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METHOD OF COOPERATIVE CACHING FOR 
DISTRIBUTED STORAGE SYSTEM 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is related to US. Application Ser. No. 
11/051,436, ?le on Feb. 3, 2005, the contents of Which is 
hereby incorporated by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the ?eld of data storage. 
More particularly, the present invention relates to the ?eld of 
data storage Where data is stored in a distributed storage 
system. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A critical component of computer systems is data storage. 
Data storage can be divided conceptually into an individual 
user’ s data storage, Which is attached directly to the individu 
al’s computer, and netWork based data storage typically 
intended for multiple users. 
One type of netWork based storage device is a disk array. 

The disk array includes a controller coupled to an array of 
disks. Typically, components (e.g., the controller and the 
disks) of the disk array are hot sWappable, Which alloWs the 
components to be replaced Without turning off the disk array. 
As an alternative to the disk array, researchers have been 

exploring data storage Within a distributed storage system 
Which includes an array of independent storage devices 
coupled together by a network. Each of the independent stor 
age devices includes a processor and tWo or more levels of 
data storage, such as main memory, FLASH memory, solid 
state memory, magnetic disk drives (Which may be high 
speed, loW capacity or high-capacity, loW speed, or some 
combination), tape drives, and optical drives. Similar device 
types may also be used as different storage levels if they are 
con?gured or used to provide differentiated behaviors at the 
different storage levels. Typically, one level of data storage is 
used as a cache for the other; such caching can be inclusive or 
exclusive, or even a mixture. An advantage of the array of 
independent storage devices is loWer cost. The loWer cost can 
result from mass production of the independent storage 
devices as commodity devices and from elimination of hot 
sWappable features of the disk array. Another advantage is 
better scalability. The user can buy a feW devices initially and 
add more devices as demand groWs. 

If nodes of a distributed storage system have storage hier 
archies that include a faster storage level and sloWer storage 
level, access latency from the sloWer storage level can cause 
a signi?cant delay When a client reads data. If the faster 
storage levels of the nodes of the distributed storage system 
could be used to cooperatively cache data, the overall access 
latency could be improved. 
Many distributed storage systems such as GMS, N-chance, 

or hint-based variants use distributed caching schemes. These 
distributed caching schemes employ a centraliZed manager to 
prevent duplicate cache entries and to manage request rout 
ing. Web proxy caching and Web mirroring schemes use a 
static assignment of clients to proxies/mirrors and rely on 
users to determine Which server is least loaded. Multiproces 
sor machines use broadcast mechanisms betWeen the proces 
sors to prevent duplicate cache entries.All of these techniques 
are trying to avoid netWork latencies or request processing. 
None of these techniques address the problem of access 
latency from a sloWer storage level of a storage hierarchy. 
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2 
What is needed is a method of cooperative caching for a 

distributed storage system Which addresses the problem of 
access latency from a sloWer storage level of a storage hier 
archy. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention comprises a method of cooperative 
caching for a distributed storage system. According to an 
embodiment, the method begins With a step of requesting data 
from caches of storage devices Which hold the data. The 
method continues With a step of receiving any cached blocks 
and expected response times for providing non-cached blocks 
from the storage devices. The method concludes With a step of 
requesting a su?icient number of the non-cached blocks from 
one or more particular storage devices Which provide an 
expectation of optimal performance. 

These and other aspects of the present invention are 
described in more detail herein. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention is described With respect to particu 
lar exemplary embodiments thereof and reference is accord 
ingly made to the draWings in Which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a method of coopera 
tive caching for a distributed storage system of the present 
invention as a How chart; 

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a distributed storage sys 
tem Which employs an embodiment of a method of coopera 
tive caching of the present invention; and 

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates an exemplary embodiment 
of a method of cooperative caching for data replicated across 
a replica set of three storage devices. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The present invention comprises a method of cooperative 
caching for a distributed storage system. An embodiment of 
the method of cooperative caching for the distributed storage 
system of the present invention is illustrated as a How chart in 
FIG. 1. The method 100 begins With a ?rst step 102 of request 
ing data from caches of storage devices Which hold the data. 
An embodiment of a distributed storage system Which 

employs the method 100 of the present invention is illustrated 
schematically in FIG. 2. The distributed storage system 200 
comprises ?rst through nth storage devices, 202 . . . 208, 
Which are coupled together by a netWork 210. Each of the ?rst 
through nth storage devices, 202 . . . 208, comprises a netWork 

interface 212, a processor 214, memory 216, and storage 
media 218, Which are coupled together. Preferably, the 
memory 216 comprises VRAM (volatile random access 
memory) used for read caching and NVRAM (non-volatile 
random access memory) used for Write caching. Altema 
tively, the memory 216 comprises another memory con?gu 
ration. Preferably, the storage media 218 Within each of the 
?rst through nth storage devices, 202 . . . 208, comprises one 
or more disks. Alternatively, the storage media 218 Within one 
or more of the ?rst through nth storage devices, 202 . . . 208, 
comprises some other storage media such as a tape. 

Other embodiments of distributed storage systems Which 
may employ the method 100 of cooperative caching of the 
present invention include Web servers, database systems, 
storage systems using RAM and extended FLASH memories, 
distributed tape, multi-tier storage systems, parallel ?le serv 
ers, and other distributed storage systems that include tWo or 
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more levels of storage (e. g., a memory level and a disk level, 
or a disk level and a tape level) in Which a faster storage level 
performs caching. 

In an invocation of a method of cooperative caching of the 
present invention, a client 220, Which is coupled to the net 
Work 210, contacts one of the storage devices. Alternatively, 
the client 220 couples to the storage device by Way of another 
netWork (not shoWn). This storage device then acts as a coor 
dinator of the method. Alternatively, the client 220 or another 
computer coupled to one or more of the storage devices 220 
acts as the coordinator. 

In an embodiment, the data comprises replicated data. 
Here, each of the storage devices Within a replica set holds a 
copy of the replicated data. For example, three storage 
devices may hold the replicated data. According to this 
example, the data comprises three replicas. Alternatively, the 
storage devices holding the replicated data may comprise 
more or less storage devices. 

In another embodiment, the data comprises a stripe of 
erasure coded data. The stripe of erasure coded data com 
prises data blocks and parity blocks. For example, the stripe 
of erasure coded data may comprise three data blocks and tWo 
parity blocks. In this example, ?ve storage devices hold the 
stripe of erasure coded data. To reconstruct the stripe of 
erasure coded data, a client must receive any three blocks 
selected from the ?ve storage devices. If the client receives 
the three data blocks, no further action is required to use the 
data. If the client receives one or tWo of the parity blocks in 
lieu of one or tWo of the data blocks, the client decodes the 
data from data and parity blocks. For multiple stripes of 
erasure coding, the client requests appropriate data blocks 
and parity blocks from the storage devices that hold the data 
and parity blocks of the multiple stripes. 

In yet another embodiment, the data comprises mirrored 
data that is located at mirror sites on a WAN (Wide area 
network) such as the Internet. 

The method 100 (FIG. 1) continues With a second step 104 
of receiving any cached blocks and expected response times 
for receiving non-cached blocks from the storage devices. In 
an embodiment, the cached blocks are held in the memory 
216 (i.e., the caches) by responding storage devices. In an 
embodiment, the expected response time comprises a mea 
sure of the load on the responding storage device. In an 
embodiment, the non-cached blocks comprise blocks held in 
the storage media 218. 

According to some instances of the method 100, the cached 
blocks received in the second step 104 Will provide all of the 
requested data. According to such an instance, the method 
100 Will not proceed to a subsequent step. 

In an embodiment, the load on a storage device comprises 
a number of outstanding disk read requests. In another 
embodiment, the load on a storage device comprises a 
Weighted sum of a number of outstanding memory read 
requests and a number of outstanding disk read requests. In 
another embodiment, the load on a storage device comprises 
a Weighted sum of a number of outstanding memory read or 
Write requests, a number of outstanding transfers from a Write 
memory to disk, and a number of outstanding disk read 
requests. In another embodiment, the load on a storage device 
further comprises a Weighted number of outstanding times 
tamp requests. For example, the load on a storage device may 
be found from: 

Where T is the number of outstanding timestamp requests, C 
is the number of outstanding memory read or Write requests, 
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4 
D is the number of outstanding disk read requests, andV is the 
number of outstanding transfers from a Write memory to disk. 

In an embodiment, a cumulative load is determined by 
periodically saving an instantaneous load and then summing 
over a number of time periods. For example, each of the ?rst 
though nth storage devices, 202 . . . 208, may measure and 

save its instantaneous load every 0.2 sec. and sum the saved 

instantaneous loads every 5 sec. In an embodiment, the load 
used to approximate an expected response time comprises the 
cumulative load. In another embodiment, the load used to 
approximate an expected response time comprises the instan 
taneous load. 

According to an embodiment, the memory comprises mul 
tiple cache levels. Here, the second step 104 may receive and 
request cached blocks from successively sloWer cache levels 
until the multiple cache levels have been queried and in a last 
query may also request and receive the response time for 
receiving the non-cached blocks. Alternatively, the second 
step 104 receives the cached data blocks from the fastest 
cache level and receives the response time for receiving the 
data blocks from a sloWer cache level, if the data blocks reside 
in the sloWer cache level, or receives the response time for 
receiving the data from the storage media 218. 
The method 100 concludes With a third step 106 of request 

ing a remainder of the data blocks from one or more particular 
storage devices Which provides an expectation of a minimal 
response time for receiving the data. In an embodiment, the 
expectation of the minimal response time is based upon the 
response times provided in the second step 104. In another 
embodiment, the expectation of the minimal response time is 
based upon a combination of the response times provided in 
the second step 104 and historical correction factors. The 
historical correction factors may be kept by the coordinator or 
they may be provided by each of the storage nodes that 
provides an expected response time. 

In embodiments in Which the storage devices hold copies 
of the data (e.g., replicated data or mirrored data), a single 
storage device With the minimal response time is chosen to 
provide non-cached data blocks. Alternatively, in embodi 
ments in Which the storage devices hold copies of the data, a 
plurality of the storage devices With loW response times may 
be chosen to provide the data. In this alternative, individual 
requests are sent to the set of storage devices With the loW 
response times in Which each of the storage devices in the set 
is requested to provide unique data blocks such that the com 
bination of the individuals requests covers the remainder of 
the data blocks. In this alternative, the range of response times 
that is considered loW may be expanded if the need for the 
data is of a high priority. 

In an embodiment in Which the data comprises a stripe of 
erasure coded data, a minimum number of the storage devices 
Will be chosen to provide the non-cached blocks With the 
expectation of the minimal response time. For example, if the 
stripe of erasure coded data comprises three data blocks and 
tWo parity blocks and only one cached block is received in the 
second step 104, tWo of the remaining four storage devices 
that hold the stripe of erasure coded data are requested to 
provide the non-cached blocks in the third step 106. 

In an alternative embodiment, the ?rst step 102 staggers 
individual requests over time. For example, the ?rst step 102 
may initially request blocks from storage devices having a 
better performance history before requesting the blocks from 
other storage devices. In this embodiment, if the desired data 
is returned before all the requests have been sent, remaining 
requests need not be sent. In another alternative embodiment, 
any outstanding requests are cancelled once requested data 
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has been received. This alternative embodiment may be com 
bined With the alternative of staggering individual requests 
over time. 

In an alternative embodiment, the second step 104 provides 
any cached blocks and expected response performances for 
providing the non-cached blocks from the storage devices. In 
embodiments, the expected response performances comprise 
expected response times, expected response costs, or a com 
binations of expected response time and expected response 
cost. The expected response cost, for example, may be deter 
mined from a product of a cost per tape mount and a number 

of required tape mounts; or the expected response cost may be 
determined from a product of unit energy cost and energy 
expended in performing data retrieval. Or, for example, the 
expected response cost may be determined from a product of 
unit load cost and a load. 

In this alternative embodiment, the third step 106 com 
prises requesting a remainder of the data blocks from one or 
more particular storage devices Which provides an expecta 
tion of optimal performance. In an embodiment, the expec 
tation of optimal performance comprises an expectation of a 
minimal response time for receiving a remainder of the data. 
In another embodiment, the expectation of optimal perfor 
mance comprises an expectation of minimal response cost for 
providing a remainder of the data. In yet another embodiment, 
the expectation of optimal performance comprises an optimal 
combination of an expectation of response cost for providing 
a remainder of the data and an expectation of response time 
from receiving the remainder of the data. The optimal com 
bination of the expectations of response cost and response 
time may be determined by a Weighting function. For 
example, a combination of expected response time RespTime 
(i) and expected response cost RespCost(i) for an ith storage 
node may be given by 

CombinationRespTime & CostNode(i):J*RespTime 
(i)+K*RespCost(i) 

Where I and K are Weighting factors having values betWeen 
and including 0 and l, and the ith storage node is one of a set 
of ?rst through nth storage nodes. The ith storage node may 
provide the expected response time RespTime(i) and the 
expected response cost RespCost(i) or the ith storage node 
may provide the combination of the expected response time 
RespTime(i) and the expected response cost RespCost(i). A 
subset of the ?rst through nth storage nodes for retrieving the 
remainder of the data Which provide the optimal combination 
of expectations of response cost and response time may be 
determined using any of a number of algorithms for perform 
ing the optimiZation. For example, the algorithm may pick the 
particular node having the loWest combination of the 
expected response time RespTime(i) and the expected 
response cost RespCost(i). Or, for example, the algorithm 
may pick the nodes having combinations of the expected 
response time RespTime(i) and the expected response cost 
RespCost(i) that fall Within a loWest percentage (e. g., 10%) of 
a range of combinations of the expected response time Resp 
Time(i) and the expected response cost RespCost(i). 

Each of the storage devices Which holds the data employs 
a local caching policy. According to an embodiment, the local 
caching policy comprises an LRU (least recently used) cach 
ing policy. According to other embodiments, the local cach 
ing policy comprises a least frequently used caching policy, a 
random caching policy, a FIFO (?rst-in-?rst-out) caching 
policy, an ARC (adaptive replacement caching) policy, or 
another caching policy. The local caching policy determines 
Which data is kept in the cache-memory. 
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6 
An exemplary embodiment of a method of cooperative 

caching of the present invention is illustrated schematically in 
FIG. 3. In a ?rst step 301, a client (e.g., a coordinator) 302 
issues a cache read request for ?rst through seventh data 
blocks of data from a set of ?rst through third storage devices, 
3 04 . . . 3 08. For example, the ?rst through seventh data blocks 
may be replicated data and the ?rst through third storage 
devices may be a replica set. Or, for example, the ?rst through 
seventh data blocks may be mirrored data and the ?rst through 
third storage devices may be mirror sites on a WAN such as 
the Internet. Each of the ?rst through third storage devices, 
304 . . . 308, holds the ?rst through seventh data blocks in 

storage and may also hold one or more of the ?rst through 
seventh data blocks in memory (i.e. a cache). 

In a second step, the client 302 receives ?rst through third 
responses, 314 . . . 318, from the ?rst through third storage 

devices, 304 . . . 308, respectively. The ?rst response 314 
provides the ?rst and second data blocks and a load of four. 
The ?rst and second data blocks Were provided from the 
memory of the ?rst storage device 304. The load of four 
indicates a relative expected response time for the ?rst storage 
device 304. The second response 316 provides the third and 
fourth data blocks and a load of three. The third response 318 
provides the ?fth data block and a load of one. 

In a third step 320, the client 302 requests the sixth and 
seventh data blocks from the third storage device 308 since 
the third storage device 308 provided the loWest load (i.e., the 
loWest relative expected response time). In response, the third 
storage device 308 places the sixth and seventh data blocks in 
the memory of the third storage device 308 and provides the 
sixth and seventh data blocks to the client 302. 
The ?rst through third storage devices, 304 . . . 308, main 

tain the ?rst through seventh data blocks in the memory 
according to the local caching policy. For example, if the ?rst 
through third storage devices, 304 . . . 308, employ the LRU 
caching policy, the ?rst storage device 304 places the ?rst and 
second data blocks at the end of an eviction queue for the 
memory of the ?rst storage device 304. LikeWise, the second 
and third storage devices, 306 and 308, place the third and 
fourth data blocks, and the ?fth through seventh data blocks at 
the end of their respective eviction queues. If the client 302 or 
another client instantiates the method of cooperative caching 
of the present invention at a time in the near future (before the 
LRU eviction policy evicts any of the ?rst through seventh 
data blocks), the second step Will return the ?rst through 
seventh data blocks from the ?rst through third storage 
devices, 304 . . . 308, obviating the need to perform the third 
step 320. 
The exemplary embodiment 300 (FIG. 3) demonstrates at 

least three bene?ts of the method of cooperative caching of 
the present invention. First, the method ef?ciently causes the 
?rst through third storage devices, 304 . . . 308, to perform the 
cooperative caching. It is e?icient in that the tWo requests of 
the ?rst and third steps in conjunction With the local caching 
policy combine to perform the cooperative caching. Second, 
it avoids duplication of data blocks Within the caches of 
multiple storage devices. The act of caching occurs in 
response to the third step, Which requests the remainder of the 
data blocks from the storage device having the minimal 
expected response time. Since other storage devices Which 
store the replicated data are not requested to provide the data, 
the data does not appear in the other caches. Third, it balances 
the load among the storage devices by only requesting the 
non-cached data blocks from the storage device having the 
loWest expected response time. This increases the load on this 
storage device While not increasing the load on other storage 
devices. Similar bene?ts accrue for erasure coded data. 
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The foregoing detailed description of the present invention 
is provided for the purposes of illustration and is not intended 
to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the embodiments 
disclosed. Accordingly, the scope of the present invention is 
de?ned by the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of cooperative caching for a distributed stor 

age system comprising the steps of: 

5 

requesting data from caches of storage devices Which hold 10 
the data; 

in response to said requesting, receiving any cached blocks 
of the data and expected response performances for pro 
viding any non-cached blocks of the data from the stor 
age devices; and 

requesting a su?icient number of the non-cached blocks 
from one or more particular storage devices Which pro 
vide an expectation of optimal performance. 

2. The method of claim 1 Wherein the expected response 
performances comprise expected response costs and the 
expectation of optimal performance comprises an expecta 
tion of minimal response co st for providing a remainder of the 
data. 

3. The method of claim 1 Wherein the expected response 
performances comprise combinations of an expected 
response cost and an expected response time, and the expec 
tation of optimal performance comprises an optimal combi 
nation of an expectation of a response cost for providing a 
remainder of the data and an expectation of a response time 
for receiving the remainder of the data. 

4. The method of claim 1 Wherein the expected response 
performances comprise expected response times and the 
expectation of optimal performance comprises an expecta 
tion of minimal response time for receiving a remainder of the 
data. 

5. A method of cooperative caching for a distributed stor 
age system comprising the steps of: 

requesting data from caches of storage devices Which hold 
the data; 

in response to said requesting, receiving any cached blocks 
of the data and expected response times for providing 
non-cached blocks of the data from the storage devices; 
and 

requesting a su?icient number of the non-cached blocks 
from one or more particular storage devices Which pro 
vide a remainder of the data With an expectation of a 
minimal response time. 

6. The method of claim 5 Wherein the cached blocks, if any, 
are held in a cache-level of a storage hierarchy and the non 
cached blocks are held a sloWer-response level of the storage 
hierarchy. 

7. The method of claim 5 Wherein the cached blocks, if any, 
are held in a cache memory and the non-cached blocks are 
held in a sloWer-response memory or storage. 

8. The method of claim 5 Wherein multiple copies of the 
data exist in the distributed storage system. 

9. The method of claim 8 Wherein the copies of the data 
comprise replicated data. 

10. The method of claim 8 Wherein the copies of the data 
comprise mirrored data. 

11. The method of claim 8 Wherein the step of requesting 
the su?icient number of the non-cached blocks from the one 
or more particular storage devices Which provide the expec 
tation of the minimal response time for receiving the remain 
der of the copies of the data comprises requesting subsets of 
the remainder of the data blocks from a set of the storage 
devices Which each provide a loW expected response time. 
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12. The method of claim 5 Wherein the data comprises 

erasure coded data. 

13. The method of claim 12 Wherein a stripe of the erasure 
coded data comprises data blocks and parity blocks. 

14. The method of claim 5 Wherein the step of requesting 
the su?icient number of the non-cached blocks from the one 
or more particular storage devices Which provide the expec 
tation of the minimal response time for receiving the remain 
der of the data includes considering available netWork band 
Width and netWork latencies betWeen a requestor and the 
storage devices. 

15. The method of claim 5 Wherein each expected response 
time comprises a load on a responding storage device. 

16. The method of claim 15 Wherein the load comprises a 
Weighted sum of outstanding cache-read requests, outstand 
ing cache-Write requests, outstanding disk-read requests, and 
outstanding disk Write requests. 

17. The method of claim 5 Wherein the expectation of the 
minimal response time is based upon the expected response 
times provided by the storage devices. 

18. The method of claim 5 Wherein the expectation of the 
minimal response time is based upon a combination of the 
expected response times provided by the storage devices and 
historical correction factors. 

19. A method of cooperative caching for a distributed stor 
age system comprising the steps of: 

requesting data blocks of replicated data from caches of 
storage devices Which hold the replicated data; 

in response to said requesting, receiving cached data 
blocks of the replicated data, if any, and an expected 
response time for providing non-cached data blocks of 
the replicated data from one or more responding storage 
devices; and 

requesting a remainder of the data blocks of the replicated 
data from a particular storage device having a minimal 
expected response time. 

20. The method of claim 19 Wherein the expected response 
time for the responding storage device comprises a load on 
the responding storage device. 

21. The method of claim 20 Wherein the load comprises a 
Weighted sum of outstanding cache-read requests, outstand 
ing cache-Write requests, outstanding disk-read requests, and 
outstanding disk Write requests. 

22. The method of claim 19 Wherein the step of receiving 
the cached data blocks, if any, and the expected response time 
for providing the non-cached data blocks from at least one of 
the storage devices comprises: 

receiving ?rst level cached data blocks, if any, from at least 
one of the storage devices; 

requesting the data blocks less received cached data blocks 
from a second level cache from the storage devices; and 

receiving the second level cached data blocks, if any, and 
the expected response time from at least one of the 
storage devices. 

23. The method of claim 19 Wherein the step of receiving 
the cached data blocks, if any, and the expected response time 
for providing the non-cached data blocks from at least one of 
the storage devices comprises: 

receiving ?rst level cached data blocks, if any, from at least 
one of the storage devices; 

requesting the data blocks less received ?rst level cached 
data blocks from a second level cache from the storage 
devices; 

receiving the second level cached data blocks, if any, from 
at least one of the storage devices; 
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requesting the data blocks less received ?rst and second 
level cached data blocks from a third level cache from 
the storage devices; and 

receiving the third level cached data blocks, if any, and the 
expected response time from at least one of the storage 
devices. 

24. The method of claim 19 Wherein the cached blocks are 
held in a memory and the memory comprises a hierarchy of a 
cache memory and a sloWer memory. 

25. The method of claim 24 Wherein the expected response 
time indicates the expected response time for providing the 
non-cached blocks from the sloWer memory if the non-cached 
blocks reside in the sloWer memory. 

26. The method of claim 24 Wherein each storage device 
?rst looks for cached data blocks in the cache memory and, if 
needed, then looks for the cached data blocks in the sloWer 
memory. 

27. The method of claim 19 Wherein the responding storage 
device further comprises storage and Wherein the non-cached 
data blocks reside in the storage. 

28. The method of claim 19 Wherein the step of requesting 
the data blocks of the replicated data from the storage devices 
staggers the requests over time. 

29. The method of claim 19 Wherein the step of requesting 
the data blocks of the replicated data from the storage devices 
?rst requests the data blocks from the storage devices having 
a better performance history. 

30. The method of claim 19 further comprising the step of 
canceling any outstanding requests once the data blocks have 
been received. 

31. A method of cooperative caching for a distributed stor 
age system comprising the steps of: 

requesting a stripe of erasure coded data from caches of 
storage devices Which hold the erasure coded data, the 
stripe of erasure coded data comprising data blocks and 
one or more parity blocks; 

if the cache of any of the storage devices holds one of the 
data blocks or the one or more parity blocks, receiving a 
cached block from each of a subset of the storage devices 
in response to said requesting, the cached block com 
prising a cached data block or a cached parity block held 
in the memory of a responding storage device; 

in response to said requesting, receiving an expected 
response time for providing a non-cached block from 
each of remaining storage devices, the non-cached block 
comprising the data block or the parity block not held in 
the memory of the responding storage device; and 

requesting that each of a minimum number of the remain 
ing storage devices having a minimal expected response 
time provide the data block or the parity block that it 
holds in order to receive a minimum number of blocks 
needed to reconstruct the stripe of erasure coded data. 

32. A computer readable media comprising computer code 
for implementing a method of cooperative caching for a dis 
tributed storage system, the method of cooperative caching 
comprising the steps of: 

requesting data from caches of storage devices Which hold 
the data; 

in response to said requesting, receiving any cached blocks 
of the data and expected response times for providing 
any non-cached blocks of the data from the storage 
devices; and 
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requesting a suf?cient number of the non-cached blocks 

from one or more particular storage devices Which pro 
vide an expectation of optimal performance. 

33. A computer readable media comprising computer code 
for implementing a method of cooperative caching for a dis 
tributed storage system, the method of cooperative caching 
comprising the steps of: 

requesting data from caches of storage devices Which hold 
the data; 

in response to said requesting, receiving any cached blocks 
of the data and expected response times for providing 
non-cached blocks of the data from the storage devices; 
and 

requesting a suf?cient number of the non-cached blocks 
from one or more particular storage devices Which pro 
vide a remainder of the data With an expectation of a 
minimal response time. 

34. The computer readable media of claim 33 Wherein the 
data comprises replicated data. 

35. The computer readable media of claim 33 Wherein the 
data comprises erasure coded data. 

36. A computer readable media comprising computer code 
for implementing a method of cooperative caching for a dis 
tributed storage system, the method of cooperative caching 
comprising the steps of: 

requesting data blocks of replicated data from caches of 
storage devices Which hold the replicated data; 

in response to said requesting, receiving cached data 
blocks of the replicated data, if any, and an expected 
response time for providing non-cached data blocks of 
the replicated data from one or more responding storage 
devices; and 

requesting a remainder of the data blocks of the replicated 
data from a particular storage device having a minimal 
expected response time. 

37. A computer readable media comprising computer code 
for implementing a method of cooperative caching for a dis 
tributed storage system, the method of cooperative caching 
comprising the steps of: 

requesting a stripe of erasure coded data from caches of 
storage devices Which hold the erasure coded data, the 
stripe of erasure coded data comprising data blocks and 
one or more parity blocks; 

if the cache of any of the storage devices holds one of the 
data blocks or the one or more parity blocks, receiving a 
cachedblock from each of a subset of the storage devices 
in response to said requesting, the cached block com 
prising a cached data block or a cached parity block held 
in the memory of a responding storage device; 

in response to said requesting, receiving an expected 
response time for providing a non-cached block from 
each of remaining storage devices, the non-cached block 
comprising the data block or the parity block not held in 
the memory of the responding storage device; and 

requesting that each of a minimum number of the remain 
ing storage devices having a minimal expected response 
time provide the data block or the parity block that it 
holds in order to receive a minimum number of blocks 
needed to reconstruct the stripe of erasure coded data. 


