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T0 LLZZ whom, if may concern,. 
Be it known that I, JOHN O. ELLrsoN, of 

Haverhill, county of Essex, State of Massa 
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Bag-Holders, of which the following descrip 
tion, in connection with' the accompanying 
drawings, is a specification, like characters on 
the drawings representing like parts. 

This invention relates to that class of de 
vices which are employed in supporting bags 
and holding them open, so that they may be 
fillîd conveniently with grain or other mate 
ria . 

My invention has for its object to provide 
a simple form of bag-holder which is adapted 
to be adjusted to hold securely and conven 
iently bags of different sizes and which may 
be readily moved so that the bag-engaging 
devices will open the mouth of the bag to its 
full size. I accomplish these objects by the 
means shown in the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Figure l is a plan view of my device. Fig. 
2 is a side elevation, and Fig.l 3 is a front ele 
vation, thereof. 
As shown in the drawings, a suitable plat 

form a is provided, upon which a vertical 
standard b is mounted. A supporting-collar 
c is slidably mounted on the standard I) and 
is adapted to be held thereon at different ele 
vations by means of a set-screw c’. The col 
lar c is provided with two oppositely-extend 
ing arms c2 c3, and two parallel rods d and e 
are mounted in said arms and securely 
clamped therein by any suitable means, said 
rods extending in opposite directions from 
the supporting-arms c‘Z c3.' 
Two bag-engaging arms f and g are pro 

vided, said arms being semicircularly curved 
and each being provided with a horizontally 
projecting serrated flange f’ and g', as is 
common in such devices. The arm f is se 
cured to the front end of a supporting-car 
riage 7i, through which rods d and e pass at 
right angles. Said carriage is adapted> to be 
moved to different positions on said rods, 
anda set-screw h’ is provided in said car 
riage for locking the same thereon. The arm 
f is also secured to the front end of a support 
ing-carriage i, which is slidably mounted 
upon the rods CZ and e at the opposite side of 
the standard b from the carriage h, and a 
spring j is connected at one end to a bracket 
as on rod e and at the other end to a lug i’ on 
carriage i, said spring acting to draw the lat 
ter toward the standard b. A cord or cable 

Íc is secured to the carriage ’i and passes over 
a sheave m, which may be conveniently sup 
ported on rod d, as shown, and extends down 
wardly and is connected to a foot-lever n, 
which is pivoted at n’ to the platform. A ver 
tical rack o is secured to the platform a, and a 
tooth p is secured to the lever n, so that when _ 
said lever is pressed downwardly it may be 
held by the rack in different positions. 

he manner of using my device is as follows: 
The' normally locked arm f and its support 
ing-carriage h are adjusted on the rods d and 
e in a suitable position relative to the stand 
ard b. The bag is then drawn over the ser 
rated flanges ofthe arms f and g, so that they 
engage the inner surface of the bag near its 
mouth. The lever n is then depressed, draw- ' 
ing the movable arm g and its carriage i 
away from the other arm against the action 
of the spring g. The foot-lever is depressed 
until the bag is stretched as tightly over the 
arms and is engaged thereby with sufficient 
force to hold the same without tearing it. If 
the arms do not engage the bag with suffi 
cient force when the lever is pressed down 
ward to its greatest extent, the carriage h may 
be adjusted away from the standard t or the 
other arm a suitable distance. It will be ap 
parent that arm f may be adjusted close to 
the standard Í), so that a bag of small size 
may be supported thereon or may be locked 
at a considerable distance therefrom, so that 
a bag of large size may also be supported. 
The sliding movement of the movable arm 

toward and from the normally stationary 
arm and the sliding adjustment of the latter 

j in the same direction are important features 
of my invention for the following reasons: 
The bag is always stretched equally at oppo 
site sides and does not tend to slide. on the 
serrated arms as they are separated, while if 
the arms were pivoted the tendency would 
be to stretch the bag tightly in front, while 
stretching it but little in the rear or adjacent 
the pivots, thereby tending to cause the bag 
to slide over the serrations to equalize the 
tension, with the result that the bag would 
often be torn. Moreover, if the size of the 
bag does not correspond to the shape and po 
sition of the pivoted arms movement of the 
latter beyond a certain point to stretch and 
open the mouth of the bag will tend to cause 
the front side of the bag to be drawn toward 
the rear side, while with my arrangement the 
two sides of the bag are always held a dis 
tance apart corresponding to the diametrical 

65 

70 

90 

IOO 

105 

IIO 



IO 

2 

length of the arms. By providing an ad 
justable arm in combination with a lever for 
moving the other arm bags of any size with 
in the limits which the device is designed for 
may be held with any force desired. , 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let~ 
ters Patent, is 

1. A bag-holder comprising a support, 
horizontal guide-bars borne by said support, 
a pair of bag-engaging arms slidably mount 
ed on said bars, said bars engaging said arms 
at different points to hold them rigidly in a 
horizontal position, means for locking one of 
said arms in different positions on said bars, ' 
and means for moving the other arm away 
from the locked arm, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. A bag-holder comprising a support, a 
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pair of parallel rods secured to and project 
ing from each side thereof, a pair of oppo 
sitely-disposed bag-engaging arms extending 
transversely of said rods and each having a 
supporting-carriage slidably mounted there~ 
on, one of said carriages being normally sta 
tionary and having means for locking it in 
different positions thereon, and lever mech 
anism for moving the other carriage away 
from said stationary carriage, substantially 
as described. - 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JOHN O. ELLISON. 

Witnesses : 
L. H, HARRIMAN, 
Il. B. DAvIs. 
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