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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DIGITAL 
SIGNAL PROCESSING FOR RADIO 

FREQUENCY SURGERY MEASUREMENTS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to a treatment 
device, and more particularly to digital signal processing of 
radio frequency signals of the treatment device. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Soft tissue remodeling is a biophysical phenomenon that 
occurs at cellular and molecular levels. Molecular contraction 
or partial denaturiZation of collagen involves the application 
of an energy source, Which destabiliZes the longitudinal axis 
of the molecule by cleaving heat labile bonds of a triple helix. 
As a result, stress is created to break the intermolecular bonds 
of the matrix. This is essentially an immediate extra-cellular 
process, Whereas cellular contraction requires a lag period for 
the migration and multiplication of ?broblasts into a Wound 
as provided by a Wound healing sequence. In higher devel 
oped animal species, the Wound healing response to an injury 
involves an initial in?ammatory process that subsequently 
leads to the deposition of scar tissue. 

The initial in?ammatory response consists of the in?ltra 
tion by White blood cells or leukocytes that dispose of cellular 
debris. Approximately seventy-tWo hours later, proliferation 
of ?broblasts occurs at the injured site. These cells differen 
tiate into contractile myo?broblasts, Which are the source of 
cellular soft tissue contraction. FolloWing cellular soft tissue 
contraction, collagen is laid doWn as a static scar supporting 
matrix in the tightened soft tissue structure. The deposition 
and subsequent remodeling of this nascent scar matrix pro 
vides the means to alter the consistency and geometry of soft 
tissue for aesthetic purposes. 

In light of the preceding discussion, there are a number of 
dermatological procedures that lend themselves to treatments 
Which deliver thermal energy to skin and underlying tissue to 
cause a contraction of collagen and/ or initiate a Wound heal 
ing response. Such procedures include skin remodeling/re 
surfacing, Wrinkle removal, and treatment of the sebaceous 
glands, hair follicles, adipose tissue, and spider veins. 

Currently available technologies that deliver thermal 
energy to the skin and underlying tissue include electromag 
netic energy, optical (laser), ultrasound and direct heating 
With a hot surface. In particular, electromagnetic energy may 
take the form of Radio Frequency (RF) energy. 
RF based surgery demands knoWledge of the electrical 

properties of the applied RF. These properties include accu 
rate values of poWer, energy, and current delivered to a 
patient. For example, to receive the desired cosmetic effects 
using an RF energy delivery system a precise accumulated 
dose of RF energy must be delivered to the patient. Contem 
porary treatment protocols require accurate control of either 
RF current or RF poWer until a prescribed quantity of energy 
is accumulated or an appropriate time-out period has elapsed. 
Because of the differences from one patient to another, tissue 
resistance and RF current passing through the patient are 
highly variable. Consequently, to maximiZe the poWer to the 
patient it folloWs that a matching impedance of the electro 
magnetic energy source used in the RF surgery must be adapt 
able. Knowledge of the properties of the applied RF, patient 
tissue resistance, patient RF current and matching impedance 
are required to choose a current that Will result in reaching a 
prescribed energy level Within a speci?ed treatment time 
period. 
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2 
The high frequency RF signals of an electromagnetic 

energy delivery system, Which may be in the MegahertZ 
range, are delivered to the patient over electrical cables that 
are generally tWo meters long. The electromagnetic energy 
delivery system typically comprises an electromagnetic 
energy delivery device (typically a handpiece) to transmit the 
electromagnetic energy, and an electromagnetic energy 
source (generator) to produce the RF signals. RF energy is 
coupled into the patient capacitively through a tip in the 
handpiece. 
A challenge With transferring the RF energy capacitively is 

that the patient has stray capacitance to earth ground that 
provides a bypass path for the RF current, leading to skeWed 
measurements of the RF current or RF poWer. For example, 
taking measurements of the RF current or RF poWer at the 
generator (Which may be remote from the patient) is challeng 
ing because cable impedances, insert capacitance, patient 
stray bypass capacitance, and the resultant effects on the 
measurement data value are all variable. HoWever, the RF 
current and RF poWer must be knoWn to calculate the total RF 
energy transmitted to the patient. Too much RF energy may 
result in burns, While too little RF energy may not provide the 
desired result. 

To optimiZe the transfer of RF energy and maintain high 
electrical e?iciency in the generator, the adaptable matching 
netWork may be utiliZed. The matching netWork compensates 
for capacitive and inductive reactance in the RF cables, insert 
capacitance, variable stray capacitance to earth ground, and 
variable tissue resistance. The matching netWork operates to 
maximiZe the RF energy transferred to the patient. 

Tunable reactive components in the matching network may 
be adjusted to achieve an acceptable impedance match 
betWeen the RF generator output stage and the compensated 
RF load impedance. The matching netWork is adjusted prior 
to a surgical RF delivery such that the RF current and voltage 
are approximately in phase and a directional coupler indicates 
a minimum in the re?ected poWer coef?cient, or ratio of 
re?ected poWer to forWard poWer. 

Current sense transformers located at the RF output and 
return sense current delivered to the patient. HoWever, a vari 
able current that bypasses the patient through stray capaci 
tance may be dif?cult to remotely determine. The bypass 
current may be needed to accurately calculate the amount of 
RF energy that has actually been transferred to the patient. 

Calculating root mean square (RMS) values of the RF 
current and RF poWer at frequencies in the MHZ range can 
also be challenging. Measuring the RMS RF current or RMS 
RF poWer at high frequencies is dif?cult due to the state of 
contemporary sensor devices. One Way to measure RMS RF 
current and voltage is through an active peak detector. The 
RMS value is then calculated using the standard formula of 
0.707 times the peak value. HoWever, the active peak detector 
only detects and measures the high and loW peaks of an RF 
signal Without any consideration of possible harmonics. 
Additionally, the active peak detector is limited to applica 
tions Where there is a pure sinusoidal Waveform. Further 
more, the operating frequency for an active peak detection 
circuit requires that it detect peaks at many times the operat 
ing frequency of the signal it is measuring. Due to limitations 
in contemporary technology, this method is challenging and 
results in less accurate readings. 

Another Way to measure the peak value of the RF current 
and voltage at high frequencies is to utiliZe a diode circuit. 
HoWever, diode circuits generally produce nonlinearities and 
harmonics or otherWise introduce inaccuracies into the mea 
surements. At the operating frequencies of an electromag 
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netic energy delivery system, these inaccuracies make diode 
circuits a less than attractive alternative. 
As shown in detail above, measuring the outputs of an RF 

surgical device presents numerous challenges. Consequently, 
there is need for an improved method and apparatus for per 
forming critical RF signal measurements of an RF energy 
delivery system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of the invention provide a method and appa 
ratus utiliZing undersampling techniques that address the 
challenges of performing critical RF signal measurements. 
Embodiments of the invention provide a method of measur 
ing the electromagnetic energy generated from an electro 
magnetic energy delivery system that includes a processor 
and a memory. A skin contacting portion of the electromag 
netic energy delivery system contacts a patient’s skin surface 
and transfers electromagnetic energy to a tissue beneath the 
skin surface of the patient. The electromagnetic energy deliv 
ery system detects a value of at least one characteristic of the 
electromagnetic energy by Way of synchronous undersam 
pling. In some embodiments, the characteristic detected is a 
current value of the electromagnetic energy. The current lost 
through the patient is calculated to determine the actual 
energy delivered to a patient. 

In some embodiments, a matching netWork having an 
adjustable impedance is established. A current correction fac 
tor is calculated from the resistive value of the impedance of 
the matching netWork and the inductive value of the imped 
ance of the matching netWork. In some embodiments, the 
current correction factor is determined from a softWare 
lookup table. In some embodiments, the current correction 
factor may be utiliZed to determine the value of current lost 
through the patient. In some embodiments, the value of cur 
rent lo st through the patient may be utiliZed to determine the 
electromagnetic energy transferred to the patient. In some 
embodiments, the transfer of electromagnetic energy may be 
substantially terminated When a predetermined amount of 
electromagnetic energy has been delivered. 

These and other advantages Will be apparent in light of the 
folloWing ?gures and detailed description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying draWings, Which are incorporated in 
and constitute a part of this speci?cation, illustrate embodi 
ments of the invention and, together With a general descrip 
tion of the invention given above and the detailed description 
of the embodiments given beloW, serve to explain the prin 
ciples of the invention. 

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic illustration of an electromagnetic 
energy delivery system consistent With embodiments of the 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic illustration that provides addi 
tional detail of the control unit of the electromagnetic energy 
delivery system of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a ?oW chart illustrating the steps of calculating the 
operational frequency of the control unit shoWn in FIGS. 1 
and 2 to undersample the characteristics of a Radio Frequency 
signal. 

FIG. 4 is a ?oW chart illustrating the steps of calculating the 
actual current and poWer delivered to a patient from an elec 
tromagnetic energy delivery system of FIG. 1 and consistent 
With embodiments of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Turning noW to the draWings, Wherein like numbers denote 
like parts throughout the several vieWs, FIG. 1 is a diagram 
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4 
matic illustration of an electromagnetic energy delivery sys 
tem 10 su?icient foruse as a Radio Frequency (“RF”) surgical 
device and consistent With embodiments of the present inven 
tion. The electromagnetic energy delivery system 10 includes 
an RF energy source 12 in electrical communication With a 
control unit 13. One end of a coaxial cable 14 is electrically 
connected to the RF energy source 12 through a con?gurable 
matching impedance netWork 15. An RF energy delivery 
device 16 is electrically connected to the opposing end of the 
coaxial cable 14. At least one sensor 17 is in electrical com 
munication With the coaxial cable 14 and control unit 13. 
Sensors 17 transmit signals corresponding to phase, voltage, 
and current of the forWard and re?ected signal on the coaxial 
cable 14 to the control unit 13. 

In one embodiment, the RF energy source 12 is a generator 
that includes a high-frequency oscillator operative to produce 
a high frequency signal in the range of approximately 200 
MHZ to approximately 500 MHZ. A “Divide by N” (D/N) 
counter inside the RF energy source is con?gured to divide 
the high frequency signal by a value, N1, to produce a refer 
ence signal in the frequency range of approximately 4 MHZ to 
approximately 8 MHZ. The reference signal is operable to 
produce a periodic RF signal of like frequency from the RF 
energy source 12. 

In some embodiments, RF energy delivery device 16 is a 
handpiece operative to couple to a patient and transfer RF 
energy such as that disclosed in US. Pat. No. 7,006,874 
entitled “Treatment Apparatus With Electromagnetic Energy 
Delivery Device and Non-Volatile Memory,” the disclosure 
of Which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 
The RF energy transmitted from RF energy source 12 through 
the coaxial cable 14 and to the RF energy delivery device 16 
takes the form of the periodic RF signal. The RF energy 
delivery device 16 delivers RF energy to a tissue of the patient 
during an RF surgical procedure. In particular, the RF energy 
delivery device 16 contacts a skin surface of a patient With a 
skin contacting portion. RF energy is then transferred from 
the RF energy delivery device 16 to tissue beneath the surface 
of the skin. For accurate surgical procedures, it is necessary to 
knoW the precise amount of energy transferred to the patient. 
To determine the energy transferred to the patient, the control 
unit 13 is operable to determine RF signal characteristics 
synchronously and calculate precise poWer delivered to the 
patient. 

Control unit 13 measures the forWard and re?ected char 
acteristics of the RF signal on the coaxial cable 14. In some 
embodiments, control unit 13 is in electrical communication 
With a conducting Wire and a conducting sheath of the coaxial 
cable 14 directly through sensors 17. In this Way, control unit 
13 measures the output characteristics of the RF signal With at 
least one sensor 17 connected to the conducting Wire of the 
coaxial cable 14 and the re?ected characteristics of the RF 
signal With at least one sensor 17 connected to the conducting 
sheath of the coaxial cable 14. Sensors 17 may be con?gured 
to provide the control unit 13 With signals corresponding to 
the forWard poWer of the RF signal, the re?ected poWer of the 
RF signal, the re?ected voltage of the RF signal, the monopo 
lar current of the RF signal, the bipolar current of the RF 
signal, and/or the re?ected current of the RF signal. In alter 
nate embodiments, control unit 13 may be coupled to the 
coaxial cable 14 and associated sensors 17 remotely through 
a netWork. 

The control unit 13 analyZes the measured characteristics 
of the RF signal and determines the energy transferred to the 
patient during an RF surgical procedure. In this Way, the 
control unit 13 is operable to calculate the tissue resistance 
and stray capacitance of the patient. In some embodiments, 
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the control unit 13 adjusts the matching network 15 to com 
pensate for patient tissue resistance, variable patient stray 
capacitance, capacitive and inductive reactance in the coaxial 
cable 14, and insert capacitance of the RF energy delivery 
system. Matching the complex resistivity of the coaxial cable 
14, RF energy delivery device 16, and patient tissue With the 
adjustable matching netWork 15 may maximiZe poWer trans 
ferred to the patient during the RF surgical procedure. In some 
embodiments, the control unit 13 obtains values for the 
patient load and electromagnetic energy delivery system load 
though analysis of the output and re?ected characteristics of 
the RF signal. The real component of the resistivity of the 
matching impedance netWork Will correspond to the tissue 
resistance of the patient. The complex component of the 
resistivity of the matching impedance netWork Will corre 
spond to the stray capacitance of the patient. In alternate 
embodiments, the control unit 13 is connected to a directional 
coupler (not shoWn) operable to indicate the re?ected poWer 
coe?icient, or ratio of re?ected poWer to forWard poWer. The 
control unit 13 adjusts the matching netWork 15 and monitors 
the directional coupler for an indication that there is maxi 
mum poWer transferred to the patient. In this Way, the control 
unit 13 compensates for patient tissue resistance, variable 
patient stray capacitance, capacitive and inductive reactance 
in the coaxial cable 14, and insert capacitance of the RF 
energy delivery system to maximiZe poWer transferred to a 
patient during an RF surgical procedure. 

Control unit 13 may be incorporated in the same housing as 
RF energy source 12 and matching netWork 15. In alternate 
embodiments, control unit 13 may be incorporated into RF 
energy delivery device 16. Incorporating control unit 13 into 
the same housing as RF energy source 12 is believed to assist 
in reducing Wear and prolong the operating life of control unit 
13. The RF energy delivery device 16 may experience 
extreme environments resulting from continual handling, 
inadvertent dropping, and other jarring motion. Control unit 
13 controls operation of the RF energy source 12 and may 
terminate the operation of the electromagnetic energy deliv 
ery system 10 if a failure has occurred. Similarly, control unit 
13 may terminate operation of the RF energy source 12 or RF 
energy delivery device 16 if a predetermined amount of RF 
energy has been transferred. 

Control unit 13 is in electrical communication With an 
interface 18 that indicates error conditions of the electromag 
netic energy delivery system 10, information about RF signal 
characteristics of the electromagnetic energy delivery system 
10, and completion of treatment of the patient. Interface 18 
may also be used to input commands into the electromagnetic 
energy delivery system 10, such as desired energy to the 
patient, desired time of treatment, a command to shut-doWn 
the electromagnetic energy delivery system 10, and desired 
con?guration of the electromagnetic energy delivery system 
10. 

Characteristics of the RF signal may be determined by 
synchronously sampling the RF signal With the control unit 
13. In some embodiments, the control unit 13 measures char 
acteristics of the RF signal at a different frequency than the 
frequency of the RF signal to accurately measure the charac 
teristics of the RF signal. For example, an RF signal may be 
oversampled at a frequency at least tWice as high as the 
highest frequency of the RF signal; hoWever, oversampling an 
RF signal from an electromagnetic energy delivery system, 
such as that from FIG. 1, results in high overhead costs 
including multiple expensive components for peak detection 
and scaling. At the high operating frequencies of the electro 
magnetic energy delivery system 10 illustrated in FIG. 1, it 
may be di?icult to oversample an RF signal and accurately 
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6 
capture signal characteristics because of the high speed 
requirements of circuitry components. Similarly, the high 
speed operating requirements to oversample an RF signal 
may result in the need for circuitry components that are very 
expensive. Additionally, at higher frequencies, such as those 
in the electromagnetic energy delivery system 10, it may be 
di?icult to determine the signi?cant higher order Fourier 
harmonic components of an RF signal. Therefore, the 
approach taken by the control unit 13, in some embodiments, 
is to determine the RF signal characteristics by synchro 
nously undersampling the signal. 

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic illustration of an embodiment of 
control unit 13 that includes a timing circuit 30, an analog 
to-digital (A/D) unit 32, and a processing unit 34 utiliZed to 
undersample an RF signal. Timing circuit 30 is in electrical 
communication With a high frequency signal from RF energy 
source 12 and con?gured to produce a timing signal operative 
as a clock signal on clock signal line 36 for A/D unit 32 and 
processing unit 34. In the illustrated embodiment in FIG. 2, 
A/D unit 32 is comprised of a multiplexer (MUX) 38 and an 
A/D converter 40. In some embodiments, processing unit 34 
may be one or more ?eld programmable gate array 
(“FPGA”), one or more processors, one or more controllers, 

or other programmable logic devices. Processing unit 34 may 
also include a memory 35 operable to store signal character 
istics and system con?guration settings. 

Timing circuit 30 may utiliZe a D/ N counter (not shoWn) in 
a similar Way as used by the RF energy source 12 described 
above. In one embodiment, a D/N counter in timing circuit 30 
transforms the high frequency signal from RF energy source 
12 into a clock signal output on clock signal line 36. The clock 
signal produces an operational frequency for control unit 13 
to undersample the characteristics of the RF signal. In an 
alternate embodiment, timing circuit 30 may be incorporated 
into processing unit 34. 

Undersampling samples a signal at frequencies that are 
loWer than the loWest frequency of the signal. Because the RF 
signal is periodic, a delay betWeen samples does not affect the 
accuracy of the characteristics measured. Furthermore, 
undersampling reduces the requirements on the upper mag 
nitude of the operational frequency signal for the A/ D unit 32 
and the processing unit 34, generally resulting in loWer costs 
of implementation. Undersampling may compensate for 
spikes or noise in the RF signal While retaining the ability to 
detect up to the tenth harmonic of the RF signal. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a ?oWchart to produce a clock signal used 
to undersample an RF signal by a control unit such as that 
shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2. In step 52, a value corresponding to 
N1 is determined by the timing circuit 30.As disclosed above, 
the value of N1 corresponds to a value used to divide the high 
frequency signal from the RF energy source 12 resulting in 
the frequency of the RF signal, approximately 4 MHZ to 8 
MHZ. In one embodiment, the oscillation frequency of the 
high frequency oscillator in RF energy source 12 is knoWn, 
alloWing N1 to be a constant stored in memory 35 and 
retrieved by timing circuit 30. 

In step 54, a user input sample number (“N2”) is deter 
mined. An operator of the electromagnetic energy delivery 
system speci?es N2 by Way of a prompt at interface 18. In an 
alternate embodiment, the control unit 13 is programmed 
With a ?xed N2. N2 is placed in a denominator (l/N2) and 
added to N1 to calculate operational frequency suitable for 
the control unit 13 to undersample the RF signal. 
The operational frequency is calculated in step 56. The D/N 

counter in the timing circuit 30 calculates the operational 
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frequency (F OPERATING) by dividing the high frequency sig 
nal (FHIGH) from the RF energy source 12 by the sum of N1 
and l/N2: 

F HIGH 
F OPERATING = i1 

Any positive integer value of N2 results in a loWer opera 
tional frequency than the frequency of the RF signal. Gener 
ally, N2 is a Whole number that is alWays greater than a value 
of 2. In some embodiments, N2 has a value greater than 10 to 
reduce measured effects of random noise and occasional 
noise on the RF signal. At step 58, timing circuit 30 produces 
a clock signal corresponding to the operational frequency to 
control the operation of A/D unit 32 and processing unit 34. 

Referring again to FIG. 2, A/D unit 32 receives clock 
signals from the timing circuit 30 and receives signals corre 
sponding to forWard and re?ected poWer, phase, and current 
from the sensors 17 in the block shoWn generally as signal 
block 37. Upon receiving a pulse from clock signal line 36, 
A/ D unit 32 converts an analog value of an RF signal charac 
teristic from the signal block 37 into a digital value. A pulse 
from clock signal line 36 sWitches connections in MUX 38 to 
a particular characteristic line, alloWing an analog signal 
characteristic to proceed to A/ D converter 40. A/D converter 
40 converts the analog characteristic to a digital value, Which 
proceeds to the processing unit 34 for analysis or storage in 
memory 35. In this Way, the control unit 13 synchronously 
samples and determines characteristics of the RF signal. 

Processing unit 34 may be con?gured to store the measured 
characteristics and calculate an RMS value for each charac 
teristic in memory 35. Processing unit 34 may calculate the 
RMS value for each characteristic (CRMS) by computing the 
sum of the squares of the values of the sample points mea 
sured at FOPERATING (CNZ), then dividing by an appropriate 
constant that is related to the number of total samples in the 
computation and the scaling of the units of the measured 
parameter, then taking the square root of that ?nal value. For 
example, a formula for C R MS may be notated as folloWs: 

C 2 

The RMS values for certain characteristics are then ana 
lyZed to obtain values of tissue resistance and stray capaci 
tance of the patient. Values of tissue resistance and stray 
capacitance are in turn analyZed to obtain a current correction 
factor to apply to the measured forWard current in order to 
calculate a precise value of RF energy transferred to the 
patient. 

Transfer of maximum poWer to the patient utiliZing the 
electromagnetic energy delivery system 10 requires the out 
put impedance of the RF energy source 12 to be equal to the 
input impedance of the coaxial cable 14, RF energy delivery 
device 16, and the patient. In one embodiment, after the RF 
energy delivery device 16 has been applied to a patient, but 
before the surgical procedure has been started, the control 
unit 13 analyZes the RMS values of re?ected current and 
re?ected voltage of the RF signal to calculate the tissue resis 
tance of the patient. The value of tissue resistance of the 
patient is matched by the matching netWork 15 to maximiZe 
poWer to the patient. The control unit 13 analyZes the phase 
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8 
difference betWeen the re?ected current and re?ected voltage 
of the RF signal and adjusts matching netWork 15 until Zero 
phase difference is detected. This Zero phase difference indi 
cates that the capacitive value of the patient impedance has 
been matched by an inductive value in the matching netWork 
15. After the matching netWork 15 has been adjusted to elimi 
nate the phase difference to the patient, the control unit 13 has 
an accurate measurement of the total value of the matching 
netWork impedance. In particular, control unit 13 associates 
patient tissue resistance With the resistive value of the match 
ing netWork impedance and control unit 13 associates a tun 
ing inductance With the inductive value of the matching net 
Work impedance. In some embodiments, the matching 
netWork 15 is an array of resistive, inductive, and capacitive 
elements that can be varied by the control unit 13 to obtain a 
matching netWork impedance in relation to the patient load. 

FIG. 4 is a ?oW chart vieW of the process to calculate a 
highly accurate value of poWer transferred to the patient dur 
ing RF surgery using an electromagnetic energy delivery 
system 10 such as that disclosed in FIG. 1. In step 60, the 
tissue resistance of the patient is calculated and the tuning 
inductance is generated by the control unit 13. At step 62, 
controller unit 13 utiliZes the values of tissue resistance and 
tuning inductance as data inputs to a softWare lookup table 
stored in memory 35. The softWare lookup table is con?gured 
to utiliZe the tissue resistance and tuning inductance as data 
inputs and to output a current correction factor in step 64. The 
control unit 13 uses the current correction factor to calculate 
the tissue current of the patient at step 66 by multiplying the 
current correction factor by the RMS value of the RF current. 
In an alternate embodiment, the softWare lookup table may be 
used to generate a poWer correction factor or tissue resistance 
correction factor. A current correction factor, poWer correc 
tion factor, or tissue resistance factor is calculated during 
calibration of the electromagnetic energy delivery system 10 
before an RF surgical procedure. A correction factor in some 
embodiments may be betWeen a value of approximately 0.67 
and approximately 0.95. In another alternate embodiment, 
the control unit 13 may directly calculate a current correction 
factor from the values of tissue resistance and tuning induc 
tance. 

In step 68, control unit 13 calculates the actual poWer 
transferred to a patient during an RF surgical procedure. 
During an RF surgical procedure, control unit 13 monitors 
and calculates RMS values for the forWard poWer, re?ected 
poWer, forWard monopolar current, forWard bipolar current, 
re?ected current, and re?ected voltage of the RF signal uti 
liZing undersampling. By multiplying the current correction 
factor by the RMS value for forWard bipolar current, a value 
for tissue current of the patient can be calculated. Actual 
tissue resistance is then calculated from the values of cor 
rected forWard bipolar current and forWard poWer. Using the 
values of actual tissue resistance and tissue current, a value of 
poWer transferred to a patient during an RF surgical proce 
dure is calculated. This value of poWer transferred to the 
patient is used by control unit 13 to operate electromagnetic 
energy delivery system 10 for a set amount of time or total 
poWer transferred and ensure a patient is not harmed during 
an RF surgical procedure. 

While the present invention has been illustrated by a 
description of the various embodiments and While these 
embodiments have been described in considerable detail, it is 
not the intention of the applicants to restrict or in any Way 
limit the scope of the appended claims to such detail. Addi 
tional advantages and modi?cations Will readily appear to 
those skilled in the art. Thus, the invention in its broader 
aspects is therefore not limited to the speci?c details, repre 
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sentative apparatus and method, and illustrative example 
shown and described. Accordingly, departures may be made 
from such details Without departing from the spirit or scope of 
applicants’ general inventive concept. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of measuring electromagnetic energy gener 

ated from an electromagnetic energy delivery system, the 
method comprising: 

contacting a skin surface of the patient With a skin contact 
ing portion of the electromagnetic energy delivery sys 
tem; 

generating electromagnetic energy, Wherein the electro 
magnetic energy is a radio-frequency signal; 

transferring the electromagnetic energy from the electro 
magnetic energy delivery system to tissue beneath the 
skin surface of the patient through the skin contacting 
portion; 

measuring a value of current of the electromagnetic energy, 
Wherein the value of the current is measured utiliZing 
synchronous undersampling; and 

calculating a value of current lost through the patient, 
Wherein calculating the value of current lost through the 

patient comprises calculating a current correction factor 
based on a value of patient tissue resistance and a value 
of tuning inductance. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein calculating the value of 
current lost through the patient further comprises: 

establishing a matching netWork having an adjustable 
impedance for the electromagnetic energy delivery sys 
tem, 

Wherein the matching netWork is con?gured to match an 
impedance of the patient, and a resistive value of the 
impedance of the matching netWork corresponds to the 
value of patient tissue resistance, and an inductive value 
of the impedance of the matching netWork corresponds 
to the value of tuning inductance of the electromagnetic 
energy delivery system. 

3. The method of claim 2, Wherein the electromagnetic 
energy delivery system includes a memory, and calculating 
the current correction factor comprises: 

referencing a softWare lookup table to determine the cur 
rent correction factor using the value of patient tissue 
resistance and the value of tuning inductance, Wherein 
the softWare lookup table is stored in the memory. 

4. The method of claim 2, Wherein calculating the value of 
current lost through the patient further comprises: 

calculating the current lost through the patient from the 
current correction factor and the measured value of cur 
rent. 

5. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 
determining the electromagnetic energy transferred to the 

patient from the value of current lo st through the patient 
and the value of patient tissue resistance. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
substantially terminating the transfer of electromagnetic 

energy from the electromagnetic energy delivery system 
When a predetermined value of electromagnetic energy 
has been transferred to the tissue of the patient. 

7. An apparatus for determining a value of current lost 
through a patient from an electromagnetic energy delivery 
system during a treatment of the patient, the apparatus com 
prising: 

an electromagnetic energy source operable to generate 
electromagnetic energy, Wherein the electromagnetic 
energy is a radio-frequency signal; 
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a coaxial cable electrically connected to the electromag 

netic energy source; 
an electromagnetic energy delivery device having a skin 

contacting portion, Wherein the electromagnetic energy 
delivery device is electrically connected to the coaxial 
cable and con?gured to contact a skin surface of the 
patient With the skin contacting portion, and Wherein the 
skin contacting portion transfers the electromagnetic 
energy to a tissue beneath the skin surface of the patient 
during the treatment of the patient; 

a control unit electrically connected to the electromagnetic 
energy source and in electrical communication With the 
coaxial cable; and 

a sensor electrically connected to the coaxial cable, the 
sensor in electrical communication With the control unit, 
and the sensor con?gured to provide signals represent 
ing a current of the radio-frequency signal on the coaxial 
cable to the control unit, 

Wherein the control unit is operable to measure a value of 
the current utiliZing synchronous undersampling of the 
radio-frequency signal in the signals provided from the 
sensor, to calculate the value of current lost through the 
patient, and to calculate a current correction factor based 
on a value of patient tissue resistance and a value of 
tuning inductance. 

8. The apparatus of claim 7, Wherein the control unit further 
comprises: 

a processing unit; and 
a memory. 
9. The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising: 
an adjustable matching netWork electrically connected to 

the coaxial cable, the adjustable matching network con 
?gured to maximiZe poWer transferred to the patient 
through the skin contacting portion of the electromag 
netic energy delivery device. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9, Wherein the control unit is 
further operable to adjust the adjustable matching netWork. 

11. The apparatus of claim 7, Wherein a resistive value of 
the impedance of the matching netWork corresponds to the 
value of patient tissue resistance, and an inductive value of the 
impedance of the matching netWork corresponds to the value 
of tuning inductance of the electromagnetic energy delivery 
system. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11, Wherein the control unit is 
further operable to reference a softWare lookup table in 
memory to determine the current correction factor using the 
value of the tissue resistance of the patient and the value of the 
tuning inductance. 

13. The apparatus of claim 11, Wherein the control unit is 
further operable to determine the value of current lo st through 
the patient from the current correction factor and the value of 
current transmitted by the sensor. 

14. The apparatus of claim 11, Wherein the control unit is 
further operable to determine the electromagnetic energy 
transferred to the patient from the value of current lost 
through the patient and the value of patient tissue resistance. 

15. The apparatus of claim 14, Wherein the control unit is 
further operable to substantially terminate the transfer of 
electromagnetic energy from the electromagnetic energy 
delivery system When a predetermined value of electromag 
netic energy has been transferred to the tissue of the patient. 

16. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising: 
an interface in electrical communication With the control 

unit. 


