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EFFICIENT DEALLOCATION OF NETWORK 
RESOURCES BASED ON NETWORK NODE 

LOCATION EXTRAPOLATION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to computer networking tech 
nology in general, and more particularly to deallocating 
resources based on node location extrapolation in an ad-hoc 
computer network. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Mobile Ad-hoc Network (MANET) technology provides a 
?exible method for establishing communications within a 
dynamic networking environment. A MANET system typi 
cally consists of wireless devices, or nodes, equipped with 
transmitters and receivers, and con?gured to implement a 
routing protocol. For example, a node may be a mobile device 
such as a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), or laptop com 
puter. Nodes that are within a prede?ned distance, or range, of 
each other may communicate with each other, creating an 
ad-hoc network. At any given time, the topology of the net 
work may change as nodes move in and out of range of each 
other. 

If two MANET-capable nodes, a source node and a desti 
nation node, that are not within range of each other wish to 
establish a communications session, a path of other MANET 
capable nodes between the source and destination nodes may 
be found, where each node in the path is within range of its 
immediately neighboring nodes in the path. Additionally, in 
order to provide quality of service (QoS) required for the 
session, each node in the path typically reserves an amount of 
bandwidth for the session. The nodes in the network use a 
routing protocol to determine if they are included in any given 
path, which may change during a given session as the topol 
ogy of the network changes. When a session is terminated by 
either the source or destination node, or when a node is no 
longer on a session path due to network topology changes, or 
when there is a lack of connectivity between the source and 
destination nodes for any other reason, the node can release 
the bandwidth reserved for the session so that it may be 
available for use by other sessions. Typically, a node deter 
mines that it may release the reserved bandwidth for a session 
only after a period of time, called a “timeout,” has passed 
without receiving any communication regarding the session. 
As network throughput and performance are highly depen 
dent on the bandwidth available at the nodes, any unnecessary 
delay in releasing the bandwidth reserved by the nodes for a 
given session, such as waiting for a full timeout, adversely 
affects the network performance. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention in embodiments thereof discloses 
novel systems and methods for ef?cient deallocation of net 
work resources based on network node location extrapola 
tion. 

In one aspect of the present invention a method is provided 
for deallocating resources allocated to a network communi 
cations session, the method including extrapolating an 
expected location of a selected node that belongs to a com 
munications path of a network communications session, 
determining if the extrapolated location is beyond a pre 
de?ned range from a neighboring node that belongs to the 
communications path of the network communications ses 
sion and that immediately neighbors the selected node along 
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2 
the communications path, and deallocating any resources 
allocated to the network communications session if the 
extrapolated location is beyond the range. 

In another aspect of the present invention if the extrapo 
lated location is beyond the range from the neighboring node 
and if the extrapolated location is within a prede?ned distance 
from the neighboring node, the determining step includes 
sending a message to the selected node, and performing the 
deallocating step if no con?rmation is received from the 
selected node within a prede?ned period of time from when 
the message is sent. 

In another aspect of the present invention the performing 
step includes performing the deallocating when the pre 
de?ned period of time is an expected round-trip-time (RTT) 
for messages to travel a round trip between an extrapolating 
node performing the extrapolating, determining, sending, and 
deallocating steps and the selected node given the expected 
location of the selected node. 

In another aspect of the present invention the performing 
step includes performing the deallocating when the extrapo 
lated location is beyond the range from the neighboring node 
and if the extrapolated location is beyond a prede?ned dis 
tance from the neighboring node. 

In another aspect of the present invention the method fur 
ther includes performing a prede?ned calculation to deter 
mine a probability that an extrapolating node performing the 
extrapolating, determining, sending, and deallocating steps 
belongs to a recovery path for the session, waiting a pre 
de?ned period of time for the extrapolating node to receive 
traf?c as part of the session if the probability is greater than a 
prede?ned threshold, and performing the deallocating step if 
the extrapolating node does not receive session traf?c within 
the prede?ned time period. 

In another aspect of the present invention the method fur 
ther includes performing a prede?ned calculation to deter 
mine a probability that an extrapolating node performing the 
extrapolating, determining, sending, and deallocating steps 
belongs to a recovery path for the session, and performing the 
deallocating step if the probability is below a prede?ned 
threshold. 

In another aspect of the present invention a computer 
implemented program is provided embodied on a computer 
readable medium, the computer program including a code 
segment operative to extrapolate an expected location of a 
selected node that belongs to a communications path of a 
network communications session, a code segment operative 
to determine if the extrapolated location is beyond a pre 
de?ned range from a neighboring node that belongs to the 
communications path of the network communications ses 
sion and that immediately neighbors the selected node along 
the communications path, and a code segment operative to 
deallocate any resources allocated to the network communi 
cations session if the extrapolated location is beyond the 
range. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention will be understood and appreciated 
more fully from the following detailed description taken in 
conjunction with the appended drawings in which: 

FIGS. 1A and 1B are simpli?ed conceptual illustrations of 
an ad-hoc network with resource deallocation based on node 
location extrapolation, constructed and operative in accor 
dance with an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 2A and 2B, taken together, is a simpli?ed ?owchart 
illustration of an exemplary method of operation of the sys 
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tem of FIGS. 1A and 1B operative in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 3 is a simpli?ed block diagram illustration of an 
exemplary hardware implementation of a computing system, 
constructed and operative in accordance with an embodiment 
of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is now described within the context 
of one or more embodiments, although the description is 
intended to be illustrative of the invention as a whole, and is 
not to be construed as limiting the invention to the embodi 
ments shown. It is appreciated that various modi?cations may 
occur to those skilled in the art that, while not speci?cally 
shown herein, are nevertheless within the true spirit and scope 
of the invention. 
As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, the present 

invention may be embodied as a system, method or computer 
program product. Accordingly, the present invention may 
take the form of an entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely 
software embodiment (including ?rmware, resident software, 
micro-code, etc.) or an embodiment combining software and 
hardware aspects that may all generally be referred to herein 
as a “circuit,” “module” or “system.” Furthermore, the 
present invention may take the form of a computer program 
product embodied in any tangible medium of expression hav 
ing computer usable program code embodied in the medium. 
Any combination of one or more computer usable or com 

puter readable medium(s) may be utiliZed. The computer 
usable or computer-readable medium may be, for example 
but not limited to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electro 
magnetic, infrared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, 
device, or propagation medium. More speci?c examples (a 
non-exhaustive list) of the computer-readable medium would 
include the following: an electrical connection having one or 
more wires, a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a ran 
dom access memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an 
erasable programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash 
memory), an optical ?ber, a portable compact disc read-only 
memory (CDROM), an optical storage device, a transmission 
media such as those supporting the Internet or an intranet, or 
a magnetic storage device. Note that the computer-usable or 
computer-readable medium could even be paper or another 
suitable medium upon which the program is printed, as the 
program can be electronically captured, via, for instance, 
optical scanning of the paper or other medium, then com 
piled, interpreted, or otherwise processed in a suitable man 
ner, if necessary, and then stored in a computer memory. In the 
context of this document, a computer-usable or computer 
readable medium may be any medium that can contain, store, 
communicate, propagate, or transport the program for use by 
or in connection with the instruction execution system, appa 
ratus, or device. The computer-usable medium may include a 
propagated data signal with the computer-usable program 
code embodied therewith, either in baseband or as part of a 
carrier wave. The computer usable program code may be 
transmitted using any appropriate medium, including but not 
limited to wireless, wireline, optical ?ber cable, RF, etc. 

Computer program code for carrying out operations of the 
present invention may be written in any combination of one or 
more programming languages, including an object oriented 
programming language such as Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the 
like and conventional procedural programming languages, 
such as the “C” programming language or similar program 
ming languages. The program code may execute entirely on 
the user’s computer, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand 
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4 
alone software package, partly on the user’s computer and 
partly on a remote computer or entirely on the remote com 
puter or server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer 
may be connected to the user’ s computer through any type of 
network, including a local area network (LAN) or a wide area 
network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an exter 
nal computer (for example, through the Internet using an 
Internet Service Provider). 
The present invention is described below with reference to 

?owchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of methods, 
apparatus (systems) and computer program products accord 
ing to embodiments of the invention. It will be understood 
that each block of the ?owchart illustrations and/or block 
diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the ?owchart illus 
trations and/ or block diagrams, can be implemented by com 
puter program instructions. These computer program instruc 
tions may be provided to a processor of a general purpose 
computer, special purpose computer, or other programmable 
data processing apparatus to produce a machine, such that the 
instructions, which execute via the processor of the computer 
or other programmable data processing apparatus, create 
means for implementing the functions/acts speci?ed in the 
?owchart and/or block diagram block or blocks. 

These computer program instructions may also be stored in 
a computer-readable medium that can direct a computer or 
other programmable data processing apparatus to function in 
a particular manner, such that the instructions stored in the 
computer-readable medium produce an article of manufac 
ture including instruction means which implement the func 
tion/ act speci?ed in the ?owchart and/or block diagram block 
or blocks. 

The computer program instructions may also be loaded 
onto a computer or other programmable data processing 
apparatus to cause a series of operational steps to be per 
formed on the computer or other programmable apparatus to 
produce a computer implemented process such that the 
instructions which execute on the computer or other pro gram 
mable apparatus provide processes for implementing the 
functions/ acts speci?ed in the ?owchart and/ or block diagram 
block or blocks. 

Reference is now made to FIG. 1A, which is a simpli?ed 
conceptual illustration of an ad-hoc network with resource 
deallocation based on node location extrapolation, con 
structed and operative in accordance with an embodiment of 
the present invention. In FIG. 1A a network communications 
session, such as may be created in a MANET network, is 
created between a source node 100 and a destination node 102 
via one or more additional nodes, such as nodes 104 and 106, 
also labeled nodes A and B respectively, resulting in a com 
munications path for the session. The nodes may be cellular 
telephones, personal digital assistants, or any other devices 
able to send and receive messages to and from other nodes 
within communications range as part of a network of nodes, 
such as a MANET network. Nodes 104 and 106 preferably 
reserve an amount of bandwidth for the session according to 
known protocols. Any, and preferably each, of the nodes in 
the path provides its location and velocity to any, and prefer 
ably each, of the other nodes in the path, where a node pref 
erably determines its location and velocity using any known 
method. This providing of location and velocity information 
is preferably done periodically, such as at prede?ned time 
intervals, and/ or whenever a node detects a sudden change in 
its location and/ or velocity beyond prede?ned thresholds. In 
the example shown in FIG. 1A, node 100 sends its location 
and velocity information (LS,VS) to node 104, and node 104 
sends its location and velocity information (L A,V A), as well as 
(LS,VS), to Node 106. 
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Periodically, such as at prede?ned time intervals, any, and 
preferably each, of the nodes in the path preferably predicts if 
the session communications path still exists by extrapolating 
the expected location of any of the other nodes in the path 
using their location and velocity information, as Well as the 
time that has elapsed from When the location and velocity 
information Was received and the current time, and determin 
ing Whether the extrapolated location of any of the nodes in 
the path is outside of the range of the knoWn or extrapolated 
location of any of their immediate neighbors in the path. For 
example, after receiving the location and velocity informa 
tion of node 100 and node 104 at a time to, node 106 may 
extrapolate the expected location of nodes 100 and 104 at a 
later time t1, and determine that the extrapolated location of 
node 104 is no longer Within range of the extrapolated loca 
tion of node 100. Should any node suspect that its oWn loca 
tion or the knoWn or extrapolated location of any other node 
in the session path is out of range of a neighboring node as 
described above, the suspecting node preferably performs 
one or more prede?ned actions to determine Whether the node 
may release any of the resources that the node may have 
allocated for the session. 

Reference is noW made to FIG. 1B Which is substantially 
similar to FIG. 1A With the notable exception that node 104 is 
no longer Within range of node 100 or of node 106, and as a 
result, is no longer included in the session communications 
path. A neW path is found for the session With node 108, also 
labeled node C, replacing node 104 in the path. Node 100 
preferably provides its location and velocity (L S,VS) to node 
108 and node 108 preferably provides its location and veloc 
ity (LOVC), as Well as (LS,VS), to node 106. Node 106 is still 
included in the path, and as such, continues to reserve band 
Width for the session. 

Reference is noW made to FIGS. 2A and 2B, Which, taken 
together, is a simpli?ed ?owchart illustration of an exemplary 
method of operation of the netWork of FIG. 1A as it relates to 
resource deallocation based on node location extrapolation, 
operative in accordance With an embodiment of the present 
invention. The method of FIGS. 2A and 2B may be performed 
by any, and preferably each, of the nodes that belong to a 
session communications path as described above, and a node 
that performs the method of FIGS. 2A and 2B is referred to 
hereinafter as an extrapolating node. In the method of FIGS. 
2A and 2B an extrapolating node extrapolates the expected 
location of any of the nodes that both belong to the session 
communications path. The expected location of a selected 
node at a time index t 1 may be extrapolated if the location and 
velocity of the node at a time index to that precedes tl is 
knoWn. If the extrapolated location of a node is such that it is 
out of range of the knoWn or expected location of any of its 
immediately neighboring nodes along the session communi 
cations path, and therefore the node can no longer lie along 
the session communications path, the extrapolating node 
preferably does one of the folloWing: 

If the extrapolated location of the suspected out-of-range 
node is nevertheless Within a prede?ned distance from 
its suspected out-of-range neighbor, then the extrapolat 
ing node sends a message to the suspected out-of-range 
node and Waits a period of time to receive a con?rmation 
from the suspected node, Where the period of time is, in 
one embodiment, the expected round-trip-time (RTT) 
for mes sages to travel from the extrapolating node to the 
suspected node and back, given the expected location of 
the suspected node. If the con?rmation is not received 
Within the expected RTT, then the suspected node may 
be assumed to no longer lie along the session commu 
nications path; 
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6 
Alternatively, if the extrapolated location of the suspected 

out-of-range node is beyond the prede?ned distance 
from its suspected out-of-range neighbor, then the 
extrapolating node automatically assumes that the node 
no longer lies along the session communications path. 

Once the suspected node has been determined to no longer 
lie along the session communications path, then the extrapo 
lating node preferably performs a prede?ned calculation to 
determine the probability that it belongs to a recovery path for 
the session. If the probability is greater than a prede?ned 
threshold, then the extrapolating node preferably Waits a pre 
de?ned period of time to receive tra?ic as part of the session. 
If the extrapolating node does not receive session traf?c 
Within the prede?ned time period, or if the probability is 
beloW the prede?ned threshold, then the extrapolating node 
preferably deallocates any of its resources, such as band 
Width, that it reserved for the session, and makes it available 
for other sessions. 

It Will be appreciated that by using the location and velocity 
information of the nodes in a netWork session communica 
tions path to determine if a node no longerbelongs to the path, 
the nodes Will be able to deallocate any reserved resources 
sooner than they Would using session timeout-based tech 
niques. The present invention is therefore believed to provide 
more e?icient use of netWork resources, improving overall 
netWork performance. 

Referring noW to FIG. 3, block diagram 300 illustrates an 
exemplary hardWare implementation of a computing system 
in accordance With Which one or more components/method 
ologies of the invention (e.g., components/methodologies 
described in the context of FIGS. 1A-2B) may be imple 
mented, according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
As shoWn, the techniques for controlling access to at least 

one resource may be implemented in accordance With a pro 
cessor 310, a memory 312, I/O devices 314, and a netWork 
interface 316, coupled via a computer bus 318 or alternate 
connection arrangement. 

It is to be appreciated that the term “processor” as used 
herein is intended to include any processing device, such as, 
for example, one that includes a CPU (central processing 
unit) and/or other processing circuitry. It is also to be under 
stood that the term “processor” may refer to more than one 
processing device and that various elements associated With a 
processing device may be shared by other processing devices. 

The term “memory” as used herein is intended to include 
memory associated With a processor or CPU, such as, for 
example, RAM, ROM, a ?xed memory device (e.g., hard 
drive), a removable memory device (e.g., diskette), ?ash 
memory, etc. Such memory may be considered a computer 
readable storage medium. 

In addition, the phrase “input/output devices” or “I/O 
devices” as used herein is intended to include, for example, 
one or more input devices (e.g., keyboard, mouse, scanner, 
etc.) for entering data to the processing unit, and/or one or 
more output devices (e.g., speaker, display, printer, etc.) for 
presenting results associated With the processing unit. 

The ?owchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate 
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible 
implementations of systems, methods and computer program 
products according to various embodiments of the present 
invention. In this regard, each block in the ?oWchart or block 
diagrams may represent a module, segment, or portion of 
code, Which comprises one or more executable instructions 
for implementing the speci?ed logical function(s). It should 
also be noted that, in some alternative implementations, the 
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted 
in the ?gures. For example, tWo blocks shoWn in succession 
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may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the 
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order, 
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be 
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/ or ?owchart 
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams 
and/ or ?owchart illustration, can be implemented by special 
purpose hardware-based systems that perform the speci?ed 
functions or acts, or combinations of special purpose hard 
ware and computer instructions. 

While the methods and apparatus herein may or may not 
have been described with reference to speci?c computer hard 
ware or software, it is appreciated that the methods and appa 
ratus described herein may be readily implemented in com 
puter hardware or software using conventional techniques. 

While the present invention has been described with refer 
ence to one or more speci?c embodiments, the description is 
intended to be illustrative of the invention as a whole and is 
not to be construed as limiting the invention to the embodi 
ments shown. It is appreciated that various modi?cations may 
occur to those skilled in the art that, while not speci?cally 
shown herein, are nevertheless within the true spirit and scope 
of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A system for deallocating resources allocated to a net 

work communications session, the method comprising: 
a selected node that belongs to a communications path of a 

network communications session, wherein said selected 
node is con?gured to provide its location and velocity; 
and 

an extrapolating node that belongs to said communications 
path of said network communications session, and that is 
con?gured to 
receive said selected node location and velocity, 
extrapolate an expected location of said selected node, 
determine if said extrapolated location is beyond a pre 

de?ned range from a neighboring node that belongs to 
said communications path of said network communi 
cations session and that immediately neighbors said 
selected node along said communications path, and 

deallocate any resources allocated to said network com 
munications session if said extrapolated location is 
beyond said range, 

wherein said prede?ned period of time is an expected 
round-trip-time (RTT) for messages to travel a round trip 
between said extrapolating node and said selected node, 
and 

wherein if said extrapolated location is beyond said range 
from said neighboring node and if said extrapolated 
location is within a prede?ned distance from said neigh 
boring node, said extrapolating node is con?gured to 
send a message to said selected node, and 
deallocate said resources if no con?rmation is received 

from said selected node within a prede?ned period of 
time from when said message is sent. 
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2. A system for deallocating resources allocated to a net 

work communications session, the method comprising: 
a selected node that belongs to a communications path of a 

network communications session, wherein said selected 
node is con?gured to provide its location and velocity; 
and 

an extrapolating node that belongs to said communications 
path of said network communications session, and that is 
con?gured to 
receive said selected node location and velocity, 
extrapolate an expected location of said selected node, 
determine if said extrapolated location is beyond a pre 

de?ned range from a neighboring node that belongs to 
said communications path of said network communi 
cations session and that immediately neighbors said 
selected node along said communications path, and 

deallocate any resources allocated to said network com 
munications session if said extrapolated location is 
beyond said range, 

wherein said extrapolating node is con?gured to 
perform a prede?ned calculation to determine a prob 

ability that said extrapolating node belongs to a recov 
ery path for said session, 

wait a prede?ned period of time to receive traf?c as part 
of said session if said probability is greater than a 
prede?ned threshold, and 

deallocate said resources if no session traf?c is received 
within said prede?ned time period. 

3. A system for deallocating resources allocated to a net 
work communications session, the method comprising: 

a selected node that belongs to a communications path of a 
network communications session, wherein said selected 
node is con?gured to provide its location and velocity; 
and 

an extrapolating node that belongs to said communications 
path of said network communications session, and that is 
con?gured to 
receive said selected node location and velocity, 
extrapolate an expected location of said selected node, 
determine if said extrapolated location is beyond a pre 

de?ned range from a neighboring node that belongs to 
said communications path of said network communi 
cations session and that immediately neighbors said 
selected node along said communications path, and 

deallocate any resources allocated to said network com 
munications session if said extrapolated location is 
beyond said range, 

wherein said extrapolating node is con?gured to 
perform a prede?ned calculation to determine a prob 

ability that said extrapolating node belongs to a recov 
ery path for said session, and 

deallocate said resources if said probability is below a 
prede?ned threshold. 

* * * * * 


