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PRINTING SYSTEM HAVING A CRADLE 
MOUNTED TO A PRINTER AND A CAMERA 

MOUNTED TO THE CRADLE 

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The present invention contains subject matter related to 
Japanese Patent Application JP 2004-368317 ?led in the 
Japanese Patent Of?ce on Dec. 20, 2004, the entire contents 
of Which being incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a printing system Which 

can mount a camera device on a printer device through a 
cradle device. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
As shoWn in Patent Document 1 (Japanese Patent No. 

3446374), there has been a system Which can mount a camera 
device is directly on a printer device and image data of the 
camera device is printed by the printer device. Further, a small 
camera device, such as a digital still camera can be mounted 
on a cradle device. For example, When a small camera device 
is mounted on a cradle device, a charge type battery built in 
the camera device can be charged. Further, the camera device 
can exchange data by Wire With other electronic devices. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is made in vieW of the above-men 
tioned problems, and it is desirable to provide a novel printing 
system Which can mount a cradle device to be mounted With 
a camera device on a printer device. 

It is also desirable to provide a printing system Which can 
mount the cradle device on the printer device With good 
appearance. 

Further, it is also desirable to provide a printing system 
Which, When the camera device is mounted on the printer 
device through the cradle device, data of the camera device 
can be printed by the printer device to improve the conve 
nience. 

The printing system according to the present invention 
includes a camera device having an imaging unit and a 
memory for storing image data photographed by the imaging 
unit, a cradle device having a camera mounting section that 
the camera device is mounted in the state that the camera 
device is electrically connected and a terminal unit or an 
operating unit that is provided on the back surface and is 
electrically connected to other electronic devices, and a 
printer device that has a cradle mounting section mounted in 
the state that the cradle device is electrically connected and 
prints image data inputted from the cradle device. The cradle 
mounting section has a covering portion that covers the ter 
minal unit or the operating unit provided on the back surface 
of the cradle device. 

According to the present invention, the camera device is 
mounted on the cradle device and electrically connected to 
the cradle device. Further, the cradle device is mounted on the 
printer device and electrically connected to the printer device. 
Thus, the image data stored in the camera device can be 
printed by the printer device and the convenience can be 
improved. 

Further, the covering portion is provided in the cradle 
mounting section of the printer device. When the cradle 
device is mounted on the cradle mounting section, the termi 
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2 
nal unit and the operating unit provided on the back surface of 
the cradle device can be concealed. Thus, the deterioration of 
the appearance can be prevented. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a printing system according 
to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of a digital still camera and a 
cradle device that constitute the printing system; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the cradle device and a 
printer device that constitute the printing system; 

FIG. 4 is a back vieW of the printer device on Which the 
cradle device is mounted; and 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the printing system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

A printing system to Which the present invention is applied 
Will be hereinafter described With reference to the draWings. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1, a printing system 1 according to the 

present invention includes a digital still camera 10, a cradle 
device 20 on Which the digital still camera 10 is mounted, and 
a printer device 30 on Which the cradle device 20 is mounted. 
The digital still camera 10 has, as shoWn in FIG. 1 and FIG. 

2, a camera body 11 formed in a substantially rectangular 
shape. In the camera body 11, a control circuit substrate in 
Which various electric circuits for realiZing a camera function 
are assembled is incorporated, and a charge type battery is 
arranged. An imaging unit 12 constituted by imaging ele 
ments such as a plurality of lenses, a CCD (Charge-Coupled 
Device) element, a CMOS (Complementary Metal-Oxide 
Semiconductor) is provided on the front surface of the camera 
body 11. Moreover, a shutter button 18 is provided on the 
upper surface of the camera body 11. Also, a display unit 13 
is provided on the back surface of the camera body 11. The 
display unit 13 is formed, for example, in a substantially 
rectangular shape. The display unit 13 is formed of a display 
element such as an LCD (Liquid Crystal Display), an organic 
EL display (Organic Electroluminescence Display). A vieW 
?nder 14 for de?ning a photographing range is provided at the 
upper side of the display unit 13. Further, an operating unit 15 
having a plurality of operating buttons is provided adjacent to 
the display unit 13 on the back surface of the camera body 11. 
The operating unit 15 can operate to display image data 
stored, for example, in an internal memory on the display unit 
13. The operating unit 15 can set a detailed setup of the digital 
still camera 10, for example, on and off of a ?ash. 

Further, a mounting hole 16 in Which a tripod or the like is 
mounted is provided at the bottom of the camera body 11. In 
the mounting hole 16, an accessory such a tripod is mounted. 
In addition, When the camera body 11 is mounted on the 
cradle device 20, the mounting hole 16 becomes a hole to be 
engaged With a positioning projection formed on the camera 
mounting section of the cradle device 20. Further, a jack 17 
for electrically connecting the cradle device 20 is provided at 
the bottom of the cameral body 11. A poWer for charging is 
supplied from the jack 17 and the image data stored in the 
memory of the camera body 11 can be outputted to the cradle 
device 20 side from the jack 17. 
The digital still camera 10 constituted as described above 

can take a picture by pressing the shutter button 18 While 
observing the image displayed by the imaging unit 12 on the 
display unit 13. The digital still camera 10 can store the 
photographed image data in the internal memory and pre 
serve the image data. Further, the digital still camera 10 can 
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reproduce the image data stored in the memory on the display 
unit 13 by operating the operating unit 15. Incidentally, the 
memory may be a memory built in the camera body 1 1 or may 
be detachable from the camera body 11. The digital still 
camera 10 is grasped by a user and used at the photographing 
time. The digital still camera 10 is placed on the cradle device 
20 When not used. Moreover, the digital still camera 10 can 
reproduce the image data preserved in the memory in the state 
that the digital still camera 10 is mounted on the cradle device 
20 to shoW the image displayed on the display unit 13. 

The cradle device 20 on Which the digital still camera 10 is 
mounted as described above, has, as shoWn in FIG. 1 to FIG. 
3, a cradle body 21 formed in a substantially rectangular 
shape. The cradle body 21 has a camera mounting section 22 
corresponding to the outer shape of the bottom of the digital 
still camera 10, at the position deviated to the back surface 
side on the upper surface of the cradle body 21. The camera 
mounting section 22 is constituted by a recess corresponding 
to the shape of the bottom of the digital still camera 10. 

The bottom 23 of the camera mounting section 22 is 
inclined to the upper side from the back surface of the cradle 
body 21 toWard the front surface. Therefore, as shoWn in FIG. 
1, When the digital still camera 10 is mounted at the camera 
mounting section 22 of the cradle device 20, the display unit 
13 provided on the back surface of the camera body 11 is 
directed toWard the front surface of the cradle device 20. 
Thus, the image displayed on the display unit 13 can be easily 
observed. In the camera mounting section 22, a connector 24 
connected to a jack 17 provided at the bottom of the camera 
body 11 is provided. The connector 24 is electrically con 
nected to the jack 17 of the digital still camera 10. Accord 
ingly, poWer for charging is supplied to the digital still camera 
10 and the image data is inputted from the digital still camera 
10. An operation signal for operating the digital still camera 
1 0 at the operating unit 27 is inputted to the digital still camera 
1 0. A positioning projection 25 to be engaged With the mount 
ing hole 16 formed at the bottom of the camera body 11 is 
formed at the bottom 23 of the camera mounting section 22. 
On the camera mounting section 22 as described above, a 

supporting piece 26 for supporting the front surface side of 
the camera body 11 is formed at the back surface side of the 
cradle body 21 in a substantially U shape so as to abut on the 
front surface of the camera body 11 and the side surfaces 
adjacent to the front surface of the camera body 11. The 
supporting piece 26 supports the camera body 11 mounted 
obliquely at the camera mounting section 22 from the bottom 
side of the camera body 11 so that the display unit 13 faces 
upWard. 

The cradle body 21 has an operating surface at the front 
surface side of the camera mounting section 22. An operating 
unit 27 having a plurality of push buttons is provided on the 
operating surface. When the digital still camera 10 is mounted 
at the camera mounting section 22 and electrically connected, 
the operating unit 27 can perform substantially the same 
operation as the operating unit 15. 

The cradle body 21 includes as folloWs. On the back sur 
face of the cradle body 21, a ?rst jack 2811 connected With a 
connection cord Which is connected to the display of the 
camera, a monitor, or the like and outputs AV data such as 
image data, a second jack 28b connected With a connection 
cord Which is connected to an information processing unit 
such as a personal computer and outputs image data and the 
like, and a third jack 280 Which receives a DC poWer are 
provided. Incidentally, a changeover sWitch or the like for 
sWitching input and output may be provided in addition to the 
jacks on the back surface of the cradle body 21. Further, a jack 
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4 
29 for electrically connected With the printer device 30 and 
the cradle mounting section is provided at the bottom of the 
cradle body 21. 

Incidentally, in the inside of the cradle body 21, a printed 
circuit board is contained. On the printed circuit board, a 
circuit for connecting the digital still camera 10 to the printer 
device 30, a charge control circuit for charging the battery of 
the digital still camera 10, and the like are incorporated. 
The digital still camera 10 is to be mounted With the back 

surface provided With the display unit 13 of the digital still 
camera 10 at the front surface side of the camera mounting 
section 22 of the cradle device 20 and the imaging unit 12 at 
the back surface side. The camera mounting section 22 sup 
ports the front surface side of the digital still camera 10 by the 
supporting piece 26 provided to form a substantially U shape 
at the back surface side of the cradle body 21. In the state that 
the digital still camera 10 is mounted on the camera mounting 
section 22, the connector 24 provided at the camera mounting 
section 22 is electrically connected to the jack 17 provided at 
the bottom of the camera body 11. In the state that the digital 
still camera 10 is mounted at the cradle device 20, the battery 
can be charged by the DC poWer inputted from the third jack 
280, for example. In the state that the digital still camera 10 is 
mounted on the cradle device 20, the digital still camera 10 
can display the image data stored in the memory built in the 
camera body 11 on the display unit 13. Further, the image data 
can be displayed on a monitor connected to the second jack 
28b by the connection cord. The operation of the digital still 
camera 10 mounted on the cradle device 20 can be performed 
by using the operating unit 27 of the cradle device 20, in 
addition to the operating unit 15 of the digital still camera 10. 

Incidentally, the camera mounting section 22 does not have 
a supporting piece for supporting the digital still camera 10 at 
the front surface side of the cradle device 20. Therefore, the 
removal of the digital still camera 10 is performed by tilting 
the digital still camera 10 to the front surface side of the cradle 
device 20. 
As described above, When the image data stored in the 

memory of the digital still camera 1 0 is reproduced or printed, 
the image data is reproduced or printed in the state that the 
digital still camera 10 is mounted on the cradle device 20 in 
many cases. Thus, in the printing system 1, the cradle device 
20 is mounted on the printer device 30. The image data stored 
in the memory of the digital still camera 10 is outputted to the 
printer device 30 and can be printed by the printer device 30. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, in the printer device 30 on 

Which the cradle device 20 is mounted, a cradle mounting 
section 32 on Which the cradle device 20 is mounted, is 
provided on the upper surface of a hosing 31. The cradle 
mounting section 32 is constituted by a recess corresponding 
to the shape of the bottom of the cradle device 20. At the 
bottom of the cradle mounting section 32, a connector 33 
connected to the jack 29 provided at the bottom of the cradle 
body 21 that constitutes the cradle device 20 is provided. 
When the digital still camera 10 is mounted on the cradle 
device 20, the connector 33 supplies a poWer for charging the 
digital still camera 10 through the cradle device 20, and 
receives the image data from the digital still camera 10 
through the cradle device 20. Further, the connector 33 inputs 
an operation signal for operating the digital still camera 10 in 
the operating unit to the digital still camera 10. 
On the camera mounting section 22, the cradle device 20 is 

mounted With the front surface of the cradle device 20 aligned 
With the front surface side of the housing 31. The ?rst to third 
jacks 28a to 280 are provided on the back surface of the cradle 
body 21 of the cradle device 20. A covering portion 34 Which 
covers the back surface of the cradle body 21 mounted in the 
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cradle mounting section 32 is provided on the back surface 
side of the cradle mounting section 32. As shoWn in FIG. 4, 
the covering portion 34 is formed in siZe so as to be able to 
cover at least the ?rst to third jacks 28a to 280 of the back 
surface of the cradle body 21. In the state that the cradle 
device 20 is mounted on the cradle mounting section 32, the 
covering portion 34 conceals the ?rst to third jacks 28a to 280 
to improve the appearance. Further, the covering portion 34 
prevents dusts, and the like from being adhered to the ?rst to 
third jacks 28a to 280. 

In order to function the covering portion 34 as a position 
controlling Wall When the cradle device 20 is mounted on the 
cradle mounting section 32, the covering portion 34 is formed 
in a substantially U shape so as to cover the back surface of the 
cradle body 21 and both the side surfaces adjacent to the back 
surface. 
At the front surface side of the cradle mounting section 32 

that is the upper surface of the housing 31 for constituting the 
printer device 30, an operating unit 35 constituted by a plu 
rality of push buttons is provided. When the cradle device 20 
is mounted on the cradle mounting section 32 and electrically 
connected to the cradle mounting section 32, the operating 
unit 35 can perform a similar operation to the operating unit 
15 of the digital still camera 10 or the operating unit 27 of the 
cradle device 20. 

Further, in the printer device 30, a printing section that 
prints image data on a recording sheet 36 is provided. The 
printing section is constituted by a recording head for print 
ing, a feeding mechanism for feeding a recording sheet 36, 
and the like. The printing head is a thermal head for perform 
ing thermal recording, an ink jet head for printing With ink, or 
a laser printer head forperforming laser printing. The printing 
head prints, for example, the image data inputted from the 
digital still camera 10 through the cradle device 20 on the 
recording sheet 36. 

Moreover, on the printer device 30 as described above, the 
cradle device 20 on Which the digital still camera 10 is 
mounted, can be mounted on the cradle mounting section 32. 
At the time, the ?rst to third jacks 28a to 280 provided on the 
back surface of the cradle device 20 are covered With the 
covering portion 34, and not exposed. Therefore, the printer 
device 30 can prevent deterioration of the appearance When 
the printer device 20 is mounted on the cradle mounting 
section 32, and prevent dust and the like from being adhered 
to the ?rst to third jacks 28a to 280. 

In the printer device 30, When the cradle device 20 on 
Which the digital still camera 10 is mounted is mounted on the 
cradle mounting section 32, the connector 33 is electrically 
connected to the jack 29 of the cradle device 20. Thus, the 
image data outputted from the digital still camera 10 is input 
ted through the cradle device 20. Then, the inputted image 
data can be printed by the printer device 30. Further, in the 
state that the cradle device 20 on Which the digital still camera 
10 is mounted, the printer device 30 can charge the digital still 
camera 10 through the cradle device 20. 

Further, on the printer device 30, the cradle device 20 on 
Which the digital still camera 10 is not mounted, can be 
mounted. For example, When the cradle device 20 has a 
memory function for storing image data, the image data 
stored in the memory is inputted to the printer device 30, and 
the inputted image data can be printed. 

The digital still camera 10, the cradle device 20 and the 
printer device 30 that constitute the printer system 1 as 
described above, have a circuit con?guration as shoWn in 
FIG. 5. 
More particularly, the above-mentioned digital still camera 

10 includes a camera controller 41 Which controls the entire 
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6 
digital still camera 10. To the camera controller 41, the above 
mentioned imaging unit 12, the display unit 13, the operating 
unit 15, and the shutter button 18 are electrically connected. 
Further, a memory 42 for storing the image data photo 
graphed by the imaging unit 12, and a cradle interface (here 
inafter referred to as a cradle UP) 43 electrically connected to 
the cradle device 20 are electrically connected. 
The memory 42 is a semiconductor memory built in the 

camera body 11, an IC card Which uses a magnetic disc or a 
semiconductor memory detachably attached to the camera 
body 11 as a storage element, an optical disc, a magnetic disc, 
or the like. The memory 42 stores the photographed image 
data and the like in such a recording medium. 
The cradle UP 43 is an interface Which performs data 

communication or the like With the cradle device 20. The 
cradle UP 43 is provided With the jack 17. Various operation 
signals are inputted from the cradle device 20 to the digital 
still camera 10. Additionally, the image data stored in the 
memory 42 or the operation signal generated in the digital still 
camera 10 is outputted from the cradle UP 43. Further, a 
poWer for charging the charge type battery 44 of the digital 
still camera 10 is supplied from the cradle device 20. 

In the above-mentioned digital still camera 10, a camera 
mode and a reproducing mode can be selected by using the 
operating unit 15. In the case of the camera mode, the image 
data and the like photographed by the imaging unit 12 can be 
stored in the memory 42. In the case of the reproducing mode, 
the image data stored in the memory 42 is outputted to the 
display unit 13, the monitor or the like connected to the ?rst 
jack 28a of the cradle device 20. Thus, the image data stored 
in the memory 42 can be seen. When the digital still camera 
10 is mounted on the cradle device 20, the charge type battery 
44 can be charged. 

Further, the cradle device 20 includes a cradle controller 51 
for controlling the entire cradle device 20. In the cradle con 
troller 51, the above-mentioned operating unit 27 and the ?rst 
to third jacks 28a to 280 are connected. In addition, a memory 
52 for storing the image data and the like, a charging circuit 53 
for charging the charge type battery 44 of the digital still 
camera 10, a camera interface (hereinafter referred to as a 
camera UP) 54 connected to the cradle UP 43 of the digital still 
camera 10, and a printer interface (hereinafter referred to as a 
printer UP) 55 electrically connected to the printer device 30 
are electrically connected. 
The memory 52 is a semiconductor memory built in the 

cradle body 21, an IC card Which uses a magnetic disc or a 
semiconductor memory detachable from the camera body 11 
as a storage element, an optical disc, a magnetic disc, or the 
like. The memory 52 stores the image data transmitted from 
the digital still camera 10, or the image data inputted from the 
other electronic devices the second jack 28b in such a record 
ing medium. In the memory 52, further, the image data 
received via radio may be stored. 

The charging circuit 53 supplies a DC poWer inputted from 
the third jack 280 or the printer device 30 to the digital still 
camera 10 through the camera UP 54 for charging the charge 
type battery 44 of the digital still camera 10. Thus, the cradle 
device 20 can charge the charge type battery 44 When the 
digital still camera 10 is mounted on the cradle device 20. 
The camera UP 54 is an interface for performing data 

communication and the like With the digital still camera 10. 
The connector 24 is connected to the camera UP 54. Various 
operation signals and image data from the digital still camera 
10 are inputted from the camera UP 54. Further, the camera 
UP 54 supplies the poWer for charging the charge type battery 
44 of the digital still camera 10. 
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The printer UP 55 is an interface for performing data com 
munication and the like With the printer device 3 0. The printer 
UP 55 includes the jack 29. The image data or the like for 
printing is outputted from the printer UP 55 to the printer 
device 30. Further, the poWer for charging the charge type 
battery 44 of the digital still camera 10 is supplied from the 
printer UP 55. 

In the cradle device 20 as described above, When the digital 
still camera 10 is mounted on the cradle device 20, the DC 
poWer inputted from the third jack 280 or the printer device 3 0 
is supplied through the coupled cradle UP 43 and camera UP 
54 to the charge type battery 44 of the digital still camera 10, 
and the battery 44 can be charged. Further, the cradle device 
20 can store the image data inputted through the camera UP 54 
from the digital still camera 10 or the image data inputted 
from the second jack 28b in the memory 52. Therefore, the 
cradle device 20 can output the image data stored in the 
memory 52 for printing from the printer UP 55 even in the 
state that the digital still camera 1 0 is mounted or the state that 
the digital still camera 10 is not mounted on the cradle device 
20. 

Further, the printer device 30 includes a printer controller 
61 for controlling the entire printer device 30. To the printer 
controller 61, a printing unit 62 for printing and the operating 
unit 35 are electrically connected and, a cradle UP 63 con 
nected to the printer UP 55 of the cradle device 20, and a 
communication interface (hereinafter referred to a communi 
cation I/F) 64 for connecting With other electronic devices, 
for example, a personal computer, are electrically connected. 

The printing unit 62 is constituted by a recording head for 
printing, a feeding mechanism for feeding the recording sheet 
36, and the like. As the printing head 62, a thermal head for 
performing thermal recording, an ink jet head for printing 
With ink, or a laser printer head for performing laser printing 
is used. The printing head 62 prints the image data inputted 
from the digital still camera 10 through the cradle device 20 
on the recording sheet 36. 

The cradle UP 63 is an interface for performing data com 
munication and the like With the cradle device 20. The cradle 
UP 63 includes the connector 33. The image data and the like 
for printing is inputted to the printer device 30 by the cradle 
UP 64. Further, the cradle UP 63 supplies the poWer for 
charging the charge type battery 44 of the digital still camera 
10 to the digital still camera 10 through the cradle device 20. 
The communication UP 64 is an interface for performing a 

Wired or radio data communication With other electronic 
devices, such as a personal computer. For example, the image 
data transmitted from other electronic devices is received. 

In the printer device 30 as described above, When the image 
data inputted from the memory 42 of the digital still camera 
10 through the cradle device 20 or the image data inputted 
from the memory 52 of the cradle device 20 is received, the 
received image data can be printed by the printing unit 62. 
Further, the printer device 30 can supply the poWer for charg 
ing to the digital still camera 10 through the cradle device 20 
by mounting the cradle device 20 on Which the digital still 
camera 10 is mounted. 

In the printing system 1 as described above, the digital still 
camera 10 can be mounted on the cradle device 20 and the 
cradle device 20 can be mounted on the printer device 30 to 
electrically connect one another. Therefore, When the inter 
face of the shape or the like of the cradle mounting section 32 
of the printer device 30 is made common, various digital still 
cameras 10 can be electrically connected to the printer device 
30. The covering portion 34 is provided at the cradle mount 
ing section 32 of the printer device 30 to mount the cradle 
device 20 on the printer device 30. Thus, the ?rst to third j acks 
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28a to 280 provided on the back surface of the cradle device 
20 are covered With the covering portion 34. Accordingly, it is 
possible to prevent the appearance from being deteriorated 
When the cradle device 20 is mounted on the printer device 3 0. 
When the cradle device 20 is mounted on the cradle mount 

ing section 32 of the printer device 30, the ?rst to third jacks 
28a to 280 are covered With the covering portion 34, and 
become unusable. HoWever, the cradle device 20 is electri 
cally connected to the printer device 30. Thus, the interface of 
the printer device 30 can be used instead of the ?rst to third 
jack 28a to 280. 

Further, on the cradle device 20, the digital still camera 10 
is mounted With the display unit 13 of the back surface as a 
front surface. Further, the cradle device 20 is mounted on the 
printer device 30 With the display unit 13 of the digital still 
camera 10 aligned With the front surface side of the printer 
device 30. Therefore, the user can easily select image data to 
be printed While vieWing the image displayed on the display 
unit 13 of the digital still camera 10 by using the operating 
unit 15 of the digital still camera 10, the operating unit 27 of 
the cradle device 20 or the operating unit 35 of the printer 
device 30. 

In the printing system 1, the digital still camera 10 is 
electrically connected to the printer device 30 through the 
cradle device 20. Even if the digital still camera 10 is not 
mounted, only the cradle device 20 can be electrically con 
nected to the printer device 30. Thus, the image data stored in 
the memory 42 of the digital still camera 10 or the image data 
stored in the memory 52 of the cradle device 20 can be printed 
by the printer device 30. Thus, the convenience can be 
improved. 

Furthermore, When the digital still camera 10 is mounted 
on the cradle device 20, and When the cradle device 20 is 
mounted on the printer device 30, the digital still camera 10 
can be charged. Therefore, the convenience can be improved. 

Incidentally, the device mounted on the cradle device is not 
limited to the above-mentioned digital still camera 10. An 
electronic device such as a video camera may be used as long 
as the device has a photographing function. Further, the elec 
trical connection of the digital still camera 10 and the cradle 
device 20 and/or the electrical connection of the cradle device 
20 and the printer device 30 may be performed by using a 
connector and a jack, or When mounted on the mounting 
section, performed at a contact point Where the terminals are 
contacted With each other. 

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that 
various modi?cations, combinations, sub-combinations and 
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and 
other factors insofar as they are Within the scope of the 
appended claims or the equivalents thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A printing system, comprising: 
a camera having an imaging unit, a memory for storing 

image data photographed by the imaging unit, and a ?rst 
operating unit on a surface of the camera for controlling 
camera functions; 

a cradle having a cradle body With a camera mounting 
section for receiving the camera, the cradle body having 
an operating surface With a second operating unit, and a 
plurality of jacks provided on a back surface of the 
cradle body, the mounted camera being electrically con 
nected to the second operating unit; and 

a printer having a cradle mounting section for receiving the 
cradle and for mechanically and electrically connecting 
the camera to the printer through the cradle, so that the 
printer prints the image data, the printer having a third 
operating unit on a surface of a housing of the printer, 
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wherein When the camera is mounted in the camera mount 
ing section, the second operating unit controls substan 
tially the same camera functions as the ?rst operating 

unit, 
Wherein the cradle mounting section includes a covering 

portion for covering the plurality of jacks on the back 
surface of the cradle body, and 

Wherein When the cradle is mounted in the cradle mounting 
section, the third operating unit controls substantially 
the same camera functions as the ?rst operating unit or 
the second operating unit. 

2. The printing system according to claim 1, Wherein the 
cradle has a memory for storing image data. 

10 
3. The printing system according to claim 1, Wherein the 

plurality of jacks includes a ?rst jack connected to a display of 
the camera, a second jack connected to an information pro 
cessing unit, and a third jack for receiving a DC poWer. 

4. The printing system according to claim 3, further com 
prising: 

a fourth jack provided on a bottom surface of the cradle 
body, the fourth jack being electrically connected With 
the printer and the cradle mounting section. 

5. The printing system according to claim 1, Wherein the 
camera mounting section includes a supporting piece formed 
at a back surface of the cradle body for supporting a front 
surface of the camera. 

* * * * * 


