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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR REMOVING 
RECIPIENTS FROM A MESSAGE THREAD 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This present invention relates generally to messaging sys 
tems, such as electronic mail, and more speci?cally to a 
method and system for conveniently removing recipients 
from a message thread. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

As it is generally known, in computer-based communica 
tions, electronic mail (“e-mail”) is an example of contempo 
rary asynchronous messaging systems. Messaging systems 
such as e-mail enable geographically dispersed users to 
exchange information over a communication network. Asyn 
chronous messaging systems such as e-mail allow messages 
to be exchanged regardless of whether the message sender 
and recipient(s) are simultaneously on-line or logged in. 
E-mail messages are typically conveyed using what is 
referred to as a “store and forward” protocol, in which mes 
sages are initially transmitted from a sender’s client computer 
system, and then stored on at least one server computer sys 
tem, from which they are eventually retrieved for viewing on 
one or more recipients’ client computer systems. E-mail mes 
sages are often exchanged using the Simple Mail Transfer 
Protocol (SMTP), and users download messages from servers 
with standard protocols such as POP (Post O?ice Protocol) or 
IMAP (Internet Message Access Protocol), or using propri 
etary protocols. 

E-mail messages are typically stored in and represented to 
the user in what are generally referred to as message “mail 
boxes”. For example, a mailbox is used to store received 
e-mail messages in some existing systems, referred to as the 
user’s “Inbox”. 
A series of messages that have been posted as replies to 

each are often referred to as a message “thread”. By reading 
each message in a thread, a user can learn how a discussion 
conveyed by the thread evolved. 

Users of existing e-mail systems often face the problem of 
having too many e-mail messages contained in their Inbox. 
This problem arises for several reasons. One reason is that 
messages in threads are often sent to an overly broad recipient 
list. Thread participants usually use a REPLY TO ALL func 
tion or the like when adding a message to the thread, causing 
their reply to be sent to all recipients of the previous message, 
without making an effort to selectively ?lter out unwanted 
and/or un-needed recipients. This kind of user behavior is 
mainly the result of current e-mail system user interface 
design, which doesn’t adequately support recipient ?ltering 
in a convenient way. As a result, messages in threads are 
distributed to users who may no longer be interested in the 
discussion represented by the thread. Such uninterested users 
continue to be treated as recipients even though they will not 
participate in the discussion for the thread. For example, 
replies are often sent to users included in an original distri 
bution list because they are members of a group indicated in 
the distribution list, even though those users have no interest 
in the speci?c topic of the thread. 

Moreover, the subject of an e-mail thread often evolves and 
changes during the lifetime of the thread. Users that may have 
been initially interested in a thread may at some point lose 
interest after the subject of the thread changes. For example, 
a thread including messages at a more general level of dis 
cussion may become uninteresting to certain initially inter 
ested users after the thread goes down a more detailed, tech 
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2 
nical line of discussion. This may result in such general 
interest users losing interest in subsequent thread messages, 
and not participating further in the thread. 

Existing systems have not effectively recogniZed or dealt 
with this problem. The user interface designs of existing 
e-mail systems do not conveniently assist users wishing to 
?lter recipients for a message in a message thread. For 
example, if a user group is indicated in a recipient list, existing 
systems do not effectively allow a user to ?lter recipients from 
within the group. In addition, the problem may be com 
pounded by the fact that users are often biased towards send 
ing replies to a relatively large recipient set, out of fear that 
interested people might otherwise be left out. 

Thus it would be desirable to have a new system for adding 
messages to message threads that enables a sending user to 
more effectively ?lter message recipients. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In order to address the above described and other short 
comings of previous approaches, a method and system are 
disclosed for conveniently removing recipients from a mes 
sage being added to a message thread. In the disclosed sys 
tem, features are provided that enable a user to ?lter people 
from a recipient list of a message being added to a message 
thread. The features of the disclosed system enable a user to 
?lter potential recipients based on a) their previous participa 
tion in the thread, b) their registered interest in a topic of the 
thread, and/or c) whether they are part of a user group con 
tained in the recipient list, as opposed to being indicated 
individually in the recipient list. The disclosed system pro 
vides features that enable users to remove all group indica 
tors, all non-participating recipients, and/or all un-interested 
recipients from an initial recipient list. 

In one embodiment, user interface options are provided 
such as action buttons or other user interface constructs or 

objects within an e-mail application user interface for reading 
a received message and/ or for composing a message that is a 
reply to a previously received message. Such options may, for 
example, be provided as alternatives to or in response to user 
selection of a REPLY TO ALL option. User interface options 
provided through corresponding user interface display 
objects allow a user to remove all groups from the message 
recipient list. This is advantageous in that it allows continu 
ation of a discussion represented by a thread on an individual 
user basis. User options provided through such user interface 
objects further allow a user to ?lter users in a recipient list that 
have previously not participated in the thread, e.g. have not 
posted at least one message to the thread. The determination 
by the disclosed system of whether a user has participated in 
a thread may be based on whether that user has posted a 
message to the thread at any time, whether that user has 
posted a message to the thread within a certain time period, 
whether that user has posted a message to the thread within a 
certain number of previous messages entered to the thread, or 
on some other criteria of thread participation. 

User interface options provided through the user interface 
objects of an embodiment of the disclosed system further 
allow the user to select from initially listed message recipients 
that do not have an interest associated with the topic of the 
thread to which a message is to be added. If a non-interested 
recipient is not selected by the user as a recipient, then they 
are removed from the initial recipient list, and the message 
will not be sent to them. To determine whether a recipient has 
an interest in a given thread topic, the disclosed system may 
refer to a database of self-registered or automatically deter 
mined interests associated with individual users. For 
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example, an interest pro?le may be stored for each user indi 
cating topics they have expressly registered an interest in, 
and/ or topics in Which they have automatically been deter 
mined to have an interest in. Such automatically determined 
interests may, for example, be based on analysis of previously 
exchanged e-mail message tra?ic content or the like to deter 
mine a set of topics that are most interesting to each user, e.g. 
based on frequency of topics being discussed by that user. 

Thus there is disclosed a system for assisting users of a 
messaging system in ?ltering recipients for a message to be 
added to a thread. The disclosed system conveniently alloWs 
a user to ?lter out recipients based on their only being indi 
cated in the recipient list as part of a group, their lack of 
previous participation in the thread, and/ or their lack of inter 
est in a topic of the thread. As a result, the sending user can 
more effectively ?lter recipients for a message that is part of 
a message thread. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In order to facilitate a fuller understanding of the present 
invention, reference is noW made to the appended draWings. 
These draWings should not be construed as limiting the 
present invention, but are intended to be exemplary only. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram shoWing hardWare and/or soft 
Ware components in an illustrative embodiment of the dis 
closed system; 

FIG. 2 is a ?oW chart shoWing steps performed during 
operation of an illustrative embodiment of the disclosed sys 
tem; 

FIG. 3 is a simpli?ed screen shot shoWing display objects 
generated during operation of an illustrative embodiment 
When generating a reply message to be posted to a message 
thread; 

FIG. 4 is a simpli?ed screen shot shoWing display objects 
generated during operation of an illustrative embodiment 
When composing a reply message; and 

FIG. 5 is a simpli?ed screen shot shoWing a display object 
generated during selection of recipients based on group mem 
bership. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY 
EMBODIMENTS 

As shoWn in FIG. 1, an illustrative embodiment of the 
disclosed system includes an e-mail application client 12 on a 
client system 10. For example, the e-mail application client 
12 may be made up of application program code executing on 
a client computer system 10. Alternatively, the e-mail appli 
cation client 12 may be embodied as another type of messag 
ing program code, ?rmWare, and/or hardWare logic. The cli 
ent system 10 may be embodied as any speci?c type of 
electronic device capable of providing messaging capabilities 
to an end user, such as a desktop computer system, hand-held 
device, portable computer system, personal data assistant 
(PDA), cell phone, etc. 

Further With reference to FIG. 1, the e-mail application 
client 12 generates an e-mail application user interface 14 to 
a local user of the client system 10. The e-mail application 
user interface 14 is shoWn including recipient ?ltering display 
objects 16, group member recipient selection display object 
30, non-participant recipient selection display object 32, and 
non-interested recipient selection display object 34. The 
e-mail application user interface 14 is, for example, at least 
part of a graphical user interface (GUI) provided to a local 
user of the client system 12 through a display device such as 
an LCD (Liquid Crystal Display), CRT (Cathode Ray Tube), 
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4 
or the like. The display objects 16, 30, 32 and 34 may each be 
made up of any speci?c type of GUI display object or objects, 
such as menus, buttons, dialog boxes, etc. 
The e-mail application client 12 provides messaging func 

tions related to sending and receiving e-mail messages, and 
further provides user access to messages stored in a number of 
mailbox structures, such as Inbox, Sent Items, Outbox, and/or 
others. The messages in such mailbox structures may include 
messages organiZed into a number of message threads, shoWn 
for purposes of illustration by message threads 38. 
The e-mail application client 12 may further include or 

provide access to a number of user interest pro?les, re?ecting 
the self-registered or automatically determined interests of 
users of the messaging system provided through the e-mail 
application client 12. For example, users may be alloWed to 
register or otherWise expressly indicate their interest in cer 
tain topics or subjects, and these user-registered interests may 
be stored in user interest pro?les corresponding to each user. 
Alternatively, or in addition, user interests may be automati 
cally determined for individual users, for example based on 
the frequency With Which a user sends and/or receives mes 
sages related to speci?c topics. A copy of resulting user 
interest pro?les may be stored locally on the client system 10, 
as shoWn by the user interest pro?le cache 36 in FIG. 1. The 
user interest pro?les may be stored centrally on one or more 
server computer systems, shoWn for purposes of illustration 
in FIG. 1 by the user interest pro?les 40 stored in the e-mail 
application server 20 on the server computer system 18. In an 
embodiment that alloWs for user registration of topic inter 
ests, a user might, for example, register an interest in the topic 
“Linux”, and that registered interest Would be registered in 
the user interest pro?les 40, and potentially also in the user 
interest pro?les cache 36. The disclosed system may be 
embodied With or Without the user interest pro?les cache 36, 
as further explained beloW. 

During operation of the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, the 
recipient ?ltering display objects 16 enable a local user of the 
client system 10 to conveniently ?lter out recipients in an 
initial recipient list for an e-mail message that fall Within the 
folloWing categories: 1) recipients that are speci?ed in the 
initial recipient list only Within one or more recipient user 
groups (as opposed to being individually speci?ed as recipi 
ents), 2) recipients that have not participated in a message 
thread to Which the message is to be added (e.g. have not 
posted a message contained in the thread), and/or 3) recipi 
ents that do not have an interest in a topic of the message 
thread to Which the message is to be added (e. g. do not have 
an interest in the topic of the thread stored in their user interest 
pro?le). The disclosed system may be embodied such that one 
or more recipient selection display objects are provided 
alloWing a local user to individually select recipients from the 
preceding categories to be included in a modi?ed recipient 
list. 

Filtering of recipients based on user inputs received 
through the recipient ?ltering display objects 16, group mem 
ber recipient selection display object 30, non-participant 
recipient selection display object 32 and/or non-interested 
recipient selection display object 34 may be performed on the 
client system 10 by the e-mail application client 12 and/or on 
the server computer system(s) 18 by the e-mail application 
server 20. For example, in an embodiment that supports ?l 
tering performed at the server computer system(s) 18, the 
e-mail message(s) 20 include ?ags representing ?ltering 
options selected by the local user of the client system 20 
through the e-mail application user interface 14. Such ?ags 
may, for example, be contained Within one or more MIME 
(Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions) headers represent 
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ing user selected recipient ?ltering options. In such an 
embodiment, recipient ?ltering based on user interests may 
be performed using information stored in the user interest 
pro?les 40, Without requiring the user interest pro?les cache 
36. Such an embodiment Would further alloW recipient ?lter 
ing to be performed by a message transfer agent (MTA) 
executing on the server computer system(s) 18. Such an 
embodiment may be advantageous in that user interest based 
?ltering could be performed in an off-line mode of operation. 
This embodiment may potentially also result in a local user 
not having access to the actual, modi?ed recipient list before 
he/ she sends a message. 

The client system 10 and server computer system 18 of 
FIG. 1 are communicably connected, for example by Way of 
a communication netWork such as the Internet, a Local Area 
Network (LAN), or other speci?c type of communication 
network. The e-mail application client 12 and e-mail appli 
cation server 20 may, for example, operate using a client 
server approach to provide portions of the application user 
interface 14. Alternatively, e-mail application client 12 may 
include Web broWser program functionality operable to 
request and receive Web page content, including HTML (Hy 
pertext Markup Language) code or the like, and to render such 
Web page content on a display device for the local user of the 
client system 10. 

The client system 10 and server computer system(s) 18 
may each include at least one processor, program storage, 
such as memory, for storing program code executable on the 
processor, and one or more input/ output devices and/or inter 
faces, such as data communication and/or peripheral devices 
and/ or interfaces. The client system 10 and server computer 
system(s) 18 may further include appropriate operating sys 
tem softWare. 

FIG. 2 is a How chart shoWing steps performed during 
operation of an illustrative embodiment of the disclosed sys 
tem. At step 50, a message is received that is part of a message 
thread. For example, an e-mail message may be received by 
the client system 10 shoWn in FIG. 1. At step 52, the disclosed 
system presents one or more recipient ?ltering user interface 
objects, such as the recipient ?ltering display objects 16 of 
FIG. 1. 

At step 53, the disclosed system determines an initial 
recipient list. For example, the initial recipient list determined 
at step 53 may be made up of all other recipients of the 
message received at step 50, as Well as the user that sent the 
message received at step 50. Such an initial recipient list may, 
for example, result When a user selects a REPLY ALL func 
tion or the like in the e-mail application user interface 14. 
Alternatively, the initial recipient list may be made up of a list 
of recipients entered, selected or otherWise indicated by the 
local user When composing a neW message. The initial recipi 
ent list may include indications (e.g. e-mail addresses) of 
individual recipients, as Well as indications of recipient 
groups (eg user group names). 
At step 54, the disclosed system receives a user command 

to ?lter recipients from the initial recipient list that are con 
tained only Within user groups indicated in the initial recipi 
ent list determined at step 53. A user is considered to be only 
contained Within user groups if there is no individual e-mail 
address for that user in the initial recipient list, and that user is 
contained in one or more user groups indicated in the initial 
recipient list. 

At step 56 the disclosed system may be embodied to 
remove all recipients from the initial recipient list that are 
only contained in user groups (i.e. by removing all group 
indicators from the initial recipient list). Alternatively, the 
disclosed system may be embodied to present a recipient 
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6 
selection interface at step 56, such as the group member 
recipient selection display object 30 of FIG. 1, that enables 
the local user to select from recipients in the initial recipient 
list that are only contained in user groups. In such an altema 
tive embodiment, the recipients selected by the user through 
such a recipient selection interface at step 56 are included in 
the resulting modi?ed recipient list, While those that are not 
selected are not included. 
At step 58, the disclosed system receives a user command 

to ?lter recipients from the initial recipient list that have not 
participated in the thread to Which the message received at 
step 50 belongs. A user is considered to not have participated 
in the thread if that user has not posted at least one message to 
the thread at the time the message is received at step 50. The 
determination by the disclosed system of Whether a user has 
participated in a thread may be based on Whether that user has 
posted a message to the thread at any time, Whether that user 
has posted a message to the thread Within a certain time 
period, Whether that user has posted a message to the thread 
Within a certain number of previous messages entered to the 
thread, or on some other criteria of thread participation. 
At step 60 the disclosed system may be embodied to 

remove all recipients from the initial recipient list that have 
not participated in the thread to Which the message received at 
step 50 belongs. Alternatively, the disclosed system may be 
embodied to present a recipient selection interface at step 60, 
such as the non-participant recipient selection display object 
32 of FIG. 1, that enables the local user to select from recipi 
ents in the initial recipient list that are non-participants in the 
thread to Which the message received at step 50 belongs. In 
such an alternative embodiment, the recipients selected at 
step 60 are included in the resulting modi?ed recipient list, 
While those that are not selected are not included. 

At step 62, the disclosed system receives a user command 
to ?lter recipients from the initial recipient list that do not 
have an interest in the thread to Which the mes sage received at 
step 50 belongs.Auser is considered to not have interest in the 
thread if that user has not either registered an interest in a topic 
of the thread, and/or in the case that an interest of the user in 
the topic of the thread has not been automatically determined 
based on monitored activities (eg previous messaging activi 
ties) of the user. For example, user interest in the thread may 
be determined by examining a dynamically maintained user 
interest pro?le stored in the user interest pro?les cache 36 or 
the user interest pro?les 40 shoWn in FIG. 1. 
At step 64 the disclosed system may be embodied to 

remove all recipients from the initial recipient list that do not 
have an interest in the topic of the thread to Which the mes sage 
received at step 50 belongs. Alternatively, the disclosed sys 
tem may be embodied to present a recipient selection inter 
face at step 64, such as the non-interested recipient selection 
display object 34 of FIG. 1, that enables the local user to select 
from recipients in the initial recipient list that do not have an 
interest in the thread to Which the message received at step 50 
belongs. In such an alternative embodiment, the recipients 
selected at step 64 are included in the resulting modi?ed 
recipient list, While those that are not selected are not 
included. 
At step 66 the message is transmitted to the recipients 

indicated in the recipient list as modi?ed in response to user 
commands and actions in the preceding steps. 

FIG. 3 is a simpli?ed screen shot shoWing display objects 
generated during operation of an illustrative embodiment 
When generating a reply message to be posted to a message 
thread. As shoWn in FIG. 3, an e-mail application user inter 
face WindoW 100 includes an Inbox vieW 102, and a mail 
message previeW 104. For example, the Inbox vieW 102 may 
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display a listing of messages that have been delivered to the 
local user. The mail message preview 104 may display the 
contents of a currently selected message listed in the Inbox 
vieW 102. A roW 106 of user selectable command buttons 
includes a NeW Message button 108, a Reply button 110, a 
Reply to All button 112, a Reply to button 114, and a Forward 
button 116. User selection of the neW message button 108, for 
example by clicking on the NeW Message button 108, causes 
a neW message composition user interface screen to be dis 
played. User selection of the Reply button 110, for example 
by clicking on the Reply button 110, causes a reply message 
composition user interface to be displayed. The TO: recipient 
?eld in the reply message composition user interface is pre 
loaded With an initial recipient list containing only the sender 
of the message to Which the reply is being generated. 

User selection of the Reply to All button 112, for example 
by clicking on the reply to all button 112, causes a reply 
message composition user interface to be displayed, having 
the TO: recipient ?eld pre-loaded With an initial recipient list 
containing all recipients (both individuals and groups) of the 
message to Which the reply is being generated. The initial 
recipient list pre-loaded in the TO: recipient ?eld of the reply 
message composition user interface generated in response to 
user selection of the Reply to All button 112 further includes 
the sender of the message to Which the reply is being gener 
ated. Similarly, the CC: and/or BCC: recipient ?elds of the 
reply message composition user interface generated in 
response to user selection of the Reply to All button 112 
include all recipients (both individuals and groups) that Were 
originally contained in the corresponding recipient ?elds of 
the message to Which the reply is being generated. User 
selection of the Forward button 116 results in generation of a 
forWard message composition user interface screen for for 
Warding a currently selected message to a user supplied 
recipient list. 

User selection of the Reply to button 114, for example by 
the user clicking on the Reply to button 114, results in display 
of the recipient ?ltering menu 118, Which includes user 
selectable recipient ?ltering options 120, 122 and 124. The 
recipient ?ltering options 120, 122 and 124 correspond to the 
recipient ?ltering display objects 16 shoWn in FIG. 1. User 
selection of the Reply to button 114 causes a reply message 
composition user interface to be displayed, but alloWs the user 
to select from the recipient ?ltering options 120, 122 and 124 
to ?lter out recipients from an initial recipient list or lists 
contained in one or more recipient ?elds of the resulting reply 
message composition user interface. 

For example, the initial recipient list of the TO: recipient 
?eld for the reply message composition user interface gener 
ated in response to the user clicking on the Reply to button 
114 Would include all recipients (both individuals and 
groups) listed in the TO: ?eld of the message to Which the 
reply is being generated (e. g. the currently selected message 
in the Inbox vieW 102), as Well as the sender of that message. 
The initial recipient list of the CC: recipient ?eld for the reply 
message composition user interface generated in response to 
the user clicking on the Reply to button 114 Would initially 
include all recipients (both individuals and groups) listed in 
the CC: ?eld of the message to Which the reply is being 
generated. Similarly, the initial recipient list of the BCC: 
recipient ?eld for the reply message composition user inter 
face generated in response to the user clicking on the Reply to 
button 114 Would initially include all recipients (both indi 
viduals and groups) listed in the BCC: ?eld of the message to 
Which the reply is being generated. 

User selection of the “Only persons” ?ltering option 120, 
for example by the user clicking on the “Only persons” ?l 
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8 
tering option 120, results in the above described initial recipi 
ent lists being ?ltered such that any recipients that are only 
present in those initial recipient lists as members of user 
groups are removed. Thus, the result of the user clicking on 
the “Only persons” ?ltering option 120 is that all groups are 
removed from the above described initial recipient lists. 

User selection of the “Only contributors” ?ltering option 
122, for example by the user clicking on the “Only contribu 
tors” ?ltering option 122, results in the above described initial 
recipient lists being ?ltered such that any recipients that have 
not contributed at least one message to the message thread to 
Which the message being replied to belongs are removed. 
Thus, the result of the user clicking on the “Only contribu 
tors” ?ltering option 122 is that all non-participants are 
removed from the above described initial recipient lists. 

User selection of the “Only interested persons” ?ltering 
option 124, for example by the user clicking on the “Only 
interested persons” ?ltering option 124, results in the above 
described initial recipient lists being ?ltered such that any 
recipients that do not have an interest in the topic of the thread 
to Which the message being replied to belongs are removed. 
Thus, the result of the user clicking on the “Only interested 
persons” ?ltering option 124 is that all non-interested persons 
are removed from the above described initial recipient lists. 

FIG. 4 is a simpli?ed screen shot shoWing display objects 
generated during operation of an illustrative embodiment 
When composing a message. As shoWn in FIG. 4, a message 
composition user interface screen 150 includes a message 
composition WindoW 152, and a number of command buttons 
154. The message composition user interface screen 150 fur 
ther includes a TO: recipient ?eld 168, a CC: recipient ?eld 
170, a BCC: recipient ?eld 172, and a Topic: ?eld 174. As 
further shoWn in FIG. 4, if a user clicks on the TO: button 156, 
a number of user selectable recipient ?ltering options 158 are 
displayed. The TO: recipient ?eld 168 is shoWn pre-loaded 
With an initial recipient list including tWo user group indica 
tors: “DevGroupil” 176 and “Executives” 178. Such an 
initial recipient list may, for example, result if the message 
composition user interface screen 150 is generated as a result 
of the user clicking on the Reply to All button 112 shoWn in 
FIG. 3, and the currently selected, previously received mes 
sage in the Inbox vieW 102 Was originally sent to a set of 
recipients including the tWo user groups 176 and 178. Alter 
natively, such an initial recipient list may result if the mes sage 
composition user interface screen 150 is generated as a result 
of the user clicking on the NeW Message button 108 in FIG. 3, 
and then manually enters the tWo user groups 176 and 178. 
When the user clicks on the “Select Addresses” option 160, 

the user’s electronic address book is displayed to enable the 
user to select addresses from their address book to be included 
in recipient list in the TO: recipient ?eld 168. When the user 
clicks on the “Only persons” ?ltering option 162, the dis 
closed system operates to remove all groups from the recipi 
ent list in the TO: recipient ?eld 168. Similarly, When the user 
clicks on the “Only contributors” ?ltering option 164, the 
disclosed system operates to remove all recipients from the 
recipient list in the TO: recipient ?eld 168 that have not 
contributed at least one message to a message thread to Which 
the message being composed is a reply. Also, When the user 
clicks on the “Only interested persons” ?ltering option 166, 
the disclosed system operates to remove all recipients from 
the recipient list in the TO: recipient ?eld 168 that do not have 
an interest in the topic of the message thread to Which the 
message being composed is a reply. 

While ?ltering options 158 are shoWn for purposes of 
illustration in FIG. 4 With regard to the contents of the TO: 
recipient ?eld 168, similar options may also be provided for 
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?ltering the contents of the CC: recipient ?eld 170 and the 
contents of the BCC: recipient ?eld 172. 

FIG. 5 is a simpli?ed screen shot showing a recipient 
selection display object 200 generated by an embodiment of 
the disclosed system to enable a user to select from recipients 
contained in groups indicated in a recipient list. In the 
embodiment of FIG. 5, When the user selects a ?ltering option 
that removes groups from a recipient list (e.g. ?ltering option 
162 of FIG. 4 or ?ltering option 120 of FIG. 3), the user is 
presented With a recipient selection interface such as the 
display object 200 that enables the user to select recipients 
contained in the group or groups being removed but that 
should still be individually listed in the recipient list after the 
group or groups have been removed. For example, as shoWn 
in FIG. 5, a list 202 displays all recipients that are contained 
only in groups in the initial recipient list of the TO: ?eld, and 
Would accordingly be removed from the TO: ?eld When all 
groups are removed. If the user sees any recipients in the list 
202 that they Want to still be included in the TO: ?eld recipient 
list after the groups have been removed, they can move those 
desired recipients (eg by dragging and dropping using a 
mouse) into the list 204. Similarly, the list 208 displays all 
recipients that are contained only groups in the initial recipi 
ent list of the CC: ?eld, and Would accordingly be removed 
from the CC: ?eld When all groups are removed. If the user 
sees any recipients in the list 208 that they Want to still be 
individually included in the CC: ?eld recipient list after the 
groups have been removed, then the user can move those 
desired recipients (eg by dragging and dropping using a 
mouse) into the list 210. Also, a list 212 displays all recipients 
that are contained only in groups in the initial recipient list of 
the BCC: ?eld, and Would accordingly be removed from the 
BCC: ?eld When all groups are removed. If the user sees any 
recipients in the list 212 that they Want to still be individually 
included in the BCC: ?eld recipient list after all groups have 
been removed, then the user can move those desired recipi 
ents (eg by dragging and dropping using a mouse) into the 
list 214. When the user clicks on the OK button 230, all 
groups listed in the recipient lists for the TO:, CC: and BCC: 
?elds are removed, but the recipients in lists 204, 210 and 214 
are individually included in the respective recipient ?elds. 

While the recipient selection display object 200 of FIG. 5 is 
used to alloW a user to select from recipients that are only 
listed in groups Within an initial recipient list, the same dis 
play object layout and operation can be used to provide recipi 
ent selection display objects alloWing a user to select from 
recipients that are not contributors to a thread to Which a reply 
is being posted, or alloWing a user to select from recipients 
that are not interested in the topic of such a thread. For 
example, in a recipient selection display object alloWing a 
user to select from recipients that are not contributors to a 
thread to Which a reply is being generated, the lists 202, 208 
and 212 Would contain recipients in the initial recipient lists 
that have not contributed to the message thread to Which the 
reply is being generated. Those recipients the user Wishes to 
individually maintain in the respective recipient ?elds can be 
moved to the lists 204, 210 and 214. Similarly, a recipient 
selection display object alloWing a user to select from recipi 
ents that are not interested in the topic of a thread to Which a 
reply is being generated Would provide lists 202, 208 and 212 
containing recipients in the initial recipient lists that are not 
interested in the topic of the thread. Again, those recipients 
the user Wishes to maintain in the respective recipient ?elds 
can be individually moved to the lists 204, 210 and 212. 

While the above description regarding illustrative embodi 
ments of the disclosed system includes examples of speci?c 
user interface display objects, such as graphical buttons, 
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10 
menus, dialog boxes, and the like, the present invention is not 
limited to those speci?c examples. Accordingly, those skilled 
in the art Will recogniZe that alternative embodiments may use 
any speci?c type or kind of user interface display object that 
may be appropriate. 
The disclosed system can take the form of an entirely 

softWare embodiment, an entirely hardWare embodiment, or 
an embodiment containing both softWare and hardWare ele 
ments. The ?gures include block diagram and ?owchart illus 
trations of methods, apparatus(s) and computer program 
products according to an embodiment of the invention. It Will 
be understood that each block in such ?gures, and combina 
tions of these blocks, can be implemented by computer pro 
gram instructions. These computer program instructions may 
be loaded onto a computer or other programmable data pro 
cessing apparatus to produce a machine, such that the instruc 
tions Which execute on the computer or other programmable 
data processing apparatus create means for implementing the 
functions speci?ed in the block or blocks. These computer 
program instructions may also be stored in a computer-read 
able memory that can direct a computer or other program 
mable data processing apparatus to function in a particular 
manner, such that the instructions stored in the computer 
readable memory produce an article of manufacture includ 
ing instruction means Which implement the function speci?ed 
in the block or blocks. The computer program instructions 
may also be loaded onto a computer or other programmable 
data processing apparatus to cause a series of operational 
steps to be performed on the computer or other programmable 
apparatus to produce a computer implemented process such 
that the instructions Which execute on the computer or other 
programmable apparatus provide steps for implementing the 
functions speci?ed in the block or blocks. 

Those skilled in the art should readily appreciate that pro 
grams de?ning the functions of the present invention can be 
delivered to a computer in many forms; including, but not 
limited to: (a) information permanently stored on non-Writ 
able storage media (eg read only memory devices Within a 
computer such as ROM or CD-ROM disks readable by a 
computer I/ O attachment); (b) information alterably stored on 
Writable storage media (e. g. ?oppy disks and hard drives); or 
(c) information conveyed to a computer through communi 
cation media for example using Wireless, baseband signaling 
or broadband signaling techniques, including carrier Wave 
signaling techniques, such as over computer or telephone 
netWorks via a modem. 

While the invention is described through the above exem 
plary embodiments, it Will be understoodby those of ordinary 
skill in the art that modi?cation to and variation of the illus 
trated embodiments may be made Without departing from the 
inventive concepts herein disclosed. 
We claim: 
1. A method for enabling a user to indicate recipients for a 

message, comprising: 
determining an initial recipient list for said message; and 
generating a ?rst recipient ?ltering user interface object 

through Which said user can issue a ?rst recipient ?lter 
ing command that ?lters recipients for said message 
from said initial recipient list based on Whether each 
recipient is a member of at least one user group con 
tained in said initial recipient list by removing all group 
indicators from said initial recipient list, displaying a list 
of users that are members of user groups corresponding 
to said removed group indicators and not individually 
contained in said initial recipient list, and enabling said 
user to individually select recipients for said message 
from said list of users that are members of user groups 
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corresponding to said removed group indicators and not 
individually contained in said initial recipient list. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
generating a second recipient ?ltering user interface object 

through Which said user can issue a second recipient 
?ltering command that ?lters recipients for said message 
from said initial recipient list based on Whether each 
recipient has previously contributed at least one message 
to a message thread. 

3. The method of claim 2, Wherein said second recipient 
?ltering command that ?lters recipients for said message 
from said initial recipient list based on Whether each recipient 
has contributed to said message thread removes all recipients 
from said initial recipient list that have not contributed at least 
one message to said message thread. 

4. The method of claim 2, Wherein said second recipient 
?ltering command displays a list of all recipients from said 
initial recipient list that have contributed at least one message 
to said message thread and enables said user to individually 
select recipients for said message from said list of all recipi 
ents from said initial recipient list that have contributed at 
least one message to said message thread. 

5. The method of claim 2, Wherein said initial recipient list 
is determined from a list of recipients for a previously 
received message in said message thread, and Wherein said 
message is a reply to said previously received message. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
generating a third recipient ?ltering user interface object 

through Which said user can issue a third recipient ?l 
tering user command that ?lters recipients for said mes 
sage from said initial recipient list based on Whether 
each recipient has an interest in a topic of a message 
thread. 

7. The method of claim 6, Wherein said third recipient 
?ltering user command ?lters recipients for said message 
from said initial recipient list based on Whether each recipient 
has an interest in said topic of said message thread by remov 
ing all recipients from said initial recipient list that do not 
have an interest in said topic of said message thread. 

8. The method of claim 6, Wherein said third recipient 
?ltering user command displays a list of recipients for said 
message from said initial recipient list that have an interest in 
said topic of said message thread and enables said user to 
individually select recipients for said message from said list 
of all recipients from said initial recipient list that have an 
interest in said topic of said message thread. 

9. The method of claim 6, Wherein said initial recipient list 
is determined from a list of recipients for a previously 
received message in said message thread, and Wherein said 
message is a reply to said previously received message. 

10. The method of claim 6, Wherein interest of a given 
recipient in said topic is determined from a personal interest 
pro?le associated With said given recipient, and Wherein 
interests in said personal interest pro?le associated With said 
given recipient are registered by said given recipient. 
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11. The method of claim 6, Wherein interest of a given 

recipient in said topic is determined from a personal interest 
pro?le associated With said given recipient, and Wherein 
interests in said personal interest pro?le associated With said 
given recipient are automatically determined based on actions 
performed by said given recipient. 

12. The method of claim 1, Wherein said initial recipient list 
is determined from a list of recipients for a previously 
received message, and Wherein said message is a reply to said 
previously received message. 

13. A computer system comprising: 
at least one memory and at least one processor, said 
memory having program code stored thereon for, When 
executed one said processor, enabling a user to indicate 
recipients for a message by causing said computer sys 
tem to 

determine an initial recipient list for said message, and 
generate a recipient ?ltering user interface object through 

Which a user can issue a recipient ?ltering command that 
?lters recipients for said message from said initial 
recipient list based on Whether each recipient is a mem 
ber of at least one user group contained in said initial 
recipient list by removing all group indicators from said 
initial recipient list, displaying a list of users that are 
members of user groups corresponding to said removed 
group indicators and not individually contained in said 
initial recipient list, and enabling said user to individu 
ally select recipients for said message from said list of 
users that are members of user groups corresponding to 
said removed group indicators and not individually con 
tained in said initial recipient list. 

14. A computer program product comprising: 
a non-transient computer readable storage medium, said 

computer readable storage medium having program 
code stored thereon for enabling a user to indicate recipi 
ents for a message, said program code operable When 
executed by at least one processor in a computer system 
to cause said computer system to 

determine an initial recipient list for said message, and 
generate a recipient ?ltering user interface object through 

Which a user can issue a recipient ?ltering command that 
?lters recipients for said message from said initial 
recipient list based on Whether each recipient is a mem 
ber of at least one user group contained in said initial 
recipient list by removing all group indicators from said 
initial recipient list, displaying a list of users that are 
members of user groups corresponding to said removed 
group indicators and not individually contained in said 
initial recipient list, and enabling said user to individu 
ally select recipients for said message from said list of 
users that are members of user groups corresponding to 
said removed group indicators and not individually con 
tained in said initial recipient list. 

* * * * * 


