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METHOD FOR PREPARING RAPIDLY 
DISINTEGRATING FORMULATION FOR 

ORAL ADMINISTRATION AND APPARATUS 
FOR PREPARING AND PACKING THE SAME 

This application is a Continuation Application of PCT 
International Application No. PCT/KR2008/003623 ?led on 
25 Jun. 2008, Which designated the United States. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a method and a packaging 
machine for preparing an oral formulation Which undergoes 
rapid disintegration in the oral cavity, and the rapidly disin 
tegrating formulation prepared thereby. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Rapidly disintegrating formulations are conventionally 
prepared by various methods using lyophiliZation, a disinte 
grating agent, a sublimation-like material, humidi?cation or 
dehumidi?cation. 

For example, US. Pat. Nos. 5,631,023 and 5,976,577 dis 
close a formulation obtained by subjecting a drug-containing 
solution to lyophiliZation. Such formulations are recently 
employed in preparing products marketed by Merck, Glax 
oWelcome, and Schering-Plough under the trade names of 
PepcidTM RPD (a famotidine formulation), ZofranTM Zydis 
(an ondansetron formulation), and ClaritinTM RediTabs, 
respectively. These formulations disintegrate in the oral cav 
ity Within 2 to 3 seconds, but the process for preparing them 
requires the use of special equipments and packaging mate 
rials, causing reduced productivity and high manufacturing 
cost. 

In order to solve this problem, International Patent Publi 
cation No. WO 99/47126 has suggested a method for prepar 
ing a formulation Which is free from a residual organic sol 
vent, by compressing an active ingredient together With a 
Water-soluble polymer binder to form a tablet and subjecting 
the resulting tablet to humidi?cation under a highly humid 
condition, folloWed by drying. This method is knoWn as the 
WOWTAB technique developed by Yamanouchi Pharmaceu 
ticals of Japan. In addition, International Patent Publication 
No. W0 93/ 12769 discloses a method for preparing a formu 
lation by placing in a mold a suspension comprising an active 
ingredient, agar and sugar, and drying the suspension at 300 
C. under a pressure of —760 mmHg. HoWever, this method 
suffers from loW productivity and nonuniform product qual 
ity. 

Alternatively, the Orasolv technique for the preparation of 
a rapidly disintegrating formulation has been developed by 
Cima Labs, and disclosed in US. Pat. Nos. 5,178,878 and 
6,024,981. The marketed product obtained by the Orasolv 
technique is represented by ZimigTM Rapimelt (a Zolmitriptan 
formulation) marketed by AstraZeneka, but it does not 
undergo satisfactory oral disintegration and it gives an 
uncomfortable feeling When administeredbecause of the gen 
eration of effervescent gases. 
US. Pat. No. 3,885,026 teaches a method for preparing a 

porous tablet by mixing a volatile excipient such as urethane, 
urea, ammonium carbonate and naphthalene With other tablet 
components, compressing the mixture to form a tablet, and 
heating the tablet to remove the volatile excipient. 

Further, US. Pat. No. 4,134,943 describes a method for 
preparing a porous tablet by mixing a solvent having a melt 
ing point ranging from —30 to 250 C. (e.g., Water, cyclohex 
ane, benZene, tert-butanol) With tablet components, cooling 
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2 
the mixture to solidify said solvent, compressing the solid 
mixture to form a tablet, and removing the solvent therefrom 
through evaporation. HoWever, such porous tablets may be 
toxic due to the residual excipient or organic solvent. 
As mentioned above, conventional rapidly disintegrating 

formulations are prepared by forming a tablet comprising a 
speci?c material removable by sublimation, evaporation or 
dehumidi?cation, and then removing the corresponding spe 
ci?c material therefrom, so that they become porous and 
alloW rapid penetration of saliva. HoWever, such conventional 
formulations having deliberately formed pores suffer from 
signi?cant deterioration of physical properties or undesired 
dimensional changes. 

Therefore, there is need for developing rapidly disintegrat 
ing formulations capable of being easily manufactured and 
providing comfortable feeling to a patient during the admin 
istration Without causing problems resulting from above 
mentioned conventional methods. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a simple method and a packaging machine for pre 
paring an oral formulation Which undergoes rapid disintegra 
tion in the oral cavity and provides enhanced patient comfort 
during administration. 

In accordance With one aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a method for preparing a rapidly disintegrat 
ing formulation for oral administration, comprising: (A) mix 
ing a pharmaceutically active ingredient With a sugar or a 
sugar alcohol poWder to obtain a poWdery mixture, and ?lling 
the poWdery mixture into a packaging material; and (B) heat 
ing the mixture ?lled in the packaging material obtained in 
step (A) to cure the mixture. 

In accordance With another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided the rapidly disintegrating formulation for 
oral administration prepared by said method. 

In accordance With still another aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is provided a packaging machine for preparing a 
rapidly disintegrating formulation for oral administration, 
comprising: a ?lm feeding unit to feed a forming ?lm; a ?lm 
shaping unit to shape the forming ?lm, thus forming a loWer 
pocket ?lm provided With a pocket having a container shape; 
a drug material feeding unit to ?ll or input a poWdery mixture 
or a tablet, formed by pressing the poWdery mixture to have a 
predetermined shape, into the pocket of the loWer pocket ?lm; 
a heating unit to heat the ?lled mixture or tablet, thus melting 
and unifying the ?lled mixture or tablet; and a sealing unit to 
attach an upper cover ?lm to the loWer pocket ?lm. 

In accordance With the present invention, an oral formula 
tion Which undergoes rapid disintegration in the oral cavity 
and alloWs for enhanced patient comfort during administra 
tion can be prepared through a single process line in a simple 
and economical manner, Without deterioration of desired 
physical properties or undergoing undesirable dimensional 
changes that occur When a conventional method involving a 
deliberate pore-forming step is used. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention Will be more clearly understood from the 
folloWing detailed description taken in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram shoWing the construction of a 
packaging machine for preparing a rapidly disintegrating for 
mulation for oral administration, according to an embodi 
ment of the present invention; 
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FIG. 2 is a cross sectional vieW of a drug material feeding 
unit of the packaging machine for preparing the rapidly dis 
integrating formulation for oral administration according to 
the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW shoWing a critical part of the 
drug material feeding unit of the packaging machine for pre 
paring the rapidly disintegrating formulation for oral admin 
istration according to the present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional vieW of a heating unit of the 
packaging machine for preparing the rapidly disintegrating 
formulation for oral administration according to the present 
invention; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram shoWing the construction of a 
packaging machine for preparing a rapidly disintegrating for 
mulation for oral administration, according to another 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional vieW of a pressing unit of the 
packaging machine for preparing the rapidly disintegrating 
formulation for oral admini stration according to the embodi 
ment of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram shoWing the construction of a 
packaging machine for preparing a rapidly disintegrating for 
mulation for oral administration, according to still another 
embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional vieW of a suction unit of the 
packaging machine for preparing the rapidly disintegrating 
formulation for oral administration according to the embodi 
ment of FIG. 7. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EMBODIMENT 

Hereinafter, the present invention Will be described in 
detail. 

The inventive method is characterized by melt-combining 
a mixture of a pharmaceutically active ingredient and a sugar 
or a sugar alcohol having numerous inherent pores through 
?lling the mixture in a packaging material (step (A)) and 
heating (step (B)) to form a rapidly disintegrating formulation 
possessing inherent pores, unlike the conventional method 
Which deliberately creates pores through sublimation, evapo 
ration or dehumidi?cation. 

The inventive method does not result in deteriorated physi 
cal properties of the formulation or undesired dimensional 
changes, and it is very simple and inexpensive. 

<Step (A)> 
A composition (mixed poWder) used in the preparation of 

the inventive formulation comprises a pharmaceutically 
active ingredient and a sugar or a sugar alcohol, and the 
composition may further comprise a pharmaceutically 
acceptable additive. 

Hereinafter, the components of the inventive composition 
for a rapidly disintegrating formulation are described in detail 
as folloWs: 

(1) Pharmaceutically Active Ingredient 
@Antifebrile, analgesic or anti-in?ammatory agents, e.g., 

tramadol, ibuprofen, dexibuprofen, aspirin, acetaminophen, 
indomethacin, sodium diclofenac, ketoprofen, isopropyl anti 
pyrine, phenacetin, ?urbiprofen, phenyl butaZone, etodolac, 
celecoxib, etoricoxib and pharmaceutically acceptable salts 
thereof. 
@ Anti-gastric ulcer agents, e.g., cimetidine, famotidine, 

ranitidine, niZatidine, roxatidine and pharmaceutically 
acceptable salts thereof. 
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4 
@ Cardiovascular agents or vasodilants, e.g., nifedipine, 

amlodipine, verapamil, captopril, diltiaZem HCl, propra 
nolol, oxprenolol, nitroglycerin, enalapril and pharmaceuti 
call acceptable salts thereof. 

Antibiotics, e.g., ampicillin, amoxicillin, cephalexin, 
cefuroxime, cefdinir, cefadroxil, cefproZil, cefpodoxime, 
cefditoren, cefaclor, ce?xime, cefradine, loracarbef, ceftib 
uten, cefatriZin, cefcarpen, erythromycins, tetracyclines, qui 
nolones and pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof. 
@ Antitussives or antiasthmatics, e.g., theophylline, ami 

nopyrine, codeine phosphate, methylephedrine HCl, dex 
tromethorphan, noscapine, salbutamol, ambroxol, clen 
buterol, terbutaline, montelukast and pharmaceutically 
acceptable salts thereof. 
@ Antiemetics or stomach function-regulating agents, 

e.g., ondansetron, metoclopramide, domperidone, trimebu 
tine maleate, cisapride, levosulpiride and pharmaceutically 
acceptable salts thereof. 
@ Impotence-treating agents, e.g., agents that block the 

cleavage of nitrogen monoxide, including sildena?l, vadena 
?l, tadala?l, udena?l and pharmaceutically acceptable salts 
thereof. 

(8) Dementia-treating agents, e.g., donepeZil, galan 
tamine, rivastigmine, acetyl camitine, memantine, Zalip 
rodene and pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof. 

In addition to the above, other active ingredients may 
include a benign prostatic hyperplasia-treating agent such as 
tamsulosin; a migrain-treating agent such as sumatriptan, 
Zolmitriptan and riZatriptan; a psychostimulant; an antibac 
terial agent; an antihistamine such as loratadine and fexofena 
dine; an oral antidiabetic such as glimepiride; an allergy 
treating agent; a contraceptive; a vitamin; an anticoagulant; a 
muscle-relaxing agent; a cerebral metabolism-improving 
agent; an antidiuretic such as torsemide and furosemide; an 
anticonvulsant such as gabapentine, pregavalin, valproate, 
topiramate, carbamaZepine, lamotrigine and oxcarbaZepine; 
a Parkinson disease-treating agent such as selegiline; an 
antipsychotic agent such as risperidone, Ziprasidone, quetiap 
ine, olanZapine, cloZapine and paliperidone; and pharmaceu 
tically acceptable salts thereof; and a biological vaccine. 
The active ingredient may be employed in an amount rang 

ing from 0.01 to 90% by Weight, preferably 0.02 to 70% by 
Weight, based on the total Weight of the poWdery mixture. 

(2) Sugar or Sugar Alcohol 
The sugar or sugar alcohol plays the role of maintaining the 

shape of the formulation, determines its dissolution rate, and 
provides sWeet taste, solubility, and comfortable touch in the 
oral cavity. Therefore, it is preferred that the sugar or sugar 
alcohol is sWeet and Water soluble. Representative examples 
thereof include lactose, glucose, sucrose, fructose, mannitol, 
sorbitol, xylitol, erythritol, ribulose, maltitol, maltose, mal 
todextrin, paratinose, trehalose, dextrose and a mixture 
thereof. 

The sugar or sugar alcohol may be employed in an amount 
ranging from 10 to 99.99% by Weight, preferably 20 to 95% 
by Weight, based on the total Weight of the poWdery mixture. 
When the amount is less than 10% by Weight, the sWeet and 
comfortable taste in the oral cavity is not good. 

(3) Pharmaceutically Acceptable Additive 
In order to enhance both the ?uidity of the poWdery mix 

ture before ?lling and the physical properties of the formula 
tion, and also to provide comfortable feeling to a patient 
during the administration, one more pharmaceutically 
acceptable additives in addition to the pharmaceutical active 
ingredient and the sugar or sugar alcohol may be added to the 
inventive formulation. Examples thereof are a loW tempera 
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ture-melting binding agent, a disintegrator, a lubricant and an 
excipient (e.g., sweetening agent, ?lling agent). 

The loW temperature-melting binding agent functions to 
maintain the hardness and the shape of the rapidly disinte 
grating formulation during its handling and storage. The loW 
temperature-melting binding agent may be any one of con 
ventional binding agents and have a melting point of 100° C. 
or beloW, of Which examples include polyethylene glycol, 
poloxamer, HCO, glycerine, propylene glycol, glyceride, a 
derivative thereof, and a mixture thereof. Preferred among 
them are polyethylene glycol 200, 300, 400, 600, 1000, 1500, 
2000, 3000, 4000, 6000, 8000 and 20000, poloxamer 188, 
237, 338 and 407, HCO-50, HCO-60, glycerine, glyceryl 
behenate, glyceryl monostearate, glyceryl monooleate, pro 
pylene glycol, medium-chain triglyceride and fatty acid glyc 
eride. 

The disintegrator Which is used for the more rapid disinte 
gration of the formulation in the oral cavity may be selected 
from the group consisting of cross-linked polyvinylpyrroli 
done, cross-linked carboxymethylcellulose, sodium starch 
glycolate, calcium carboxymethylcellulose, and a mixture 
thereof. 

The lubricant may be selected from the group consisting of 
magnesium stearate, talc, silica, sodium stearyl fumarate, 
valine, sucrose fatty acid ester, hydrogenated castor oil, and a 
mixture thereof. 
As the excipient, a sWeetening agent such as aspartame, 

stevioside, sucralose and acesulfame, or a ?lling agent such as 
microcrystalline cellulose, calcium phosphate, calcium car 
bonate and starch may be used. 

Each additive may be used in an amount of 0.01 to 50 parts 
by Weight, preferably 0.1 to 30 parts by Weight, based on 100 
parts by Weight of the mixture. 

In the present invention, the pharmaceutically active ingre 
dient, the sugar or sugar alcohol poWder, and the optional 
pharmaceutically acceptable additive may be mixed in accor 
dance With the conventional dry or Wet mixing method. All 
components are uniformly blended in a mixer by the dry 
mixing method. The Wet mixing method comprises subject 
ing a portion or all of the components to Wet granulation and 
drying the resulting Wet granules. 

Subsequently, a packaging material, e.g., a loWer pocket 
?lm Which functions as a loWer mold for packaging, is ?lled 
With a predetermined amount of the mixed poWder thus 
obtained. Suitable for the packaging material may be alumi 
num, polyvinyl chloride (PVC) or polyvinylidene chloride 
(PVDC). In particularly, preferred is aluminum Which can 
stand heat ranging from 200 to 1,000° C. In case of employing 
PVC or PVDC, the ?lled poWder alone may be selectively 
heated, thereby preventing heat deformation of the packaging 
material. The loWer pocket ?lm for packaging having a par 
ticular character or design may be used to obtain the formu 
lation having such character or design as an identi?cation 
mark. Preferably, after ?lling, the mixed poWder in the pack 
aging material may be tamped using a tamping bar to enhance 
its uniformity. 

<Step (B)> 
The mixture ?lled in the packaging material obtained in the 

present invention is heated at a temperature ranging from 200 
to 1,000° C. for a period of 1 to 60 seconds, preferably 1 to 30 
seconds, using radiant heat to cure the ?lled mixture and 
obtain a desired rapidly disintegrating formulation. The 
adherence of the formulation to the packaging material sur 
face may be prevented by adjusting the component ratio of the 
mixed poWder and the heating condition. 

In the present invention, the mixture is exposed to a high 
temperature for a very short period, minimiZing heat decom 
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6 
position of the active ingredient. The exposure time may 
depend on the nature of each of the used components. A 
heating apparatus such as a halogen lamp, an infrared-ray 
(IR) radiator and a heating tunnel may be used, the halogen 
lamp being preferred. 

Then, an upper cover ?lm may be placed to cover the loWer 
pocket ?lm and form a certain shape of the formulation, to 
complete the encasing of the formulation. The upper cover 
?lm may be made of aluminum, but not limited thereto, and it 
may be any one of conventional materials Which is alloWable 
for an easy peeling. 
The cured mixture obtained in step (B) may be formulated 

in the form of a tablet, a pill, a capsule or a dispersant, 
preferably a tablet, in accordance With the conventional 
method. 
As described above, in accordance With the inventive 

method, an oral formulation Which undergoes rapid disinte 
gration in the oral cavity and provides enhanced patient com 
fort during administration can be prepared in a simple and 
economical manner, Without deterioration of physical prop 
erties or, undesirable dimensional changes that occur When a 
conventional method involving a deliberate pore-forming 
step is used. 
The folloWing Examples are intended to further illustrate 

the present invention Without limiting its scope. 

Example 1 

20 mg of famotidine as an active ingredient and 300 mg of 
xylitol as a sugar alcohol Were uniformly mixed, and the 
mixed poWder Was ?lled into a pocket-shaped aluminum ?lm 
(a loWer pocket ?lm). Then, the mixture ?lled in the pocket 
?lm Was heated using an infrared-ray lamp at about 800° C. 
for 6 sec to perform its curing. Then, an aluminum ?lm cover 
(an upper cover ?lm) Was placed on the loWer pocket ?lm and 
sealed, to obtain an inventive rapidly disintegrating formula 
tion tablet. 

Example 2 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated except that the 
?lled mixture Was heated using an infrared-ray lamp at about 
400° C. for 20 sec, to obtain an inventive rapidly disintegrat 
ing formulation tablet. 

Example 3 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated except that the 
?lled mixture Was heated using an infrared-ray lamp at about 
600° C. for 15 sec, to obtain an inventive rapidly disintegrat 
ing formulation tablet. 

Example 4 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated except that the 
?lled mixture Was heated using an infrared-ray lamp at about 
400° C. for 30 sec, to obtain an inventive rapidly disintegrat 
ing formulation tablet. 

Example 5 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated except that the 
?lled mixture Was heated using an infrared-ray lamp at about 
1000° C. for 2 sec, to obtain an inventive rapidly disintegrat 
ing formulation tablet. 

Examples 6 to 10 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated using each of 
300 mg of sorbitol, a mixture of 150 mg of xylitol and 150 mg 
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of sorbitol, 300 mg of maltitol, 300 mg of mannitol and 300 
mg of erythritol as the sugar alcohol component, not 300 mg 
of xylitol, to obtain respective rapidly disintegrating formu 
lation tablets. 

Examples 11 to 20 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated using 300 mg of 
each of lactose, glucose, sucrose, fructose, maltose, parati 
nose, ribulose, maltodextrin, trehalose and dextrose as a sugar 
component, Without using xylitol as the sugar alcohol com 
ponent, to obtain respective rapidly disintegrating formula 
tion tablets. 

Examples 21 to 45 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated using each of mg 
of tramadol HCl, 50 mg of ibuprofen, 30 mg of dexibuprofen, 
50 mg of aspirin, 50 mg of celecoxib, 20 mg of vadena?l HCl, 
5 mg of amlodipine, 50 mg of cefdinir, 50 mg of teo?lin, 4 mg 
of ondansetron, 50 mg of sildena?l, 5 mg of donepeZil, 4 mg 
of galantamine, 0.2 mg of tamsulosin HCl, mg of sumatrip 
tan, 4 mg of montelukast, 10 mg of loratadine, 2 mg of 
glimepiride, 30 mg of fexofenadine, 5 mg of torsemide, 50 
mg of topiramate, 2 mg of risperidone, 10 mg of olanZapine, 
2.5 mg of Zolmitriptan and 5 mg of montelukast as an active 
ingredient, not 200 mg of famotidine, to obtain respective 
rapidly disintegrating formulation tablets. 

Examples 46 to 51 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated except that each 
of 10 mg of PEG 6000, 20 mg of PEG 6000, 40 mg of PEG 
6000, 10 mg ofpoloxamer 188, 20 mg ofpoloxamer 188 and 
40 mg of poloxamer 188 as a loWer temperature-melting 
binding agent Was further added to the mixed poWder, to 
obtain respective rapidly disintegrating formulation tablets. 

Example 52 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated except that 300 
mg of mannitol Was dissolved in a mixture of 10 mg of Water 
and 10 mg of ethanol, the solution Was subjected to Wet 
granulation, and the resulting Wet granules Were dried and 
used as the sugar alcohol, not 300 mg of xylitol, to obtain an 
inventive rapidly disintegrating formulation tablet. 

Example 53 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated except that 150 
mg of xylitol and 150 mg of mannitol Were dissolved in a 
mixture of 5 mg of Water and 10 mg of ethanol, the solution 
Was subjected to Wet granulation, and the resulting Wet gran 
ules Were dried and used as the sugar alcohol, not 300 mg of 
xylitol, to obtain an inventive rapidly disintegrating formula 
tion tablet. 

Example 54 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated except that 50 
mg of xylitol and 250 mg of mannitol Were dissolved in a 
mixture of 5 mg of Water, 10 mg of ethanol and 5 mg of 
medium-chain triglyceride (MTC oil), the solution Was sub 
jected to Wet granulation, and the resulting Wet granules Were 
dried and used as the sugar alcohol, not 300 mg of xylitol, to 
obtain an inventive rapidly disintegrating formulation tablet. 
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8 
Example 55 

The procedure of Example 1 Was repeated except that 50 
mg of xylitol and 250 mg of mannitol Were dissolved in a 
mixture of 5 mg of Water, 10 mg of ethanol and 5 mg of 
medium-chain triglyceride (MTC oil), the solution Was sub 
jected to Wet granulation, and the resulting Wet granules Were 
dried and used as the sugar alcohol, not 300 mg of xylitol, and 
that 30 mg of cross-linked polyvinylpyrrolidone as a disinte 
grator Was further added to the mixed poWder to obtain an 
inventive rapidly disintegrating formulation tablet. 

Comparative Example 1 

GasterTM oral disintegrating tablet (containing 20 mg of 
famotidine) commercially available from Dong-A Pharma 
ceutical Co., Ltd. Was used as a comparative formulation. The 
GasterTM oral disintegrating tablet Was prepared by a conven 
tional WOWTAB technique. 

Test Example 1 

Disintegration Test 

[Disintegration Rate] 
The disintegration rate (sec) of the tablet Was determined in 

accordance With the General Test disclosed in Korean Phar 
maceutica by dropping it to 5 ml of distilled Water (in a spoon) 
maintained at room temperature and then measuring the time 
for it to become completely disintegrated. 

[Disintegration Rate in a Test Tube] 
A 90 mm-diameter ?lter paper Was placed in a l00><l0 mm 

Petri dish. 7 ml of distilled Water Was poured into the Petri 
dish and the Petri dish Was alloWed to be tilt, to complete 
overall Wetting of the ?lterpaper. The disintegration rate (sec) 
of the tablet in a test tube Was determined by placing it on the 
Wet ?lter paper and then measuring the time for it to get 
completely Wet by a capillary phenomenon. 

[Disintegration Rate in an Oral Cavity] 
The disintegration rate (sec) of the tablet in an oral cavity 

Was determined by placing it on a healthy male adult’s dry 
tong and then measuring the time for it to become completely 
disintegrated and dissolved While rubbing. 
The disintegration rates and the overall tastes of the tablets 

obtained in Examples 1 to 55 and Comparative Example Were 
determined, as described above. The results are shoWn in 
Table 1. 

TABLE 1 

Disintegration Disintegration 
Disintegration rate in a test rate in an oral 

rate (sec) tube (sec) cavity Taste 

Ex. 1 l 2 2 Very smooth 
Ex. 6 2 3 3 Very smooth 
Ex. 7 2 2 3 Very smooth 
Ex. 8 4 15 20 smooth 
Ex. 9 3 8 l5 smooth 
Ex. 10 3 7 10 Very smooth 
Ex 1 l 5 14 l 8 smooth 
Ex 12 4 8 l2 smooth 
Ex 13 4 9 l2 smooth 
Ex 14 4 l0 l4 smooth 
Ex 15 3 8 l2 smooth 
Ex 16 5 l l 22 smooth 
Ex 17 4 15 30 smooth 
Ex 18 6 20 33 smooth 
Ex 19 3 7 l0 smooth 
Ex 20 3 8 l4 smooth 
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TABLE l-continued 

Disintegration Disintegration 
Disintegration rate in a test rate in an oral 

rate (sec) tube (sec) cavity Taste 

Ex. 46 1 2 3 Very srnooth 
Ex. 47 1 2 3 Very srnooth 
Ex. 48 2 5 7 Very srnooth 
Ex. 49 2 3 4 Very srnooth 
Ex. 50 3 4 6 Very srnooth 
Ex. 51 3 5 8 Very srnooth 
Ex. 52 1 2 2 Very srnooth 
Ex. 53 2 3 3 Very srnooth 
Ex. 54 2 2 3 Very srnooth 
Ex. 55 1 2 3 Very srnooth 
Cornp. 10 56 45 srnooth 
Ex. 1 

As can be seen in Table 1, the inventive tablets obtained in 
Examples underwent complete disintegration in the oral cav 
ity within 2 to 33 seconds, and the resultant suspensions had 
satisfactory tastes appropriate for oral administration. In con 
trast, the GasterTM oral disintegrating tablet of Comparative 
Example 1 required more than 40 seconds for complete dis 
integration in the oral cavity. 

Hereinafter, a packaging machine for preparing rapidly 
disintegrating formulations in a mass production manner 
using the preparing method of the present invention will be 
described in detail. 

Blister packaging machines are typical pharmaceutical 
packaging machines. The term blister packaging means a 
packaging method in which a container- shaped part is formed 
in a planar ?lm made of synthetic or metal, the container 
shaped part is ?lled with an object, the container-shaped part 
is covered with a cover which is sealed by adhesion, and it is 
drawn to a predetermined siZe and cut, thus forming a unit of 
a packaging body. In the beginning, in pharmaceutical com 
panies, such blister packaging methods were developed and 
used to pack a tablet or a capsule in one pack. At present, the 
blister packaging methods are widely used in confectionery 
production or in processes of producing cosmetics or house 
hold articles. Unlike other packaging methods, in the blister 
packaging method, because a transparent ?lm is used, prod 
ucts are easily observable, and, because the products are 
packaged using a ?lm, the shape in which the products are 
packaged by the ?lm, can be easily modi?ed by modifying the 
forming mold which, for example, has a shape corresponding 
to the products or other various shapes. Furthermore, due to 
the use of a hard ?lm, products can be reliably protected. In 
addition, when it is desired to use the products, because it is 
easy to open the products, anybody can use the products. As 
well, there is an advantage in that the portability is superior. 

Such a typical pharmaceutical packaging machine has the 
following components: 

(1) a ?lm feeding unit, for feeding a planar forming ?lm 
used for manufacturing a lower pocket ?lm for the packaging. 
The ?lm feeding unit includes an uncoiler, from which a 
forming ?lm is unwound and is fed, and a draw-off means, 
which draws a forming ?lm from the uncoiler at a constant 
speed. 

(2) a ?lm shaping unit, including a mold having a shape 
corresponding to the desired shaped of a product, which 
works by placing the forming ?lm on the mold, and pressing 
the forming ?lm by moving a pressing rod downwards, thus 
forming a depressed pocket in the forming ?lm. The ?lm 
shaping unit may include a pre-heating part, which pre-heats 
the forming ?lm to enhance the plasticity of the ?lm. 
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(3) a content input unit, having a hopper containing con 

tents therein, and inputting contents into the pocket of the 
?lm. 

(4) a sealing unit, for attaching an upper cover ?lm to seal 
the lower pocket ?lm, into which the contents are put. The 
sealing unit includes an uncoiler, around which a cover ?lm is 
wound in the shape of a roll, and a sealing device. 

(5) a cutting unit, for cutting products into a packaging unit. 
As necessary, the cutting unit may include an embossing 
device for expressing a product number or date of manufac 
ture, a slitting device for forming a perforated line, and a 
punching device for conducting a punching operation. 

(6) a control unit, installed in the front surface of the 
machine. The control unit controls the operation of the 
machine according to the manipulation of a worker. For 
example, the control unit may be realized by a control panel. 
The operation of the pharmaceutical packaging machine 

having the above-mentioned construction will be described 
below. The forming ?lm, which has been wound around the 
uncoiler of the ?lm feeding unit, is fed at a constant speed and 
is pre-heated by the pre-heating unit of the ?lm shaping unit 
at a temperature suitable for forming. The forming ?lm is 
thereafter immediately pressed by the pressing rod, such that 
pockets for containing contents therein are formed in the 
forming ?lm, each of the pockets having a shape of the con 
tainer. As such, the forming ?lm having the pockets becomes 
the lower pocket ?lm for the packaging. Subsequently, con 
tents (e. g., pills) are inserted into the respective pockets by the 
content input unit. The lower pocket ?lm, containing the 
contents therein, is supplied to the sealing unit and is inte 
grated with the upper cover ?lm by pressing, thus sealing the 
contents. Thereafter, it is cut by the cutting unit into a pack 
aging unit. 

In principle, a pharmaceutical packaging machine accord 
ing to the present invention has the above-mentioned con 
struction and operation, but the detailed shape and function 
thereof are not limited. In other words, any packaging 
machine can be used in the present invention, so long as it has 
a basic blister packaging function. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the construction of a 
packaging machine for preparing a rapidly disintegrating for 
mulation for oral administration, according to an embodi 
ment of the present invention. FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view 
of a drug material feeding unit 130 of the packaging machine. 
The packaging machine 100 for preparing the rapidly dis 

integrating formulation for oral administration according to 
the present invention has as basic components a ?lm feeding 
unit 110, a ?lm shaping unit 120, a sealing unit 170, a cutting 
unit 180 and a control unit 190, similar with the typical 
pharmaceutical packaging machine. However, the packaging 
machine 100 further includes the drug material feeding unit 
130, which inputs a powdery mixture 20 or a tablet 22, which 
is formed by pressing the powdery mixture 20 to form a 
predetermined shape, into a pocket 10a of a lower pocket ?lm 
10, unlike the typical pharmaceutical packaging machine 
having the content input unit. As well, the packaging machine 
100 further includes a heating unit 160, which heats the 
mixture or tablet, input into the lower pocket ?lm 10, so as to 
melt and unify the mixture or tablet. 

Therefore, the arrangement sequentially by position is the 
?lm feeding unit 110, the ?lm shaping unit 120, the drug 
material feeding unit 130, the heating unit 160, the sealing 
unit 170 and the cutting unit 180. 
The drug material feeding unit 130 inputs the powdery 

mixture 20, which is obtained by mixing a pharmaceutically 
active ingredient with a sugar or a sugar alcohol powder, or 
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inputs the tablet 22, formed by pressing the powdery mixture 
20, into a pocket 10a formed in the lower pocket ?lm 10. 

For example, in the drug material feeding unit 130, an 
appropriate amount of powdery mixture 20 is put into a hole 
at a powder pressing position and pressed, thus forming a 
tablet 22 into a predetermined shape. Thereafter, the tablet 22 
is input into a pocket 10a of the lower pocket ?lm 10, which 
has been previously disposed at a position corresponding to a 
drug material discharge position. 

In this embodiment, the drug material feeding unit 130 
includes a ?lling disk 132, which has at least two ?lling holes 
13211 which alternate between the powder pressing position 
and the drug material discharge position. The powdery mix 
ture 20 is piled onto the upper surface of the ?lling disk 132. 
The drug material feeding unit 130 further includes a lower 
disk 134, which is provided under the ?lling disk 132 and has 
an opening 13411, which opens the ?lling hole 132a, disposed 
at the drug material discharge position, while the ?lling hole 
132a, disposed at the powder pressing position, is closed by 
the lower disk 134. The drug material feeding unit 130 further 
includes pressing rods 136, which are provided above respec 
tive ?lling holes 132a so that the pressing rods 136 move 
downwards into the corresponding ?lling holes 13211 at the 
same time to press a powdery mixture 20 or discharge a tablet 
22 and then move upwards, and a hopper 138, which feeds the 
powdery mixture 20 onto the ?lling disk 132. 

Here, the ?lling disk 132 is a circular plate. At least two 
?lling holes 13211 are formed through the ?lling disk 132 at 
positions spaced apart from each other at regular angular 
intervals. The ?lling holes 13211 are moved by rotation of the 
?lling disk 132 and are thus alternately positioned above the 
powder pressing position and the drug material discharge 
position. 

Therefore, after the powdery mixture 20 is fed from the 
hopper 138 onto the ?lling disk 132, when the ?lling disk 132 
is rotated and the ?lling holes 13211 are thus respectively 
moved towards the powder pressing position and the drug 
material discharge position, some of the piled powdery mix 
ture 20 is naturally drawn into the corresponding ?lling hole 
13211. The ?lling disk 132 is stopped when this ?lling hole 
132a reaches the powder pressing position. Subsequently, the 
corresponding pressing rod 136 is moved into this ?lling hole 
13211 to press the powdery mixture 20 in the ?lling hole 132a, 
thus forming a tablet 22 having a satisfactory unifying force. 
Thereafter, the pressing rod 136 is moved upwards, and the 
?lling disk 132 is rotated at a predetermined angle such that 
this ?lling hole 13211 is disposed at the drug material dis 
charge position. Subsequently, the corresponding pressing 
rod 136 is moved downwards into this ?lling hole 132a, thus 
discharging the tablet 22 downwards to the outside of the 
?lling hole 13211. The discharged tablet 22 falls downwards 
into a pocket 10a of the lower pocket ?lm 10 which is previ 
ously disposed at the drug material discharge position. 
Of course, because the all pressing rods 136 are moved 

upwards or downwards at the same time, the powder pres sing 
operation and the tablet discharge operation are conducted at 
the same time. 

In brief, the operation of the drug material feeding unit 130 
comprises a step of ?lling a powdery mixture 20 into a cor 
responding ?lling hole, a step of pressing the ?lled powdery 
mixture 20, and a step of discharging the tablet 22. 

Here, each of the ?lling step and the pressing step may be 
performed two or more times to set the amount of contents of 
the tablet 22 to an appropriate degree. For this, the number of 
?lling holes 132a and the number of pressing rods 136 may be 
increased by as many as necessary. In this case, the rotating 
steps of the ?lling disk 132 are further subdivided. 
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Of course, in further consideration of the number of the 

?lling and pressing steps, if a required amount of active 
ingredient of an objective product, that is, a rapidly disinte 
grating formulation, is relatively small, or if the density of 
active ingredient is relatively high, the number of steps may 
be reduced. 

Meanwhile, when forming a tablet 22 at the powder press 
ing position, when moving the formed tablet 22 from the 
powder pressing position to the drug material discharge posi 
tion, or when the tablet 22 is disposed at the drug material 
discharge position, some powdery mixture 20, which has 
been around the ?lling hole 132a having the tablet 22 therein, 
must be prevented from undesirably entering the ?lling hole 
13211, to enhance the marketability of the tablet 22 and the 
sealing ability between the upper cover ?lm and the lower 
pocket ?lm 10. To achieve the above purpose, as shown in 
FIG. 3, a powder blocking means 137, which extends from a 
position ahead of the powder pressing position to a position 
behind the drug material discharge position, may be provided 
on the upper surface of the ?lling disk 132. The powder 
blocking means 137 may have a plate shape. 

In the drawings, reference numeral 112 denotes a guide 
block, which guides movement of the lower pocket ?lm 10, 
and reference numeral 139 denotes a leakage prevention 
plate, which prevents the powdery mixture 20 on the ?lling 
disk 132 from being undesirably separated from the ?lling 
disk 132. 

Although the machine of the present invention has been 
illustrated as being constructed such that powdery mixture 20 
is formed into a tablet 22 and then is input into the lower 
pocket ?lm 10, it may be constructed such that the powdery 
mixture 20 is directly input into the lower pocket ?lm 10. 

Meanwhile, the heating unit 160 heats the mixture or tab 
let, input into the lower pocket ?lm 10, at a temperature 
ranging from 2000 C. to 1,000° C. for a relatively short period 
of from several seconds to several tens seconds, thus melting 
and unifying the mixture or tablet while minimizing decom 
position of a pharmaceutically active ingredient. In the case of 
the powdery mixture, the powdery mixture is melted and 
uni?ed, thus forming a uni?ed tablet shape. In the case of the 
tablet, the unifying force thereof can be further increased. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic view showing the construction of a 
representative example of the heating unit 160. 
The heating unit 160 includes a heat generator 162, which 

is provided above the lower pocket ?lm 10 that is provided on 
the guide block 112 so as to be movable. The heat generator 
162 heats a mixture or tablet, which is ?lled into the lower 
pocket ?lm 10, thus melting and unifying the mixture or 
tablet. The heating unit 160 further includes a shutter 164, 
which is retractably inserted into a space between the heat 
generator 162 and the lower pocket ?lm 10 to allow or inter 
rupt the heat transfer from the heat generator 162 to the 
mixture or tablet, thus controlling the time over which the 
mixture or tablet is exposed to heat, and making it possible to 
repeatedly conduct the heating operation. 

Here, a halogen lamp, an infrared lamp or the like, which 
can heat an object to a temperature of 2000 C. or more, may be 
used as the heat generator 162. As necessary, several lamps 
may be used as the heat generator 162. 

Furthermore, a plate, which can cover the lower pocket ?lm 
10 and intercept heat transferred from the heat generator 162 
to the lower pocket ?lm 10, may be used as the shutter 164. 
The time for which the lowerpocket ?lm 10 is exposed to heat 
by the retraction of the shutter 164, may be varied according 
to the kind of ingredients in the drug material and the material 
used for the lower pocket ?lm 10. 
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While the lower pocket ?lm 10 is advanced, the opening 
and closing of the shutter 164 are repeated, so that mixtures or 
tablets, which are in the lower pocket ?lm 10, are heated for 
a predetermined exposure time. This operation is repeatedly 
and continuously conducted. 

Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 5, the packaging machine 
1 00 for preparing a rapidly disintegrating formulation for oral 
administration according to the present invention may further 
include a pressing unit 140, which is provided between the 
drug material feeding unit 130 and the heating unit 160. The 
pressing unit 140 serves to press a mixture or tablet, which is 
input into the corresponding pocket 10a of the lower pocket 
?lm 10 by the drug material feeding unit 130, thus forming a 
tablet 22 having a shape corresponding to that of the pocket 
1011. 
As shown in FIG. 6, the pressing unit 140 includes tamping 

rods 142, which are moved downwards into the correspond 
ing pockets 10a of the lower pocket ?lm 10 to press mixtures 
or tablets and then are moved upwards. 

Here, to press the mixtures or tablets in multiple steps and 
thus form the mixtures or tablets into a shape more similar to 
that of the corresponding pocket 10a, several tamping rods 
142 having different shapes may be provided at front and rear 
positions to press the mixtures or tablets. In the drawing, the 
tamping rods 142 are illustrated as comprising ?rst tamping 
rods, which primarily press the perimeters of the mixtures or 
tablets, and second tamping rods, which secondarily press the 
central portions of the mixtures or tablets. 

Furthermore, each tamping rod 142 can be rotated at a ?ne 
angle in a state of pressing the corresponding mixture or tablet 
?lled in the pocket ?lm. Therefore, the mixture or tablet can 
be shaped to have an even shape in the pocket 10a without 
becoming malformed and leaning to one side. 

Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 7, the packaging machine 
1 00 for preparing a rapidly disintegrating formulation for oral 
administration according to the present invention may further 
include a suction unit 150, which is provided between the 
drug material feeding unit 130 and the heating unit 160. The 
suction unit 150 generates suction pressure on the lower 
pocket ?lm 10, in which mixtures or tablets are input, thus 
suctioning and removing undesirable ?ne powder from the 
lower pocket ?lm 10, thereby enhancing the marketability of 
the products and sealing ability of the upper cover ?lm with 
the lower pocket ?lm 10. 
As shown in FIG. 8, the suction unit 150 includes a suction 

noZZle 152, which is connected to a vacuum utility line in a 
factory or a vacuum pump so as to generate vacuum suction 

pressure on the lower pocket ?lm 10, and a screen 154, which 
is provided at a position between the suction noZZle 152 and 
the lower pocket ?lm 10 to prevent mixtures or tablets, ?lled 
in the pocket ?lm, from being drawn upwards by the vacuum 
suction pres sure. 

Here, the suction noZZle 152 may be movable downwards 
or upwards such that it approaches the lowerpocket ?lm 10 or 
moves away therefrom. 

The overall operation of the packaging machine 100 for 
preparing a rapidly disintegrating formulation for oral admin 
istration according to the present invention having the above 
mentioned construction will be described below. 

First, a forming ?lm is fed from the ?lm feeding unit 110 at 
a constant speed. The forming ?lm is pre-heated and pressed 
by the ?lm shaping unit 120 such that pockets 1011 having 
container shapes are formed in the forming ?lm, thus forming 
the lower pocket ?lm 10. 

Thereafter, powdery mixtures or tablets are input into the 
corresponding pockets 10a of the formed lower pocket ?lm 
10 by the drug material feeding unit 130. The mixtures or 
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tablets ?lled in the pocket ?lm are pressed in the correspond 
ing pockets 10a of the lower pocket ?lm 10 by the pressing 
unit 140, thus forming tablets 22 having shapes correspond 
ing to that of the pockets 1011. 

Subsequently, undesirable ?ne powder, which has been on 
the lower pocket ?lm 10, is eliminated by vacuum pressure of 
the suction unit 150. 

The mixtures or tablets in the lower pocket ?lm 10 are 
thereafter heated by the heating unit 1 60, so that each mixture 
or tablet is melted and uni?ed to guarantee a reliable unifying 
force, thereby being formed into a rapidly disintegrating for 
mulation for oral administration. 

Subsequently, the lower pocket ?lm 10, containing the 
rapidly disintegrating formulations for oral administration, is 
pressed to the upper cover ?lm by the sealing unit 170 and is 
thus sealed, thus completing the packaging operation. There 
after, the product is cut by the cutting unit 180 into a prede 
termined packaging unit. 

Finally, the rapidly disintegrating formulation product, 
which has been packaged, is slowly cooled at room tempera 
ture in the packaged state. 
As such, rapidly disintegrating formulations for oral 

administration can be conveniently and economically pre 
pared using mass production through the single process line. 

In the present invention, although the heating process has 
been illustrated as being conducted using the heating unit 160 
at a middle step in the packaging process, the heating process 
may be conducted after the process of attaching the upper 
cover ?lm to the lower pocket ?lm has been conducted, that is, 
after the packaging process has been completed. For this, 
after the process of packaging the rapidly disintegrating for 
mulation products has completed, the products may be sup 
plied into a heating chamber such that the products are sepa 
rately heated. 

While the invention has been described with respect to the 
above speci?c embodiments, it should be recogniZed that 
various modi?cations and changes may be made to the inven 
tion by those skilled in the art which also fall within the scope 
of the invention as de?ned by the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1 . A packaging machine for preparing a rapidly disintegrat 

ing formulation for oral administration, comprising: 
a ?lm feeding unit to feed a forming ?lm; 
a ?lm shaping unit to shape the forming ?lm, thus forming 

a lower pocket ?lm provided with a pocket having a 
container shape; 

a drug material feeding unit to ?ll or input a powdery 
mixture or a tablet, formed by pressing the powdery 
mixture to have a predetermined shape, into the pocket 
of the lower pocket ?lm; 

a heating unit to heat the ?lled mixture or tablet ?lled in the 
lower pocket ?lm, thus melting and unifying the ?lled 
mixture or tablet; and 

a sealing unit to attach an upper cover ?lm to the lower 
pocket ?lm. 

2. The packaging machine according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a cutting unit to cut a packaging material, formed by attach 
ing the upper cover ?lm to the lower pocket ?lm, into a 
predetermined unit; and 

a control unit for operation control. 
3. The packaging machine according to claim 2, wherein 

the powdery mixture further comprises a pharmaceutically 
acceptable additive selected from a group consisting of a low 
temperature-melting binding agent, a disintegrator, a lubri 
cant, an excipient, and a mixture thereof. 
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4. The packaging machine according to claim 1, wherein 
the powdery mixture comprises a pharmaceutically active 
ingredient and a sugar or a sugar alcohol poWder. 

5. The packaging machine according to claim 1, Wherein 
the drug material feeding unit comprises: 

a ?lling disk having at least tWo ?lling holes, Which are 
respectively and alternately disposed at a poWder press 
ing position and at a drug material discharge position, 
the ?lling disk alloWing the poWdery mixture to be piled 
on an upper surface thereof; 

a loWer disk provided under the ?lling disk to open the 
?lling hole disposed at the drug material discharge posi 
tion and close the ?lling hole disposed at the poWder 
pressing position; 

pressing rods provided above the respective ?lling holes, 
the pressing rods moving doWnWards into the corre 
sponding ?lling holes simultaneously to press a poW 
dery mixture, Which is ?lled in the ?lling hole disposed 
at the poWder pressing position, and discharge a tablet, 
Which is in the ?lling hole disposed at the drug material 
discharge position; and 

a hopper to feed the poWdery mixture onto the ?lling disk. 
6. The packaging machine according to claim 5, Wherein 

the ?lling disk is rotated, and the piled poWdery mixture is fed 
into the corresponding ?lling hole during the rotation of the 
?lling disk. 

7. The packaging machine according to claim 5, Wherein 
the poWder pressing position comprises at least tWo poWder 
pressing positions, so that the feeding and pressing of the 
poWdery mixture are conducted in multiple steps. 

8. The packaging machine according to claim 5, Wherein 
the drug material feeding unit further comprises: 

poWder blocking means provided on the ?lling disk to 
prevent additional poWdery mixture from entering the 
?lling holes, the poWder blocking plate extending from 
a position ahead of the poWder pressing position to a 
position behind the drug material discharge position. 

9. The packaging machine according to claim 1, Wherein 
the heating unit comprises: 

a heat generator to heat the mixture or tablet, ?lled in the 
loWer pocket ?lm; and 
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a shutter to retractably enter a space betWeen the heat 

generator and the loWer pocket ?lm, thus controlling a 
time period over Which the mixture or tablet is exposed 
to heat. 

10. The packaging machine according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a pressing unit to press the mixture or tablet, Which is input 
into the pocket of the loWer pocket ?lm by the drug 
material feeding unit, thus shaping the mixture or tablet 
into a shape corresponding to a shape of the pocket. 

11. The packaging machine according to claim 10, Wherein 
the pressing unit comprises: 

a tamping rod to move doWnWards into the pocket of the 
loWer pocket ?lm and move upWards after pressing the 
mixture or tablet. 

12. The packaging machine according to claim 11, Wherein 
the tamping rod of the pressing unit comprises at least tWo 
tamping rods provided in series to consecutively press the 
mixture or tablet at least tWo times. 

13. The packaging machine according to claim 12, Wherein 
each of the tamping rods of the pressing unit is rotated after 
moving doWnWards into the pocket of the loWer pocket ?lm to 
press the mixture or tablet ?lled in the pocket, such that the 
mixture or tablet is evenly shaped in the pocket. 

14. The packaging machine according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a suction unit to generate a suction pressure on the loWer 
pocket ?lm, thus suctioning and removing undesirable 
?ne poWder from the loWer pocket ?lm. 

15. The packaging machine according to claim 14, Wherein 
the suction unit comprises: 

a suction nozzle to generate a vacuum suction pressure on 
the loWer pocket ?lm; and 

a screen provided at a position betWeen the suction noZZle 
and the loWer pocket ?lm to prevent the mixture or 
tablet, ?lled in the pocket ?lm, from being draWn 
upWards by the vacuum suction pressure. 

16. The packaging machine according to claim 1, Wherein 
the heating unit is provided above the loWer pocket ?lm. 

* * * * * 


