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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR VARIABLE 
TEXT-TO-SPEECH WITH MINIMIZED 
DISTRACTION TO OPERATOR OF AN 

AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates generally to a system and method for 

dynamically optimizing parameters of a text-to-speech 
(“TTS”) system in response to automotive vehicle environ 
mental conditions in order to maximize the intelligibility of a 
synthesized TTS voice. In particular, the invention is focused 
on a method of optimizing the TTS voice While minimizing 
distractions to a vehicle operator. 

2. Description of Related Art 
Systems incorporating text-to-speech (“TTS”) engines or 

synthesizers coupled to a database of textual data are Well 
knoWn and continue to ?nd an ever-increasing number of 
applications. For example, automobiles equipped With TTS 
and speech-recognition capabilities simplify tasks that Would 
otherWise distract a driver from driving. The uses of TTS 
systems in vehicles include controlling electronic systems 
aboard the vehicle, such as navigation systems or audio sys 
tems, receiving critical emergency broadcasts, and placing 
telephone calls, among others. 

Certain environmental conditions, such as vehicle speed, 
interior noise, lighting conditions, and Weather conditions, 
among others, can affect a driver’s concentration level and 
may affect the driver’s ability to pay attention to and compre 
hend TTS voice prompts. Some existing systems attempt to 
compensate for certain environmental conditions While gen 
erating TTS voice prompts for automotive vehicles. For 
example, some systems monitor vehicle speed or other 
vehicle operating parameters and attempt to schedule mes 
sages for time periods When a driver Will be better equipped to 
listen to them, such as When a driver is stopped or moving 
sloWly. Other systems relating to vehicle navigation may use 
vehicle speed and estimated driver reaction times to give 
verbal instructions, such as “tum right,” at appropriate times. 
A co-pending application by the same inventors entitled, 

“VARIABLE TEXT-TO-SPEECH FOR AUTOMOTIVE 
APPLICATION,” and incorporated herein by reference, 
describes a system addressing the problem that in responding 
to changing environmental conditions, a driver may be 
required to put more concentration into driving and control 
ling a vehicle, leaving less mental poWer available for other 
activities, including listening to and concentrating on a TTS 
system. In fact, under stressful driving conditions, a driver 
may perceive a sloWer TTS voice as being normal and a 
normal-speed voice as being too fast. On the other hand, 
under non-stressful conditions, a driver may require less men 
tal effort, and a sloWer TTS voice may irritate or bore the 
driver. Likewise, other parameters of a TTS voice, such as 
pitch or volume, may also require tuning to optimize intelli 
gibility to a driver under different environmental conditions. 
The above-referenced co-pending application provides a sys 
tem that analyzes vehicle sensor data in order to apply cor 
rections to various parameters of the TTS synthesized voice, 
such as voice speed, pitch, and volume, among others, to 
compensate for environmental conditions to achieve 
improved intelligibility across a Wide variety of vehicle oper 
ating conditions. 

HoWever, When environmental or operating conditions 
change abruptly, applying calculated changes to a TTS sys 
tem immediately can cause discontinuous changes in the 
character of a TTS voice that can be distracting to an operator 
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2 
of a vehicle. For example, While a sloWer speed of a TTS voice 
may not be noticeable to a driver under stressful driving 
conditions, an abrupt change from a normal to a sloWer-speed 
voice, as a driver accelerates, for example, may be noticeable 
and distracting. Thus, it Would be useful to provide a system 
that applies changes to the character of a TTS voice in a 
manner that e?iciently achieves near-optimal performance of 
the character of a TTS voice While making changes in a Way 
that is unnoticeable and non-distracting to a vehicle operator. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A ?rst embodiment of a TTS control system in accordance 
With the present invention comprises one or more vehicle 
sensors for measuring operating states of an automotive 
vehicle, a TTS voice synthesizer for producing a TTS voice, 
a phrase database for providing data to the TTS voice synthe 
sizer, and a TTS processing engine. The TTS processing 
engine includes a TTS parameter database that stores param 
eters for characterizing the voice synthesized by the TTS 
voice synthesizer. The TTS engine also includes a TTS 
parameter calculation module that calculates ideal values of 
the parameters that characterize the TTS voice for the par 
ticular operating states of the vehicle as measured by the 
vehicle sensors. The TTS engine also includes a phrase break 
module that is adapted to identify breaks betWeen phrases 
sent by the phrase database to the TTS voice synthesizer. In 
should be appreciated that a phrase may include a Word, a 
group of Words, a sentence, a command, or similar collection 
of sounds that are to be synthesized by the TTS voice synthe 
sizer in a substantially continuous manner. Phrase breaks 
appear betWeen multiple phrases synthesized by the TTS 
voice synthesizer and are characterized by pauses in the audio 
output. The phrase break module is adapted to control an 
update of the TTS parameter database and may be con?gured 
to prevent the parameter database from being updated in the 
middle of a phrase. In other Words, the phrase break detector 
may alloW the parameter database to be updated With the 
value calculated by the parameter calculation module When a 
phrase break is detected, and it may prevent an update from 
occurring When no break is detected. In this manner, potential 
distractions to the driver of the vehicle may be reduced. 

In one embodiment of a TTS control system in accordance 
With the present invention, the phrase database may include 
special control characters that indicate to the TTS synthesizer 
that it should produce a pause or break in the synthesized 
message. The phrase break detector may be adapted to iden 
tify such control characters in order to determine that a phrase 
break is occurring. 

In another embodiment, the phrase break detector parses 
messages sent to the TTS synthesizer and processes them in a 
manner similar to that of the synthesizer and identi?es phrase 
breaks by noting a lack of commanded audio output. In such 
an embodiment, it may be advantageous to supply the phrase 
break detector With TTS mes sage data that is advanced in time 
With respect to that sent to the TTS synthesizer in order to 
account for time delays in determining Whether a phrase 
break is occurring. 

In an alternative embodiment of a TTS control system, the 
TTS processing engine includes a parameter damping mod 
ule adapted to apply a ?lter to the calculated values of the TTS 
voice characterization parameters. The damping operation is 
intended to reduce the rate and/ or the maximum excursions of 
voice characterization parameters to prevent a change from 
being applied that is so large as to be jarring or distracting to 
the driver of the vehicle. In one embodiment of a damping 
module, calculated values of characterization parameters are 
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subjected to a moving-average ?lter that averages the cur 
rently calculated value of each voice characterization param 
eter With several previous calculations of that value. This 
damping operation creates a loW-pass ?lter that tends to 
smooth out some of the fastest variations in the values taken 
on by the voice characterization parameters. 

In another embodiment of a damping module, the calcu 
lated parameter values are subjected to a sleW-rate limiter. 
The sleW-rate limiter sets a maximum rate at Which a given 
parameter is alloWed to vary. If the calculation of a neW value 
for the parameter Would result in a change greater than the 
sleW rate Would alloW, the calculated value is limited to a 
smaller change consistent With the sleW-rate limit. 

In yet another embodiment of a damping module, the cal 
culated parameter values are subjected to an exponential 
decay ?lter that applies a decaying exponential time constant 
to changes in the calculated values. The time constant can be 
set to any value dictated by the requirements of the applica 
tion. 
Many other embodiments of damping modules are also 

possible, and other types of ?ltering operations that tend to 
smooth out rapid variations in parameter changes, such as 
loW-pass ?lters and band-pass ?lters, Would also fall Within 
the scope and spirit of the present invention. Embodiments of 
TTS control systems that employ only a phrase break detec 
tor, only a damping module, or both a phrase break detector 
and a damping module also fall Within the scope and spirit of 
the present invention. 

In one embodiment of a TTS control system that includes 
both a phrase break detector and a damping module, the 
phrase break detector operates to prevent update of voice 
characterization parameters in the middle of a synthesized 
phrase. During a phrase break, a calculated value that has 
been processed by the damping module may be used to update 
the TTS parameter database in order to control the character 
of the TTS synthesized voice. When multiple voice charac 
terization parameters are being controlled, each may be pro 
cessed independently. Some parameters may be processed 
through a phrase break detector only, others by a damping 
module only, and others by both a phrase break detector and 
a damping module. 

Further advantages and possible embodiments of the 
present invention Will become clear to those skilled in the art 
by study of the folloWing detailed description and the 
attached sheets of draWing that Will ?rst be described brie?y. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 depicts a typical driving scenario in Which a vehicle 
operator uses a TTS system in different operating environ 
ments; 

FIG. 2 depicts a variation of an exemplary TTS audio 
parameter With vehicle speed; 

FIG. 3 depicts a variation of an exemplary TTS audio 
parameter With vehicle speed Wherein TTS audio parameter 
corrections are applied at phrase breaks, according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the present 
invention that applies corrections at breaks betWeen synthe 
sized TTS phrases; 

FIG. 5 depicts a variation of an exemplary TTS audio 
parameter With vehicle speed Wherein a damping module is 
operative according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 

FIGS. 6-8 depict the operation of alternative embodiments 
of a damping module in accordance With the present inven 
tion; and 
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4 
FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the present 

invention including a damping module. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

A text-to-speech (TTS) system for automotive vehicles is 
presented that alloWs for tuning of TTS speech parameters to 
improve intelligibility across a Wide variety of driving con 
ditions While minimizing the distraction to a driver associated 
With abruptly changing characteristics of a TTS voice. A 
typical driving scenario is depicted in FIG. 1. A vehicle 104 
travels along a road 102. During a ?rst time interval 106, the 
vehicle is moving at thirty-?ve miles per hour With minimal 
environmental noise resulting from the operation of the 
engine, the tires on the road, and the interaction of Wind With 
the chassis. During interval 106, the driver may be relatively 
relaxed and not under considerable stress. When the driver 
uses the TTS system during interval 106, the characteristics of 
the TTS voice may be set accordingly. For example, a speed 
of the synthesized voice may be set relatively high, the vol 
ume set relatively loW, and the pitch and other properties of 
the synthesized voice set to desirable levels for this environ 
mental condition. 
The vehicle 104 then accelerates 112 to seventy miles per 

hour, and the driver again uses the TTS system during interval 
108. The increased speed of the vehicle may increase the 
driver’s stress and concentration levels and also increase 
engine, road, and Wind noise. Accordingly, the speed of the 
synthesized TTS voice may be reduced to take into account 
the increased stress level of the driver, and the volume may be 
increased to compensate for the increased noise level due to 
the increased speed. 
The vehicle then decelerates 114 back doWn to thirty-?ve 

miles per hour, and during this deceleration time interval 11 0, 
the driver may again use the TTS system. Ideally, because the 
driver’s stress level may be dropping due to the decreasing 
speed, the speed of the synthesized voice should begin to 
increase, and because the noise levels are reducing, the vol 
ume should be decreasing. HoWever, if these changes are 
applied While the TTS system is synthesizing a phrase, the 
changes to the voice characteristics may be very noticeable to 
the driver and quite distracting. Instead, it is advantageous to 
apply a damping mechanism that smoothes out abrupt 
changes to voice characteristics and to selectively apply 
changes during natural breaks in the phrasing of TTS mes 
sages to minimize distraction of the driver. 

FIG. 2 provides a typical example of hoW a single TTS 
voice characteristic, voice speed, might be correlated With 
vehicle speed When a variable TTS system is employed, such 
as that described in the previously referenced co-pending 
application. The vehicle speed and TTS voice speed are plot 
ted along a vertical axis 202, and elapsed time is plotted along 
a horizontal axis 204. The speed of the vehicle is indicated by 
the solidtrace 206, and the speed of the TTS voice is indicated 
by the dashed trace 208. The TTS system is assumed to be on 
continuously during the time period depicted in FIG. 2, and 
the highlighted portions oftrace 208, i.e., 210, 212, 214, 216, 
and 218 indicate phrases of a TTS message played out during 
this time period. BetWeen the phrases are natural breaks 220, 
222, 224, and 226, corresponding to normal pauses in the TTS 
voice output, such as at the ends of phrases or sentences. From 
the dashed trace 208, it is evident that some phrases fall Within 
a time interval during Which no adjustment commands are 
send to the TTS voice synthesizer. For example, phrase 212 
begins and ends Within a time interval in Which the vehicle 
speed does not change, and accordingly, no TTS adjustment 
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commands need to be sent. On the other hand, phrases 210, 
214, 216, and 218 all span time intervals during Which the 
vehicle speed changes. If the speed of the TTS voice Were to 
folloW the ideal speed corrections, the voice speed Would 
change during these phrases, and the result could be jarring 
and distracting to the vehicle operator. 
A ?rst object of the invention is to prevent such jarring 

modi?cations of TTS voice characteristics by timing TTS 
voice updates to occur only during natural phase breaks. FIG. 
3 illustrates the same plot of vehicle speed and TTS voice 
speed as a function of time, but illustrates the application of 
voice speed changes only at phase breaks, in accordance With 
an embodiment of the present invention. TTS voice speed and 
vehicle speed are plotted along a vertical axis 302, and 
elapsed time is plotted along a horizontal axis 3 04. Solid trace 
306 indicates the speed of the vehicle, and dashed trace 308 
indicates the ideal corrected TTS voice speed When compen 
sated for vehicle speed. TTS phrases output by the TTS voice 
synthesiZer are highlighted at 310, 312, 314, 316, and 318. 
Natural pauses or phrase breaks are indicated at 320, 322, 
324, and 326. In accordance With an embodiment of the 
present invention, corrections to TTS voice speed are applied 
only during phase breaks. For example, during phase break 
322, the TTS voice speed is adjusted to lie along ideal voice 
speed trace 308. But When the phrase indicated at 314 begins, 
the TTS voice speed is not updated again until phase break 
324 begins. Thus, the TTS voice speed remains constant 
during the synthesis of phrase 314, and the vehicle operator 
does not hear a voice that changes speed in the middle of a 
phrase. When the folloWing phrase 316 begins, the TTS voice 
speed has been adjusted loWer but again remains constant 
throughout the duration of the phrase. The vehicle operator is 
thus less likely to notice the change in speed and is less likely 
to be jarred or distracted by the changed characteristics of the 
synthesiZed voice. Of course, voice speed is only one param 
eter that may be ?xed except during phase breaks. Similar 
techniques may be used With TTS voice volume, TTS voice 
pitch, or any other parameters that are tuned in response to a 
state of the vehicle to improve intelligibility. Similarly, the 
variation of such parameters With vehicle speed is an illustra 
tive example and is not meant to limit the scope of the inven 
tion. Other vehicle operating parameters and environmental 
parameters, such as interior noise levels, lighting and visibil 
ity conditions, and road roughness conditions, among others, 
may also guide the variation of TTS audio parameters Within 
the scope and spirit of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 depicts a block diagram of an embodiment of a 
variable TTS system in accordance With the present invention 
that synchronizes TTS voice characteristic updates With natu 
ral phase breaks in synthesiZed messages. A TTS processing 
engine 404 receives inputs from one or more vehicle sensors 
402 that provide an indication of such vehicle state param 
eters as vehicle speed, interior vehicle noise, and lighting 
conditions, among others. A TTS parameter calculation mod 
ule 406 calculates ideal updates to TTS parameters, such as 
volume, speed, and pitch, among others, that Would compen 
sate for the vehicle state sensed by the vehicle sensors to 
produce a TTS voice that is more intelligible to the driver. 
HoWever, these calculated voice parameters are not immedi 
ately and unconditionally stored in the TTS parameter data 
base 412. Instead, a phase break detector 408 operates to 
selectively enable the updating of the TTS parameter data 
base 412 only during natural breaks in the TTS voice stream, 
as indicated schematically by sWitch 410. The phrases to be 
synthesiZed are stored in a TTS phrase database 414 and are 
passed to a TTS voice synthesiZer 416 When they are sched 
uled to be presented to the driver of the vehicle. The phrases 
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6 
are also passed to the phase break detector 408, and When a 
break is detected, sWitch 410 is closed, alloWing the TTS 
parameter database to be updated With the current calculated 
set of ideal parameters from the TTS parameter calculation 
module 406. The phrase break detector 408 can operate in a 
number of different Ways. In one embodiment, the phase 
break detector 408 reads special control characters provided 
from the TTS phrase database 414 that indicate pauses in the 
voice stream. In another embodiment, the phase break detec 
tor 408 parses phrases sent from the TTS phrase database in a 
manner similar to that of the TTS voice synthesiZer 416 and 
detects pause periods, during Which it closes sWitch 410. In 
the latter case, it may be advantageous to provide the phase 
break detector 408 With a voice stream running slightly ahead 
of the one feeding the TTS voice synthesiZer 416 in order to 
account for time delays in making the determination that a 
natural pause is occurring. Other methods of determining 
Where pauses occur Would also fall Within the scope and spirit 
of the present invention. 
TTS voice parameters stored in the TTS parameter data 

base 412 are regularly loaded into the TTS voice synthesiZer 
416 to affect the speed, volume, pitch, and other characteris 
tics of the synthesiZed voice. HoWever, because the parameter 
database is updated only during natural phase breaks, the 
voice characteristics are also updated only during phase 
breaks. Of course, other methods of freeZing the update of 
voice characteristics except during phrase breaks are also 
possible and Would fall Within the scope and spirit of the 
present invention. It should also be appreciated that a TTS 
processing engine With additional or feWer components than 
the embodiment described above Would also fall Within the 
scope and spirit of the present invention. For example, an 
embodiment of a TTS processing engine in accordance With 
the present invention could include a TTS parameter calcu 
lation module 406 that is adapted to perform the functions of 
the phrase break detector 408 and the sWitch 410. Other 
combinations and variations of a system that updates TTS 
voice characteristics during phrase breaks Would also fall 
Within the scope of the present invention. 

Often during the course of vehicle operation, changes to 
vehicle state parameters occur very rapidly. For example, a 
vehicle may accelerate or decelerate very quickly; a WindoW 
may be opened and then closed, increasing and then decreas 
ing interior vehicle noise, etc. Under these rapidly changing 
conditions, it may be undesirable for a TTS system to react 
immediately by changing voice characteristic parameters 
because this may be distracting to an operator of the vehicle. 
Thus, it is a second object of the present invention to provide 
a damping system that introduces a settling time constant into 
the response of the TTS processing engine to prevent exces 
sively rapid changes in TTS voice characteristics from dis 
tracting a vehicle operator. 

FIG. 5 illustrates the operation of a TTS parameter damp 
ing function in accordance With the present invention. TTS 
voice speed and vehicle speed are plotted along a vertical axis 
502, and elapsed time is plotted along a horiZontal axis 504.A 
representative vehicle speed trace 508 indicates a possible 
vehicle speed pro?le. Dashed trace 506 indicates an ideal TTS 
voice speed that Would compensate for the vehicle speed 
pro?le depicted in the ?gure. The shaded intervals 510, 512, 
514, 516,518, and 520 indicate periods during Which the TTS 
system is active, playing a synthesiZed voice for the driver of 
the vehicle. An embodiment of a damping system in accor 
dance With the present invention is active and acts to limit the 
extent to Which TTS voice parameters can change betWeen 
active TTS sessions. For example, solid line 532 indicates the 
TTS voice speed that is set during TTS-active interval 512. 
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Voice speed 532 lies slightly above the ideal voice speed trace 
506 because the active damping mechanism tends to limit 
hoW quickly this parameter may change in response to chang 
ing vehicle speed or other vehicle parameters. Because the 
ideal voice speed trace 502 is dropping betWeen active inter 
vals 510 and 512, the voice speed 532 that is set during 
interval 512 Will tend to be slightly higher than the instanta 
neous ideal voice speed. The more limited distance betWeen 
voice speed 530, set during interval 510, and voice speed 532, 
set during interval 512, Will be less jarring and less noticeable 
to the operator of the vehicle. 

The mechanisms for implementing the damping function 
are varied. For example, a moving average can be employed 
to average an ideal voice parameter over a certain number of 
preceding seconds, creating a loW-pass-?ltered version of the 
ideal voice parameter value that tends to smooth out the more 
rapid excursions in its value. Alternatively, changes in voice 
parameters can be sleW-rate limited to limit the maximum rate 
of change of a voice parameter to a value that is not likely 
noticeable to the vehicle operator. In another embodiment, an 
exponential time constant can be applied to changes in the 
value of a voice parameter. FIGS. 6, 7, and 8 compare these 
different embodiments of a damping function in accordance 
With the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a plot of an ideal voice speed curve 606 in Which 
voice speed is plotted along a vertical axis 602, and elapsed 
time is plotted along a horiZontal axis 604. An embodiment of 
a damping module that employs a moving time average is 
used to generate a damped voice speed curve represented by 
the dashed trace 608. In this embodiment, the damping mod 
ule calculates a present value of the damped voice speed curve 
608 by calculating a time average of the ideal voice speed 
curve 606 during the preceding N seconds, Where N canbe set 
to any desired number of seconds according to the level of 
averaging that is required. 

FIG. 7 depicts a voice speed curve processed by an alter 
native embodiment of a damping module that employs sleW 
rate limiting. In this embodiment, the damping module limits 
the maximum rate of change of the voice speed parameter to 
a rate that is not likely to distract the vehicle operator. When 
the ideal voice speed curve 706 changes at a rate sloWer than 
the maximum sleW rate, the damped voice speed curve 708 
folloWs the ideal curve. But When the ideal curve changes at 
a rate faster than the maximum sleW rate, the damped curve 
moves toWard the ideal curve at the maximum alloWed slope, 
smoothing out the fast variations in the ideal voice speed 
curve. The maximum sleW rate can be set according to the 
requirements of the particular application. 

FIG. 8 is a plot of a voice speed curve processed by another 
embodiment of a damping module that employs an exponen 
tial time constant ?lter to smooth the variations of the ideal 
voice speed curve 806 to generate a damped voice speed 
curve 808. In this case, the instantaneous difference betWeen 
the damped curve 808 and the ideal curve 806 is multiplied by 
an exponential decay factor proportional to e_°", Where 0t is a 
time constant that can be adjusted depending on the ?ltering 
requirements of the application. 

Other methods of implementing a damping function are 
possible and Would also fall Within the scope and spirit of the 
present invention. For systems including the adjustment of 
multiple voice parameters, such as voice speed, voice pitch, 
and voice volume, for example, different combinations of 
damping methods can be employed for each of the parameters 
requiring damping. 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a TTS 
control engine in accordance With the present invention that 
includes a damping module. The TTS processing engine 904 
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8 
receives inputs from one or more vehicle sensors 902. Based 
on the state of the vehicle as determined by the sensor inputs, 
the TTS parameter calculation module 906 calculates ideal 
values of TTS voice parameters, such as voice speed, voice 
volume, and voice pitch, among others. The calculated 
parameter values are then passed to parameter damping mod 
ule 908 for the purpose of reducing the rate and/or the mag 
nitude of TTS voice parameter excursions in order to present 
a pro?le to the TTS parameter database 910 that is less likely 
to jar or distract the driver of the vehicle. The TTS voice 
parameters in the TTS parameter database are applied to the 
TTS voice synthesizer 914 and govern the characteristics of 
the synthesiZed voice that generates phrases supplied by the 
TTS phrase database 912. The parameter damping module 
908 may include a moving-average ?lter, a sleW-rate-limiting 
?lter, an exponential-decay ?lter, or any other type of ?lter 
designed to have a generally loW-pass or band pass character. 
Other types of ?lters that generally produce a smoothing of 
voice parameter variations Would also lie Within the scope 
and spirit of the present invention. 

While FIG. 9 and FIG. 4 depict embodiments of a TTS 
processing engine that include either a damping module or a 
phrase-break-detector module, respectively, embodiments of 
systems in accordance With the present invention may also 
include both a damping module and a phrase-break-detector 
module. Furthermore, other embodiments of a TTS process 
ing engine may include a combination of phrase-break detec 
tors and damping modules that are operative With respect to 
different combinations of TTS voice parameters. For 
example, voice speed parameters might be subject to both a 
phrase-break-detector module as Well as a damping module, 
and voice volume parameters might be subjected to only a 
phrase-break-detector module. Other such variations and 
combinations Would also fall Within the scope and spirit of the 
present invention. 
The foregoing description has presented several embodi 

ments of a system for actively optimiZing TTS speech syn 
thesis to improve intelligibility of voice prompts in an auto 
motive vehicle application While minimizing distractions to 
the driver. Other embodiments and advantages of the inven 
tion may be apparent to those skilled in the art, and such 
Would lie Within the scope and spirit of the present invention. 
The invention is further de?ned by the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A text-to-speech (TTS) control system for use in an 

automotive vehicle comprising: 
at least one vehicle sensor adapted for measuring at least 

one operating state of the automotive vehicle; 
a TTS voice synthesiZer for synthesiZing a TTS voice; 
a TTS phrase database operatively coupled to the TTS 

voice synthesiZer for providing data to be synthesiZed, 
the data comprising at least a plurality of phrases; and 

a TTS processing engine comprising: 
a TTS parameter database operatively coupled to the 
TTS voice synthesiZer and adapted for storing at least 
one TTS voice parameter for controlling a character 
istic of the TTS voice; 

a TTS parameter calculation module operatively 
coupled to the at least one vehicle sensor and adapted 
for calculating a value of the at least one TTS voice 
parameter based on the at least one operating state of 
the automotive vehicle; and 

a phrase break detector operatively coupled to the TTS 
phrase database and adapted for detecting at least one 
break in the plurality of phrases and for controlling an 
update of the at least one TTS voice parameter stored 
in the TTS parameter database With the value of the at 
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least one TTS voice parameter calculated by the TTS 
parameter calculation module. 

2. The TTS control system of claim 1, Wherein the phrase 
break detector is further adapted for preventing the update of 
the at least one TTS voice parameter stored in the TTS param 
eter database When at least one of the plurality of phrases is 
being synthesized by the TTS voice synthesizer and for alloW 
ing the update of the at least one TTS voice parameter When 
none of the plurality of phrases is being synthesized by the 
TTS voice synthesizer. 

3. The TTS control system of claim 1, Wherein the data 
provided by the TTS phrase database includes at least one 
control character for identifying the at least one break. 

4. The TTS control system of claim 3, Wherein the phrase 
break detector is further adapted for decoding the at least one 
control character to identify the at least one break. 

5. The TTS control system of claim 1, Wherein the phrase 
break detector is further adapted to parse the data provided by 
the TTS phrase database to identify the at least one break. 

6. A teXt-to-speech (TTS) control system for use in an 
automotive vehicle comprising: 

at least one vehicle sensor adapted for measuring at least 
one operating state of the automotive vehicle; 

a TTS voice synthesizer for synthesizing a TTS voice; 
a TTS phrase database operatively coupled to the TTS 

voice synthesizer for providing data to be synthesized; 
and 

a TTS processing engine comprising: 
a TTS parameter database operatively coupled to the 
TTS voice synthesizer and adapted for storing at least 
one TTS voice parameter for controlling a character 
istic of the TTS voice; 

a TTS parameter calculation module operatively 
coupled to the at least one vehicle sensor and adapted 
for calculating a value of the at least one TTS voice 
parameter based on the at least one operating state of 
the automotive vehicle; and 

a TTS parameter damping module adapted for ?ltering 
the value of the at least one TTS voice parameter 
calculated by the TTS parameter calculation module 
and for controlling an update of the at least one TTS 
voice parameter stored in the TTS parameter data 
base. 

7. The TTS parameter damping module of claim 6, further 
comprising a moving-average ?lter adapted for averaging the 
value of the at least one TTS voice parameter calculated by 
the TTS parameter calculation module With values of the at 
least one TTS voice parameter calculated by the TTS param 
eter calculation module at previous times. 

8. The TTS parameter damping module of claim 6, further 
comprising a sleW rate limiter adapted for limiting a rate at 
Which the value of the at least one TTS voice parameter 
calculated by the TTS parameter calculation module may 
change. 

9. The TTS parameter damping module of claim 6, further 
comprising an eXponential-time-decay ?lter for limiting a 
rate at Which the value of the at least one TTS voice parameter 
calculated by the TTS parameter calculation module may 
change by the application of a decaying exponential time 
constant. 

10. A teXt-to-speech (TTS) control system for use in an 
automotive vehicle comprising: 

at least one vehicle sensor adapted for measuring at least 
one operating state of the automotive vehicle; 

a TTS voice synthesizer for synthesizing a TTS voice; 
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10 
a TTS phrase database operatively coupled to the TTS 

voice synthesizer for providing data to be synthesized, 
the data comprising at least a plurality of phrases; and 

a TTS processing engine comprising: 
a TTS parameter database operatively coupled to the 
TTS voice synthesizer and adapted for storing at least 
one TTS voice parameter for controlling a character 
istic of the TTS voice; 

a TTS parameter calculation module operatively 
coupled to the at least one vehicle sensor and adapted 
for calculating a value of the at least one TTS voice 
parameter based on the at least one operating state of 
the automotive vehicle; 

a phrase break detector operatively coupled to the TTS 
phrase database and adapted for detecting at least one 
break in the plurality of phrases and for controlling an 
update of the at least one TTS voice parameter stored 
in the TTS parameter database; and 

a TTS parameter damping module adapted for ?ltering 
the value of the at least one TTS voice parameter 
calculated by the TTS parameter calculation module 
and for further controlling the update of the at least 
one TTS voice parameter stored in the TTS parameter 
database. 

11. The TTS control system of claim 10, Wherein the 
phrase break detector is further adapted for preventing the 
update of the at least one TTS voice parameter stored in the 
TTS parameter database When at least one of the plurality of 
phrases is being synthesized by the TTS voice synthesizer and 
for alloWing the update of the at least one TTS voice param 
eter When none of the plurality of phrases is being synthesized 
by the TTS voice synthesizer. 

12. The TTS control system of claim 10, Wherein the data 
provided by the TTS phrase database includes at least one 
control character for identifying the at least one break. 

13. The TTS control system of claim 12 Wherein the phrase 
break detector is further adapted for decoding the at least one 
control characters to identify the at least one break. 

14. The TTS control system of claim 10, Wherein the 
phrase break detector is further adapted to parse the data 
provided by the TTS phrase database to identify the at least 
one break. 

15. The TTS parameter damping module of claim 10, fur 
ther comprising a moving-average ?lter adapted for averag 
ing the value of the at least one TTS voice parameter calcu 
lated by the TTS parameter calculation module With values of 
the at least one TTS voice parameter calculated by the TTS 
parameter calculation module at previous times. 

16. The TTS parameter damping module of claim 10, fur 
ther comprising a sleW rate limiter adapted for limiting a rate 
at Which the value of the at least one TTS voice parameter 
calculated by the TTS parameter calculation module may 
change. 

17. The TTS parameter damping module of claim 10, fur 
ther comprising an eXponential-time-decay ?lter for limiting 
a rate at Which the value of the at least one TTS voice param 
eter calculated by the TTS parameter calculation module may 
change by the application of a decaying exponential time 
constant. 

18. In an automotive vehicle equipped With a text-to 
speech (TTS) control system adapted to adjust characteristics 
of a TTS voice in response to a measured state of the auto 
motive vehicle, a method of adjusting at least one TTS voice 
characteristic While reducing distraction to an operator of the 
automotive vehicle includes the steps of: 

measuring at least one operating state of the automotive 
vehicle; 
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calculating a value of at least one parameter characterizing 
the TTS voice to produce a calculated value based on the 
measured operating state of the automotive vehicle such 
that intelligibility of the TTS voice Would be increased; 

processing a message to be synthesized by the TTS voice 
synthesizer to detect at least one break Within the mes 
sage to be synthesized; 

storing a processed value in a memory device Wherein the 
processed value is equal to a previous value of the at least 
one parameter if the at least one break is not yet detected 
and is equal to the calculated value if the at least one 
break is detected; and 

applying the processed value to a TTS voice synthesizer. 
19. The method of claim 18, Wherein the step of processing 

a message to be synthesized further comprises the step of 
identifying at least one control character Within the message 
indicating the at least one break. 

20. The method of claim 18, further comprising the steps 
of: 

damping a change in the calculated value of the at least one 
parameter by applying a ?ltering operation to produce a 
damped value; and 

setting the calculated value equal to the damped value. 
21. The method of claim 20, Wherein the step of damping a 

change in the calculated value further comprises the step of 
applying a moving-average ?lter to average the calculated 
value With at least one previous value of the at least one 
parameter to produce a damped value. 
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22. The method of claim 20, Wherein the step of damping a 

change in the calculated value further comprises the step of 
applying a sleW-rate-limiter to limit a maximum rate of 
change of calculated value With respect to previous values of 
the at least one parameter to produce a damped value. 

23. The method of claim 20, Wherein the step of damping a 
change in the calculated value further comprises the step of 
applying an eXponential-time-decay ?lter to the calculated 
value to produce a damped value. 

24. The method of claim 20 Wherein the step of processing 
a message to be synthesized by the TTS voice synthesizer 
further comprises the step of identifying at least one control 
character Within the message indicating the at least one break. 

25. The method of claim 24, Wherein the step of damping a 
change in the calculated value further comprises the step of 
applying a moving-average ?lter to average the calculated 
value With at least one previous value of the at least one 
parameter to produce a damped value. 

26. The method of claim 24, Wherein the step of damping a 
change in the calculated value further comprises the step of 
applying a sleW-rate-limiter to limit a maximum rate of 
change of calculated value With respect to previous values of 
the at least one parameter to produce a damped value. 

27. The method of claim 24, Wherein the step of damping a 
change in the calculated value further comprises the step of 
applying an eXponential-time-decay ?lter to the calculated 
value to produce a damped value. 

* * * * * 


