particular, FIG. 5 
shoWs an user interface 500 displayed by a client computer 
102A in response to a request by a visitor to a pro?le page to 
modify a user pro?le 118A oWned by another user. 

The user interface 500 shoWn in FIG. 5 includes text 502 
that identi?es the visitor to the pro?le page, the subject of the 
request, and the date and time at Which the request to modify 
the user pro?le 118A Was transmitted. The user interface 500 
also includes the text 504 speci?ed through the user interface 
control 402 discussed above With respect to FIG. 4. 

In one implementation, selectable items 506A-506C are 
also provided that may be selected by the oWner of the user 
pro?le 118A to be modi?ed that Will alloW the user to reply to 
the request for authorization by accepting the suggested 
modi?cation to the user pro?le 118A, editing the suggested 
modi?cation to the pro?le 118A, or declining the suggested 
modi?cation to the user pro?le 118A, respectively. In one 
embodiment, the selectable items 506A-506C are hyperlinks 
that may be utilized to perform the requested action. In one 
embodiment, a selectable item 508 is also provided for alloW 
ing the user to change preferences regarding the receipt of 
messages such as those illustrated in FIG. 5. For instance, a 
user may indicate that they no longer desire to receive mes 
sages of this type. 

Returning noW to FIG. 2, the routine 200C proceeds from 
operation 262 to operation 264 Where the social netWorking 
Web application 116 determines Whether the user that oWns 
the user pro?le 118A to be modi?ed has authorized the sug 
gested modi?cation to the user pro?le 118A. If the suggested 
modi?cation has not been authorized, the routine 200C 
branches from operation 264 to operation 240. 

At operation 240, the server computer 104 does not per 
form the suggested modi?cation to the user pro?le. If, at 
operation 264, the social netWorking Web application 116 
determines that the user has authorized the suggested modi 
?cation to their user pro?le 118A, the routine 200C proceeds 
from operation 264 to operation 266. At operation 266, a 
determination is made as to Whether the user has indicated 
that they Would like to edit the suggested modi?cation. If so, 
the routine 200C proceeds to operation 268, Where the social 
netWorking Web application 116 provides a user interface 
through Which the user that oWns the user pro?le can edit the 
suggested modi?cation to the user pro?le 118. If the data is 
correct, the routine 200 proceeds from operation 266 to 
operation 270, Where the user that oWns the user pro?le 118A 
to be modi?ed authorizes modi?cation of the pro?le 118A. 

Once the user has authorized modi?cation of their pro?le 
118A, the routine 200B proceeds to operation 242, Where the 
modi?cation to the user pro?le 118A suggested by the visitor 
to the pro?le page is performed. If the oWner of the user 
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8 
pro?le 118A has made edits to the suggested modi?cation, 
then the edited suggested modi?cation Will be utilized to 
modify the user pro?le 1 18A. From operation 21 0, the routine 
200A proceeds to operation 212, Where it ends. From opera 
tion 242, the routine 200B proceeds to operation 244, Where 
it ends. From operation 270, the routine 200C proceeds to 
operation 272, Where it ends. 

FIG. 6 shoWs an illustrative computer architecture for a 
computer 600 capable of executing the softWare components 
described herein for visitor-assisted user pro?le creation in 
the manner presented above. The computer architecture 
shoWn in FIG. 6 illustrates a conventional desktop, laptop, or 
server computer and may be utilized to execute any aspects of 
the softWare components presented herein described as 
executing on the client computers 102A-102N or the server 
computer 104. 
The computer architecture shoWn in FIG. 6 includes a 

central processing unit 602 (“CPU”), a system memory 608, 
including a random access memory 614 (“RAM”) and a read 
only memory (“ROM”) 616, and a system bus 604 that 
couples the memory to the CPU 602. A basic input/output 
system containing the basic routines that help to transfer 
information betWeen elements Within the computer 600, such 
as during startup, is stored in the ROM 616. The computer 600 
further includes a mass storage device 610 for storing an 
operating system 618, application programs, and other pro 
gram modules, Which are described in greater detail herein. 
The mass storage device 610 is connected to the CPU 602 

through a mass storage controller (not shoWn) connected to 
the bus 604. The mass storage device 610 and its associated 
computer-readable media provide non-volatile storage for the 
computer 600. Although the description of computer-read 
able media contained herein refers to a mass storage device, 
such as a hard disk or CD-ROM drive, it should be appreci 
ated by those skilled in the art that computer-readable media 
can be any available computer storage media that can be 
accessed by the computer 600. 
By Way of example, and not limitation, computer-readable 

media may include volatile and non-volatile, removable and 
non-removable media implemented in any method or tech 
nology for storage of information such as computer-readable 
instructions, data structures, program modules or other data. 
For example, computer-readable media includes, but is not 
limited to, RAM, ROM, EPROM, EEPROM, ?ash memory 
or other solid state memory technology, CD-ROM, digital 
versatile disks (“DVD”), HD-DVD, BLU-RAY, or other opti 
cal storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk 
storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other 
medium Which can be used to store the desired information 
and Which can be accessed by the computer 600. 

According to various embodiments, the computer 600 may 
operate in a netWorked environment using logical connec 
tions to remote computers through a netWork such as the 
netWork 620. The computer 600 may connect to the netWork 
620 through a netWork interface unit 606 connected to the bus 
604. It should be appreciated that the netWork interface unit 
606 may also be utilized to connect to other types of netWorks 
and remote computer systems. The computer 600 may also 
include an input/output controller 612 for receiving and pro 
cessing input from a number of other devices, including a 
keyboard, mouse, or electronic stylus (not shoWn in FIG. 6). 
Similarly, an input/ output controller may provide output to a 
display screen, a printer, or other type of output device (also 
not shoWn in FIG. 6). 
As mentioned brie?y above, a number of pro gram modules 

and data ?les may be stored in the mass storage device 610 
and RAM 614 of the computer 600, including an operating 
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system 618 suitable for controlling the operation of a net 
Worked desktop, laptop, or server computer. The mass storage 
device 610 and RAM 614 may also store one or more program 
modules. In particular, the mass storage device 610 and the 
RAM 614 may store the Web server application program 114, 
the social networking Web application 116, and a user pro?le 
118A, each of Which Was described in detail above With 
respect to FIGS. 1-5. The mass storage device 610 and the 
RAM 614 may also store other types of program modules and 
data. 

Based on the foregoing, it should be appreciated that tech 
nologies for visitor-assisted user pro?le creation are provided 
herein. Although the subject matter presented herein has been 
described in language speci?c to computer structural fea 
tures, methodological acts, and computer readable media, it is 
to be understood that the invention de?ned in the appended 
claims is not necessarily limited to the speci?c features, acts, 
or media described herein. Rather, the speci?c features, acts 
and mediums are disclosed as example forms of implement 
ing the claims. 

The subject matter described above is provided by Way of 
illustration only and should not be construed as limiting. 
Various modi?cations and changes may be made to the sub 
ject matter described herein Without folloWing the example 
embodiments and applications illustrated and described, and 
Without departing from the true spirit and scope of the present 
invention, Which is set forth in the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for enabling a visitor to a pro?le page for a user 

of a social networking application to modify an incomplete 
user pro?le associated With the pro?le page, the method com 
prising: 

receiving a request for the pro?le page for the user of the 
social netWorking application, the pro?le page compris 
ing data stored in the incomplete user pro?le and an 
invitation for the visitor to provide neW data that is not 
presently included in the data stored in the incomplete 
user pro?le in order to assist the user With creation of a 
complete user pro?le, thereby at least partially alleviat 
ing a burden from the user to self-complete the incom 
plete user pro?le; 

providing the pro?le page in response to the request; 
receiving a request to modify the incomplete user pro?le to 

include the neW data in response to the invitation con 
tained in the pro?le page; and 

modifying the incomplete user pro?le to include the neW 
data in response to receiving the request to modify the 
user pro?le, thereby assisting the user With creation of 
the complete user pro?le. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein the request to modify the 
incomplete user pro?le comprises a suggested modi?cation 
to the incomplete user pro?le received from the visitor. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising in response to 
receiving the request to modify the incomplete user pro?le, 
transmitting a message to the user requesting authorization to 
perform the suggested modi?cation on the incomplete user 
pro?le. 

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
receiving an authorization from the user to perform the 

suggested modi?cation on the incomplete user pro?le in 
response to the message; and 

modifying the incomplete user pro?le according to the 
suggested modi?cation in response to receiving the 
authorization. 

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
receiving a reply to the message indicating that the incom 

plete user pro?le is not to be modi?ed; and 
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10 
in response to receiving the reply, not performing the sug 

gested modi?cation on the incomplete user pro?le. 
6. The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
receiving an authorization from the user, the authorization 

including an edit to the suggested modi?cation to the 
incomplete user pro?le; and 

modifying the incomplete user pro?le according to the edit 
speci?ed by the authorization. 

7. The method of claim 3, Wherein the social netWorking 
application is con?gured to provide and maintain the incom 
plete user pro?le and the pro?le page, to transmit the mes sage 
to the user requesting authorization, to receive the authoriza 
tion to modify the incomplete user pro?le, and to modify the 
incomplete user pro?le in response to receiving the authori 
zation. 

8. The method of claim 3, Wherein the message comprises 
a private message transmitted to the user Within the social 
netWorking application. 

9. A computer storage medium having a social netWorking 
application comprising computer executable instructions 
stored thereon Which, When executed by a computer, cause 
the computer to: 

store an incomplete user pro?le for a user of the social 
netWorking application and a pro?le page for the user, 
the pro?le page comprising data stored in the incomplete 
user pro?le and an invitation for a visitor to the pro?le 
page to suggest a modi?cation to the incomplete user 
pro?le to provide neW data that is not presently included 
in the data stored in the incomplete user pro?le in order 
to assist the user With creation of a complete user pro?le, 
thereby at least partially alleviating a burden from the 
user to self-complete the incomplete user pro?le; 

receive a request for the pro?le page; 
provide the pro?le page in response to the request; 
receive a suggested modi?cation to include the neW data in 

the incomplete user pro?le from the visitor in response 
to a selection of the invitation contained in the pro?le 
page by the visitor; and to 

modify the incomplete user pro?le to include the neW data 
according to the suggested modi?cation, thereby assist 
ing the user With creation of the complete user pro?le. 

10. The computer storage medium of claim 9, having fur 
ther computer executable instructions stored thereon Which, 
When executed by the computer Will cause the computer to 
transmit a message to the user requesting authorization to 
perform the suggested modi?cation on the incomplete user 
pro?le in response to receiving the suggested modi?cation. 

11. The computer storage medium of claim 10, having 
further computer executable instructions stored thereon 
Which, When executed by the computer Will cause the com 
puter to: 

receive a reply to the message comprising an authorization 
to perform the suggested modi?cation; and to 

perform the suggested modi?cation on the incomplete user 
pro?le in response to receiving the reply. 

12. The computer storage medium of claim 10, having 
further computer executable instructions stored thereon 
Which, When executed by the computer Will cause the com 
puter to: 

receive a reply to the message comprising a rejection of the 
suggested modi?cation; and to 

not perform the suggested modi?cation on the incomplete 
user pro?le in response to receiving the reply. 

13. The computer storage medium of claim 10, having 
further computer executable instructions stored thereon 
Which, When executed by the computer Will cause the com 
puter to: 
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receive a reply to the message comprising an edit to the 
suggested modi?cation; and to 

modify the incomplete user pro?le according to the edit 
speci?ed by the reply. 

14. The computer storage medium of claim 9, having fur 
ther computer executable instructions stored thereon Which, 
When executed by the computer Will cause the computer to 
maintain the user pro?le and the pro?le page. 

15. A method for enabling a ?rst user to modify a user 
pro?le associated With a second user, the method comprising: 

receiving a request for a pro?le page associated With the 
second user Who is a member of a social networking Web 
application, the pro?le page comprising data stored in 
the user pro?le associated With the second user; 

providing the pro?le page to the ?rst user in response to the 
request; 

selectively providing an invitation Within the pro?le page 
based upon Whether a con?rmed tWo-Way relationship 
exists Within the social netWorking Web application 
betWeen the ?rst user and the second user, the invitation 
being for the ?rst user to modify the data stored in the 
user pro?le in order to assist the second user With cre 
ation of the user pro?le only if the con?rmed tWo-Way 
relationship exists Within the social netWorking Web 
application betWeen the ?rst user and the second user; 

receiving a request from the ?rst user to modify the user 
pro?le of the second user in response to the invitation 
contained in the pro?le page of the second user; 

in response to receiving the request to modify the user 
pro?le, transmitting an authorization request to the sec 
ond user requesting authorization to modify the user 
pro?le of the second user; 
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receiving an authorization from the second user to modify 

the user pro?le in response to the authorization request; 
and 

modifying the user pro?le of the second user in response to 
receiving the authorization, thereby at least partially 
alleviating a burden from the second user to self-com 
plete the user pro?le. 

16. The method of claim 15, Wherein the user pro?le is 
maintained by the social netWorking Web application for the 
second user. 

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising: 
receiving a reply to the authorization request indicating 

that the user pro?le is not to be modi?ed; and 
in response to receiving the reply, not modifying the user 

18. The method of claim 17, Wherein the request to modify 
the user pro?le of the second user comprises a suggested 
modi?cation to the user pro?le. 

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising: 
receiving a reply to the authorization request indicating 

that an edit to the suggested modi?cation is to be utilized 
to modify the user pro?le; and 

in response to receiving the reply, modifying the user pro 
?le according to the edit. 

20. The method of claim 19, Wherein the authorization 
request comprises a private message transmitted to the second 
user Within the social netWorking Web application. 


