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DECORATIVE ROOM PANEL 

RELATED PATENT APPLICATION 

This application is related to U.S. patent application Ser. 
No. 10/659,633, ?led on Sep. 10, 2003, assigned to the same 
assignee as the present invention, Which is herein incorpo 
rated by reference in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of Invention 
The present invention relates to ceiling panels and in par 

ticular to ceiling panels placed over and capable of being 
attached directly an existing ceiling or Wall surface. 

2. Description of Related Art 
Many homes and businesses use ceiling panels as a Way to 

add lighting, acoustic absorption and decoration. There are 
many Ways to attach the ceiling panels, but most require a 
mechanism to be attached to the ceiling or ceiling joists to 
Which the ceiling panels are, or can be, attached. Some appli 
cation of ceiling tile require plyWood or equivalent, strips of 
Wood or metal rails and/ or channels, to ?rst be attached to the 
ceiling, and then the ceiling tile is attached to the strips of 
Wood or the plyWood. In other applications a hanger mecha 
nism is attached to the ceiling upon Which the ceiling tile is 
suspended beloW the original ceiling. These mechanisms add 
dif?culty and expense to the installation of ceiling tile and can 
de?ne the limits of the design of the tile. 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,936,990 (Garrison Jr. deceased et al.) is 
directed to a suspended ceiling using grid members and inter 
locking clips. U.S. Pat. No. 3,950,916 (Kasprzak) is directed 
to a unique clip to support suspension members for ceiling 
panels. U.S. Pat. No. 4,117,642 (Eckert et al.) is directed to a 
clip structure to hold together ceiling panels. U.S. Des. 421, 
897 (Wasecheck et al.) is directed to a ceiling panel hold doWn 
clip. U.S. Pat. No. 4,437,287 (Halfaker) is directed to rectan 
gular metal ceiling panels having separated perforate and 
imperforate faces. U.S. Pat. No. 4,480,360 (Brugman et al.) is 
directed to a clip for mounting a Wall or ceiling panel struc 
ture. U.S. Pat. No. 4,580,382 (Judkins et al.) is directed to a 
ceiling attachment member for attaching ?anged ceiling pan 
els. U.S. Pat. No. 4,599,831 (Magaha, Jr.) is directed to a 
device for securing ceiling panels to a T-bar support. U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,781,005 (Rijnders) is directed to an adapter for use With 
a support grid for ceiling elements. U.S. Pat. No. 4,858,409 
(Handley et al.) is directed to a support member for support 
ing ceiling panels along its length. U.S. Pat. No. 4,884,383 
(Rijnders) is directed to a support grid for ceiling elements. 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,951,443 (Caferro) is directed to a panel and 
clip constriction for attaching ceiling panels. U.S. Pat. No. 
5,191,743 (Gailey) is directed to a concealing trim assembly 
for Wall or ceiling panel systems. U.S. Pat. No. 5,202,174 
(Capaul) is directed to a ceiling panel structure comprising a 
glass ?ber ply, a gypsum board and a perforated vinyl lamina. 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,253,463 (Witmyer) is directed to safety 
mechanisms to prevent kerfed ceiling panels from falling. 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,428,930 (Bagley et al.) is directed to a con 
cealed suspension ceiling system using a T-bar grid netWork 
and butter?y clips. U.S. Pat. No. 5,507,125 (McClure) is 
directed to plastic ceiling panels mounted in a grid of T-rails. 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,535,566 (Wilson et al.) is directed to a con 
cealed suspension ceiling system using a T-bar grid netWork. 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,878,541 (Gruber) is directed to a ceiling 
construction for reinforced concrete ceilings. U.S. Pat. No. 
6,079,177 (Halchuck) is directed to a ceiling panel assembly 
that connects directly to ceiling joists. U.S. Pat. No. 6,108, 
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2 
994 (Bodine) and U.S. Pat. No. 6,230,463 (Bodine) are 
directed to a suspended ceiling panel that conceals the sus 
pension system. U.S. Pat. No. 6,155,764 (Russo) is directed 
to a support mechanism for Wearing on the torso and for 
raising into place a ceiling panel such as sheet rock. U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,208,733 (LaLonde) is directed to a direct mount grid for 
mounting ceiling panels close to a mounting surface. U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,467,228 (Wendt et al.) is directed to a hinged ceiling 
panel. U.S. Pat. No. 6,499,262 (Pinchot et al.) is directed to an 
acoustical ceiling panel for a suspended ceiling. 

Attaching ceiling panels to an existing ceiling canbe a time 
consuming effort to install the necessary structure and hard 
Ware by Which the panels are attached or suspended beloW the 
existing surface of a room. A design and method that Would 
alloW panels to be attached directly to a room surface Will 
greatly reduce the installation time and expense. The major 
problem is that sheet rock forms most existing room surfaces, 
and sheet rock has a limited capability to support Weight. 
Spreading the attachment technique over the entire ceiling 
provides a Way of using the limited strength of the sheet rock 
and alloWs a plurality of decorative ceiling panels to be 
installed and remain attached Without falling to the ?oor. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an objective of the present invention Is to form a 
decorative panel of moderate siZe that can be attached to the 
surface of a room and interlocked With the adjacent decorative 
panel to form a contiguous pattern. 

It is also an objective of the present invention to form the 
decorative panel from a sheet of metal. 

It is still an objective of the present invention to form a 
decorative panel from any material that can be shaped to form 
a panel that is directly attached to the surface of a room and 
interlocked With additional adjacent decorative panels that 
are subsequently attached directly to the room surface. 

It is also still an objective of the present invention to attach 
a ?rst decorative panel directly to an original room surface, 
made of sheet rock ceiling or any other building material 
forming a ?at room surface With screWs and obscure the 
screWs from vieW With adjacent decorative panels that are 
interlocked With the ?rst panel, hiding the screWs from vieW 
and subsequently attaching to the original room surface With 
screWs. 

It is further an objective of the present invention to ?rst 
attached the decorative panels in a roW along a ?rst edge of a 
surface and then attach additional decorative panels along a 
second edge of the surface perpendicular to the ?rst edge 
interlocking adjacent decorative panels to obscure mounting 
screWs from vieW and making a contiguous decorative 
design. 

In the present invention a decorative panel is formed from 
a metal sheet, or any other material that can be subsequently 
formed, by pressing a design into the material of the sheet. 
The starting sheet of material is approximately tWenty-seven 
inches square With comers that have been cut off and With 
holes for screWs punched into the sheet along tWo adjacent 
edges. These tWo adjacent edges become female ?anges 
When forming of the metal sheet is complete. The other tWo 
adjacent edges form male ?anges that Will help support the 
?nished decorative panel When the male ?ange is inserted into 
the female ?ange Which is mounted on a room surface such as 
a ceiling. 
The corners of the metal sheet are cut at an angle approxi 

mately forty-?ve degrees to alloW the ?ange areas on all four 
sides located beyond a decorative pattern area to be formed. A 
decorative pattern is formed in an area at a distance from all 
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four edges of the starting sheet. When using a metal material 
a decorative pattern is formed by pressing the sheet of metal 
betWeen a female die, or mold, and a male die, Which also 
begins the formation of the edges that provide tWo female and 
tWo male ?anges. The area on the outer extremities of the 
metal sheet beyond the decorative pattern area are pressed 
doWn toWard the back side of the decorative panel by the press 
along the sides of the male die forming an “L” shaped bend. 
After removal from the die, the outer portion of female 
?anges are bent back upWard hinging at the base of the “L” 
and forming a “V” shape. In the ?nal ?ange bend the “V” 
shaped ?ange is bent back under the decorative panel, and the 
“V” is pressed together such that the opening of the “V” 
becomes narroW and held slightly open by tWo elongated 
dimples running the length of female ?anges to alloW joining 
to a male ?ange on an adjacent decorative panel. One leg of 
the “V” extends beyond the area of the decorative pattern 
upon Which are located the holes that Will be used to hold the 
decorative panel to a ceiling. The ?ange areas comprise a 
female and a male ?ange that are formed on opposite edges of 
the decorative area Where along tWo adjacent edges of the 
decorative panel female ?anges are formed and along the tWo 
remaining adjacent edges male ?anges are formed. The 
female ?anges extending beyond the area of the decorative 
design contain holes for mounting screWs. The male ?anges 
extending beyond the area of the decorative design have a 
smooth surface of the original sheet of material and are 
inserted into the female ?ange of an adjacent decorative panel 
to help hold the panel to Which the male ?ange is attached to 
the room surface. The female ?anges are folded in three folds 
to form the female ?ange that comprises a portion under the 
decorative design area to receive the male ?ange, and a por 
tion extending beyond the decorative area containing mount 
ing holes for attaching the decorative panel to a room surface. 
The male ?anges are folded in one folding step to produce an 
“L” shaped male ?ange that protrudes outWard from the deco 
rative area and mates With the female ?ange of adjacent 
decorative panels When being attached to a room surface. The 
male ?ange slips into the female ?ange over the heads of the 
mounting screWs holding the panel With the female ?ange to 
the room surface and obscuring the mounting screWs from 
vieW. 

The decorative panels are ?rst installed in a ?rst column, 
running along one edge of an area on the surface of a room 
With a ?rst panel located at a comer of the area that is to 
receive the decorative panels, Where the female ?anges are 
oriented aWay from the comer in the direction of the remain 
ing area. Each decorative panel is held in position by six 
screWs, three along each edge of the female ?anges. If the 
original surface is created from a building material called 
sheet rock, the screWs are of a type particularly suited for the 
sheet rock material. A second decorative panel is positioned 
adjacent to the ?rst panel in the ?rst column such that a male 
?ange is positioned into the female ?ange, and the decorative 
areas of the ?rst and second panel are butted together, obscur 
ing the mounting screWs and forming an extended decorative 
pattern along the ?rst column. Then the second decorative 
panel is attached to the room surface With six screWs, using 
three mounting holes located in each of the tWo female 
?anges of the second decorative panel. Subsequent panels are 
attached to the room surface in the ?rst column in a similar 
fashion. The mounting process continues in the ?rst column 
until the ?rst column is completely populated With the deco 
rative panels. 
A ?rst roW is formed along a second edge of an area on the 

surface of a room perpendicular to the ?rst column producing 
an “L” shape. A third decorative panel is positioned next to 
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4 
the ?rst panel in the ?rst roW With a male ?ange of the third 
panel positioned into the female ?ange of the ?rst panel, 
obscuring the heads of the mounting screWs holding the ?rst 
panel to the room surface. The ?rst and third panels are butted 
together forming an extended decorative pattern along the 
?rst roW. Then the third decorative panel is attached to the 
room surface using six mounting screWs, three each in the 
holes of the tWo female ?anges. Subsequent decorative panels 
are attached in the ?rst roW in a similar fashion, extending the 
decorative pattern to the end of the ?rst roW. 

Subsequent columns and roWs adjacent to the ?rst column 
and roW are populated With additional decorative panels by 
mating male and female ?anges and fastening each panel to 
the surface of the room directly With screWs. This process of 
populating the area of a surface of a room With decorative 

panels continues until a last panel is positioned and fastened 
to the surface of the room. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

This invention Will be described With reference to the 
accompanying draWings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1A is a plan vieW of the present invention shoWing a 
prepared sheet of material ready for forming; 

FIG. 1B is a plan vieW of the present invention of a sheet of 
material With a pressed design thereon; 

FIG. 2A is an isometric vieW of the present invention 
shoWing the partial formed female edges after a ?rst bending 
operation; 

FIG. 2B is an isometric vieW of the present invention shoW 
ing the formed male edges; 

FIG. 3 is an isometric vieW of the present invention shoW 
ing the partial formed female edges after a second bending 
operation; 

FIG. 4A is a plan vieW of the present invention shoWing a 
formed decorative panel; 

FIG. 4B is a cross section of the formed decorative panel 
shoWing an edge containing a male ?ange; 

FIG. 4C is a cross section of the formed decorative panel 
shoWing an edge containing a female ?ange; 

FIG. 5A is a plan vieW of the present invention shoWing the 
population of an area Within a room With decorative panels; 
and 

FIG. 5B is a cross section of the present invention shoWing 
the mating of a male and female ?ange and the attachment of 
the female ?ange to a surface of a room. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In FIG. 1A is shoWn a sheet 10 of tin-plated alloy steel used 
to form a decorative panel of the present invention. The sheet 
measures approximately tWenty-seven inches square and 
contains punched holes 11 on tWo adjacent sides designated 
as female sides of the panel. The holes are used in attaching a 
?nished decorative panel to surface of a room. Opposite the 
female sides are edges designated as male sides 15. Within the 
sheet is shoWn an area 12 in Which a decorative design is to be 
formed. The decorative design area is approximately tWo feet 
square and offset from the center of the sheet by approxi 
mately one half inch in each the “x” and “y” directions. The 
corners 13 are cut at an angle of approximately forty-?ve 
degrees and are positions so that the cut for each comer is 
tangent to the respective corner of the area 12. The edges 14 
containing the punched holes 11 are formed into female 
?anges that attached the decorative panel to a surface. The 



US 8,191,326 B2 
5 

edges 15 Without holes are formed into male ?anges, Which 
mate With female ?anges of adjacent decorative panels. 

In FIG. 1B is shown a sheet of tin plated alloy steel 20 after 
a decorative pattern 21 has been formed into the sheet using a 
press With a female die, or mold, and a male die. TWo elon 
gated dimples, or protrusions, 22 are formed on the tWo 
female sides 14, Which contain the punched holes 11. The 
elongated dimples, or protrusions, are used to alloW easy 
insertion of a male ?ange of an adjacent decorative panel into 
a female ?ange of the completed decorative panel by keeping 
a folded female ?ange slightly open. A vieW of the comer 
Where the tWo female sides 14 come together is shoWn in FIG. 
2A and a comer vieW of the joining of the tWo male sides is 
shoWn in FIG. 2B. 

In FIG. 2A is an isometric vieW of the comer 30 Where the 
tWo folded female sides 14 (FIG. 1B) come together after the 
?rst fold 24 of the area on the panel that contains the tWo 
female edges. In this ?rst fold, the female edges form an “L” 
shape. The sheet 20 containing the formed decorative pattern 
21 is shoWn resting on the male die 26 of the press. In FIG. 2B 
is shoWn the corner 31 Where the tWo male sides 15 (FIG. 1B) 
come together again forming an “L” shaped male ?ange 25. 
The vertical leg of the “L” is much shorter than that of the 
vertical leg for the female edges 24 in FIG. 2A. 

In FIG. 3 is shoWn a second fold of the female edges 34 into 
an inverted “V” shape. Behind the second folded female 
edges is the area of the backside of the formed decorative 
pattern 35. The outer leg 36 of the inverted “V” his longer than 
the inner leg, Which Will alloW the punched holes 11 to be 
exposed after the ?nal fold so that the holes can be used to 
mount the ?nished decorative panel. The area 37 of the fold 
requires a cutting aWay of a slight amount of material so that 
the tWo female ?anges that are formed in the ?nal fold come 
together properly and are able to receive a mating male ?ange 
from adjacent decorative panels When assembled together on 
a surface ofa room, i.e. a ceiling or a Wall. 

In FIG. 4A is shoWn the ?nal formed decorative panel 50. 
The female sides 52 shoWn in FIG. 3 as inverted “V” shaped 
edges 34 are folded under the back of the area containing the 
decorative pattern 51. The “V” shaped female edges 34 are 
pressed together creating a narroW opening to receive a male 
?ange 25 (FIG. 2B) and permitting the punched holes 11 to be 
exposed. In FIG. 4B is shoWn a cross section of the male 
?ange 25 and a potion of the area of the decorative pattern 51. 
The vertical edge of the “L” shaped male ?ange has a length 
that aligns the foot of the “L” shape With an opening in the 
female ?ange 52. FIG. 4C shoWs a cross section of the ?nal 
folded and pressed together shape of the female ?ange 52. A 
mounting hole 11 is shoWn in the in the expose leg of the 
female ?ange 52 along With elongated dimples, or elongated 
indentations, 22 that extend the Width of the ?ange to keep the 
female ?ange slightly open. After the ?nal fold When the 
mechanical processing of the decorative panel is completed, 
the panel is coated, for instance by electro static painting, 
Which is heat dried before being assembled together With 
additional decorative panels on a surface. 

In FIG. 5A is a diagram of the present invention shoWing 
the mounting of a plurality of decorative panels 72 onto a 
surface of a room. Each of the panels has a loWer male ?ange 
25b, a left male ?ange 25a, an upper female ?ange 52a and a 
right female ?ange 52b. The surface of the room has a grid, 
either imaginary or laid out by a chalk string, or equivalent, 
With columns C1 to Cn and roWs R1 to Rm. The decorative 
panels, hereafter called panels, are ?rst positioned, mated 
With adjacent panel previously installed and connected to a 
room surface (ceiling or Wall) in an “L” shaped pattern start 
ing in a ?rst column C1 and a ?rst roW R1 at the outer edge of 
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6 
the area that is to be covered With the panels. Either the ?rst 
column C1 or the ?rst roW R1 can be populated ?rst starting 
at the comer position, C1 and R1. Any corner of the area can 
be the starting position, but for purposes of the description 
herein the starting position is designated as the loWer left 
corner of FIG. 5A. 
A ?rst decorative panel 62 is position in the comer formed 

by column C1 and roW R1 With the female ?anges pointing 
toWards the area to be populated. Once the ?rst decorative 
panel is positioned, the panel is fastened to the room surface 
With screWs or other suitable mounting mechanisms. If the 
surface of the room is made of sheet rock material, then sheet 
rock screWs are used to fasten the panel through the exposed 
holes in the female ?anges. As described herein, each female 
?ange 52a and 52b has three mounting holes 11; hoWever, 
there maybe a greater or feWer number of holes needed to be 
used to attach the panels to a surface, for instance if the 
surface Was a strong material such as Wood, then one or tWo 
screWs or other suitable fastening mechanisms might be used 
to attach the panels. 
Once the ?rst decorative panel 62 has been positioned and 

fastened to the room surface, a second panel 63 in C1 and R2 
is mated With the ?rst panel 62 by aligning the second panel 
63 With the ?rst panel 62 and inserting loWer male ?ange of 
panel 63 into the upper female ?ange of panel 62 The tWo 
panels 62 and 63 are butted together eliminating any discern 
able gap betWeen the tWo panels and covering the fastening 
mechanisms used for panel 62. Panel 63 is then fastened to the 
material forming the surface in a fashion similar to the ?rst 
panel 62. The next panel is positioned either above the second 
panel 63 in C1 or to the right of panel 62 in R1. Herein it is 
assumed for illustration purposes that the next panel 64 is 
positioned above panel 63, aligned and mated With panel 63 
and mounted to the surface in a similar fashion as described 
for panel 63 mating With panel 62. The important part of the 
initial population of the area 60 is to ?rst populate the ?rst 
column C1 and the ?rst roW R1 before any additional columns 
and roWs are populated to alloW the mounting holes of each 
panel to be accessible for fastening a panel to the material 
forming the surface upon Which the panels are being 
assembled. 
The column C1 is populated With additional panels in like 

fashion as describe for panels 62 and 63 until a ?nal panel 65 
is positioned and fastened to the surface. Then panel 66 is 
position in the ?rst roW R1 to the right of panel 62, mated With 
panel 62 by inserting a left male ?ange of panel 66 into the 
right female ?ange of panel 62, butting the tWo panels 66 and 
62 together to eliminate any discemable gap, covering the 
fastening mechanisms in the mounting holes in panel 62 and 
fastening panel 66 to the surface using the punched holes in 
the tWo female ?anges 52a and 52b of panel 66. Outer roW R1 
of the area 69 is populated With additional panels in a similar 
fashion as used for panel 66, until the ?nal panel 67 in column 
Cn is positioned and mated With the panel to the left in roW R1 
and fastened in place. 

Continuing to refer to FIG. 5A, next a panel 68 is posi 
tioned into column C2 and roW R2 Where the left male ?ange 
25b of panel 68 is inserted into the right female ?ange 52b of 
panel 63, and the loWer male ?ange 25a of panel 68 is inserted 
into the upper female ?ange 52a of panel 66. Panel 68 is 
aligned With panels 63 and 66, butting panel 68 against panels 
63 and 66 to eliminate any discernable gaps, covering the 
fastening hardWare in panels 63 and 66, and fastening panel 
68 to the surface material. Then panel 69 is positioned, 
aligned and butted against panels 64 and 68, Where the left 
male ?ange 25b of panel 69 is inserted into the right female 
?ange 52b of panel 64, and the loWer male ?ange 3511-2511 of 
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panel 69 is inserted into the upper female ?ange 52a of panel 
68. Column C2 is populated With panels using a similar 
procedure as used for panel 69, and When column C2 is 
populated roW 2 is populated. 

Panel 71 is positioned into C3 and R2, aligned, mated and 
butted against panels 68 and 70, Where a left male ?ange 25b 
of panel 71 is mated With a right female 52b of panel 68 and 
a loWer male ?ange 25a of panel 71 is mated With a upper 
female ?ange 52a of panel 70. Panel 71 is then fastened to the 
material forming the surface of the area 60. The population of 
the surface area 60 With panels continues until the last panel 
72 in column Cn and roW Rm has been position, aligned, and 
mated With the adjacent panels, and the last panel 72 is fas 
tened to the material forming the surface of the room. 

In FIG. 5B is shoWn a cross section of a mating of a male 
?ange 90 of a panel 70 (FIG. 5A) to a female ?ange 92 of 
panel 66. The female ?ange 92 is fastened to a material 95 
forming the surface upon Which both panels 66 and 70 are 
being fastened. Prior to the mating of panels 66 and 70, the 
female ?ange 92 of panel 66 is formed into a closed “V” shape 
Where one leg of the “V” longer and is used to alloW fastening 
panel 66 to the building material 95 using a screW in this 
example. If the material is sheet rock, the screW is a sheet rock 
screW or equivalent. There are shoWn tWo elongated dimples 
(protrusions) 96, Which run the length of the female ?ange 
that hold open, slightly, the “V” shape of the female ?ange to 
alloW the insertion of the male ?ange 90 formed as part of 
panel 70. The male ?ange 90 is formed into an “L” shape and 
has a smooth surface free of protrusions or perturbations 
similar to the elongated dimples 96 of the female ?ange 90. 

While the invention has been particularly shoWn and 
described With reference to preferred embodiments thereof, it 
Will be understood by those skilled in the art that various 
changes in form and details may be made Without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A decorative panel, comprising: 
a) said decorative panel capable of being formed on a room 

surface With a plurality of other said decorative panels, 
Wherein each said decorative panel further comprises a 
front surface and a back surface; 

b) a female ?ange formed as a V-shaped pressed together 
fold behind the back surface at a female edge of said 
decorative panel, Wherein an exposed leg of said female 
?ange extends outWard from under the back surface; 
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c) said exposed leg further comprises: 

i) at least one elongated indentation that spans a length of 
said exposed leg Wherein said elongated indentation 
in said exposed leg of said female ?ange maintains an 
opening in said female ?ange to receive said male 
?ange from said adjacent panel of said plurality of 
other said decorative panels, 

ii) at least one mounting hole capable of attaching the 
female ?ange to said room surface; 

d) said female ?ange located on tWo adjacent edges of said 
decorative panel; 

e) a male ?ange that extends outWard from said front sur 
face of said decorative panel, free of holes and indenta 
tions and located on tWo adjacent edges of said decora 
tive panel; and 

f) said male ?ange formed to align With said opening of the 
female ?ange. 

2. The decorative panel of claim 1, Wherein said decorative 
panel is formed With a metal material. 

3. The decorative panel of claim 2, Wherein said metal 
material is a tin-plated alloy. 

4. The decorative panel of claim 1, Wherein said front 
surface of said decorative panel contains a decorative pattern. 

5. The decorative panel of claim 1, Wherein said decorative 
panel is capable of being fastened directly to a room surface 
using said mounting hole through Which a fastening element 
attaches said decorative panel directly to said room surface. 

6. The decorative panel of claim 5 Wherein said mounting 
hole and said fastening element are obscured from vieW by an 
adjacent panel of said plurality of other said decorative pan 
els. 

7. The decorative panel of claim 5, Wherein the room sur 
face is a ceiling or Wall constructed from a sheet rock material 
and said decorative panel is capable of being fastened to said 
surface With a screW. 

8. The decorative panel of claim 1, Wherein said female 
?ange under the back surface of said decorative panel is 
capable of receiving said male ?ange from an adjacent panel 
of the plurality of other said decorative panels. 

9. The decorative panel of claim 8, Wherein said female 
?ange, When mated With said male ?ange of the adjacent 
panel, is capable of holding said male ?ange of the adjacent 
panel in position on the room surface. 

* * * * * 


