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(57) ABSTRACT 

Certain embodiments described herein provide a measure of 
the misalignment of multiple acceleration sensors mounted in 
the downhole portion of a drill string. In certain embodi 
ments, the measure of the misalignment corresponds to a 
measure of sag which can be used to provide an improved 
estimate of the inclination of the downhole portion of the drill 
string and/or the wellbore. Certain embodiments described 
herein provide an estimate of the magnetic interference inci 
dent upon a drilling system using multiple magnetic sensors 
mounted within a non-magnetic region of the downhole por 
tion of the drilling system. Certain embodiments utilize the 
magnetic measurements to determine an axial interference 
resulting from one or more magnetic portions of the down 
hole portion and to provide an improved estimate of the 
azimuthal orientation of the downhole portion with respect to 
the magnetic ?eld of the Earth. 

39 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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DOWNHOLE SURVEYING UTILIZING 
MULTIPLE MEASUREMENTS 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present application relates generally to systems and 

methods for utilizing measurements from multiple sensors on 
a drilling tool within a wellbore to correct for measurement 
errors and/or determine the position of the wellbore in rela 
tion to another wellbore. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Rotary steerable drilling tools can be equipped with survey 

instrumentation, such as measurement while drilling (MWD) 
instrumentation, which provides information regarding the 
orientation of the survey tool, and hence, the orientation of the 
well at the tool location. Survey instrumentation can make use 
of various measured quantities such as one or more of accel 
eration, magnetic ?eld, and angular rate to determine the 
orientation of the tool and the associated wellbore with 
respect to a reference vector such as the Earth’s gravitational 
?eld, magnetic ?eld, or rotation vector. The determination of 
such directional information at generally regular intervals 
along the path of the well can be combined with measure 
ments of well depth to allow the trajectory of the well to be 
determined. However, measurements used in this process can 
be subject to errors. For example, the errors may be the result 
of imperfections internal to the instrumentation itself or exter 
nal disturbances that can affect the output of the instrumen 
tation and its associated sensors. Internal errors can generally 
be accounted for using calibration techniques and other meth 
ods. However, external errors, such as errors resulting from 
misalignments of the sensors within the wellbore, or errors 
caused by disturbances affecting the relevant reference vector 
(e. g., the Earth’s magnetic ?eld) can be more dif?cult to 
correct. 

In addition, when a wellbore is drilled in an area in which 
one or more existing wellbores are present it is useful to 
determine the relative position of the wellbore and downhole 
portion of the drilling tool in relation to the existing wellbore. 
For example, this information can be useful to avoid colli 
sions with existing wellbores or to drill a relief well to inter 
cept an existing well. Furthermore, there are situations in 
which it is useful to drill a well alongside an existing well to 
implement a process known as steam assisted gravity drain 
age (SAGD) to facilitate the retrieval of heavy oil deposits in 
certain parts of the world. In this case, existing methods 
involve inserting equipment, such as a solenoid, into the 
existing wellbores. The equipment gives rise to magnetic ?eld 
disturbances, which can be detected by sensors in the new 
well and used to determine the position of the drilling tool and 
wellbore in relation to the existing wellbore. Such techniques 
can be costly, in part because of the additional equipment 
involved and because such operations are time consuming. 

SUMMARY 

In certain embodiments, a drill string is provided which 
includes a downhole portion adapted to move within a well 
bore, the downhole portion having a ?rst portion at a ?rst 
position within the wellbore and oriented at a ?rst angle 
relative to the wellbore at the ?rst position and a second 
portion at a second position within the wellbore and oriented 
at a second angle relative to the wellbore at the second posi 
tion, wherein at least one of the ?rst and second angles is 
non-zero. The drill string of certain embodiments includes a 
?rst acceleration sensor mounted within the ?rst portion, the 
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2 
?rst acceleration sensor adapted to generate a ?rst signal 
indicative of an acceleration of the ?rst acceleration sensor. 
The drill string of certain embodiments also includes a second 
acceleration sensor mounted within the second portion, the 
second acceleration sensor adapted to generate a second sig 
nal indicative of an acceleration of the second acceleration 
sensor. 

In certain embodiments, a method for generating informa 
tion indicative of misalignment between ?rst and second 
acceleration sensors mounted within the downhole portion of 
a drill string is provided. The method of certain embodiments 
includes providing a drill string comprising. The drill string 
of certain embodiments includes a downhole portion adapted 
to move within a wellbore, the downhole portion having a ?rst 
portion at a ?rst position within the wellbore and oriented at 
a ?rst angle relative to the wellbore at the ?rst position and a 
second portion at a second position within the wellbore and 
oriented at a second angle relative to the wellbore at the 
second position wherein at least one of the ?rst and second 
angles is non-zero. The drill string can also include a ?rst 
acceleration sensor mounted within the ?rst portion, the ?rst 
acceleration sensor adapted to generate a ?rst signal indica 
tive of an acceleration of the ?rst acceleration sensor and a 
second acceleration sensor mounted within the second por 
tion, the second acceleration sensor adapted to generate a 
second signal indicative of an acceleration of the second 
acceleration sensor. The method of certain embodiments fur 
ther includes generating the ?rst signal and the second signal 
while the downhole portion of the drill string is within the 
wellbore. 

In certain embodiments, a method of determining the mis 
alignment between ?rst and second acceleration sensors 
mounted within a drill string is provided. The method of 
certain embodiments includes receiving one or more accel 
eration measurements from a ?rst acceleration sensor in a ?rst 

portion of the drill string at a ?rst position within a wellbore, 
the ?rst portion oriented at a ?rst angle relative the wellbore 
at the ?rst position. The method further includes receiving 
one or more acceleration measurements from a second accel 

eration sensor in a second portion of the drill string at a second 
position within the wellbore, the second portion oriented at a 
second angle relative to the wellbore at the second position, 
wherein at least one of the ?rst and second angles is non-zero. 
The method further includes calculating the difference 
between the ?rst angle and the second angle in response to the 
one or more acceleration measurements from the ?rst accel 
eration sensor and the one or more measurements from the 

second acceleration sensor. 

In certain embodiments, a drilling system is provided 
which includes a downhole portion adapted to move along a 
?rst wellbore, the downhole portion comprising one or more 
magnetic regions and one or more non-magnetic regions. The 
drilling system of certain embodiments includes at least two 
magnetic sensors within at least one non-magnetic region of 
the downhole portion, the at least two magnetic sensors com 
prising a ?rst magnetic sensor and a second magnetic sensor 
spaced apart from one another by a non-zero distance, the ?rst 
magnetic sensor adapted to generate a ?rst signal in response 
to magnetic ?elds of the Earth and of the one or more mag 
netic regions, the second magnetic sensor adapted to generate 
a second signal in response to magnetic ?elds of the Earth and 
of the one or more magnetic regions. The drilling system can 
include a controller con?gured to receive the ?rst signal and 
the second signal and to calculate the magnetic ?eld of the one 
or more magnetic regions. 

In certain embodiments, a method for generating informa 
tion indicative of the magnetic ?eld in a ?rst wellbore is 
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provided. The method includes providing a drilling system 
comprising a downhole portion adapted to move along a ?rst 
wellbore, the downhole portion comprising one or more mag 
netic regions and one or more non-magnetic regions. The 
drilling system of certain embodiments further includes at 
least two magnetic sensors within at least one non-magnetic 
region of the downhole portion, the at least two magnetic 
sensors comprising a ?rst magnetic sensor and a second mag 
netic sensor spaced apart from one another by a non-zero 
distance, the ?rst magnetic sensor adapted to generate a ?rst 
signal in response to magnetic ?elds of the Earth and of the 
one or more magnetic regions, the second magnetic sensor 
adapted to generate a second signal in response to magnetic 
?elds of the Earth and of the one or more magnetic regions. 
The method further includes generating the ?rst signal and 
the second signal while the downhole portion of the drilling 
system is at a ?rst location within the ?rst wellbore and 
calculating the magnetic ?eld in the ?rst wellbore in response 
to the ?rst and second signals. 

In certain embodiments, a method for determining the 
magnetic ?eld in a wellbore is provided. The method includes 
receiving one or more magnetic measurements from at least 
two magnetic sensors within at least one non-magnetic region 
of a downhole portion of a drilling system, the at least two 
magnetic sensors comprising a ?rst magnetic sensor and a 
second magnetic sensor spaced apart from one another by a 
non-zero distance, the ?rst magnetic sensor generating a ?rst 
signal in response to magnetic ?elds of the Earth and of one or 
more magnetic regions of the downhole portion, the second 
magnetic sensor generating a second signal in response to 
magnetic ?elds of the Earth and of the one or more magnetic 
regions. The method of certain embodiments further includes 
calculating the magnetic ?eld in response to the one or more 
magnetic measurements from the at least two magnetic sen 
sors. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an example drill string for 
use in a wellbore and having ?rst and second acceleration 
sensors that are misaligned in accordance with certain 
embodiments described herein. 

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates an example drill string for 
use in a wellbore and having ?rst and second acceleration 
sensors that are misaligned and where the drill string is in a 
portion of the wellbore having a curvature in accordance with 
certain embodiments described herein. 

FIG. 3 is a ?owchart of an example method of generating 
information indicative of misalignment between ?rst and sec 
ond acceleration sensors mounted in the downhole portion of 
a drill string in accordance with certain embodiments 
described herein. 

FIG. 4 is a ?owchart of an example method of determining 
the misalignment between ?rst and second acceleration sen 
sors mounted on the downhole portion of a drill string in 
accordance with certain embodiments described herein. 

FIG. 5 schematically illustrates an example drilling system 
including a downhole portion moving along a ?rst wellbore 
and including at least two magnetic sensors in accordance 
with certain embodiments described herein. 

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates the example drilling sys 
tem of FIG. 5 wherein the downhole portion is moving along 
a ?rst wellbore and is positioned relative to a second wellbore 
spaced from the ?rst wellbore in accordance with certain 
embodiments described herein. 
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4 
FIG. 7 is a ?owchart of an example method of generating 

information indicative of the magnetic ?eld in a wellbore in 
accordance with certain embodiments described herein. 

FIG. 8 is a ?owchart of an example method of determining 
the magnetic ?eld in a wellbore in accordance with certain 
embodiments described herein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Certain embodiments described herein provide a down 
hole-based system for utiliZing measurements from multiple 
sensors on a drilling tool within a wellbore to correct for 
measurement errors and so allow the trajectory of the well to 
be determined with greater accuracy than could be achieved 
using a single set of sensors. The application of multiple 
sensors also facilitates the determination of the position of the 
wellbore in relation to another wellbore. In certain embodi 
ments, the system is generally used in logging and drilling 
applications. 

In certain embodiments described herein, measurements 
from multiple sensors on a drill string provide improved 
measurement accuracy. For example, certain embodiments 
described herein correct for external sensor errors utiliZing 
multiple sensors. Sensors may be included in, for example, a 
measurement while drilling (MWD) instrumentation pack. 
Additional sensors may be located on a rotary steerable tool in 
accordance with certain embodiments described herein, and 
can provide enhanced accuracy of, for example, the measure 
ment of the direction in which the well is progressing and can 
provide more immediate information regarding changes in 
well direction. Certain embodiments described herein dis 
close a drill string including a MWD survey instrument and a 
rotary steerable tool, where both the MWD survey instrument 
and the rotary steerable tool include acceleration sensors, 
magnetic ?eld sensors, or both. 
A measurement of a quantity (xM) may be expressed as the 

sum of the true value of that quantity (x) summed with a 
disturbance error term (6), where the error may be a function 
of the well path, its attitude or its heading at the measurement 
location, and the position of the sensing means with respect to 
a source of disturbance (dD). For example, dD may be the 
position of a magnetic ?eld sensor with respect to a local 
magnetic disturbance ?eld that may distort the components of 
the Earth’s magnetic ?eld which the magnetic ?eld sensor is 
con?gured to measure. 

(Eq- 1) 

where x M1 is magnetic ?eld measured by a ?rst magnetic ?eld 
sensor, x is the magnetic ?eld of the Earth at the location of the 
?rst magnetic ?eld sensor, and 61 is the disturbance error 
which can be a function of tool azimuth angle (A), inclination 
(I), and the distance (le) of the magnetic sensor from a local 
magnetic disturbance ?eld. 
A second measurement of the quantity (xM) at another 

location along the tool string may be expressed as: 

(Eq.2) 

where xM2 is magnetic ?eld measured by a second magnetic 
?eld sensor, x is the magnetic ?eld of the Earth at the second 
magnetic ?eld sensor location, and 62 is the disturbance error 
which can also be a function of aZimuth (A), inclination (I) 
and the distance (dDZ) of the magnetic sensor with respect to 
a local magnetic disturbance ?eld. 

Taking the difference between the two measurements 
yields: 
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Thus, where the parameters affecting error terms are 
known, the measurements may be generally used to estimate 
and correct for the error. Certain embodiments described 
herein make use of measurements from multiple acceleration 
sensors, multiple magnetic ?eld sensors, orboth to correct for 
measurement errors. For example, acceleration sensors 
mounted on the downhole portion of a drill string can be used 
to determine the inclination of the drill string. According to 
certain embodiments described herein, the use of measure 
ments from multiple acceleration sensors may be used to 
determine inclination measurement errors owing to the mis 
alignment of the corresponding portions of the drill string in 
which the sensors are mounted. 

In certain embodiments, magnetic sensors included in a 
drill string can provide measurements of the orientation of a 
downhole portion of the drill string with respect to the mag 
netic ?eld of the Earth. However, magnetized portions of the 
drill string can interfere with the orientation measurements 
causing measurement errors. In certain embodiments dis 
closed herein, data from multiple magnetic sensors may be 
used to determine the amount of magnetic interference 
caused by the magnetized portions of the drill string. In cer 
tain embodiments, the magnetic sensors may also be used to 
determine the proximity of the drill string or a portion of the 
drill string to an existing well. 
A. Comparison of Multiple Acceleration Measurements to 
Determine Sensor Misalignment 

FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 schematically illustrate an example 
downhole portion 102 of a drill string 100 within a wellbore 
104 having a ?rst acceleration sensor 106 and a second accel 
eration sensor 108 that are misaligned relative to one another. 
In FIG. 1, the downhole portion 102 is in a generally straight 
section of the wellbore 104, and in FIG. 2, the downhole 
portion 102 is in a curved or angled section of the wellbore 
104. In certain embodiments, the drill string 100 may include 
an elongate portion 110, comprising sections of drill pipe and 
drill collars, and a rotary steerable tool 112. In certain 
embodiments, the drill string comprises a downhole portion 
102 adapted to move within the wellbore 104. In certain 
embodiments, the downhole portion 102 includes a ?rst por 
tion 114 at a ?rst position 116 within the wellbore 104. In 
certain embodiments, the ?rst portion 114 of the downhole 
portion 102 is oriented at a ?rst angle 121 relative to the 
wellbore 104 at the ?rst position 116. The downhole portion 
102 may further comprise a second portion 118 at a second 
position 120 within the wellbore 104 and oriented at a second 
angle 122 relative to the wellbore 104 at the second position 
120. At least one of the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 
122 is non-zero. 

The drill string 100 may, in certain embodiments, be a 
measurement-while-drilling string. In certain embodiments, 
the drill string 100 can include a MWD instrumentation pack. 
In certain embodiments, the ?rst acceleration sensor 106 is 
mounted within the ?rst portion 114 (e.g., on the rotary steer 
able tool 112) and is adapted to generate a ?rst signal indica 
tive of the speci?c force acceleration to which the ?rst accel 
eration sensor 106 is subjected. In certain embodiments, the 
second acceleration sensor 108 is mounted within the second 
portion 118 (e.g., on the elongate portion 110 of the drill 
string 100) and is adapted to generate a second signal indica 
tive of the speci?c force acceleration sensed by the second 
acceleration sensor 108. In certain other embodiments, the 
?rst and second acceleration sensors 106, 108 may be 
mounted on the downhole portion 102 in other con?gurations 
compatible with embodiments described herein. For 
example, in some embodiments, both of the ?rst and second 
acceleration sensors 106, 108 are mounted on the elongate 
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6 
portion 110 (e. g., in two MWD instrumentation packs spaced 
apart from one another or alongside one another). In other 
embodiments, both of the ?rst and second acceleration sen 
sors 106, 108 are mounted on the rotary steerable tool 112. In 
certain embodiments, one or more additional sensors (not 
shown) are located near the ?rst sensor 106, the second sensor 
108, or both. For example, in some embodiments, a third 
sensor is located near the ?rst sensor 106 and a fourth sensor 
is located near the second sensor 108. In such an example, the 
fourth sensor may be mounted in a separate MWD pack 
located alongside the MWD pack on which the second sensor 
108 is mounted. 

In certain embodiments, the second position 120 can be 
spaced from the ?rst position 116 by a non-zero distance B 
along the axis 130. In certain embodiments, the distance B is 
about 40 feet. The distance B in certain other embodiments is 
about 70 feet. In certain embodiments, the second position 
120 and the ?rst position 116 are spaced apart from one 
another by a distance B in a range between about 40 feet to 
about 70 feet. Other values of B are also compatible with 
certain embodiments described herein. In certain embodi 
ments, the drill string 100 or the logging string includes a 
suf?cient number of sensors and adequate spacings between 
the ?rst acceleration sensor 106 and the second acceleration 
sensor 108 to perform the methods described herein. 

In certain embodiments, the rotary steerable tool 112 com 
prises a housing 126 containing at least one of the accelera 
tion sensors 106, 108. As schematically illustrated by FIG. 1, 
the housing 126 of certain embodiments contains the ?rst 
acceleration sensor 106 while the second acceleration sensor 
108 is attached on or within the elongate portion 110. The 
rotary steerable tool 112 of certain embodiments further com 
prises a drill bit 113 providing a drilling function. In certain 
embodiments, the downhole portion 102 further comprises 
portions such as collars or extensions 128, which contact an 
inner surface of the wellbore 104 to position the housing 126 
substantially collinearly with the wellbore 104. In certain 
embodiments, the drill bit 113 of the rotary steerable tool 112 
is adapted to change direction, thereby creating a curvature in 
the wellbore 104 (FIG. 2) as the rotary steerable tool 112 
advances. Examples of such rotary steerable tools 112 are 
described in UK Patent Application Publication No. 
GB2172324, entitled “Drilling Apparatus,” and UK Patent 
Application Publication No. GB2177738, entitled “Control 
of Drilling Courses in the Drilling of Bore Holes,” each of 
which is incorporated in its entirety by reference herein. 

In certain embodiments, the ?rst acceleration sensor 106 
and the second acceleration sensor 108 comprise accelerom 
eters currently used in conventional wellbore survey tools. 
For example, in certain embodiments, one or both of the ?rst 
and second acceleration sensors 106, 108 comprise one or 
more cross-axial accelerometers that can be used to provide 
measurements for the determination of the inclination, the 
high- side tool face angle, or both, of the downhole instrumen 
tation at intervals along the well path trajectory. In certain 
embodiments, one or both of the ?rst acceleration sensor 106 
and the second acceleration sensor 108 comprise multiple 
(e.g., 2 or 3) single-axis accelerometers, each of which is 
sensitive to accelerations along a single sensing direction. In 
certain such embodiments, one single-axis accelerometer of 
the multiple single-axis accelerometers is advantageously 
mounted so that its sensing direction is substantially parallel 
with the axis 130 of the downhole portion 102. In certain 
embodiments, one or both of the ?rst acceleration sensor 106 
and the second acceleration sensor 108 comprise an acceler 
ometer sensitive to accelerations in multiple directions (e. g., 
a multiple-axis accelerometer). For example, a three-axis 
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acceleration sensor can be used which is capable of measur 
ing accelerations along the axis 130 of the downhole portion 
102 and in two generally orthogonal directions in a plane 
(e.g., a cross-axial plane) that is generally perpendicular to 
the axis of the downhole portion 1 02. In certain embodiments, 
the x and y axes of the three-axis accelerometer sensor are 

de?ned to lie in the cross-axial plane while the Z axis of the 
three-axis accelerometer sensor is coincident with the axis of 
the wellbore 104 or the downhole portion 102. In certain such 
embodiments, the multiple-axis accelerometer is advanta 
geously mounted so that it is sensitive to accelerations along 
at least one direction parallel to the axis 130 of the downhole 
portion 102. 

In certain embodiments, the ?rst acceleration sensor 106 
and the second acceleration sensor 108 are substantially iden 
tical. Example accelerometers include, but are not limited to, 
quartz ?exure suspension accelerometers available from a 
variety of vendors. Other types of acceleration sensors are 
also compatible with certain embodiments described herein. 
In certain embodiments, more than two acceleration sensors 
may be included in the drill string 100. The ?rst acceleration 
sensor 106 is also referred to as the “lower acceleration sen 
sor” and the second acceleration sensor 108 is also referred to 
as the “upper acceleration sensor” herein. The terms “upper” 
and “lower” are used herein merely to distinguish the two 
acceleration sensors according to their relative positions 
along the wellbore 104, and are not to be interpreted as 
limiting. 

The drill string 100 in some embodiments includes a con 
troller 124 which can be con?gured to calculate the difference 
between the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 122. In the 
embodiment schematically illustrated by FIG. 1, the control 
ler 124 is at the surface and is coupled to the downhole portion 
102 by the elongate portion 110. In certain embodiments, the 
controller 124 comprises a microprocessor adapted to per 
form the method described herein for determining the sag 
misalignment of the tool. In certain embodiments, the con 
troller 124 is further adapted to determine the inclination and 
highside/toolface angle of the tool or the trajectory of the 
downhole portion 102 within the wellbore 104. In certain 
embodiments, the controller 124 further comprises a memory 
subsystem adapted to store at least a portion of the data 
obtained from the various sensors. The controller 124 can 
comprise hardware, software, or a combination of both hard 
ware and software. In certain embodiments, the controller 
124 comprises a standard personal computer. 

In certain embodiments, at least a portion of the controller 
124 is located within the downhole portion 102. In certain 
other embodiments, at least a portion of the controller 124 is 
located at the surface and is communicatively coupled to the 
downhole portion 102 within the wellbore 104. In certain 
embodiments in which the downhole portion 102 is part of a 
wellbore drilling system capable of measurement while drill 
ing (MWD) or logging while drilling (LWD), signals from the 
downhole portion 1 02 are transmitted by mud pulse telemetry 
or electromagnetic (EM) telemetry. In certain embodiments 
where at least a portion of the controller 124 is located at the 
surface, the controller 124 is coupled to the downhole portion 
102 within the wellbore 104 by a wire or cable extending 
along the elongate portion 110. In certain such embodiments, 
the elongate portion 110 may comprise signal conduits 
through which signals are transmitted from the various sen 
sors within the downhole portion 102 to the controller 124. In 
certain embodiments in which the controller 124 is adapted to 
generate control signals for the various components of the 
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8 
downhole portion 102, the elongate portion 110 is adapted to 
transmit the control signals from the controller 124 to the 
downhole portion 102. 

In certain embodiments, the controller 124 is adapted to 
perform a post-processing analysis of the data obtained from 
the various sensors of the downhole portion 102. In certain 
such post-processing embodiments, data is obtained and 
saved from the various sensors of the drill string 100 as the 
downhole portion 102 travels within the wellbore 104, and the 
saved data are later analyzed to determine information 
regarding the downhole portion 102. The saved data obtained 
from the various sensors advantageously may include time 
reference information (e.g., time tagging). 

In certain other embodiments, the controller 124 provides 
a real-time processing analysis of the signals or data obtained 
from the various sensors of the downhole portion 102. In 
certain such real-time processing embodiments, data 
obtained from the various sensors of the downhole portion 
102 are analyzed while the downhole portion 102 travels 
within the wellbore 104. In certain embodiments, at least a 
portion of the data obtained from the various sensors is saved 
in memory for analysis by the controller 124. The controller 
124 of certain such embodiments comprises suf?cient data 
processing and data storage capacity to perform the real-time 
analysis. 
One or more of the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 122 

may be zero degrees in certain embodiments. For example, as 
illustrated with respect to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the ?rst portion 
114 may be oriented at an angle of zero degrees with respect 
to the wellbore 104 at the ?rst position 106. In certain 
embodiments, at least one of the ?rst angle 121 and the 
second angle 122 is non-zero. For example, as schematically 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the second portion 118 may be 
oriented at a non-zero angle with respect to the wellbore 104 
at the second position 108. In various embodiments, one or 
both of the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 122 may 
change during operation of the drill string 100. In certain 
embodiments, the ?rst angle 121 may be much smaller than 
angle 122 or the second angle 122 may be much smaller than 
the ?rst angle 121. The difference between the ?rst angle 121 
and the second angle 122 may also be referred to as misalign 
ment or vertical misalignment. In certain embodiments, the 
difference between the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 
122 is less than about one degree. In certain embodiments, the 
difference between the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 
122 is less than about 0.6 degrees. Other values of the differ 
ence between the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 122 are 
compatible with certain embodiments described herein. In 
certain embodiments, the difference between the ?rst angle 
121 and the second angle 122 may be caused by gravity 
induced misalignment, commonly referred to as sag, of one 
part of the drill string 100 relative to another part of the drill 
string 100. In some embodiments, the misalignment is caused 
by forces internal to the wellbore 104 such as compression of 
the drill string 100 within the wellbore 104, or by physical 
mounting misalignment of one of or both of the ?rst and 
second sensors 106, 108 on the drill string 100. Other causes 
of the difference between the ?rst angle 121 and the second 
angle 122 are also compatible with certain embodiments 
described herein. 
The size of the gravity-induced misalignment, the sag, is 

generally proportional to the component of gravity perpen 
dicular to the well path in the vertical plane. In general, the 
inclination error (AI) attributable to sag is therefore assumed 
to be proportional to the sine of inclination (I). Thus, the 
inclination error of a segment of the drill string 100 can be 
expressed as: 

AIIS-sin I; (Eq. 4) 
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where S is the sag/inclination error that is present at the 
segment of the drill string 100 when the wellbore 104 is 
horizontal. 
Where there is a lower (?rst) sensor 106 and an upper 

(second) sensor 108 mounted on the downhole portion 102 of 
the drill string 100 such as described with respect to certain 
embodiments herein, and where the rotary steerable tool 112 
is assumed to be supported within the wellbore 104 so that the 
lower sensor 106 aligned with the wellbore 104 (e.g., the ?rst 
angle 121 is zero), the sag of the upper sensor 108 can be 
determined using the following equations: 

IUMIIU+S sin-1U; (Eq. 5) 

(Eq. 6) 

where IU and I L are the true inclinations of the upper sensor 
108 and the lower sensor 106 respectively. IUM and ILM are 
measurements of these quantities obtained using the x, y and 
Z (e.g., along wellbore 104) measurements GX, G1,, G2 pro 
vided by an orthogonal triad of accelerometers mounted at 
each sensor location. For example, the measured inclination 
can be calculated using the following equation: 

ILMIIL; 

, I G; + 65 (Eq- 7) 
[M = arctan 

For a tangent well section, where the upper and lower 
sensors 108, 106 are in alignment: 

I UII LII. (Eq. 8) 

Hence, 

AIMIIUM—IUMIS-sin I; (Eq. 9) 

and an estimate of the horizontal sag may be obtained using: 

(Eq. 10) 
5' 

In the more general situation in which sag is present at the 
locations of both the upper sensor 108 and the lower sensor 
106, the process outlined above can provide an estimate of the 
difference in sag between the ?rst and second portions 114, 
118 of the downhole portion 102. 

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates an example drill string 100 
having a ?rst acceleration sensor 106 and a second accelera 
tion sensor 108 that are misaligned and where the drill string 
is in a portion of the wellbore 104 having a curvature (e.g., a 
bend or dogleg). The curvature shown in FIG. 2 is such that 
the direction of the wellbore 104 changes by a non-zero angle 
6. Where the drill string 100 is in a portion of the wellbore 104 
having the curvature, the measured difference in inclination 
between the upper and lower sensors 108, 106 comprises an 
inclination difference indicative of the amount of curvature in 
addition to any inclination difference due to sag. In certain 
embodiments, information indicative of well curvature 
between the upper sensor 108 and the lower sensor 106 can be 
used to determine an improved calculation of the sag. In order 
to provide information relating to the amount of curvature or 
bend, the drill string 100 may in certain embodiments include 
a bend sensor adapted to generate a third signal indicative of 
an amount of bend between the wellbore 104 at the ?rst 
position 116 and the wellbore 104 at the second position 120. 
In certain embodiments, the controller 124 is further con?g 
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10 
ured to calculate the difference between the ?rst angle 121 
and the second angle 122 in response to the ?rst, second, and 
third signals. Various types of bend sensors are compatible 
with certain embodiments described herein. For example, the 
bend sensor may be similar to the bend sensors described in 
Us. patent application Ser. No. l 1/ 866,213, entitled “System 
and Method For Measuring Depth and Velocity of Instrumen 
tation Within a Wellbore Using a Bendable Tool,” which is 
incorporated in its entirety by reference herein. For example, 
the bend sensor of certain embodiments comprises an optical 
system comprising a light source and a light detector sepa 
rated from the light source by a non-zero distance along the 
wellbore 104. The light source can be con?gured to direct 
light towards the light detector such that light impinges upon 
a ?rst portion of the light detector when the downhole portion 
1 02 is in an unbent state and upon a second portion of the light 
detector when the downhole portion 102 is in a bent state. 

In certain embodiments, the controller 124 may be con?g 
ured to calculate the amount of bend between the wellbore 
104 at the ?rst position 116 and the wellbore 104 at the second 
position 120 in response to the ?rst and second signals using 
a predictive ?ltering technique. The predictive ?ltering tech 
nique, for example, may be a Kalman ?ltering technique, 
examples of which described herein. In various embodi 
ments, the ?ltering technique may be used instead of or in 
addition to using a bend sensor to calculate the amount of 
bend. 
A calculation of the sag which takes into account the bend, 

which may be measured by a bend sensor, can be made as 
follows. As described above: 

IUMIIU+S-sin IU; (Eq. 11) 

ILMIIL (Eq. 12) 

For a curved wellbore section, 

AIIIL—IUI6-L; (Eq. 13) 

where 6 is the dogleg curvature (bend) of the wellbore 
between the upper sensor 108 and the lower sensor 106 and 
where L is the separation between the upper sensor 108 and 
the lower sensor 106. Hence, 

AIMIIUM—IUMIS-sin I-6-L; (Eq. 14) 

and an estimate of the horizontal sag may now be obtained 
using: 

AIM+6-L 
S=i. 

sin] 

(Eq. 15) 

FIG. 3 is a ?owchart of an example method 300 of gener 
ating information indicative of misalignment between the 
?rst and second acceleration sensors 106, 108 mounted 
within the downhole portion 102 of a drill string 100 in 
accordance with certain embodiments described herein. 
While the method 300 is described herein by reference to the 
drill string 100 schematically illustrated by FIG. 1 and by 
FIG. 2, other drill strings are also compatible with certain 
embodiments described herein. 

In certain embodiments, the method 300 comprises pro 
viding a drill string 100 comprising a downhole portion 102 
adapted to move within a wellbore 104 in an operational 
block 302. The downhole portion 102 comprises a ?rst por 
tion 114 at a ?rst position 116 within the wellbore 104 and 
oriented at a ?rst angle 121 relative to the wellbore 104 at the 
?rst position 116. The downhole portion 102 also comprises 
a second portion 118 at a second position 120 within the 
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wellbore 104 and oriented at a second angle 122 relative to the 
wellbore 104 at the second position 120 wherein at least one 
of the ?rst and second angles 121, 122 is non-zero. The drill 
string 100 further comprises a ?rst acceleration sensor 106 
mounted within the ?rst portion 114. The ?rst acceleration 
sensor 106 is adapted to generate a ?rst signal indicative of an 
acceleration of the ?rst acceleration sensor 106. The drill 
string 100 further comprises a second acceleration sensor 108 
mounted within the second portion 118, the second accelera 
tion sensor 108 adapted to generate a second signal indicative 
of an acceleration of the second acceleration sensor 108. 

In certain embodiments, the method 300 further comprises 
generating the ?rst signal and the second signal while the 
downhole portion 102 of the drill string 100 is within the 
wellbore 104 in an operational block 304. In certain embodi 
ments, the ?rst and second signals are generated while the 
downhole portion 102 is moving within the wellbore 104. 

In certain embodiments, the method 300 further comprises 
calculating the difference between the ?rst angle 121 and the 
second angle 122 in an operational block 306. In certain 
embodiments, the method 300 comprises storing the differ 
ence between the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 122 in 
an operational block 308. In certain embodiments, the 
method 300 further comprises displaying the difference 
between the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 122 in an 
operational block 310. For example, the ?rst and second 
angles 121, 122 may be displayed on a monitor of a personal 
computer outside the wellbore 104 at the surface in certain 
embodiments. In certain embodiments, the method 300 fur 
ther comprises modifying a direction of drilling of the drill 
string 100 with respect to the wellbore 104 based on the 
difference between the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 
122 in an operational block 312. In certain embodiments, the 
direction can be changed automatically (e. g., by the controller 
in response to the calculated difference between the ?rst angle 
121 and the second angle 122. In certain other embodiments, 
the direction is changed by a user responding to the displayed 
difference. 

FIG. 4 is a ?owchart of an example method 400 of deter 
mining the misalignment between ?rst and second accelera 
tion sensors 106, 108 mounted within a drill string 100 in 
accordance with certain embodiments described herein. 
While the method 400 is described herein by reference to the 
drill string 100 schematically illustrated by FIGS. 1-2, other 
drill strings are also compatible with certain embodiments 
described herein. 

In certain embodiments, the method 400 comprises receiv 
ing one or more acceleration measurements from a ?rst accel 
eration sensor 106 in a ?rst portion 114 of the drill string 100 
at a ?rst position 116 within a wellbore 104 in an operational 
block 402. The ?rst portion 114 is oriented at a ?rst angle 121 
relative the wellbore 104 at the ?rst position 116. In certain 
embodiments, the method 400 further comprises receiving 
one or more acceleration measurements from a second accel 

eration sensor 108 in a second portion 118 of the drill string 
100 at a second position 120 within the wellbore 104 in an 
operational block 404. The second portion 118 is oriented at 
a second angle 122 relative to the wellbore 104 at the second 
position 120, wherein at least one of the ?rst and second 
angles 121, 122 is non-zero. 

In certain embodiments, the method 400 further comprises 
calculating the difference between the ?rst angle 121 and the 
second angle 122 in response to the one or more acceleration 
measurements from the ?rst acceleration sensor 106 and the 
one or more measurements from the second acceleration sen 

sor 108 in the operational block 406. In certain embodiments, 
the method 400 further comprises storing the difference 
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12 
between the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 122. The 
method 400 of certain embodiments further comprises dis 
playing the difference between the ?rst angle 121 and the 
second angle 122. For example, the ?rst and second angles 
121, 122 may be displayed on a monitor of a personal com 
puter outside the wellbore 104 at the surface in certain 
embodiments. In certain embodiments, the method 400 fur 
ther comprises modifying a direction of drilling of the drill 
string 100 with respect to the wellbore 104 based on the 
difference between the ?rst angle 121 and the second angle 
122. 
An example calculation method for determining the mis 

alignment between ?rst and second acceleration sensors 106, 
108 mounted within a downhole portion 102 of a drill string 
100 utilizing a ?rst acceleration sensor 106 and a second 
acceleration sensor 108 is described herein. While the 
example method described below utilizes a minimum number 
of variables, other embodiments are not limited to only these 
variables. 

In the example method described below, the periodicity of 
the measurements from the two accelerometer sensors de?ne 
time periods or “epochs” whereby one set of accelerometer 
measurements are taken at every epoch k. In certain embodi 
ments, the upper and lower sensors 106, 108 may be located 
in sensor packages which may be mounted on the downhole 
portion 102 of the wellbore 104. Other embodiments distin 
guish the two acceleration sensors from one another using 
other terms. 

1. Example Method Utilizing Multiple Measurements to 
Correct For Misalignment Due to Sag 

In the example method described below, measurements of 
well path inclination at the locations of the upper and lower 
accelerometer sensors 108, 106 in a drill string 100 are com 
pared with estimates of those quantities derived from a math 
ematical model of the system. In certain embodiments, these 
quantities are combined in a recursive ?ltering process which 
minimizes the variance of errors in the system error model 
and provide improved estimates of various system character 
istics including inclination, dogleg curvature (bend) of the 
wellbore 104, and sag of the upper and lower sensors 108, 
106. 
System Model 
The example embodiment utilizes a state vector. The state 

vector xk at time tk, for epoch k, may be expressed as follows: 

kuFkakSLSU] T; 

where, 
Ik?he inclination mid-way between the two sensors 106, 

108; 
6k?he average dogleg curvature between the two sensors 

106, 108; 
S LIhorizontal sag for the lower sensor 106; and 
SUIhorizontal sag for the upper sensor 108. 

In certain embodiments, I k and ok are time dependent states 
while S L and S U are independent of time. Inclination predic 
tions from one epoch to the next may be expressed by the 
equation: 

(Eq. 16) 

IkIIiil'l'ADk'akil; (Eq. 17) 

where ADk is the along-hole depth difference between epochs 
k—l and k. The dogleg curvature is assumed to be nominally 
constant, which is true in certain embodiments described 
herein. The state covariance matrix at epoch k may be 
expressed as follows: 
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where 021., k is the variance of parameter i in state vector xk, and 
oijk is the covariance between parameters i and j in state 
vector xk. 

Initial values are assigned to the inclination and dogleg 
states in accordance with the initial inclination measurements 
taken at the upper sensor 108 and lower sensor 106 locations, 
I U0 and I LO respectively. Hence, the initial state at epoch 0 can 
be express as follows: 

xk:[(ILO+IUO)/2 (ILO_IUO)/L 0 OlT; (E41 19) 

where L is the ?xed distance between the two sensors 106, 
108. 
The covariance matrix PO for the initial state at epoch 0 can 

be expressed as follows: 

(Eq. 20) 

where 01 is the uncertainty in the initial inclination mid-way 
between the two accelerometer packages, and (ISL and USU are 
the uncertainties in the initial estimates of sag at the sensor 
locations. 

The state vector xk_ 1 at epoch k—l can be used to predict the 
state vector xk at epoch k using the following equation: 

kuqu'xkil; (E41 21) 

where 

1 ADk 0 0 (Eq. 22) 

O l O O 
<1>k = 

O O l O 

O O O l 

The covariance matrix Q for the predicted state vector may 
be expressed by the following diagonal matrix: 

(p,/02)2 0 0 0 (Eq- 23) 

Q: 0 (Pa/W2 0 0 ; 
0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

where pl is the maximum change in inclination over the 
measurement update interval and pf, is the maximum change 
in apparent dogleg over the same time period. The elements of 
the matrix associated with the sag may be set to zero owing to 
the fact that the horizontal sag for a given tool string will be 
constant. The parameter 0t is a multiplication factor between 
the standard deviation of a state vector element (0) and the 
maximum change of the state vector element, such that the 
maximum change in the state vector element can be expressed 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

14 
as p:0t~o. In certain embodiments, this factor can vary from 
approximately 2 to approximately 5. In other embodiments, 
this factor can vary within another range compatible with 
certain embodiments described herein. 
Measurement Equations 

Measurements of well path inclination at the upper and 
lower sensor locations 116, 120 in the drill string 100 may be 
extracted at regular intervals of time from the respective 
accelerometer measurements from the upper sensor 108 and 
the lower sensor 106, as described above. The inclination 
measurements obtained at epoch k may be expressed as: 

[ ILk ] (Eq. 24) 
Zk = ; 

IUk 

where 

I LkIan inclination measurement derived from the 
lower acceleration sensor 106 at epoch k; and (Eq. 25) 

I UkIan inclination measurement derived from the 
upper acceleration sensor 108 package at epoch 
k; (Eq. 26) 

Estimates of the inclination at the locations of the upper 
and lower acceleration sensor 108, 106 at the upper and lower 
sensor locations 120, 116 may be expressed in terms of the 
states of the model as follows: 

The differences between the inclination measurements and 
the estimates of these quantities, denoted AZk, can form the 
inputs to a Kalman ?lter, where: 

The measurement differences may be expressed in terms of 
the system error states, Axk:[AIk Aok ASL ASU]T, via the 
following linear matrix equation: 

AzkIHk-Aka/k; (Eq. 29) 

where Hk is a 2x4 matrix in which the elements correspond to 
the partial derivatives of the theoretical measurement equa 
tions: 
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and where vk represents the noise in the inclination measure 
ments. The covariance of the measurement noise process at 
epoch k can be expressed by the following diagonal matrix: 

0'?” 0 (Eq. 38) 
1 

where oIUk and olLk are the uncertainties in the upper and 
lower inclination measurements, respectively. 
Filter Prediction Step 

The covariance matrix corresponding to the uncertainty in 
the predicted state vector may be expressed as follows: 

where Pk/k_l is the covariance matrix at epoch k predicted at 
epoch k—l , or the covariance matrix prior to the update which 
can be determined using the inclination measurements at 
epoch k. Since the system states may be corrected following 
each measurement update, a good estimate of the state error 
following each measurement update can be zero. The pre 
dicted error state can also be zero in certain embodiments. 
Filter Measurement Update 

The covariance matrix and the state vector can, in certain 
embodiments, be updated following a measurement at epoch 
k using the following equations: 

(Eq. 39) 

where Pk/k is the covariance matrix following the measure 
ment update at epoch k, xk/k_ l is the predicted state vector and 
xk/k is the state vector following the measurement update. 

The gain matrix Gk can be expressed as: 

B. The Use of Multiple Magnetic Field Measurements to 
Determine Magnetic Interference 
A drilling system 200 of certain embodiments comprises 

magnetic components, such as ferromagnetic materials. The 
magnetic components can be magnetized by one or more 
magnetic ?elds, such as, for example, the magnetic ?eld of 
the Earth. In certain cases, some residual magnetization will 
remain even after attempts to de-magnetize these components 
of the drilling system 200. FIG. 5 schematically illustrates an 
example drilling system 200 including a downhole portion 
202 comprising one or more magnetic regions 210 and one or 
more non-magnetic regions 212. The downhole portion 202 
moves along a ?rst wellbore 204. The drilling system 200 of 
certain embodiments further comprises at least two magnetic 
sensors 206, 208 within at least one non-magnetic region 212 
of the downhole portion 202. The at least two magnetic sen 
sors 206, 208 comprise a ?rst magnetic sensor 206 and a 
second magnetic sensor 208 spaced apart from one another by 
a non-zero distance L. In certain embodiments, the ?rst mag 
netic sensor 206 is adapted to generate a ?rst signal in 
response to magnetic ?elds of the Earth and of the one or more 
magnetic regions 210 of the tool string. The second magnetic 
sensor 208 is adapted to generate a second signal in response 
to magnetic ?elds of the Earth and of the one or more mag 
netic regions 210 of the tool string. 

The downhole portion 202 of certain embodiments com 
prises a drill string. The downhole portion 202 may include a 
measurement-while-drilling string, for example. In certain 
embodiments, the drilling system 200 can include a MWD 
instrumentation pack. In certain embodiments, one or more of 

(Eq. 42) 
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16 
the ?rst and second magnetic sensors 206, 208 is located 
within or mounted on the MWD instrumentation pack which 
may be mounted on an elongate portion 217 of the drill string. 
In certain embodiments, one or more of the ?rst and second 
magnetic sensors 206, 208 is mounted on a rotary steerable 
tool 218. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, the ?rst 
magnetic sensor 206 is mounted on rotary steerable tool 218 
and the second magnetic sensor 208 is mounted on the elon 
gate portion 217 of the drill string. In certain other embodi 
ments, the ?rst and second magnetic sensors 206, 208 may be 
mounted on the downhole portion 202 in various con?gura 
tions compatible with embodiments described herein. For 
example, in some embodiments, both of the ?rst and second 
magnetic sensors 206, 208 are mounted on the elongate por 
tion 217 (e.g., in two MWD instrumentation packs spaced 
from one another or alongside one another). In other embodi 
ments, both of the ?rst and second magnetic sensors 206, 208 
are mounted on the rotary steerable tool 218. In certain 
embodiments, the drilling system 200 includes a suf?cient 
number of sensors and adequate spacings between the ?rst 
magnetic sensor 206 and the second magnetic sensor 208 to 
perform the methods described herein. 

In certain embodiments, the rotary steerable tool 218 com 
prises a housing 220 containing at least one of the magnetic 
sensors 206, 208. As schematically illustrated by FIG. 5, the 
housing 220 of certain embodiments contains the ?rst mag 
netic sensor 206 while the second magnetic sensor 208 is 
attached on or within the elongate portion 217. The rotary 
steerable tool 218 of certain embodiments further comprises 
a drill bit 207. In certain embodiments, the downhole portion 
202 is substantially collinear with the wellbore 204. 

In certain embodiments, the ?rst and second magnetic 
sensors 206, 208 may comprise an orthogonal triad of mag 
netometers which detect the magnetic ?eld in the x, y, and Z 
directions. In certain embodiments, the axial interference can 
be detected by the Z-magnetometer while the cross-axial 
interference can be detected by the x and y magnetometers. 
The magnetometers may be of various types including ?ux 
gate sensors, solid state devices, or some other type of mag 
netometer. In certain embodiments, the ?rst and second mag 
netic sensors 206, 208 are spaced apart from one another by a 
distance L. In some embodiments, the distance L is about 40 
feet. The distance L in certain other embodiments is about 70 
feet. In certain embodiments, the second magnetic sensor 208 
and the ?rst magnetic sensor 206 are spaced apart from one 
another by a distance L in a range between about 40 feet to 
about 70 feet. In other embodiments the distance L is another 
value compatible with certain embodiments described. In 
certain embodiments, more than two magnetic sensors may 
be included in the drill string 100. The ?rst magnetic sensor 
206 is also referred to as the “lower magnetic sensor” and the 
second magnetic sensor 208 is also referred to as the “upper 
magnetic sensor” herein. The terms “upper” and “lower” are 
used herein merely to distinguish the two magnetic sensors 
206, 208 according to their relative positions along the well 
bore 204, and are not to be interpreted as limiting. 
The drilling system 200 of certain embodiments further 

comprises a controller 214 con?gured to receive the ?rst 
signal and the second signal and to calculate the magnetic 
?eld of the one or more magnetic regions 210. In the embodi 
ment schematically illustrated by FIG. 5, the controller 214 is 
at the surface and is coupled to the downhole portion 202 by 
the elongate portion 217. In certain embodiments, the con 
troller 214 comprises a microprocessor adapted to determine 
an estimate of magnetic interference from the drill string and 
corrected magnetic interference measurements which can be 
used to determine tool aZimuth with respect to magnetic 
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north. In certain embodiments, the controller 214 further 
comprises a memory subsystem adapted to store at least a 
portion of the data obtained from the various sensors. The 
controller 214 can comprise hardware, software, or a combi 
nation of both hardware and software. In certain embodi 
ments, the controller 214 comprises a standard personal com 
puter. 

In certain embodiments, at least a portion of the controller 
214 is located within the downhole portion 202. In certain 
other embodiments, at least a portion of the controller 214 is 
located outside the wellbore 104 at the surface and is com 
municatively coupled to the downhole portion 202 within the 
wellbore 204. In certain embodiments in which the downhole 
portion 202 is part of a wellbore drilling system capable of 
measurement while drilling (MWD) or logging while drilling 
(LWD), signals from the downhole portion 202 are transmit 
ted by mud pulse telemetry or electromagnetic (EM) telem 
etry. In embodiments where at least a portion of the controller 
214 is located outside the wellbore 104 at the surface, the 
controller 214 is communicatively coupled to the downhole 
portion 202 within the wellbore 204 by a wire or cable of the 
elongate portion 217. In certain such embodiments, the elon 
gate portion 217 comprises signal conduits through which 
signals are transmitted from the various sensors within the 
downhole portion 202 to the controller 214. In certain 
embodiments in which the controller 214 is adapted to gen 
erate control signals for the various components of the down 
hole portion 202, the elongate portion 217 is adapted to trans 
mit the control signals from the controller 214 to the 
downhole portion 202. 

In certain embodiments, the controller 214 is adapted to 
perform a post-processing analysis of the data obtained from 
the various sensors of the downhole portion 202. In certain 
such post-processing embodiments, data is obtained and 
saved from the various sensors of the drilling system 200 as 
the downhole portion 202 travels within the wellbore 204, and 
the saved data are later analyzed to determine information 
regarding the downhole portion 202. The saved data obtained 
from the various sensors advantageously may include time 
reference information (e.g., time tagging). 

In certain other embodiments, the controller 214 provides 
a real-time processing analysis of the signals or data obtained 
from the various sensors of the downhole portion 202. In 
certain such real-time processing embodiments, data 
obtained from the various sensors of the downhole portion 
202 are analyzed while the downhole portion 202 travels 
within the wellbore 204. In certain embodiments, at least a 
portion of the data obtained from the various sensors is saved 
in memory for analysis by the controller 214. The controller 
214 of certain such embodiments comprises su?icient data 
processing and data storage capacity to perform the real-time 
analysis. 

In certain embodiments, the controller 214 is con?gured to 
calculate an axial interference and hence to calculate an 
improved estimate of an azimuthal orientation of the down 
hole portion 202 with respect to the magnetic ?eld of the 
Earth. In addition, and as described herein with respect to 
FIG. 6, the controller 214 of certain embodiments is further 
con?gured to calculate an estimate of a relative location of a 
second wellbore 230 spaced from the ?rst wellbore 204. 

In certain embodiments, the one or more non-magnetic 
regions 212 are not completely non-magnetic. For example, 
in some embodiments, the non-magnetic regions 212 are less 
magnetic relative to the magnetic regions 210 but may have 
some magnetic ?eld associated with them. The non-magnetic 
regions 212 of certain embodiments comprise non-magnetic 
drill collars (“NMDCs”). 
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18 
In certain embodiments, the downhole portion 202 of the 

drill string includes one or more collars 215 and the magnetic 
regions 210 of the downhole portion 202 comprise two gen 
erally equal magnetic poles with opposite signs located near 
the ends 216 of the collars 215. The magnetic regions 210 of 
certain embodiments generally comprise axial components 
which are due to the magnetic poles and are substantially 
aligned with the wellbore 204 in the direction of drilling. 
Because the poles of certain embodiments may not be pre 
cisely aligned with respect to the drill string axis, cross-axial 
components may also be present. However, because the mis 
alignment of the poles may generally be relatively small in 
comparison to the axial distance between the poles and the 
?rst and second magnetic sensors 206, 208, the cross-axial 
components are generally small in comparison to the axial 
components. The axial and/ or cross-axial components of cer 
tain embodiments can interfere with measurements of the 
azimuthal orientation of the downhole portion with respect to 
the magnetic ?eld of the Earth. 

In general, the magnetic regions (e. g., drill pipes or collars) 
nearest the magnetic sensors 206, 208 can exhibit a signi? 
cant effect on the magnetic measurements. The axial ?eld 
strength at the magnetic sensors (dBa) caused by the closest 
magnetic collar 215 can be given by: 

where PD is the magnetic pole strength of the drill pipe, LP is 
distance between complementary poles (usually the length of 
a single drill pipe or collar) and LNis the length of the NMDC 
between the magnetic sensors and the nearest magnetic pole. 

An axial ?eld strength at the magnetic sensors resulting 
from the effects of the magnetic drill pipes and collars 215 
further up the drill string can be given by the following 
approximate equation: 

E.44 dBa (q ) 

The magnetic ?eld sensed by a magnetic sensor can be the 
combined effect of the Earth’s magnetic ?eld and the axial 
drill string magnetization (dB). The combined ?eld gener 
ally may only differ from the Earth’ s ?eld in the axial (z-axis) 
direction, and can therefore have the same effect as a z-mag 
netometer bias. The azimuth error can therefore given by: 

sin] - sinA 

B - cosO 

where B is the Earth’s magnetic ?eld strength, 6 is the mag 
netic angle of dip and A is the magnetic azimuth angle. 

In a straight section of a wellbore, a measured magnetic 
azimuth at the upper and lower measurement locations (A UM 
and ALM) (i.e., the locations of the upper and lower magnetic 
sensors 208, 206) may be expressed in terms of the true 
azimuth (A) and the axial magnetic interference at the two 
locations (dBaU, and dB aL), as follows: 
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A sinI-sinA _ (Eq. 46) 
UM — — Reese ' all. 

A _ sinI-sinA _ (Eq. 47) 

[M _ B-cosO ab 

where 

P E . 48 
dBaU : —02, ( q ) 

47r-LN 

P E . 49 
dBaL : in, ( q ) 

47r-(L+LN)2 

L is the distance between the two magnetic sensors, and LNis 
the length of the non-magnetic section above the upper mag 
netometer sensor 208. Calculating the difference between the 
two azimuth measurements yields: 

sinI-sinA (Eq. 50) 
AAM = AUM —ALM = - -AdB; 

B-cosO 

where 

P l l E . 51 

AdB=dBaU—dBa =_D-[_2-—2]. (‘1 ) 47r LN (L+LN) 

Hence, the disturbance pole strength may be determined 
using: 

B-cosO-47r-AAM E.52 PD: (q ) 

Given knowledge of the axial interference through the 
example equations outlined above, it is possible to compen 
sate for the interference using embodiments of the disclosure 
provided herein. 

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates a con?guration in which 
the downhole portion 202 of the drilling system 200 is mov 
ing along a ?rst wellbore 204 and is positioned relative to a 
second wellbore 230 spaced from the ?rst wellbore 204. In 
certain embodiments, the controller 214 is further con?gured 
to calculate an estimate of a relative location of the second 
wellbore 230 spaced from the ?rst wellbore 204. Estimating 
the location of a second wellbore 230 may be useful to help 
avoid collisions between, for example, a new wellbore 230 
under construction and an existing wellbore 204. The ?rst 
wellbore 204 may also be described as a new wellbore 104 
and the second wellbore 230 may be also described as an 
existing wellbore 104 throughout the disclosure. The terms 
new wellbore 104 and existing wellbore 104 are not intended 
to be limiting. 

In addition, detecting the location of the second wellbore 
230 may also be bene?cial when it is desirable to intercept a 
second wellbore 230 such as, for example, to drill a relief to 
intercept the second wellbore 230. In general, as the down 
hole portion 202 approaches a second wellbore 230, the pres 
ence of the second wellbore 230 can be detected using mea 
surements from the ?rst and second magnetic sensors 206, 
208 of the drilling system. For example, the ?rst and second 
sensors 206, 208 may be used to detect the azimuthal orien 
tation of the drilling system 200 with respect to the magnetic 
?eld of the Earth. The estimated azimuthal orientation may 
then be used to steer the drilling system 200. In accordance 
with certain embodiments described herein, the magnetic 
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?eld resulting from the magnetized material in the second 
wellbore 230 (e.g., in the casing string of an existing well 
bore) may be detected by the ?rst and second sensors 206, 208 
and extracted from measurements indicating the magnetic 
?eld of the Earth. These extracted values may then be used to 
determine the location of the second wellbore 230 in certain 
embodiments. 

Referring to FIG. 6, the angular separation between the two 
well paths can be denoted by 11) . An axial ?eld strength uncer 
tainty at the lower magnetic 206 can be caused by magnetized 
material in the second wellbore 230 (e.g., in the casing string) 
and can be given by the following approximate equation: 

(Eq. 53) 
ch7 

The cross-axial interference sensed at the lower magnetic 
sensor 206 can be given by: 

where PC represents the casing magnetic pole strength, LC 
represents the average length of the casing sections, and x 
represents the separation between the casing string and the 
lower magnetic sensor 206 in the new wellbore 204. 
The upper magnetic sensor 208 in the new wellbore 204 

may also be subject to interference from the magnetic por 
tions 210 of the casing in the second wellbore 230. In certain 
embodiments, the magnetic interference will be lower for the 
situation shown in FIG. 6 where the new wellbore 230 is 
approaching the existing wellbore 204 because the upper 
magnetic sensor is further from the source of magnetic inter 
ference (e.g., the casing of the existing wellbore). The axial 
?eld strength uncertainty at the upper magnetic sensor 208 
caused by casing interference can be given by the following 
approximate equation: 

(Eq. 55) 

while the cross-axial interference at this location can be given 
by: 

E.56 dBucz (q ) 

where L is the separation of the two magnetic instruments 
along the tool string. Based on these two sets of magnetic 
readings, four equations having three unknowns (P, x and 11)) 
may be generated. Therefore, it is possible in certain embodi 
ments to determine the unknown parameters by solving the 
equations. For example, in one embodiment, a least squares 
adjustment procedure may be used to compute these values. 














