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T0v all whom it ‘may concern.- I 

Be it known that I, WILLIs G. YOUNG, a citi 
zen of the United States, residing at Dayton, 
in the county of Montgomery and State of 
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Postal Folders, &c.; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, . 
such as, will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to what I shall desig 

mate a “postal folder;” and it consists of cer 
tain novel features.of._construction and ar 
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter 
fully described and claimed. , 
' The prime object of my invention is to pro 
vide a simple cheap (though efficient) form 
of folder which may be employed as arvalu 
able mail article, inasmuch as it not only sub; 
serves the purpose of an ordinary folder, 
the inner side of which may be‘ printed, but 
also serves asan envelop or package-holder, 
and ‘in addition may be used as a postal card 
and as a carrier of a return or prepaid postal 
card, envelop, _&c. . . _ , 

Other objects and advantages will be here 
inafter fully speci?ed, reference being had to v 
the accompanying drawings, which are made 
a part of this application, and in which‘—_ 

Figure 1 shows a‘ perspective view ofmy 
invention complete in an ‘open position. Fig. 

‘ 2 shows the same construction presented in 
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Fig. 1 in a partly-folded condition. Fig. 3 
shows my‘folder in a completely-folded 'con 
dition ready to be addressed and mailed on 
the under side. 'Fig. 4: is a detail view show-I 
ing method of attaching the metal clasp, 
while Fig. 5 is a central sectional view of Fig. 
4. Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken through 
the metal clasp and interposed or secured 
edges of my folder. Fig. 7 shows a plan view 
of my folder having a plurality of added see 

I‘ tions and showing ‘the position of the slit 
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ready to receive the free edge of the flap 2.v 
Fig. 8 shows another form of metal clasp for 
the fastener. , ' 

The various details and cooperating fea 
tures of my invention will for convenience be 
referred to by designating-numerals, the same 
numeralapplying to a similar part in ‘all the 
views. 

In carrying out my invention I provide the 
body portion 1 having upon one side the se 
curing ?ap or member 2, while the other side 

may be continued, soas to provide a. plurality 
of folding sections, though in Figs. 1, 2, and 
3 I have shown but one ‘section, as indicated 
by the numeral 3. In Fig. 7, however, I have 
shown the section 3 as joined to the continua 
tion or section 4, which in turn is followed by 
the section 5,‘ it being understood that these 
sections may be increased or multiplied in 
number as‘ desired, the object being to fold 
said sections upon each other, and thereby dis 
pose all of them within the folder, when the 
latter is ready for mailing. ‘ ~ 
When all of the parts shall have been prop 

erly folded together and the ?ap-section 2 en 
tered into the slit 6, .it'is obvious that it will 
.be reliably held in place against casual with 
drawal. After the parts are thus folded to 
gether and the free edge of the ?ap 2 secured 
in the manner stated the alined ends or. edges 
of the several sections and also the ends of 
the ?ap-section 2 are securely locked together 
by bending the metal clasp or locking mem 
bers 7, there being one or more on the paral 
lel edges, said metal ‘clasps being reliably an 

55 

60 

70 

chored in their operative position in any de- ~ 
sired way, preferably by means of the pecul 
iar construction described by me in my Let- _ 
ters Patent of the United States, No. 709,386‘, 
dated September. ‘16, 1902. , V > 

By reference to Fig. 4 it will be observed 
‘that the. four anchoring points or terminals 9 
are struck down out of the paper or material 
forming the folder, said anchoring - points 
making the necessary opening in the material 
and then‘ being bent back upon a contiguous 
part of the body of the clasp‘ itself, thereby‘ 
insuring ‘that said points will be disposed in_ 
a clenched position and hold the contiguous 
parts of theedgesof the aperture‘formed in 
said material. - 

By the arrangement herein described and 

vided a folder and a three-point securing de 
vice or‘ devices, the two or more metal clasps 
reliably engaging the parallel edges of the 
approximated sections, while the‘free edge of 
the ?ap 2 forms the third securing-point when 
'it enters the slit 6. ~ 

It is obvious that the last section carried by 
the section 2 may beprinted as a return pos 
tal prepaid or otherwise, leaving the sections 
intermediate to be used for printed or writ 
ten matter, thus affording means for securing 
a reply without subjecting the person making 
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illustrated it will be observed that I have pro-. v3 ’ 
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the reply to any expense if a prepard card is 
‘used. Furthermore, it is obvious that I have 
provided a safety form of receptacle or en 
velop, inasmuch as it may be employed for 
sending any light contents~as samples, seeds, 
&c.——while at the same time the interior of the 
folder and, in fact, both sides of the attached 
sections may be used for printed or written 
matter. - 

The edges of the ?ap 2 contiguous to the 
metal clasp 7 may be provided with a small 
slit extending longitudinally with the folder, 
so that the said clasp may be bent to enter 
the same. In some instances the clasp 7 may 
be slit longitudinally at its free end, whereby 
one portion thereof may be bent in one di 
rection, while the remaining portion is bent 
in an opposite direction, this form of con 
struction for the clasp 7 being fully shown in 
Fig. 8 and useful for engaging the approxi 
mated parts or folds lying upon opposite sides 
vof the body-section 1 or the fold carrying the 
clasp. 
While I have hereinbefore stated that the 

section or fold adjacent to the body portion 1 
should be provided with the slit 6, it will be 
clear that said slit may be located in the last 
section or fold—as, for instance, in the sec 
tion 5 (shown in Fig. 7)—it being understood 
that any desired number of intermediate sec 
tions may be employed to meet all possible 
requirements. If the slit 6 is placed upon 
the last section or fold, the intermediate folds 
may be disposed upon each other or folded in 
the bellows-fold when the tongue-section 2 is 
brought over the edges of said intermediate 
sections, whereby the extreme edge of the 
flap 2 may be readily introduced into the slit 
in the last fold. It will be further apparent 
that the securing device 7 may be anchored 
to any of the intermediate sections or folds 
or may be carried by the last fold or by 
the body-section 1, as shown in the draw 
ings; but if the clasp is located upon or car 
ried by any of the intermediate folds or sec 
tions then I prefer to employ that form of 
clasp shown in Fig. 8, wherein it will be ob 
served that the free end thereof is split longi 
tudinally or bifurcated to provide the branches 
11 and 12, one branch being bent in one direc 
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tion, while the other branch is bent in a dia 
metrically opposite direction, each of said 
branches being clenched down upon the inter 
posed sections or folds, and while the con 
struction of this form of clasp and the man 
ner of using the same have thus been made 
clearly apparent by reference to Fig. 8 of the 
drawings further description is dispensed 
with. 

Believing that the advantages and manner 
of using my improved postal folder have thus 
been made clearly apparent, further descrip 
tion is deemed unnecessary, and, 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is— 

1. As a new article of manufacture, a mail 
ing-folder having a body portion 1 provided 
upon one side with a securing ?ap or tongue 
and upon the other side an anchoring-section 
having a slit 6 ,to receive the free end of said 
tongue in combination with securing devices 
carried by each end of the body portions and 
adapted to fit over and engage the contiguous 
edges of the approximated folded parts, the 
free ends thereof taking into suitable slits 10, 
adapted to cooperate with said securing de 
vices formed in the edge of one of the folds 
whereby the parts thus engaged will be held 
from buckling,,as set forth. 

2. In a folder of the character speci?ed a 
body portion 1, having upon one edge a flap 
2 provided with a slit 10 at each end, said body 
having upon the other edge a continuous ex 
tension adapted to be folded into one or more 
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folds corresponding to and disposed upon one - 
or both sides of said body; and a clasp carried 
by each edge of said body, the ends of each 
clasp being split whereby one portion may be 
bent to enter the slit 10 in the contiguous end 
of the ?ap 2, while the other part is bent in 
an opposite direction to engage the fold or 
folds disposed upon the on ter side of said body 
substantially as set forth. 

In testimony whereofI a?ix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

\VILLIS G. YOUNG. 
Witnesses: 

CALVIN O. ROBERTS, 
H. E. WISE. 


