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To aZZ whom it may concern: 
. Be it known that I, HENRY OoPLEY Boron, 
a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Hanford, in the county of Kings and State 
of California, have invented a new and Im 
proved Attachment for Footwear, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
scription. 

This invention relates to footwear; and it 
consists, substantially, in the improvements 
hereinafter more particularly described, and 
pointed out in the claims. 
The invention has referencemore espe 

cially to attachments for footwear, and is ap 
plicable alike to all forms thereof, such'as 
shoes, boots, gaiters, leggings, and the like, 
or such as are ordinarily denominated in the 
trade as “full-top” or “high-top” contra 
distinction to the “low-quarter” type, and 
such also as are formed with an opening 
therein either at the front or side, along or 
adjacent to the edges of which are disposed 
suitable eyelets or hooks for receiving and 
engaging the usual lacing-cord for the article. 
One of the principal objects of the inven 

tion is to provide means for enabling a shoe, 
boot, or the like of the character referred to 
to be worn without liability of binding, 
cramping, or pinching at the curve or bend 
of the ankle-joint of the wearer of the article 
and at the same time retaining all the ad 
vantages of neatness and closeness of ?t of 
the article upon the foot derivable from the 
hooks and lacing-cord therefor. 
A further object is to provide means for 

this purpose which are simple in their em 
bodiment and comparatively inexpensive to 
manufacture, besides being capable of ready 
application, thoroughly effective and reliable 
in use, and also capable of long and con 
tinued service. 
The above and additional objects are at 

tained by means substantially such as are 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
forming a part of this speci?cation, in which 
similar characters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the views, and in 
which—— 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of an or 
dinary shoe having my improvements em 
bodied in connection therewith. Fig. 2 is an 
enlarged sectional view in detail of an at 
tachment constructed in accordance with 
my improvements. Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are per 
spective views of the di?erent attaching and 

and Fig.'6 is a plan view of the plate shown 
in Fig. 5. 

Before proceeding with a more detailed 
description it may be stated that my im-' 
provements are adapted for use upon the 
speci?ed kind of footwear already manufac 
tured, and in the form of my improvements 
herein shown I employ an attachment of spe— 
cial construction (either single or plural in 
character, according to the range of action 
thereof desired) which is applied to opposite 
hooks at the sides of the opening in the ar 
ticle and which in no manner interferes with 
the placing of the article upon the foot or 
with its removal from the foot. Special 
means are employed for effecting adjust 
ments ‘of the attachment in' conformity with 
the ease or'degree of comfort desired, and’ 
while I have herein represented my improve 
ments in a certain preferred embodiment it 
will be understood, of course, that I am not 
limited thereto in precise detail, since imma 
terial changes therein may be made coming 
within the scope of my invention. 
My improvements comprise, preferably, a 

plurality of devices, and inasmuch as they 
are all alike in construction and operation a 
speci?c description of but one of them will 
now be given. ' 

Reference being had to the drawings by 
the designating characters thereon, 1 repre 
sents ‘an ordinary shoe of the character re 
ferred to, the same being provided in the 
present instance with an opening 2 at the 
front, provided along or adjacent to the edges 
thereof with suitably-disposed eyelets or 
hooks 3 for receiving and engaging an ordinary 
lacing-cord 4, said cord, as herein shown, be 
ing tied into the usual bow-knot 5 at that 
part of the shoe which corresponds with the 
bend or curve of the ankle-joint of the wearer 
of the shoe, or about the lower point of inter 
section of such bend or curve with the foot of 
the wearer. Applied to the front of the shoe 
and extending across the said opening 2 
thereof, at suitable intervals intervening be 
tween the boW-knot 5 and the upper edge of 
the shoe, are a plurality of attachments 7 
constituting my improvements. Each of 
the attachments 7 embodies a plate 8, (see 
Fig. 3,) having therein a slot 9, in one edge of 
which is formed a notch 10, said plate being 
applied to one of the hooks 11 on one side of 
the opening 2 of the shoe in such manner 
that the shank of the hook will be received 

adjusting plates employed with the device, in the said notch 10, with the bill of the hook 
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extending over the outer surface of the plate 
beyond the notch. In this way .a convenient 
and permanent attachment of the device to 
the shoe may be had by ?rst applying the 
said plate and then ?attening the bill of the 
hook thereupon. Extending through the 
slot 9 from the under side of the plate is one 
portion 12 of an elastic member 13, the cor~v 
responding portion 14 of which is extended 
through a slot 15 in a plate 16, having therein 
an open-ended slot 17 for attachment of this 
plate to an op ositely-disposed hook 19 on 
the shoe, said s ot having in the edge thereof 
a notch 20, in which is received the shank of 
this‘hook. Preferably the said plate 16 is also 
formed with a ?nger-piece 21, which may be 
taken hold of for the purpose of conveniently 
attaching the plate to the hook or discon 
necting the same therefrom in the use of my 
improved attachment on the shoe. 

In Figs. 2 and 4 is shown an adjusting de 
vice for the elastic member 13, embodying a 
plate 22, having triplicate slots 23 therein 
separated from each other by ribs 211, it be 
ing observed in Fig. 2 that the ends of the 
elastic member 13 are inserted through the 
middle of this plate from the under side of 
the latter, thence extended reversely over 
the adjacent ribs 24 and through the outer 
most slots 23 and under the. parallel edge por 
tions 25 of the late. In this way, by simply 
taking hold of the said ends and drawing 
upon them, it is apparent that the member 
may be adjusted as to length and also to 
give a greater or less tension or degree of elas 
ticity, as may be required, under the varying 
circumstances of use of the device. 
My improved attachment, as hereinbefore 

set forth, may be said to comprise practically 
a free-ended loop in the bights of which are 
supported suitable means for applying the 
structure to oppositely-disposed hooks at the 
front of an article of footwear, the ends of the 
loop being provided with an adjusting device. 

It will be understood that the construction 
of each of the elements of the attachment 
herein illustrated and described may be va 
ried in practice, it being observed that each 
of the plates referred to is preferably corru 
gated both for purposes of strength and or 
nament'ality. 
When applied to the front of an article of 

footwear, my improved attachment enables 
the'art-icle to be Worn upon the foot with the 
greatest comfort and without in any manner 
requiring alteration of the usual structure of 
the article. ' 

806,156 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent— 

1. A device for footwear, of the character 
speci?ed, comprising an elastic free~ended 
loop for application to the article across the 
opening therein, at or near the bend in the 
article corresponding to the ankle bend of the 
wearer of the article, said loop being pro 
vided in the bights thereof with means for 
permanently attaching the same to the hook 
on one side of the opening, and for releasable 
attachment thereof to the hook on the op‘ 0 
site side of the opening, and further provided 
with a plate having triplicate slots therein 
separated by ribs, with the ends of the loop 
extending through the central slot reversely 
and over the ribs, thence beneath the adj a 
cent edge portions of the plate. 

2. A device for footwear, of the character 
speci?ed, comprising an elastic free-ended 
loop for application to the article across the 
opening therein at or near the bend in the ar 
ticle corresponding to the ankle bend of the 
wearer of the article, and means supported in 
bights of the loop for attaching the same to 
hooks on opposite sides of said opening, said 
loop being provided with a plate having trip 
licate slots therein separated by ribs, with 
the ends of the loop extending through the 
central slot reversely and over the ribs and 
through the outer slots, thence beneath the 
adjacent edge portions of the plate. 

3. A device for ‘footwear, of the character 
speci?ed, comprising an elastic member for 
application to the article across the o ening 
therein at or near the bend in the artic e cor 
responding to the ankle bend of the wearer 
of the article, said member being provided at 
one end with means for permanently attach 
ing the same to a hook on one side of the 
opening and at the other ‘end with means for 
releasable attachment thereof to a hook on 
the opposite side of said opening, said sec 
ond-named means embodying a plate pro 
vided with a ?nger~grip and having a slot 
through which a portion of the loop extends, 
and also an open-ended slot for receiving the 
shank of the hook. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this speci?cation in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

HENRY COPLEY BOICE. 

Witnesses: 
RoBT. W. MILLER, 
JOHN R. ELLIs. 
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