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NETWORK AND METHOD FOR SETTING A 
TIME-BASE OF A NODE IN THE NETWORK 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a network, a node for in a network, 
a time-base controller, a kit of parts, an apparatus, a method 
for setting a time-base and a computer program product 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In communication networks, such as computer networks or 
other data communication networks, accurate timing is often 
required, for example to facilitate event synchronization and 
data correlation. Typically, the nodes in the network include 
an internal clock which provides a local time-base. In theory, 
if two internal clocks are initially set to a common time-base 
and their frequency sources are running at exactly the same 
rate, they would remain synchronized. In practice, however, 
clocks are set with limited precision, frequency sources run at 
different rates due to initial manufacturing tolerance, changes 
in temperature or pressure, and aging. Because of these inher 
ent instabilities, a repeated synchronization may be used to 
maintain a correspondence between the local time-bases of 
the nodes in the network. 

To set the nodes in the network to a common time-base, so 
called ‘master-slave synchronisation’ is known. In a master 
slave synchronisation system, the nodes are connected to a 
common source. The common source provides a common 

time-base to the nodes, and hence operates as a master, 
whereas the nodes set their internal time-base to the received 
common time-base and hence act as slaves. However, a dis 
advantage of such a synchronisation is that in case the com 
mon source fails, the nodes will not be synchronised. 

For example, International Patent Application WO 2005/ 
1 19951 discloses a method for establishing a global time base 
in a timed communications system comprising several sub 
scribers. One of the subscribers of the communications sys 
tem is de?ned as the time master, with which the remaining 
subscribers are synchronised. One or more additional sub 
scribers are de?ned as a substitute time master. Firstly, an 
attempt is made to synchronise all subscribers of the commu 
nications system with the primary time master. If the attempt 
fails, a next respective substitute time master in a predeter 
mined sequence is selected and an attempt is made to syn 
chronise all subscribers of the communications system with 
the selected substitute time master. However, a disadvantage 
of this master system is that while the synchronisation to the 
primary time master or the substitute time master may suc 
ceed, an error in the time base provided by the master will 
cause a malfunction of the timing in the network. 

United States Patent Application Publication US 2005/ 
005469 discloses a network with a master-slave con?gura 
tion. Timers of a plurality of slave units are synchronized with 
a timer of the master unit. The network includes a middle 
hierarchical plane of units which act as slaves for the master 
unit, and are hence synchronised to the master unit, and as 
masters for the slave units. The slaves units are synchronised 
to the timer of a respective unit in this middle hierarchical 
plane to which they are connected, and hence indirectly to the 
master unit. However, a disadvantage of the system disclosed 
in this document is that in case the master unit fails, the entire 
timing in the network fails. 
ERIKSON C ET AL: “A communication prolocolfor hard 

and so? real-time systems”, REAL-TIME SYSTEMS, 1996, 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE EIGHTH EUROMICRO WORK 
SHOP ON L’AQUILA, ITALY 12-14 Jun. 1996, LOS 
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2 
ALAMITOS, Calif., USA, IEEE COMPUT. SOC, US, 12 
Jun. 1996, pages 187-192, discloses a data communication 
system with a rotating master unit, that is during a ?rst period 
of time a ?rst unit acts as a master for the nodes in the system 
and during a second period of time succeeding the ?rst period 
of time, a second acts as a master for the nodes in the system. 
However, a disadvantage of the system disclosed in this docu 
ment is that in case the unit acting as master for the respective 
period of time fails, the entire timing in the network fails. 

Accordingly, a common disadvantage of the prior art sys 
tems described above is that in case the master unit fails, the 
nodes will not be synchronised. 
As an alternative to the master-slave synchronisation, so 

called ‘distributed synchronisation’ is known, for example 
from US. Pat. No. 5,694,542. In a network with distributed 
synchronisation, the nodes exchange timing information. 
Each node determines a time-base from the timing informa 
tion received from the other nodes and adjusts its internal 
clock to the determined time-base. However, distributed syn 
chronisation requires complex algorithms to determine the 
time-base. Furthermore, each node requires a synchronisa 
tion unit which can determine the time-base. Accordingly, a 
disadvantage of distributed synchronisation is that it is com 
plex and requires a large amount of resources. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a network, a node for in a 
network, a time-base controller, a kit of parts, an apparatus, a 
method for controlling a time-base and a computer program 
product as described in the accompanying claims. 

Speci?c embodiments of the invention are set forth in the 
dependent claims. 

These and other aspects of the invention will be apparent 
from and elucidated with reference to the examples of 
embodiments described hereinafter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Further details, aspects and embodiments of the invention 
will be described, by way of example only, with reference to 
the drawings. 

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of an example of an embodi 
ment of a network. 

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of an example of an embodi 
ment of a second node. 

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of an example of an embodi 
ment of a ?rst node. 

FIG. 4 schematically a ?ow-chart of an example of a 
method for synchronising a second node. 

FIGS. 5-8 show examples of networks of ?rst and second 
nodes. 

FIG. 9 shows a schematic top-view of an example of a 
vehicle provided with an example of a network. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIG. 1, a data communication network 1 is 
shown which includes a ?rst sub-network 2 and a second 
sub-network 3. As shown in this example, the ?rst sub-net 
work 2 may for instance include one, two, or more than two 
?rst nodes 11,12. The second network 3 may include one or 
more second nodes 20. (In the example, two nodes 20 are 
shown, however it will be apparent that another number may 
likewise be present.) The network 1 may have any suitable 
topology and the ?rst node(s) 11,12 and the second node(s) 20 
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may be connected to each other in any suitable manner. For 
instance, as shown in FIG. 1, the ?rst nodes 11 may be 
connected to a bus 14 With respective communication ports 
110,120 and the second node 20 may, for example, be con 
nected to the bus 14 With a communication port 200. HoW 
ever, the nodes 11,12,20 may be connected to each other via 
other types of connections. 

In the example of FIG. 1, the nodes of the ?rst sub-network 
2 and the second sub-network 3 are shoWn spatially separated 
from each other. HoWever, the ?rst sub-network 2 and the 
second sub-network 3 may have a spatial overlap. For 
example, the ?rst nodes 11,12 and the second nodes 20 may 
be positioned in an interdigitated arrangement and/or ?rst 
nodes 11,12 may be present at the same location as second 
nodes 20. It should be noted that the term ‘node’ as used in this 
application at least refers to any arrangement, including one 
or more elements, in a data communication netWork Which 
provides netWork related functions and is administered as an 
entity in the netWork. A node may for example include a 
general purpose computer, a router, a sWitch, a bridge or other 
type of node. 

The ?rst nodes 11,12 may be of a different type than the 
second nodes 20 and/ or the ?rst sub-network 2 may be com 
pliant With one or more standards Which are different from 
one or more of the standards to Which the second sub -netWork 
3 complies. For instance, one or more of the ?rst nodes 11,12 
may be a node as de?ned in the FlexRay standard and/ or one 
or more of the second nodes 20 may for example be a node 
Which supports only parts of the FlexRay standard. HoWever, 
it Will be apparent that the invention is not limited thereto and 
that one or more of the nodes 11,12 in the ?rst sub-network 2 
and/ or one or more of the nodes 20 in the second sub -netWork 
3 may be other types of physical nodes or logical nodes. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1, the ?rst sub-network 2 may include 

tWo or more master clocks 112,122, and a synchronisation 
system 13 Which is connected to the master clocks 112,122. 
The synchronisation system 13 can determine a time-base for 
the master clocks 112,122 and control the master clocks 112, 
122 according to said determined time-base. Thereby, the 
clocks 112,122 can be synchronised to the determined time 
base and hence to each other. As shoWn in the example of FIG. 
1, the master clocks 112,122 may be provided in different ?rst 
nodes 11,12 and the synchronisation system 13 may include 
synchronisation units 113 in different ?rst nodes 11,12. HoW 
ever, it is also possible that a node 11,12 includes tWo or more 
master clocks 112,122. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1, the second sub-network 3 may be 

connected to the ?rst sub-network 2 and may include one or 
more slave clocks 22. In the example of FIG. 1, for instance, 
tWo slave clocks 22 are shoWn, each present in a different 
second node 20. HoWever, it is also possible that one or more 
of the second nodes 20 each include tWo or more slave clocks 
22. As is explained beloW in more detail, the slave clocks 22 
may be connected to a slave clock time-base controller 21. 
The slave clock time-base controller 21 may control the time 
base of the slave clock 22 based on time information from a 
single selected master clock 112. Thereby, the slave clock 
time-base controller 21 does not need to have a complex 
synchronisation system to determine the time-base suitable to 
synchronise the second clock 22, and accordingly the slave 
clock time-base controller 21 may be of a relatively simple 
design. Furthermore, the time-base of the second clock 22 
may be controlled in a reliable manner. 

The slave clock time-base controller 21 may be imple 
mented in any manner suitable for the speci?c implementa 
tion. 
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4 
The slave clock time-base controller 21 may for example 

be connected to the slave clock 22, and control the slave clock 
22 based on the time-base information from the selected 
master clock 112. As shoWn in the example of FIG. 2, the 
slave clock time-base controller 21 may for instance be con 
nected With a controller output 210 to a control input 220 of 
the slave clock 22, via Which a clock control signal may be 
outputted to the slave clock 22. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the slave 
clock time-base controller 21 may for example form part of a 
second node 20 Which further includes the slave clock 22 to 
Which the slave clock time-base controller 21 is connected. 
The slave clock time-base controller 21 may control the 

slave clock 22 in any manner suitable for the speci?c imple 
mentation. The slave clock time-base controller 21 may for 
instance include a clock controller 23 . As shoWn in FIG. 2, the 
clock controller 23 may be connected With a ?rst controller 
input 230 to an input 201 of the second node 20 (Which in turn 
may be connected to a selected ?rst node 11). A second 
controller input 231 may be connected to another input 202 of 
the second node 20. A clock controller output 232 may be 
connected to the control input 220 of the slave clock 22. 
The clock controller 23 may receive, via the controller 

input 230 or 231, the time information from the selected 
master clock 112, for example from the synchronisation units 
113 in the ?rst node 11 to Which the selected master clock 112 
belongs, from hereon referred to as the selected ?rst node 11. 
The clock controller 23 may compare the time-state of the 
slave clock 22 With the received time information. Based on 
the comparison, the clock controller 23 may adjust one or 
more parameters of the slave clock 22, via the controller 
output 232. 
The time information from the master clock(s) 112,122 

may be transmitted to the slave clock time-base controller 21 
in any suitable manner. For instance, each of the ?rst nodes 
11,12 in the ?rst sub-network 2 may transmit data represent 
ing information about the time-base, such as the phase and 
frequency thereof, of one or more of the master clocks 112, 
122 used by the respective ?rst node 11,12. The data may for 
example include the current time indicated by the local clock 
(s) 112 of the respective ?rst node 11. For instance, the ?rst 
nodes 11,12 may transmit clock data representing a current 
state of the master clock(s) 112,122 used by the respective 
node to other ?rst nodes 11,12. The ?rst nodes 11,12 may 
further send the clock data to the second nodes 20. The ?rst 
nodes 11,12 may, for example, transmit a broadcast message 
to the nodes 11,12,20 in the netWork 1. The broadcast mes 
sage may includes the current time indicated by the local 
clock(s) 112 of the respective ?rst node 11. HoWever, the ?rst 
nodes 11,12 may transmit the information in any suitable 
manner. 

The slave clock controller 21 may for example be con 
nected to the ?rst nodes 11,12 in such a manner that the slave 
clock controller 21 can receive messages from the ?rst nodes 
11,12 and process the messages originating from one or more 
of the ?rst nodes 11,12. The slave clock controller 21 may set 
the time-base of the slave clock 22 in accordance With the 
time-base indicated by the message corresponding to the 
selected master clock 11. For instance, the ?rst nodes 11,12 
may broadcast respective messages to the nodes 11,12,20 in 
the netWork 1. The slave clock controller 21 may then select 
the messages Which originate from the selected ?rst node 11, 
for example based on the netWork address of the selected ?rst 
node 11. The broadcast message may for example include the 
current time indicated by the respective master clock(s) 112 
or another parameter suitable to control the time-base. The 
?rst nodes 11,12 may also, or alternatively, transmit the mes 
sage in another manner and for example transmit the mes sage 
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only to a selected number of nodes 11,12 and 20 in the 
network 1, eg by transmitting the message to a speci?ed 
address in the network 1. 

For instance, the clock controller 23 may set the time 
and/or clock rate of the slave clock 22 to a time-stamp 
included in a message, e. g. originating from the selected ?rst 
node 11, received at the respective input 201,202 of the sec 
ond node 20. The time stamp may for example include values 
for the frequency (or rate) and/or the phase (or offset) of the 
selected master clock 112. The frequency (or rate) and/ or the 
phase (or offset) of the slave clock 22 may then be set to the 
values in the time-stamp. The clock controller 23 may also 
perform a correction to the time-stamp. The correction may 
for example take into account the delay betWeen the genera 
tion of the values and the reception by the clock controller 23. 

The selected master clock 112 may be selected in any 
manner suitable for the speci?c implementation. For 
example, the slave clock time-base controller 21 may be 
precon?gured, prior to operation of the slave clock time-base 
controller 21, to select, as the selected master clock 112, a 
pre-selected one of the master clocks 112,122. For instance, 
the slave clock controller 23 may include a memory in Which 
a predetermined netWork address of the node 11 With the 
select master clock 122 is pre-stored. The slave clock con 
troller 23 may then, for example, receive time information 
from the other ?rst nodes 11,12 in the netWork 1, but only use 
the messages originating from the node corresponding to the 
pre-stored address. 

Alternatively, the slave clock time-base controller 21 may 
be con?gured to dynamically select the selected master clock 
112, for example based on the received time information. In 
the example of FIG. 2, the clock controller 23 may for 
example determine Which master clock 11,12 is selected, for 
instance from address information in messages containing the 
time-information received from the respective ?rst nodes 
11,12. The clock controller 23 may then control the slave 
clock 22 in accordance With the time information from the 
thus selected master clock. 

The clock controller 23 may also determine the reliability 
of the time information received from a master clock, eg 
from the selected master clock. For example, the clock con 
troller 23 may determine the difference in time indicated by 
the time information from tWo or more master clocks and 
compare this difference With a threshold value or other suit 
able criterion. In case the difference exceeds the threshold, 
the clock controller 23 may initiate an action, such as a 
reselection of the master clock, a change of the mode of the 
slave node into receiving only, a termination of the synchro 
nisation of the slave clock to the master clock, or another 
suitable action. 
The slave clock time-base controller 21 may for example 

select the selected master clock based on the received time 
information in any manner suitable for the speci?c imple 
mentation. In the example of FIG. 2, for instance, each of the 
second node inputs 201,202 may be connected to a respective 
one of the ?rst nodes 11,12. (In the folloWing, the term ‘con 
nected to a ?rst node’ is used for sake of clarity and briefness. 
HoWever, it Will be apparent that this may be any (direct or 
indirect) connection to a source of timing information from a 
(selected) master clock.) The slave clock time-base controller 
21 can receive time information from the different ?rst nodes 
11,12 via the inputs 201,202. The slave clock time-base con 
troller 21 may for example be con?gured to select, as the 
selected master clock 112, a master clock from Which the time 
information is received ?rst. For instance, the slave clock 
time-base controller 21 may select as the selected master 
clock, the master clock 112 corresponding to the ?rst time 
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6 
information received by the slave clock time-base controller 
21 after a triggering event, such as a start-up of the second 
node 20 or a re-initialiZation of the slave clock time base. 
The slave clock time-base controller 21 may be con?gured 

to control an operational mode of a unit, such as the second 
node 20, Which includes one or more of the slave clocks 22. 
As shoWn in FIG. 2, the slave clock time-base controller 21 

may for example include a mode controller 26 Which can 
control the operational mode of other components in the 
second node 20, such as of one or more processors 27 or the 
slave clock controller 23. In the example of FIG. 2, for 
instance, a processor 27 is connected With a clock input 270 to 
the slave clock 22. A mode control input 271 of the processor 
27 is connected to a control output 262 of the mode controller 
26. The mode controller 26 can control the mode of the 
processor 27, and for example sWitch the processor 27 from a 
transmitting mode in Which the processor 27 can transmit 
data to other nodes in the netWork 1 to a non-transmitting 
mode in Which the processor 27 cannot transmit data. The 
processor 27 may for example, in the non-transmitting mode, 
still be able to process data received from other nodes in the 
netWork 1. 
The slave clock time-base controller 21 may for instance be 

con?gured to change the operation mode When a period of 
time exceeding a threshold value has elapsed after the last 
time the time information has been received. Thereby, for 
example, it may be prevented that the second node 20 oper 
ates With an unreliable time base. In the example of FIG. 2, for 
instance, an input 260 of the mode controller 26 is connected 
to a timer 24. The timer 24 may indicate the period of time 
lapsed after the last reception of time information, eg of a 
time message from the selected master node. The mode con 
troller may reset the timer each time the time information 
from the selected master clock 112 is received. The mode 
controller 26 may compare the lapsed period of time indi 
cated by the timer 24 With a time-out threshold value. The 
time-out threshold value may for instance be set to a value 
corresponding to the time interval betWeen successive time 
information messages from a source of the time information 
Which periodically transmits the time information. The mode 
controller 26 may sWitch the respective components, such as 
the processor 27 and/or the clock controller 23 to another 
mode, such as the non-transmitting mode, When the period 
indicated by the timer 23 exceeds the time-out threshold 
value. The mode controller 26 may for instance sWitch the 
processor 27 to the non-transmitting mode and sWitch the 
slave clock controller 23 to a time-base selection mode in 
Which the slave clock controller 23 selects a suitable master 
clock, for example by selecting the master clock from Which 
time-information is received the ?rst after the slave clock 
controller 23 has been put in the selection mode. 

FIG. 4 schematically shoWs a How chart of an example of 
a method Which may be performed. As shoWn in FIG. 4, after 
an initialisation step 400, it may be determined, as illustrated 
With decision block 401, Whether or not a message containing 
time-information about a time-base of a master clock has 
been received. When no such message is received, decision 
block 401 may be performed again. When a message has been 
received, as illustrated With decision block 402, it may be 
determined Whether or not the message is syntactically cor 
rect. When the message is syntactically incorrect, as indicated 
With the arroWs, the How is returned to decision block 401 
again. When the message is correct, the master clock 112 to 
Which the time-information relates may be selected as the 
selected master clock, as indicated With block 403 in FIG. 4. 
The time base TB of the slave clock may then be set to the 
time-base indicated in the message, as indicated With block 
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404 in FIG. 4. If, as indicated with block 405 in FIG. 4, a 
time-out period has elapsed after reception of the message, 
transmission of data by the second node 20 to which the slave 
clock 22 belongs may be inhibited, as is shown with block 
406. Thereafter, the ?ow is returned to the decision block 401. 

The synchronisation system 13 may be implemented in any 
manner suitable for the speci?c implementation. As for 
example shown in FIG. 6, the synchronisation system 13 may 
be implemented as separate from but, directly or indirectly, 
connected to the ?rst nodes 11,12. 
As shown in FIGS. 1, 5 and 6 the synchronisation system 

13 may use information about the current time-base of the 
master clocks 112,122 to determine the time-base for the 
master clocks 112,122. For example, as indicated in FIG. 6 
with the two-way arrows, the synchronisation system 13 may 
receive data about the current time-base from the respective 
nodes 11 and transmit data representing the determined time 
base to the nodes 11 in which the respective master clock 
112,122 is present. The synchronisation system 13 may for 
instance determine a common time-base from information 

about the master clocks 112. The synchronisation system 13 
may be connected to the master clocks 112 and receive clock 
data which represents the information about the master clocks 
112. As shown in FIG. 1, the network 1 may for example 
include two or more ?rst nodes 11,12 connected to the syn 
chronisation system 13 and which are able to transmit clock 
data to the synchronisation system 13. The synchronisation 
system 13 may determine the common time-base from the 
clock data received from the respective ?rst nodes 11,12. The 
synchronisation system 13 may further control the master 
clocks 112,122 based on the determined common time-base. 
For example, the master clocks 112,122 may be synchronised 
by the synchronisation system 13 according to the determined 
common time-base. Thereby, a current time-base of a master 

clock 112 may be deemed to be the common time-base, 
because the master clock 112 is synchronized. 

The synchronisation system 13 may be con?gured to deter 
mine the common time-base without using the time-base of 
one or more of the slave clocks 22. The synchronisation 
system 13 may be inhibited from using a time-base of the 
slave clock 22 of one, or more than one, or all the second 
nodes 20 to determine said common time-base in any suitable 
manner. For instance, in the example of FIG. 1, the second 
clocks 22 may be connected to the bus 14, via the slave clock 
time-base controller 21, only to receive the time-base infor 
mation via the network 1 and be inhibited from transmitting 
information to the synchronisation system. Accordingly, the 
synchronisation system 13 may be arranged to determine the 
common time-base without, at least partially, using the time 
base of one or more of the slave clocks 22. Thereby, the slave 
clocks 22 can be prevented from affecting the common time 
base and accordingly from affecting the synchronisation of 
the ?rst nodes 11,12. For instance, the synchronisation sys 
tem 13 may be con?gured to use time-base data from a set of 
selected nodes only, which set excludes the second nodes 20 
present in the network 1. The inhibited slave clocks 22 may 
for example be present in second node(s) 20 which are of a 
less reliable type or be less critical to the network 1. For 
instance, in case the accuracy of the slave clocks 22 is less 
than the accuracy of the master clocks 112,122, the respective 
slave clocks 22 may be inhibited. Thereby, the accuracy of the 
common time-base may be increased. Also, in case the sec 
ond nodes 20 have a relatively high risk of failure, the slave 
clocks 22 in these second nodes may be inhibited. Thereby, 
the chance that a break down of a node affects the synchro 
nisation may be reduced. 
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8 
As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 5, the synchronisation system 

13 may, for example, include a separate synchronisation unit 
113,123 connected to a respective master clock 112,122. The 
synchronisation unit 113,123 may for example be present in 
the same ?rst node 11,12 as the respective master clock 112, 
122. Each of the ?rst nodes 11,12 may be able to transmit 
clock data to one or more of the other ?rst nodes 11,12. The 
synchronisation unit 113,123 in the respective receiving ?rst 
node 11,12 may determine a common time-base from the thus 
received clock data from one or more of the other ?rst nodes 

11,12. The master clocks 112,122 of the ?rst nodes 11,12 in 
the network 1 may be synchronised by the respective syn 
chronisation unit 113 according to the determined common 
time-base. 
The ?rst nodes 11,12 may for example transmit to other 

?rst nodes 11,12 clock data representing a current state of the 
master clock(s) 112,122 belonging to the respective node. 
The ?rst nodes 11,12 may further send the clock data to the 
second nodes 20. The ?rst nodes 11,12 may e. g. as mentioned 
transmit a broadcast message to the nodes 11,12,20 in the 
network 1. The broadcast message may include the current 
time indicated by the local clock(s) 112 of the respective ?rst 
node 11. The synchronisation unit 113,123 in the respective 
receiving ?rst node 11,12 may then determine a common 
time-base from the data in the message. The synchronisation 
unit 113,123 in the respective receiving ?rst node 11,12 may 
for example determine an average of the current time indi 
cated in the received messages and use the average as the 
common time. However, the synchronisation unit 113,123 
may determine a common time in any manner suitable for the 
speci?c implementation. For instance, in case the ?rst nodes 
1 1,12 are compliant or compatible with the FlexRay standard, 
the synchronisation unit 113,123 may, for example, deter 
mine a common time in a manner compliant or compatible 
with the FlexRay standard. 
The master clocks 112,122 in the network 1 may be syn 

chronised by the respective synchronisation unit 113 accord 
ing to the determined common time-base. Thus, the master 
clock 112 may be, within a margin or error, similar to the 
common time-base and accordingly, the current time indi 
cated by a, synchronised, master clock 112 may be deemed to 
be the common time-base. The master clocks 112,122 may be 
synchronised by the respective synchronisation unit 113,123 
to the common time-base in any manner suitable for the 
speci?c implementation. For example, one or more other 
parameters of the master clock 112,122, such as frequency 
and/or phase, may be set by the respective synchronisation 
unit 113,123 to a value corresponding to the common-time 
base. For instance, the time of the master clock 112,122 may 
be set to a time-stamp included in a message received at the 
respective node 11,12. Also, for instance, the synchronisation 
of the master clocks 112,122 of the respective ?rst node 11,12 
may include comparing the state of the master clock 112,122 
with the determined common time-base, and adjusting one or 
more parameters of the master clock 112,122 when a prede 
termined adjustment criterion is satis?ed. For example, the 
time of the master clock 112,122 may be adjusted when the 
difference between the state of the respective master clock 
112,122 and the determined common time-base exceeds a 
predetermined adjustment criterion. 
The second sub -network 2 may include two or more second 

nodes 20. In such case, the second nodes 20 may have the 
same selected master clock 112. However, it is also possible 
that the second nodes 20 each have a different selected master 
clock 112. Thereby reliability of the second sub-network 3 
may be improved. 
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The second nodes 20 may for example include a selection 
unit Which determines the selected master clock 112 based on 
one or more suitable selection criteria. Thereby, the reliability 
may be improved since the second nodes 20 can select a 
suitable selected master clock 112 depending on the speci?c 
con?guration of the netWork 1 or conditions in the netWork 1. 
The selection unit may for example select the node 11 corre 
sponding to the selected master clock 112 during initialiZa 
tion and maintain the selection of the selected master clock 
112 during the entire operation. For example, the unit may 
select the ?rst nodes 11 from Which the second synchronisa 
tion data is received prior to the synchronisation. The selec 
tion unit may also dynamically select the node 11 during 
operation of the second node 20. 

Alternatively, the selection of the selected master clocks 
112,122 may, for example, be precon?gured prior to the 
operation of the respective second node 20. Thereby, the 
construction of the second node 20 may be of a relatively 
simple design. The second node 20 may for instance include 
a Writable or non-Writable memory (not shoWn in FIG. 1) in 
Which an identi?cation of the ?rst nodes 11 With the selected 
master clocks 112 is stored. The identi?cation may for 
example be stored during manufacturing or in an adaptive 
mode con?guring the node after manufacturing of the respec 
tive second node. Also, the memory may for example be a 
Writable memory Which can be Written before the second 
node 20 is connected to the netWork 1. Thereby, the second 
node 20 may be ?exible, since the memory can be con?gured 
to match the speci?c type of netWork 1, While the design of the 
second node 20 may remain relatively simple. 
The netWork 1 may include tWo or more slave clocks con 

trolled by one or more slave clock time-base controllers 21 
based on selected clock synchronisation data derived from 
time information of different selected master clocks 112. For 
instance, as shoWn in FIG. 7, some second nodes 201 . . . 203 
may have selected the master clock belonging to a ?rst node 
111 and some second nodes 204,205 may have selected the 
master clock belonging to another ?rst node 112. The ?rst 
nodes 111,112 may for example act as a gateWay to the ?rst 
sub-network 1 for the respective second nodes 201 . . . 203; 
204,205. Thereby, for example, the ?rst sub-network 1 and the 
second sub-network 2 may operate according to different 
netWork protocols. For example, the ?rst sub-network 1 may 
be fully compliant With the FlexRay standard, and the second 
sub-network 2 may be compatible, but not compliant With the 
FlexRay standard. 
As shoWn in FIG. 7, the second sub-network 2 may be 

physically separated from, but connected to the ?rst sub 
netWork 2, eg via the gate Way nodes 111,112. HoWever, as 
shoWn in the representation in FIG. 8 of an example of the 
physical topology of the netWork 1, the ?rst sub-network 2 
and the second sub-network 3 may share netWork resources 
and hence not be separated physically from each other. The 
sub-networks 2,3 may for example share the data communi 
cation connections betWeen the nodes 111,112,20l . . . 203; 

204,205. In such case, the second sub-network 3 may be 
regarded as a virtual sub-network. 

FIG. 3 schematically shoWs an example of a ?rst node 11 
suitable to be used in the example of a netWork 1 shoWn in 
FIG. 1. As shoWn in FIG. 3, the ?rst node 11 may include an 
master clock 112 Which can generate a clock signal. The ?rst 
node 11 may further include a processor 115 may be con 
nected With a clock input 1150 to an output 1120 of the master 
clock 112. At the output 1120 ofthe master clock 112, a clock 
signal may be outputted. The outputted clock signal can be 
used by the processor 115, for example to schedule or time the 
processing of data. The processor 115 may have a processor 
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input/output port (I/O) 1151 Which is connected to the com 
munication port 110. At the processor I/O 1151, the processor 
115 may, for example, output data to other nodes or receive 
data from other nodes, via the communication port 110 and 
the bus 14 for example. 
As shoWn in FIG. 3, the ?rst node 11 may include a syn 

chronisation unit 113 connectable to one or more other ?rst 
nodes 11,12 and connected to the master clock 112. The 
synchronisation unit 113 may receive timing information 
about the timing of one or more of the other ?rst nodes 11,12 
and determine a common time-base using the received timing 
information. The master clock 112 may subsequently be 
adjusted to the common time-base. For example, the synchro 
nisation unit 113 may adjust the master clock 112 When a 
difference betWeen the timing of the master clock 1 12 and the 
common time-base exceeds a threshold or set the state of the 
master clock 112 to the determined common time-base. In the 
example of FIG. 3, the synchronisation unit 113 is connected 
With a controller input 1130 to the synchronisation port 111. 
The synchronisation port 111 may be connected to the other 
?rst nodes 11,12. eg via the bus 14. In this example a sepa 
rate synchronisation port 111 is shoWn for illustrative pur 
poses. HoWever, it Will be apparent that the synchronisation 
port 111 and the communication port 110 may be the same. 
The synchronisation unit 113 can receive the timing informa 
tion from other ?rst nodes 11,12 the controller input 1131. 
The synchronisation unit 113 is connected With a controller 
output 1132 to a control input 1122 of the master clock 112. 
The synchronisation unit 113 can adjust the master clock 112 
based on the determined common time-base, by transmitting 
the clock control signal to the control input 1122. 
The ?rst node 11 may include, as shoWn in FIG. 3, a slave 

synchronisation unit 114. The slave synchronisation unit 114 
can generate a slave clock synchronisation signal based on the 
common time-base. In the example of FIG. 3, for instance, the 
slave synchronisation unit 114 is connected With an input 
1141 to a clock output 1121 ofthe master clock 112. The slave 
synchronisation unit 114 is connected With an output 1142 to 
the communication port 110 of the ?rst node 11. Timing 
information from the master clock contains information 
about the common-time base, since the master clock 112 is 
synchronised to the common time-base. The slave synchro 
nisation unit 114 can receive timing information from the 
master clock 112, and hence information about the common 
time-base, to generate the slave synchronisation signal. For 
example, the slave synchronisation unit 114 may transmit to 
at least the second nodes 20 a slave clock synchronisation 
signal Which includes the time of the master clock 112. 

In this example a slave synchronisation unit 114 is shoWn 
for illustrative purposes. HoWever, it Will be apparent that the 
node 11 may include a unit Which simultaneously synchro 
nises master clock 112 and outputs a synchronisation signal 
to the second nodes 20, for example by simultaneously trans 
mitting a determined common time base to the master clock 
112 and the slave clocks 22. 
The netWork 1 may be any type of netWork suitable for the 

speci?c implementation. For example, the netWork may be 
used to control and/ or monitor an aspect of the operation of 
one or more apparatuses. For example, one or more of the 
nodes in the netWork 1 may be control nodes that control or 
monitor aspects of the operation of an apparatus, such as a 
vehicle, a robot or other type of apparatus. For instance, the 
?rst nodes 11 may control or monitor aspects Which require a 
high reliability, and the second nodes 20 may control or 
monitor aspects Which require a loWer reliability. The ?rst 
nodes 11 may for example required for operation of the appa 
ratus and the second nodes may control aspects that, When not 
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controlled, Will not result in a failure of the overall apparatus. 
For example, the network 1 may be part of a braking system 
and the ?rst node may e. g. control the breaking pedal Whereas 
the second nodes may each control the brake on a Wheel. 
Accordingly, if one of these second nodes fails the Whole 
system is still Working Whereas if the ?rst node is not Working 
the Whole breaking system Will not function at all. The ?rst 
nodes 11 may for example be controlling an airbag system, a 
braking system, a seat belt or be part of an air tra?ic control 
system, a ?y-by-Wire system, a life support system or form a 
central control node in a control system. The second nodes 
may for example be not-safety critical and for example con 
trol the opening of locks or monitor the pressure in a tyre. 

For instance, FIG. 9 shoWs an example of vehicle 300 
provided With safety-critical nodes. The example shoWn in 
FIG. 9 includes an engine 302. An engine control node 313 is 
present Which can control and monitor the engine 302. The 
vehicle further has break control nodes 314 Which can control 
and monitor the breaks 301. The vehicle 300 further has door 
lock control nodes 312 Which can actuate the locking and 
unlocking of doors 303 of the vehicle 300. The nodes 312-314 
are connected to a control node 311 via a connection 315. At 

the human control node 311, data can be inputted by a driver 
of the vehicle, for example by pressing With his or hers foot on 
a pedal, to control operation of second nodes 20. It Will be 
apparent that When the human control node 3 11, e. g. the brake 
pedal, fails this may lead to in death or serious injury to people 
and/or loss or severe damage to the vehicle, Whereas if the 
door lock control nodes 312 or the engine control node 313 
does not function, the consequences are less serious. Accord 
ingly, the human control node 311 may be implemented as a 
?rst node and the door lock control nodes 312 as second 
nodes. 

The invention may be implemented as a kit of parts. The kit 
may be provided as a set of separate components Which can be 
connected to each other to assemble, for example a time-base 
controller or to assemble a ?rst node or a second node. The 

invention may also be implemented in a computer program 
for running on a computer system, at least may include code 
portions for performing steps of a method according to the 
invention When run on a programmable apparatus, such as a 
computer system or enabling a programmable apparatus to 
perform functions of a device or system according to the 
invention. Such a computer program may be provided on a 
data carrier, such as a CD-ROM or diskette, stored With data 
loadable in a memory of a computer system, the data repre 
senting the computer program. The data carrier may further 
be a data connection, such as a cable or a Wireless connection. 

In the foregoing speci?cation, the invention has been 
described With reference to speci?c examples of embodi 
ments of the invention. It Will, hoWever, be evident that vari 
ous modi?cations and changes may be made therein Without 
departing from the broader spirit and scope of the invention as 
set forth in the appended claims. For example, the netWork 
may be used to control an apparatus, and for example include 
an industrial control system of form part of a manufacturing 
system. Also, the netWork may be compliant or compatible 
With one or more standards in the group consisting of: 
FlexRay, Time Triggered Protocol/Class C (TTP/C), time 
triggered communication on CAN (ControllerArea NetWork) 
protocol (TTCAN). 

Furthermore, the connections may be an type of connection 
suitable to transfer signals from or to the respective nodes, 
units or devices. The connections may for example be direc 
tion connections or indirect connections. Furthermore, the 
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clocks 11,12,20 may, for example, be implemented as an 
internal clock of a node or as an external clock connected to a 

node. 
Also, the invention is not limited to physical devices or 

units implemented in non-programmable hardWare but can 
also be applied in programmable devices or units able to 
perform the desired device functions by operating in accor 
dance With suitable program code. Furthermore, the devices 
may be physically distributed over a number of apparatuses, 
While functionally operating as a single device. For example, 
the second node 20 may be composed of separate compo 
nents, e.g. integrated circuits, connected to each other to 
cooperate as the second node 20. 

Also, devices, units or components functionally forming 
separate devices, units or components may be integrated in a 
single physical device. For example, in FIG. 2 tWo separate 
second node inputs 201,202 are shoWn for illustrative pur 
poses. HoWever, the second node 20 may have a single physi 
cal node input connected to eg a netWork module Which 
separates signals from different ?rst nodes 11, eg based on 
the netWork address from Which the respective signals origi 
nate. Also, for example, the clock controller 23 and/or the 
state controller 24 and/or the memory 25 and/or the mode 
controller 26 may be implemented as a single integrated 
circuit. 

HoWever, other modi?cations, variations and alternatives 
are also possible. The speci?cations and draWings are, 
accordingly, to be regarded in an illustrative rather than in a 
restrictive sense. In the claims, any reference signs placed 
betWeen parentheses shall not be construed as limiting the 
claim. The Word ‘comprising’ does not exclude the presence 
of other elements or steps then those listed in a claim. Fur 
thermore, the Words ‘a’ and ‘an’ shall not be construed as 
limited to ‘only one’, but instead are used to mean ‘at least 
one’, and do not exclude a plurality. The mere fact that certain 
measures are recited in mutually different claims does not 
indicate that a combination of these measures cannot be used 
to advantage. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A data communication netWork comprising: 
at least tWo master clocks; and 
a synchronisation system connected to said master clocks 

for receiving timing information from said at least tWo 
master clocks, said synchronisation system being 
arranged to determine a common time-base for said 
master clocks based on said timing information and to 
control said master clocks according to said determined 
time-base; 

Wherein said data communication netWork includes at least 
one slave clock Which is controlled by a slave clock 
time-base controller based on time information of a 
single selected master clock selected from said at least 
tWo master clocks. 

2. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said slave 
clock time-base controller can receive time information of at 
least tWo master clocks and is arranged to select said selected 
master clock based on said received time information. 

3. A netWork as claimed in claim 2, Wherein said slave 
clock time-base controller is arranged to select, as said 
selected master clock, a master clock from Which said time 
information is received ?rst. 

4. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said slave 
clock time-base controller is precon?gured, prior to operation 
of the slave clock time-base controller to select, as said 
selected master clock, a pre-selected one of said master 
clocks. 
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5. A network as claimed in claim 1, including at least tWo 
slave clocks controlled by at least one slave clock time-base 
controller. 

6. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said synchro 
nisation system includes at least tWo synchronisation units 
each connected to a respective master clock; 

Which synchronisation units are arranged to transmit a 
synchronisation message to at least said slave clock 
time-base controller, said synchronisation message 
including said time information; and 

Wherein said slave clock time-base controller is arranged to 
control said slave clock based on time information in a 
synchronisation message received from a synchronisa 
tion unit belonging to said selected master clock. 

7. A netWork as claimed in claim 6, Wherein said synchro 
nisation units are connected to each other and are arranged to 
exchange said synchronisation messages, said synchronisa 
tion units being arranged to control said master clock based 
on the time information in the received synchronisation mes 
sages. 

8. A netWork as claimed in claim 6, Wherein said synchro 
nisation units are arranged to broadcast said synchronisation 
messages in at least a part of said netWork. 

9. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said slave 
clock time-base controller is arranged to control an opera 
tional mode of a unit Which includes at least one of said slave 
clocks. 

10. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, including a source of 
said time information Which is arranged to periodically trans 
mit said time information and Wherein said time-base con 
troller is arranged to change said operational mode When a 
period of time exceeding a threshold value has elapsed after a 
previous time the time information has been received. 

11. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, including a ?rst 
sub-network Which includes said master clocks and a second 
sub-network including at least tWo slave clocks, said second 
sub-network being connected to said ?rst sub-network via a 
gateWay, said gateWay including a gateWay master clock and 
said at least tWo slave clocks being controlled by the slave 
clock controller based on time-base information from said 
gateWay master clock. 

12. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, including at least tWo 
slave clocks controlled by at least one slave clock time-base 
controller based on selected clock synchronisation data 
derived from time information of different selected master 
clocks. 

13. A netWork as claimed in claim 1 Wherein said synchro 
nisation system is inhibited from using a time-base of said at 
least one slave clock to determine said common time-base. 
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14. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said netWork 

is compliant or compatible With at least one standard in the 
group consisting of: FlexRay, TTCAN, TTP/C. 

15. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said synchro 
nisation system has an input for receiving clock data repre 
senting time base information from said master clocks, and 
Wherein said synchronisation system is arranged to determine 
a common time-base based on said time information from 
said master clocks and to control said master clocks based on 
the determined common time-base. 

16. A netWork as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said synchro 
nisation system includes at least tWo nodes, said nodes 
including each at least one synchronisation unit, Which syn 
chronisation unit is connected to at least one other node for 
receiving from said other node timing data representing infor 
mation about the master clock of said other node and deter 
mining a common time-base from the received timing data. 

17. A non-transitory computer readable medium stored 
With data loadable in a memory of a programmable apparatus, 
said data including program code for performing a method 
When executed by said programmable apparatus, said method 
including: 

receiving timing information from said at least tWo master 
clocks; 

determining a common time-base for at least tWo master 
clocks based on the received timing information; and 

controlling said master clocks according to said deter 
mined time-base; 

controlling at least one slave clock based on time informa 
tion of a single selected master clock, said single 
selected master clock being selected from said at least 
tWo master clocks. 

18. A netWork as claimed in claim 2, including at least tWo 
slave clocks controlled by at least one slave clock time-base 
controller. 

19. A netWork as claimed in claim 2, Wherein said synchro 
nisation system includes at least tWo synchronisation units 
each connected to a respective master clock; 
Which synchronisation units are arranged to transmit a 

synchronisation message to at least said slave clock 
time-base controller, said synchronisation message 
including said time information; and 

Wherein said slave clock time-base controller is arranged to 
control said slave clock based on time information in a 
synchronisation message received from a synchronisa 
tion unit belonging to said selected master clock. 

20. A netWork as claimed in claim 3, including at least tWo 
slave clocks controlled by at least one slave clock time-base 
controller. 


