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TREATMENT OF MELANOMA USING HSV 
MUTANT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of US. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 11/152,591, ?led Jun. 13, 2005, now US. Pat. 
No. 7,674,468, ?led Jun. 13, 2005, Which is a continuation of 
US. patent application Ser. No. 08/776,350, ?led Apr. 18, 
1997, Which is the US. National Stage of International Appli 
cation No. PCT/GB95/01791 ?led Jul. 28, 1995 (published in 
English under PCT Article 21(2)), Which in turn claims the 
bene?t of Great Britain Application No. 94153202, ?led Jul. 
29, 1994. These applications are incorporated herein in their 
entirety. 

Incorporated by reference herein in its entirety is the 
Sequence Listing, entitled “Sequence project ST25.txt,” 
Which Was created Mar. 11, 2010, siZe 1 kilobyte. 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the use of a herpes simplex 
virus (HSV) mutant for the treatment of cancer tumors, par 
ticularly those of the brain or nervous system Whether the 
tumors are metastatic tumors or primary tumors. 

BACKGROUND 

The DNA sequence of herpes simplex type 1 (HSV-1) is 
knoWn (references 13,25) and is linear With a length of about 
152k residues. It consists of tWo covalently linked segments, 
designated long (L) and short (S). Each segment contains a 
unique sequence ?anked by a pair of inverted terminal repeat 
sequences. The long repeat (RL) and short repeat (RS are 
distinct. The unique long (U L) region includes genes UL1 to 
UL56, and the Us region includes genes US1 to US12. 
A relatively large number of patients With advanced can 

cers Will develop metastatic lesions in the brain and spinal 
cord. This frequently results in severe and debilitating neuro 
logical complications including headache, paralysis, sei 
Zures, and impaired cognition. It has been estimated that 
70,000 cancer deaths occur each year in the United States 
With metastatic lesions to the central nervous system (CNS). 
Radiation and steroids are presently the principle therapies 
used, hoWever, they are only palliative, and frequently cause 
signi?cant neurop sychological and endocrinological morbid 
ity. Surgery is generally reserved for removal of solitary 
metastases, and is often not curative (1). 

Viral therapy for the destruction of tumors is not a neW 
concept. Effects in various experimental tumor systems have 
been demonstrated using parvovirus H-l, NeWcastle disease 
virus, retroviral vectors containing drug susceptibility genes, 
and Herpes Simplex Type I virus (HSV-1) (2-7). The mecha 
nisms by Which viruses improve the outcome in experimental 
tumor systems are complex and poorly understood. Brain 
tumors represent a dividing cell population occurring Within 
an essentially non-dividing cell population of support cells, 
and terminally differentiated neurons. Thus, in the context of 
brain tumor therapy, one rationale is to select a virus that 
replicates exclusively or preferentially in dividing cells. Such 
a virus may be capable of establishing a lytic infection exclu 
sively in tumor cells Within the CNS, ultimately destroying 
the tumors Without infecting surrounding brain, and Without 
deleterious effects to the host. 

Pioneering experiments With HSV shoWed a dose depen 
dent improvement in survival of nude mice bearing intracra 
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2 
nial human gliomas folloWing intratumoral therapy With 
mutant HSV-1 dlspTK (3). This virus has a deletion in the 
viral thymidine kinase (TK) gene, (8) and exhibits a relatively 
neuro-attenuated phenotype in mice (9). HoWever, dlspTK 
infection of tumor bearing animals causes histologically evi 
dent encephalitis (3). The use of TK’ mutantsof HSV-1 for 
viral therapy also has an inherent major disadvantage in that 
these viruses are resistant to the clinically effective anti-viral 
agents acyclovir and ganciclovir (10). 
The terminal 1 kb of the long repeat region (RL) of the 

HSV-1 and HSV-2 genomes contain a gene (11-13), that 
confers neurovirulence. Deletion or mutation of this gene 
(y34.5), results in variants that groW as Well as Wild type virus 
on dividing cells of many established cell lines, but shoW 
impaired replication on non-dividing cells (12-14). In mice, 
y34.5 null mutants are incapable of replicating in the central 
nervous system, and do not cause encephalitis (12,15-16). 
A mutant HSV-1 called R3 616, containing a 1000 base pair 

(bp) deletion in y34.5, With an LD5O (minimum dose of virus 
that kills 50% of infected animals) that is at least 3><103 fold 
greater than Wild type F strain virus from Which it Was derived 
(12), has been shoWn to improve the outcome of nude mice 
bearing intracranial human gliomas (17). In the Work pre 
sented here, We have utiliZed an HSV-1 strain 17 mutant virus 
called 1716, that has a 759 by deletion in y34.5 (16). 
The construction of mutant virus 1716 is described in pub 

lished patent application WO92/ 13943 (PCT/GB92/00179) 
the contents of Which are incorporated herein by reference. 
HoWever, this patent publication is solely concerned With the 
use of mutant 1716 as a vaccine, either in itself or as a vector 

vaccine Which includes a heterologous gene coding for an 
antigen. 
Melanoma is a prevalent malignancy. Cerebral metastases 

occur in up to 75% of patients With metastatic disease, and are 
among the most common causes of death (18-22). Presently, 
the life span of patients With CNS melanoma is short, ranging 
from 2 to 7 months (23). 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
improved HSV-based viral therapy of cancer tumors. 

STATEMENT OF INVENTION 

The present invention in one aspect provides the use as an 
anticancer agent of a mutant herpes simplex virus Which has 
been modi?ed in the y34.5 gene of the long repeat region (RL) 
such that the gene is non-functional. 
The invention also relates to a method of treatment of 

cancer in a mammal (human or animal) by the administration 
to the mammal of an anti-cancer effective dose of the mutant 
herpes simplex virus. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

For the purposes of the present invention “non-functional” 
means that the gene has been modi?ed by deletion, insertion 
or substitution (or other change in the DNA sequence such as 
by rearrangement) such that it does not express the normal 
product or a functionally equivalent product. The effect of the 
non-functionality of the gene is that the neurovirulence of the 
virus to the patient is substantially removed. 

Thus the invention is based on the ?nding that rendering the 
y34.5 gene non-functional provides an HSV mutant Which is 
particularly effective in destroying dividing tumor cells, 
Whilst at the same time the HSV mutant does not replicate 
Within normal non-cancerous cells. It therefore has the poten 
tial to provide a safe anti-cancer treatment. 
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TWo types of herpes simplex virus are known HSV-1 and 
HSV-2 and either may be employed in the present invention to 
provide the HSV mutant. Inter-type recombinants containing 
DNA from both types could also be used. 

The modi?cation may be effected at any convenient point 
Within the y34.5 gene, and such point generally corresponds 
to a restriction enZyme site. The modi?cation may be Within 
the Barn H1 s restriction fragment of the RL terminal repeat 
(corresponding to 0-0.02 and 0.81-0.83 mu). The modi?ca 
tion is typically a deletion of 0.1 to 3 kb, particularly 0.7 to 2.5 
kb. In this Work a 759 deletion in y34.5 Was made in the 
HSV-1 mutant, referred to as 1716. HSV strain 1716 has been 
deposited at the Health Protection Agency, Porton DoWn, and 
European Collection of Cell Cultures at Porton DoWn, Salis 
bury Wiltshire SP4 019, UK on 28th Jan. 1992 and given the 
deposit reference 92012803. This deposit Was made under the 
Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the 
Deposit of Microorganisms, and all restrictions imposed by 
the depositor on the availability to the public of the deposited 
material Will be irrevocably removed upon the grant of the 
patent. 

The HSV genome also includes a number of other genes 
Which are non-essential to the successful culturing of the 
virus. It is, of course, necessary to retain Within the HSV 
mutant the ability to culture the mutant so that the mutant is 
self-replicating and stocks of the mutant can be groWn in 
tissue culture. Lethal modi?cations of the genome Which 
remove the ability to culture the HSV mutant are not accept 
able. 

HoWever, in addition to the primary modi?cation to the 
y34.5 gene of the RL region, it may be advantageous to also 
include in the HSV mutant one or more secondary non-lethal 
modi?cations Within non-essential genes. 

The present invention also encompasses as a neW product 
an HSV mutant Which includes in addition to the primary 
modi?cation, a secondary non-lethal modi?cation (for 
example Within VmW65). The mutant may be derived from 
HSV-1 or HSV-2. 

In a similar Way, other secondary modi?cations may 
involve modi?cation of the latency associated transcript 
(LAT) promoter so as to render the promoter non-functional 
and prevent transcription thereof. 

Herpes simplex virus infects the brain and nervous system. 
The HSV mutant is effective against primary tumors origi 
nating Within the brain and nervous system, but is particularly 
useful against metastatic tumors Where cancer cells originat 
ing elseWhere have lodged in the brain or nervous system 
(particularly the central nervous system (CNS)). Brain 
metastases occur commonly in a variety of human cancers 
(e.g. melanomas), and at present such cases are invariably 
fatal. The ef?cacy of treatment according to the invention 
employing the HSV mutant Will depend on the time after 
origination of the tumor at Which the treatment is initiated, but 
e?icacy is improved by early treatment for example in 1 to 30 
days. 

The LD5O (minimum dose of virus that kills 50% of 
infected animals) of the 1716 mutant in respect of mice is 106 
fold greater than that of the Wild type 17+ virus from Which it 
is derived. Thus the neurovirulence of 1716 is essentially 
removed relative to the Wild type virus. 

The effective non-toxic dose of HSV mutant can be deter 
mined by routine investigation by the skilled addressee, and 
Will depend on a number of factors including the particular 
species of mammal and the extent of development of the 
tumor. A guide can be obtained from the Examples herein. 

In a further aspect of the invention there is provided a 
method of treating cancer in mammals, in particular in 
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4 
humans by administering a pharmaceutical formulation com 
prising the HSV mutant to mammals, in particular to humans. 
Thus, the method of treatment can comprise the administra 
tion of a pharmaceutical formulation comprising the HSV 
mutant by injection directly into the tumour or parenterally 
into the blood stream feeding the tumour. 

It Will usually be presented as a pharmaceutical formula 
tion including a carrier or excipient, for example an injectable 
carrier such as saline or apyrogenic Water. The formulation 
may be prepared by conventional means. 

Embodiments of the invention Will noW be described by 
Way of example only. 

FIGS. 1 and 2 shoW the results of experiments described 
fully in Examples 3 and 5 respectively. 

FIG. 1: Survival Curves 
Tumor-bearing mice injected at 10 days (FIG. 1b) and at 5 

days (FIG. 1b) post tumor injection With HSV-1 mutant 1716. 
FIG. 2: Relative replication rates of HSV-1 mutant 
Relative replication rates of HSV-1 mutant 1716 in brain 

tumor (closed squares); and of 1716 and Wild type 17+ in 
non-tumor brain (open squares and closed triangles respec 
tively). 

FIG. 3: RSV-1 Genome map. 
HSV-1 genome shoWing approximate location of the v34 .5, 

2 kb latency associated transcript (LAT) and neighbouring 
genes. A. The 152 kb HSV-1 strain 17+ genome, illustrating 
the unique long and short segments of the genome, UL and US 
(lines), bounded by internal (IR) and terminal repeat (TR) 
regions (open boxes). Hatch marks shoW location of the 
VP16, thymidine kinase (TK) and glycoprotein C (gC) genes. 
B. Expanded vieW of the UL/US region of the genome the 
location of the V345, ICPO and ICP4 mRNAs and the loca 
tion of the 2.0 kb LAT Which is expressed during acute and 
latent infection. C. The location of the 759 by deletion in 
strain 1716. D. The location of the LAT speci?c BstEII 
BstEII probe used for in situ detection of HSV speci?c gene 
expression. Nucleotide positions are based on DNA sequence 
analysis of Perry and McGeoch (45). 

FIG. 4: Quanti?cation of infectious virus in nude mouse 
brain after IC inoculation. 

To investigate the extent of strain 1716 replication in brain 
tumors, nude mice Were injected With NT2 cells. TWelve days 
later each mouse Was infected With 5><105 PFU of strain 1716 
at the same stereotactic coordinates (open circles). At the 
times indicated, mice Were sacri?ced, the brains Were froZen 
in Liquid N2 and stored at —700 C. Specimens Were thaWed 
rapidly, homogeniZed, and viral titration Was performed in 
triplicate on BHK cells. To establish the groWth characteristic 
of strain 1716 and parental 17+ in brain Without tumor, mice 
Were injected intracranially With either 5><104 PFU of 1716 
(closed circles) or 1><106 PFU of 17+ (closed triangles). Mice 
Were sacri?ced at the times shoWn and processed as described 
in Methods. Each point is the mean of 2 mice With SEM bars. 

FIG. 5: Detection of replicating virus by immunohis 
tochemistry and in situ hybridiZation Nude mice Were IC 
injected With 3><104 NT2 cells. 14 days later they Were inocu 
lated With 5><105 PFU of 1716. A. Control mice With tumor 
after 14 days. B. Tumor is histologically very diverse, arroWs: 
tubular structures. C. MOC-l antibody speci?cally identi?es 
the NT2 tumor cells. D. Antibody MIB-1 identi?es cycling 
cells. Note loW number of labeled cells in tubular structures 
(asterisk). E. 14 day tumor after three days infection With 
strain 1716. The arroW indicates a region of extensive tumor 
lysis and necrosis. F. Infected cells shoW characteristic fea 
tures of herpes infected cells such as intranuclear inclusion 
bodies formation, cytomegaly and necrosis. G. Herpes anti 
gen is limited to tumor cells. H. Virus replicates in tumor cells 
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at interface between tumor and host brain shown using anti 
HSV antibodies. I. The kinetics of viral replication are 
delayed at 3 days after infection in the tubular structures 
compared to surrounding non-tubular cells as shown with 
anti-HSV antibodies. The arrow identi?es a rare HSV antigen 
positive tubular cell. These tubular structures are lysed at later 
days after infection. J. Herpes gene expression is also limited 
to tumor by in situ hybridization (black grains). K and L. 
Wild-type virus (17") replicates in brain and tumor and 
spreads throughout the whole brain. M. H&E of 14 day tumor 
18 days after infection with strain 1716. Note the small siZe of 
tumor. N. Viral antigen and 0. viral gene expression is strik 
ingly limited to the residual tumor mass. Abbreviations: 
T:U.1II101‘; B:host brain (Scale Bar::1.2 mm inA; I625 um in 
B,C,D; :2.0 mm in E&G; :12 pm in F; :450 pm in H, M, N, 
O; :90 um in I; :200 pm in J: :900 um in K and L). 

FIG. 6: MRI analysis of treated and untreated NT2 tumors. 
Nude mice were injected stereotactically with 3><104 NT2 

cells and 11 days later (d11 post-tumor cell implantation) T1 
weighted, gadolinium-enhanced MRIs (A,E) were per 
formed. The presence of a tumor (T) is con?rmed by the white 
enhancing lesion appearing in the superior right hemisphere 
in these mice. These sections show the area of the maximal 
tumor mass in cross section. The following day these mice 
were inoculated with either 5><105 PFU of strain 1716 or 
culture medium. In control mice, the tumor progressed over 
time and IC volume increased dramatically (B: day 32 post 
tumor: C & D: day 41 post-tumor). In strain 1716 treated mice 
the tumor regressed and showed no evidence of live tumor 
cells or virus in the brain (F & G: day 36 post-tumor), (Scale 
Bar: :2.77 mm in D & G). 

FIG. 7: Electronmicroscopy 
Tumors from nuce mice which were mock inoculated or 

inoculated with strain 1716 were harvested and processed for 
electronmicroscopy. A: Electronmicrograph of uninfected 
tumor cells. B: EM of NT2 tumor cells early in infection DNA 
condensation and viral domains (open arrow) can be 
observed; C: NT2 tumor cells late in infection, marginated 
chromatin (*) and viral particles (arrowhead) can be 
observed, D: A dividing cell that is infected, arrow: nuclear 
membrane, c: cytoplasm, n: nucleus (original magni?cations 
at 2500><). 

FIG. 8: Prolonged survival of NT2 tumor bearing mice 
treated with strain 1716. 

A: Survival Experiment (Table 1, Study V)-20 nude mice 
were stereotactically injected with 3><104 NT2 cells. Twelve 
days later, 10 mice were sterotactically injected with 5><105 
PFU/5 ul of strain 1716 (treated, closed circle) and 10 mice 
were mock injected with 5 ul of viral culture medium (mock, 
closed triangle). B: Survival Experiment (Table 1, Study VI) 
17 nude mice were stereotactically injected with 3><104 NT2 
cells. Ten days later, 9 mice were stereotactically injected 
5><105 PFU/ 5 ul of strain 1716 (treated, closed circle) and 8 
mice were mock injected with 5 ul of viral culture medium 
(mock, closed triangle). C: Weight GraphiWeights of con 
trol (closed triangle) and treated mice (closed circles) from 
Study VI (Table 1; FIG. 6B). D: Weights of treated group 
separated into long-term survivors (HR, closed circle) and 
dead (LR, closed square) compared with strain 1716 alone 
treated mice (Study 1, Table 1; closed triangle). Standard 
Error of the Mean (SEM) bars are included. 

FIG. 9: Detection of virus in long-term survivors by immu 
nohistochemistry and in situ hybridiZation. 

Long-term survivors were sacri?ced and brains and other 
organs were ?xed, sectioned and used for immunohis 
tochemical detection of NT2 cells and HSV and in situ detec 
tion of HSV. A: The arrow identi?es residual scar at tumor 
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6 
implantation site. B: On histology the brain shows no evi 
dence of any tumor cells (arrow) or replicating virus. C: The 
residual scar site consists of dystrophic calci?cations. This is 
a higher power view of region identi?ed by the arrow in B. D: 
Latent virus was observed in the hippocompus (asterisk) of 
these survivors (4 months post-infection) and the insert shows 
the nuclear localised signal of LAT positive cells. E: MBP 
staining shows no evidence of demyelination in the whole 
brains of these mice. P: Dark-?eld photomicrograph of in situ 
hybridization performed using a radiolabeled poly(dT) probe 
to detect total poly (A) +RNA in cells as a measure of meta 
bolic health of the LAT positive cells (asterisk). The experi 
mental tissue (A serial section from 7D) was compared to 
uninfected, mock infected and RNAse treated tissue. There 
was no detectable difference in the signal in LAT positive area 
in adjacent serial section. (Scale Bar: :1.2 mm in A, B, E; 
:113 um in D and —90 um in insert; :1 13 um in F; :45 pm in 
C). 

EXAMPLES 

Section 1 

Materials and Methods 
Animals: 

Female C57B1/ 6 mice (4 to 6 weeks oldiweight approxi 
mately 20 g) were obtained from The Jackson Laboratory 
(Bar Harbor, Me.). 
Tumor Cells: 

S91 Cloudman melanoma cells were obtained from the 
ATCC (Rockville, Md.). B16, and Harding-Passey melanoma 
cells were a generous gift from Dorothee Herlyn (Wistar 
Institute, Phila, Pa.). Cells were grown in plastic ?asks in 
AUTO-POW media containing penicillin, streptomycin, and 
5% calf serum. When originally obtained, all cell lines were 
grown up, and then froZen in 95% calf serum/ 5% DMSO, so 
that all experiments could be initiated with cells of a similar 
passage number. On the day of intracranial injection, cells in 
sub-con?uent monolayer culture were passaged with 0.25% 
trypsin solution in EDTA, washed x1 in cell culture media, 
resuspended at the appropriate concentration in media with 
out serum, and held on ice. 
Intracranial Tumor Production: 
Mice were anaesthetiZed with I.M. ketamine/xylaZine (87 

mg/kg ketamine/13 mg/kg xylaZine). The head was cleansed 
with 70% EtOH. A small midline incision was made in the 
skin of the head exposing the skull. Stereotactic injection of 
tumor cell suspension was performed using a small animal 
stereotactic apparatus (Kopf Instruments, Tujunga, Calif.). 
Injections were done with a Hamilton syringe through a dis 
posable 28 g. needle. The needle was positioned at a point 2 
mm caudal of the bregma and 1 mm left of midline. Using a 
separate 27 g. needle with a shield that limits the length of the 
needle exposed to 0.5 mm, the skull was breached at the 
appropriate coordinates. The injection needle was advanced 
through the hole in the skull to a depth of 2 mm from the skull 
surface and then backed-out 0.5 mm to create a potential 
space. 1><105 cells in a total volume of 2 uL were injected over 
1 minute. Following the injection, the needle was left in place 
for 3 minutes, and then slowly withdrawn. The skin was 
sutured closed. 
Virus: 

To produce virus stocks, subcon?uent monolayers of baby 
hamster kidney 21 clone 13 (BHK) cells were infected with 
HSV strains in 1814, 1716, dlspTK, or wild type 17+. Virus 
was concentrated from the culture and titrated by plaque 
assay as previously described (28). All viral stocks were 
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stored frozen in viral culture medium (AUTO-POW media 
containing penicillin, and streptomycin) at —700 C., and 
thawed rapidly just prior to use. 
Viral Inoculation: 

Mice anesthetized With I.M. Were ketamine/xylaZine, and 
the head Was cleansed With 70% EtOH. Using a Hamilton 
syringe With a 30 gauge disposable needle, the appropriate 
amount of virus Was injected (104-106 PFU in 2 uL) through 
a midline incision at the same stereotactic coordinates used 
for tumor cell injection. The injection Was performed over 1 
minute, and folloWing the injection the needle Was left in 
place for 3 minutes, and then sloWly WithdraWn. 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging: 

Mice Were imaged using a 1.9 Tesla 30 cm bore animal 
MRI system located in the Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania MRI facility. Animals Were anesthetiZed With 
I.M. ketamine/xylaZine (87 mg/kg ketamine/ 13 mg/kg xyla 
Zine). Subsequently, each animal Was inj ected With 10 units of 
Gd (DTPA) via a tail vein. The animal Was taped in place 
Within a plexiglass gradient coil and imaged. 
lmmunohistochemistry: 

HSV-infected cells Were detected by an indirect avidin 
biotin immunoperoxidase method (Vectastain ABC Kit, Vec 
tor Labs, Burlingam, Calif.) as speci?ed by the manufacturer 
With slight modi?cation. Brie?y, tissue sections Were depar 
a?iniZed, rehydrated, quenched in peroxide (H202) and 
blocked in 3.5% goat serum (Sigma Chem. Co., St. Louis, 
Mo.). Tissue sections Were incubated overnight at 40 C. With 
the primary antibody, a rabbit antiserum to HSV-1 (Dako 
Corp., Carpinteria, Calif.), used at a dilution of 1:1000. Next, 
the tissue Was incubated at room temperature With biotiny 
lated goat anti-rabbit IgG, the avidin-biotin horseradish per 
oxidase complex and ?nally AEC substrate. Sections Were 
counter stained With hematoxylin and examined under the 
light microscope. As a control for the speci?city of immuno 
staining, tissues Were processed as above, except that non 
immune rabbit serum Was substituted for the primary HSV-1 
antiserum. 
Titration of Virus from Tumor and Brain: 

Mice Were sacri?ced by lethal injection of anesthesia. 
Brains With or Without in situ tumors Were removed asepti 
cally, snap froZen in liquid nitrogen, and stored at —700 C. 
Each tissue sample Was rapidly thaWed in a 370 C. Water bath, 
and the tissue Was homogeniZed in viral culture medium at a 
10% Weight/volume ratio using a Pyrex Ten Broeck tissue 
grinder. The homogenates Were centrifuged at 3,000><g for 10 
minutes at 40 C. The supernatant of each tissue homogenate 
Was diluted logarithmically in media, and the viral titer of 
each Was determined by plaque assay on BHK cells (28). 
Statistics: 

Standard deviation, and t-Test: tWo sample assuming 
unequal variances, Were calculated using Microsoft Excel 
(Redmond, Wash.) on an apple Macintosh computer (Cuper 
tino, Calif.). 

Example 1 

Lysis of Melanoma Cells 

In our initial studies, We Wanted to make a straightforward 
in vitro determination of the relative abilities of HSV-1 Wild 
type and mutant viruses to lyse various murine melanoma 
cells. We also Wanted to compare hoW e?iciently these mela 
noma cells Were lysed by HSV-1 relative to baby hamster 
kidney (BHK) cells, Which is a standard cell line used to 
propagate and titer HSV- 1. Cells Were plated in 24 Well tissue 
culture plates at a density of 5><104 cells/Well. The viruses 
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8 
Were diluted logarithmically and cell monolayers Were 
infected in triplicate. After 72 hours of culture, the highest 
dilution of virus at Which complete destruction of the mono 
layer still occurred, Was recorded for each virus-cell combi 
nation. Data are expressed as the number of PFU of virus, 
obtained for each virus-cell combination. 
As demonstrated in Table 1, the various mutant viruses lyse 

melanoma cells and BHK With ef?ciencies similar to Wild 
type 17+. Cloudman S-91, and H-P melanoma cells Were 
lysed e?iciently relative to BHK. 

Example 2 

Tumor Production 

The capacity of each melanoma cell line to produce intrac 
ranial tumors Was then evaluated. For each cell line, 10 
C57B1/ 6 mice Were injected stereotactically With 5><104 cells 
in the right cerebral hemisphere. Mice Were observed daily, 
and sacri?ced When they appeared moribund, or after 6 Weeks 
if they remained asymptomatic. Each brain Was ?xed, sec 
tioned, stained, and examined histologically for tumor. Both 
H-P and B-16 formed intracranial tumors in 10 of 10 C57B1/ 6 
mice, While Cloudman S-91 only formed a tumor in 1 of 10 
mice. 
We decided to proceed With the H-P model, since these 

cells Were both susceptible to lysis by the relevant HSV-1 
mutants, and formed brain tumors ef?ciently. 

Sub sequent experiments veri?ed that stereotactic injection 
of H-P cells into the brain of C57B1/6 mice establishes 
tumors in 100% of the animals. A technical advantage of this 
system is that the presence of a brain tumor can be veri?ed by 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) prior to treatment, or 
simply by observation of a pigmented area on the skull over 
lying the tumor site, generally by 5 days post cell injection. 
The tumors progressed to a siZe that caused the mice to 
become moribund from neurologic symptoms in approxi 
mately tWo Weeks. 

Example 3 

Treatment of Brain Tumors With HSV-1 Mutant 1716 

C57B1/ 6 mice Were injected stereotactically in the right 
cerebral hemisphere With 5><104 Harding-Passey melanoma 
cells.After 10 days (FIG. 1a) or 5 days (FIG. 1b), 5><103 PFU 
of HSV 1716 Was injected at the same stereotactic coordi 
nates. The number of days elapsed betWeen injection of tumor 
cells and time mice became moribund is shoWn on the X axis. 
Control mice Were injected With an equal volume of viral 
culture medium at the appropriate time. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1a stereotactic injection of HSV-1 

mutant 1716 into brain tumors 10 days after establishment, 
resulted in a statistically signi?cant increase in the length of 
time elapsed until the mice become moribund (P(T<?) one 
tail: 1.016><10_4). HoWever, no long term survivors Were 
obtained. When viral therapy Was performed 5 days after 
tumor establishment (FIG. 1b), signi?cant improvement in 
outcome Was again seen in the treatment group (P(T<?) 
one-tail: 7.707><10_3), and 2/10 treated mice Were cured. One 
long term survivor Was sacri?ced after day 39 post viral 
infection. Microscopic examination of serial sections of the 
brain did not reveal any residual tumor (data not shoWn). The 
second animal is still alive and asymptomatic at greater than 
150 days post treatment. Treated animals that became mori 
bund, shoWed progression of their brain tumors upon exami 
nation of tissue sections. 
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Example 4 

1716 Replication in Tumor and Non-Tumor Cells 

Immunohistochemistry shows that replication of 1716 is in 
fact restricted to tumor cells, and does not occur in surround 
ing brain. A signi?cant number of melanoma cells Within 
tumor Were stained by polyclonal antiserum to HSV-1 on 
days 3 and 6 post infection. Moreover, in tumor bearing mice 
treated With 1716, no HSV-1 antigen staining Was seen in 
brain tissue adjacent to tumor or in any other areas of brain in 
all sections examined. In addition, no histologic evidence of 
encephalitis Was seen in any 1716 treated mice at any time. In 
contrast, tumor bearing mice infected With Wild type 17+ 
virus, exhibited multiple focal areas of HSV-1 immunohis 
tochemical staining both Within tumor and in surrounding and 
distant brain as Well. A signi?cant encephalitis characterised 
by polymorphonuclear leukocytes, nuclear dust, and extrava 
sation of red blood cells, is seen in areas of this and other 
sections examined. In control experiments, no immunohis 
tochemical staining Was seen With anti-HSV-l in tumor or 
brain from mice Who did not receive virus, or in virally 
infected brain tumor sections subjected to the full immuno 
histochemical protocol With normal rabbit serum substituted 
for the primary anti-HSV-l antibody (data not shoWn). 

Example 5 

Kinetics of Replication in Tumor and Non-Tumor 
Cells 

Having shoWn striking restriction of 1716 replication to 
tumor by immunohistochemistry, We next attempted to quan 
tify the kinetics and extent of replication of 1716 in tumor by 
titration of infectious virus, and compare this With titration 
data from non-tumor bearing mouse brain infected With 1716 
or 17+. 

To investigate the extent of 1716 replication in brain 
tumors, C57B1/ 6 mice Were injected With Harding Passey 
melanoma cells right of midline. Seven days later each mouse 
Was infected With 5><105 PFU of 1716 at the same stereotactic 
coordinates. At the times indicated, mice Were sacri?ced, the 
brains Were froZen in liquid N2 and stored at —700 C. Speci 
mens Were thaWed rapidly, homogeniZed, and viral titration 
Was performed in triplicate on BHK cells (closed squares). 
These data represent the mean of 4 mice at each time point. 

To establish the groWth characteristic of 1716 and Wild 
type 17+ in brain Without tumor, mice Were injected intrac 
ranially With either 5><105 PFU 1716 (open squares) or 1><103 
PFU of 17+(closed triangles). Mice Were sacri?ced at the 
times shoWn and processed as described above. Each point is 
the mean of 2 mice. 
As shoWn in FIG. 2, Wild type 17+ virus replicated e?i 

ciently in non-tumor bearing mouse brain. In contrast, no 
replication of 1716 occurred in brain of non-tumor bearing 
mice. The titer of virus recovered decayed over time, and 
infectious 1716 could only be isolated for 3 days after inocu 
lation. HoWever, When 1716 Was injected into brain tumors, 
signi?cant replication occurred as evidenced by recovery of 
an amount of infectious 1716 on day 1 post inoculation that is 
substantially greater than the input amount. Under these con 
ditions, infectious 1716 could be isolated from tumor bearing 
mice for 5 days post inoculation, but not on day 7. These 
results clearly demonstrate that HSV-1 mutant 1716 Will 
freely replicate in tumor cells (leading to their destruction) 
but does not replicate in non-tumor cells (leaving them 
unharmed). 
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TABLE 1 

Relative susceptibility of melanoma cells to 
lysis by HSV-1. 

Cell Type 

Cloudman Harding 
Virus S91 Passey BHK 

dlspTK 103 104 >103 
1716 104 104 -103 
17+ (Wild type) 103 103 >102 

EXAMPLES 

Section 2 

Materials & Methods 
Virus Stocks 

To produce virus stocks, subcon?uent monolayers of baby 
hamster kidney 21 clone 13 (BHK) cells Were infected With 
HSV strains 1716, in1814, or parental 17+. Strain in1814 has 
a mutation (insertion) in the VP16 gene (located in the UL 
region; FIG. 3A) and strain 1716 has a mutation (deletion) in 
the y34.5 gene (mutant; FIG. 3C). Virus Was concentrated 
from the culture, titered on BHK cells by plaque assay and 
stored at —700 C. in 0.5 ml aliquots of viral culture medium 
(AUTO-POW media containing penicillin and streptomycin) 
and thaWed rapidly just prior to use as described (30,34). 
Culture of Tumor Cells and Differentiation of NT2 

NTera-2 (clone D1) cells (referred to here as NT2 cells) 
Were cultured as described (28,29). Brie?y, the cells Were 
passaged 1:3 tWice per Week in OptiMEM With 5% fetal 
bovine serum (FBS) and penicillin/streptomycin (P/ S). The 
medulloblastoma cell lines, D283 MED and DAOY, Were 
cultured in RPMI 1640 With 10% PBS, 1% P/S and 1% 
Glutamine. BHK cells Were cultured inAUTO-POW With 5% 
PBS, 1% P/ S and 1% Glutamine. NT2 cells Were plated at a 
density of 2.0><106 in T75 ?ask, and fed tWice Weekly With 
DMEM-HG supplemented With 10% PBS, 1% P/S, and 
10'5 M retinoic acid for 5 Weeks. The differentiated NT2N 
cells Were separated from non-neuronal cells as described 
(29,35). On the day of intracranial injection, NT2 cells in 
sub-con?uent monolayer culture Were harvested, Washed 
three times in buffer and placed on a bed of ice until injected 
into the brains of nude mice. 
Plaque Assay 
NT2, BHK, DAOY and D283 MED cells Were plated in 24 

Well tissue culture plates at a density of 105 cells/Well. The 
ciruses of interest Were diluted logarithmically and cell 
monolayers Were infected in triplicate With multiplicity of 
infections (MOI) ranging from 10 to 0.01. Cultures Were 
observed regularly for the degree of cytopathic effects (CPE) 
of the viruses and noted for each MOI. 
Titration of Virus from Cell Cultures 

Cells Were infected at MOI:1, harvested at 4, 24 and 48 hrs 
post-infection and stored at —700 C. The samples Were freeZe 
thaWed tWice from —700 C. to 370 C., centrifuged at 3,000><g 
for 10 minutes at 400 C., the supernatant Was diluted loga 
rithmically in media and the viral titer of each sample Was 
determined by plaque assay on BHK cells (34). 
Titration of Virus from Tumor and Brain 

To titrate viral inoculums in tumor and brain, nude mice 
Were intracranially inoculated With 1><106 PFU of strain 17+ 
or 6.25><104 PFU of strain 1716 and the mice Were sacri?ced 
by lethal injection of anesthesia (ketamine/xylaZine). The 
brains and tumors Were dissected from mice that Were sacri 
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?ced on different days post viral inoculation (day 0, 1, 3, 5 and 
7), quick frozen in liquid nitrogen and stored at —700 C. The 
brain and tumor samples from the different time points Were 
rapidly thaWed in a 370 C. Water bath, and the tissue Was 
homogenized in viral culture medium at a 10% Weight/vol 
ume ratio using a Pyrex Ten Broeck tissue grinder. The homo 
genates Were centrifuged at 3,000><g for 10 minutes at 40 C., 
the supernatant Was diluted logarithmically in media and the 
viral titer of each sample Was determined by plaque assay on 
BHK cells (34). 
Intracerebral Graft Implantation 

Female homozygous nude mice (4 to 6 Weeks old) Were 
obtained from Harlan Sprague DaWley (Indianapolis, Ind.), 
the mice Were anesthetized With intramuscular (IM) ket 
amine/xylazine (87 mg/kg ketamine/ 13 mg/kg xylazine) and 
stereotactic injections of tumor cell suspensions Were per 
formed using a small animal stereotactic apparatus (Kopf 
instruments, Tujunga, Calif), a 10 pl Hamilton syringe and a 
30 gauge disposable needle as previously described (35). To 
make cortical tumors, the syringe needle Was positioned at a 
point 2 mm rostral of the bregma and 1 mm to the right of 
midline. The skull Was cleansed With 70% ethanol and per 
forated With a 27 gauge needle and the Hamilton syringe With 
the attached needle Was advanced through the hole in the skull 
to a depth of 1.5 mm beloW the dura and 3><104 NT2 cells in 
a total volume of 2 pl Were injected over 5 min. Prior to 
implantation, NT2N cells Were suspended in DMEM/ HG and 
maintained at 400 C. in an ice bath. Exactly 5 pl of the NT2N 
cell suspension, containing approximately 5><103 cells, Was 
injected at the same location as above. FolloWing the injec 
tion, the needle Was left in place for 5 min and then sloWly 
Withdrawn over 2 min. and the super?cial skin Wound Was 
closed With sutures. The mice Were alloWed to recover and 
inspected daily for signs of illness. Body Weight and cranial 
measurements With calipers Were taken Weekly. Any mice 
that shoWed signs of morbidity in extremis Were sacri?ced 
and brains Were prepared for histochemistry. Tissues from 
some animals that died unobserved in their cage also Were 
harvested and ?xed for histochemical analysis. The experi 
ments on nude mice are summarised in Table 2. 
Viral Inoculation 

Control mice and mice previously inoculated With tumor 
cells Were anesthetized as described above and the head Was 
cleansed With 70% ethanol. Using a Hamilton syringe With a 
30 gauge disposable needle, the appropriate amount of virus 
Was injected (104-106 PFU in 5 pl) through a midline incision 
at the same stereotactic coordinates used for the previous 
injection of tumor cells. The injection Was performed over 3 
min folloWing the injection and then sloWly WithdraWn over 1 
min. Control mice received equivalent volume inoculations 
of viral medium. 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging 

The brains of selected mice Were imaged using a 30 cm 
bore 1.9 Tesla animal Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MR1) 
system (General Electric). To accomplish this, mice Were 
anesthetized as described above at various times after implan 
tation of tumor cells and inoculation of the tumor sites With 
virus. Subsequently, each animal Was inj ected With 10 units of 
an enhancing agent, gadolinium complexed to a DTPA carrier 
(Magnevist), via a tail vein. The animal Was then immobilised 
Within a Plexiglas RF coil and imaged. 
Immunohistochemical Procedures 

Mice Were transcardially perfused and ?xed With 70% 
ethanol in isotonic saline (150 nM NaCl, pH 7.4) or 4% 
paraformaldehyde (0.1M PBS. pH 7.4) and the brain as Well 
as samples of multiple other tissues (i.e. trigeminal ganglions, 
heart, proximal jejunum, liver, spleen, left kidney, femur, and 
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vertebral bodies) Were dissected for histological and immu 
nohistochemical analysis. The methods for tissue processing 
and light microscopic immunohistochemical analysis Were 
similar to those described elseWhere (35,36). Both mono 
clonal and polyclonal antibodies to neuronal and glial cytosk 
eletal proteins and other polypeptides that have been shoWn to 
serve as molecular signatures of the neuronal or glial pheno 
type Were used for the immunohistochemical characterisation 
of intracranial allografts (35,37). Rabbit polyclonal antisera 
to HSV-1 Which detects the major glycoproteins present in the 
viral envelope and at least one core protein (Dako Corp., 
Carpinteria, Calif.) Was used at a dilution of 1:1000 to detect 
replicating virus (3 8). A mouse monoclonal antibody (MOC 
1) to neural cell adhesion molecule (NCAMs) speci?c for 
human NCAMs Was used at a dilution of 1 : 100 to detect NT2 

and NT2N cells and to distinguish them from mouse brain 
cells (35). Another monoclonal antibody, RMO93 (1:10), 
Which recognises rodent speci?c epitopes of the middle 
molecular Weight neuro?lament (NF-M) protein and does not 
cross-react With human NF-M Was used to con?rm the iden 

tity of NT2N grafts (35). RMO301 (1:100) is a monoclonal 
antibody that recognises human speci?c NF-M Was used to 
con?rm NT2N grafts. M13, a mouse monoclonal antibody 
Which recognises human microtubule associated protein-2 
(MAP2), Was used at a 1:500 dilution. Rabbit polyclonal 
antibody speci?c to mouse myelin basic protein (MBP) Was 
used at a dilution of 1:1000 (gift of A. McMorris). Tissue 
sections for staining With M1B-1 (a mouse monoclonal anti 
body that recognises a cell-cycle speci?c antigen (Ki-67) 
used at a 1:20 dilution; AMAC, Westbrook, Me.) Were pre 
treated by microWaving on 10 mM Sodium Citrate as 
described (39). Prior to sacri?ce some control mice Were 
injected With intraperitoneally With bromodeoxyuridine 
(BrdU) at 5 mg/g (in 150 mM NaCl, 7 mM NaOH) body 
Weight in order to label NT2 cells undergoing cell division in 
the grafts as described (37). Segments of the proximal intes 
tine Were removed from the same mouse as positive controls 
for cycling cells. BrdU positive cells Were identi?ed by using 
an BrdU antibody BU-33 (1:250). Antigen expressing cells 
Were detected by the indirect avidin-biotin immunoperoxi 
dase (Vectastain ABC kit, Vector Labs, Burlingam, Calif.) or 
peroxidase anti-peroxidase detection systems With 3,3'-di 
aminobenzadine (DAB) as the chromagen. Grafts and spread 
of virus in all animals Was monitored by screening every tenth 
section through entire brain With MOC-l, MIB-1 and HSV 
antibodies. 
In Situ Hybridization for HSV-1 Speci?c Gene Expression. 

Sections of perfused and ?xed tissue Were mounted on 
slides and in situ hybridization Was performed as previously 
described to detect viral gene expression (26,33,40). Serial 
tissue sections Were hybridized With a 35 S-labeled HSV LAT 

speci?c probe (BstEII-BstEII, FIG. 1E), With a 35S-labeled 
HSV speci?c thymidine kinase probe (tk; an early gene prod 
uct) or With a biotinylated HSV speci?c gC (a late gene 
product) probe. 
Preparation of 35S-Labeled Nick-Translated Probe 
The latency-associated transcript (LAT) probe BstEII 

BstEII subfragment (0.9 kb) of BamHI B Was isolated from 
restriction digests by gel electrophoresis and puri?ed by 
GeneClean (Bio 101 Inc.; La Jolla, Calif.; see FIG. 3) (30). 
The 3.4 kb BamHI fragment encoding the tk gene Was iso 
lated as described (41). DNA probes Were nick-translated and 
separated from unicorporated nucleotides by passage through 
Sephadex G-50 spin columns (Pharamacia) (33). The speci?c 
activities of the probes Were approximately 1—5><108 c.p.m/ 
pg DNA. 



US 8,067,012 B2 
13 

Preparation of 35 S-Labeled Poly (dT) Probe 
A 21-mer of poly(dT) Was synthesized and Was used as 

substrate for labeling by terminal deoxynucleotidyl trans 
ferase (TdT). Reaction mix consisted of 2 pl of TdT, 1 pl of 
Poly(dT) (6 pg/pl), 5 pl of 5><TdT Buffer, 6 pl of CoCl2 (2.5 
mM), 10 pl of 35S-dTTP (1 pg), 1 pl of ddH2O. The mix Was 
incubated at 370 C. for 30 min. and Was separated from 
unincorporated nucleotides by passage through Sephadex 
G-25 spin columns. In situ hybridization Was performed 
exactly as above except that hybridization and Washes Were 
performed at 370 in 25% formamide (42). Exposure time 
courses Were performed on uninfected, mock infected, Wild 
type virus infected and RNase treated tissue sections and 
Were used as positive and negative controls for experimental 
tissue sections (see 43). 
Biotinylated qC Probe to Detect Active Viral Replication. 
A nonisotopic in situ hybridization Was performed using a 

21 by antisense gC probe (nucleic acids 199-219 of gC tran 
script, CGGGGCGGGGGTGGCCGGGGG; gift by K. Mon 
tone; FIG. 3F) linked to the 3' end by a biotinylated tail 
[5'-(TAG)2-BBB-3']. The protocol Was essentially the same 
as in Wang and Montone With slight modi?cations for mouse 
brain tissue. 
DNA Nick End Labeling By TUNEL Method 

The terminal deoxynucleotidyl transferase (TdT) dUTP 
biotin nick end labeling (TUNEL) technique Was performed 
as previously described (37). Brie?y, deparaf?nized and 
rehydrated slides Were digested With 20 pg/ml of proteinase K 
in 0.1 M Tris (pHI8) at room temperature for 15 min. After 
Washing, the sections Were incubated With a mixture contain 
ing 20 mM biotinylated-dUTP, 0.3 U/ pl terminal deoxynucle 
otidyl transferase, 1.5 mM cobalt chloride, 200 mM sodium 
cacodylate, 25 mM Tris, 0.25 mg/ml bovine serum albumin 
(pH:6.6) at 37° C. for 45 min. The reactions Were stopped by 
Washing in 2><SSC for 15 min. and the results Were visualized 
by alkaline phosphatase conjugated With streptavidin and 
developed With Fast Red substrate. Coronal sections of post 
natal day eight rat brain Were used as positive controls for this 
TUNEL protocol because this Was the developmental stage at 
Which peak apoptosis activity Was recognised (44). 
Electron Microscopy of Thin Sections. 

Portions of tumor tissues from perfused mouse brains Were 
?xed in 1% glutaraldehyde, 4% paraformaldehyde in 0.1M 
sodium cacodylate (pH:7.4) over night at 40 C. and Washed in 
sodium cacodylate buffer and processed for EM as described 
(37). 
Statistics 

Survival and Weight statistics Were performed using 
BMDP Statistics SoftWare (ed. W] Dixon; Release 7.0; 
1993). Differences in survival in control and treated groups 
Were compared using Generalised Wilcoxon (BresloW) 
Analysis. Differences in Weights Were compared using the 
t-test and the Mann-Whitney Test. Moribund animals in 
extremis Were sacri?ced and treated the same as animals 
found dead in their cage for statistical analysis. 

Example 6 

HSV-1 Strain 1716 Lyses and Spreads on 
Monolayers of Tumor Derived Human Neural Cell 

Lines In Vitro 

To determine hoW e?iciently HSV-1 strain 1716 lyses rap 
idly dividing NT2 in comparison With parental strain 17", 
NT2 cells Were plated on 24 Well plates 1 day prior to infec 
tion by these tWo strains at Multiplicities of Infection (MOI) 
of 1 0, 1 and to 0.1. Both viruses, at MOI of 1 0, lysed NT2 cells 
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Within 1 day and this Was associated With the characteristic 
morphological changes (rounding up, phase brightness, 
cytomegaly, plaque formation and loss of adhesion) associ 
ated With HSV infection. Since the behaviour of a virus at a 
loW MOI (0.1) in vitro may predict the ability of a virus to 
spread in a tumor in vivo, We studied infection at MOI-0.1. 
Strain 1716 spread and destroyed monolayers of NT2 cells 
less ef?ciently than 17+ (1716 lysed monolayer in 3 days and 
17+ in 2 days). The behaviour of these viruses Was similar in 
tWo different human medulloblastoma cell lines (D283 MED 
and DAOY) suggesting that strain 1716 can lyse many differ 
ent brain tumor cell lines. 

Next, NT2N cells (the neuron-like retinoic acid differenti 
ated derivatives of NT2 cells) Were infected With these 
viruses. Strain 1716 Was attenuated for cytopathicity in these 
cells With respect to strain 17+ and Lactate Dehydrogenase 
(LDH) assays for cytotoxicity performed on NT2N cells 
infected With the above viruses shoWed that both viruses 
caused some non-speci?c toxicity Within 12 hours after infec 
tion (data not shoWn). Interestingly, titration of virus from 
infected cell cultures shoWed that strain 1716 Was de?cient 
for replication in NT2N cells (data not shoWn). Because strain 
1716 is more severely neuroattenuated in mice than the other 
engineered strains (26, 30), We conducted in vivo studies of 
strain 1716 versus 17+ virus inoculated into the CNS of nude 
mice With and Without transplants of in vitro derived NT2N 
cells or With tumors established from transplanted NT2 cells. 
Reference is made to Table 2. 

Example 7 

Replication of HSV-1 Strain 1716 Cannot be 
Detected in the Mouse CNS FolloWing Intracerebral 

Inoculation 

Consistent With previous results using SCID mice (26), 
intracerebral (IC) inoculation of 5><106 plaque forming units 
(PFU) of strain 1716 in nude mice did not induce clinical 
symptoms for over 4 months post-inoculation, and there Was 
no evidence of encephalitis on histological analysis of the 
brains nor any evidence of replication in the major organs 
(e.g. liver, spleen, bone marroW, etc.) of these mice (Table 2, 
Study I). In contrast to strain 1716, IC inoculation of less than 
100 PFU of strain 17+ killed nude mice Within 5-10 days and 
histopathological analysis revealed extensive cytopathic 
lesions (e.g. intranuclear inclusion bodies, cell death, etc.) in 
these mice (not shoWn). 

To monitor viral replication in the brain after IC inocula 
tion of strain 1716 versus strain 17", a viral titration assay Was 
performed (Table 2, Study II). The Recovery of both viruses 
on day 0 Was loW relative to the amount of virus in the injected 
inoculum. This probably Was due to adsorption or fusion of 
the viral particles to the membranes in the brain homogenates 
and to inactivation of virus during harvesting. FIG. 4 shoWs 
that the titer of strain 17+ exponentially increased With time 
and resulted in morbidity and death of inoculated mice. In 
contrast, the titer of strain 1716 dropped precipitously in the 
brains of nude mice, and virus Was no longer detectable 3 days 
post-inoculation. Moreover, there Was no immunohis 
tochemical evidence of encephalitis in strain 1716 infected 
mice, and there Was no detectable spread of strain 1716 virus 
outside the CNS as evidenced by the absence of virus in 
samples of liver, spleen, kidney, jejunum and bone marroW by 
immunohistochemistry and by in situ hybridization for HSV 
speci?c transcripts (data not shoWn). LikeWise, direct inocu 
lation of liver or intravenous injection With strain 171 6 didnot 
cause any morbidity or death in nude mice. In contrast to 
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strain 1716, strain 17+ infected mice exhibited evidence of 
encephalitis and tumor lysis (see FIG. 4). 

Example 8 

HSV-1 Strain 1716 Lytically Replicates In NT2 
Tumors but not in Transplanted NT2N Cells in the 

Mouse CNS 

When strain 1716 Was injected into NT2 tumors signi?cant 
replication occurred for 7 days as evidenced by increase in 
viral titer over input inoculum by day 3 (FIG. 4). This is in 
agreement With the immunohi stochemical and in situ hybrid 
iZation data Which shoWed no detectable strain 1716 in the 
brains of these mice except in the NT2 tumor cells for as long 
as they Were present to support viral replication (see beloW). 

Since quanti?cation by titration assay in mice shoWed that 
strain 1716 replicated in NT2 cell tumors, We tested the 
ability of strain 1716 to induce regression of these tumors 
(Table 2, Study IV). To do this We injected 5 ul of strain 1716 
containing 5><105 PFU into tumors that formed in the brains of 
nude mice folloWing IC implantation of 3><106 NT2 cells. To 
monitor the fate of transplanted NT2 cells, mice Were sacri 
?ced at different time points after the viral inoculation and 
their brains and organs Were anlysed by immunohistochem 
istry and in situ hybridization. NT2 cells formed tumors With 
a neural and epithelial histology in 100% of mice, and these 
tumors Were lethal Within 5 Weeks after grafting (FIGS. 5A, 
5B). These tumors contained abundant proliferating cells as 
evidenced by BrdU labeling, the immunohistochemical 
detection of cell cycle antigens and their rapid groWth (FIGS. 
5C, 5D). FIGS. 5E,F,G and H shoW that infection of NT2 
tumors With strain 1716 is not uniform at day 3 post-infection 
(pi). This may re?ect the localised nature of the injection site, 
or to cell-type speci?c differences in the vulnerability of the 
cells to infection and lysis by strain 1716. Nonetheless, most 
tumor cell types near the injection site harbored immunore 
active virus by day 5. At later days post-infection, more cells 
Were infected, but immunoreactivity for virus in the tumor 
Was Weaker presumably due to clearance of the virus folloW 
ing lysis of the infected tumor cells (FIG. 5). 
As seen in FIG. 5H, viral antigen is limited to the tumors. 

On high magni?cation, the infected tumor cells shoWed char 
acteristic features of HSV-1 infection, i.e. intranuclear inclu 
sion bodies and multinuclear giant cell formation (FIG. SF). 
No viral antigen staining Was seen in the surrounding brains 
of these mice or in the brains of control untreated mice. This 
Was con?rmed by a non-isotopic in situ hybridiZation proto 
col using a biotinylated probe for glycoprotein C (gC) and a 
radiolabeled thymidine kinase (TK) probe (a late and early 
gene product expressed only in acute infection) to detect 
active viral replication in serial sections (FIG. 5]). Thus, viral 
replication, as evidenced by gene expression, is also restricted 
to the tumor cells. In contrast, tumor-bearing mice inoculated 
With strain 17+ shoWed viral replication in both tumor and 
brain (FIGS. SK, SL). Mouse brains harvested 18 days after 
viral treatment of their tumor implants With 1716 shoWed a 
marked decrease in the siZe of tumor. Indeed only a residual 
?brotic scar Was seen in some mice, and viral antigen Was 
strictly limited to the remaining cells in the scar (FIG. 5 M, N, 
0). 

To examine the ability of strain 1716 to induce regression 
of brain tumors, NT2 tumors in the brains of nude mice Were 
stereotactically injected With strain 1716 tWelve days after 
implantation of NT2 cells. Treated mice Were inoculated With 
5><105 PFU (in 5 ul) of strain 1716 at the tumor implantation 
site and control mice received 5 ul medium alone. MRI scans 
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shoWed that these mice developed detectable tumors by 11 
days post-implantation. In all mock treated tumor-bearing 
mice, the tumor greW rapidly in siZe and Was lethan (FIG. 
6A-D). In all treated mice, strain 1716 infection induced a 
detectable regression of the tumor at the original inoculation 
site (FIG. 6E-G). 
To determine Whether transplanted NT2N cells Were per 

missive for HSV replication, 2.5><105 cells Were transplanted 
into the brainparenchyma or ventricles of nude mice (Table 1 ; 
Study III). These cells integrate and survive for over a year 
and acquire a fully mature post-natal human CNS neuronal 
phenotype (27). Strain 1716 Was then inoculated at the same 
stereotactic site 6 Weeks post-implantation. The grafts Were 
identi?ed and distinguished from mouse cells by using 
human speci?c (MOC1 and RMO301) and mouse speci?c 
(RMO93) antibodies to neural cell adhesion molecule 
(MOC1) or neuro?lament proteins (RMO301, RMO93). In 
contrast to NT2 tumors, these long-term NT2N transplants 
Were non-permissive for strain 1716 replication as evidenced 
by lack of immunohistochemical staining for viral antigens at 
days 1,3,5,7,9,21 and 50 post-viral inoculation. 

Example 9 

HSV Strain 1716 Induces A Non-Apoptotic Death In 
NT2 Tumor Cells 

Sections of tumor from a selected group of strain 1716 
infected mice and uninfected tumor controls Were prepared 
for EM analysis to characterise the mode of cell death in the 
NT2 cell tumors. The infected cells on H&E staining had the 
characteristics typical of HSV infected cells (FIG. 5F).V“1ral 
assembly domains can be seen in the nucleus of infected cells. 
There Was no evidence for an apoptotic mechanism of cell 
death in the virally infected tumor cells by EM (FIG. 7). 
Tumor cells With viral particles shoWed the fragmentation 
and dissolution of nuclei and organelles as Well as condensed 
and marginated DNA. Terminal deoxynucleotidyl transferase 
(TdT)dUTP-biotin nick end labeling (TUNEL) and DNA gel 
electrophoresis studies did not shoW evidence of DNA frag 
mentation indicative of apoptosis (data not shoWn). Taken 
together, these ?ndings indicate that strain 1716 induces the 
characteristic lytic infection in the NT2 cells in vitro and in 
vivo. 

Example 10 

Long-term Survival of HSV Strain 1716 Treated 
Tumor-Bearing Mice 

Based on the results of the studies described above, We 
analysed the survival of a cohort of tumor-bearing mice that 
Were or Were not treated With virus (Table 2, Studies V and 
VI). This also enabled us to assess the long-term conse 
quences of treatment With strain 1716 (see beloW). TWenty 
mice Were inoculated With 3><106 NT2 cells and several days 
later mice Were split into tWo groups. Control mice received 
culture medium and treated mice received 5><106 PFU of 
strain 1716. In the ?rst survival experiment (Table 2, Study V) 
virus treatment Was given at 12 days post-tumor cell inocu 
lation. There Was only 1 (10%) long-term survivor in this 
group and there Was no signi?cant difference in survival 
betWeen control (Study VA) and treated (Study VB) animals 
(p:0.63, FIG. 8A). Histological examination of some control 
and treated animals shoWed that virus Was replicating in the 
tumor. In the treated animals it appears that the tumor had 
already groWn and spread to such a siZe that one virus treat 










