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1'0 (tZZ whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RALPH E. DAVIS, a citi 

' zen of the United States, residing in Alton, in 
the county of Madison and State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Locking Devices for Incandes 
cent-Lamp Bulbs, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
forming part of this speci?cation. . 
My invention relates, to a locking device 

for securing incandescent-lamp bulbs to 
their sockets to furnish security against the 

’ purloining of said bulbs. 
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Figure I is a perspective view of an incan 
descent electric lamp with my locking device 
applied thereto. Fig. II is a perspective 
view of the locking device in open condition. 
Fig. III is a cross-section of the locking de 
vice shown applied to an incandescent elec 
tric lamp. Fig. IV is a cross~section taken 
through the locking device on line IV IV, 
Fig. III. Fig. V is an inside view of the lock 
ing device at the location of the lock-catches. 
Fig. VI is a top view of a modi?cation of my 
locking device. 
A designates the socket of an incandescent 

‘ lamp, and B the lamp-bulb that ?ts within 
said socket. 
My locking device consists of sections 1 and 

2, that are swingingly united by a hinge 3. 
Each of the sections 1 and 2 is provided with 
an upper inwardly-extending ?ange a, that is 
adapted to be clamped to the neck of the 
socket A when the locking device members 
are ?tted around said socket-neck, the point 
of ?tting of said ?ange being that immedi 
ately above the bead A’, common to all ordi 
nary incandescent-lamp sockets.- At the 
lower side of each of the members 1 and 2 is 
an inwardly-extending ?ange b, that when 
the locking-device members are ?tted to the ' 
incandescent lamp occupies positions be 
neath the ferrule of the lamp~bulb, as seen in 
Fig. III. Secured to the lower ?anges b are 
insulator-strips 4, that are adapted to engage 
the inner end of the lamp-bulb ferrule when 
the locking-device members are ?tted to the 
lamp, thereby insulating the lamp~bulb from 
its socket-shell. At the free end ofthe lock~ 
ing-device member 2 is a catch-tongue 5, that 
is secured to said member ina manner to pro 
ject beyond its end. 

6 is a spring-catch that is secured to the 
locking-device member 1 and preferably con 
sists of a pair ofhook-arms between which 

the catch-tongue 5 is adapted to pass to be 
engaged thereby when the free ends of the 
members 1 and 2 are brought together. In 
the member 1 is a keyhole 7, through which a 
suitable key 8 may be introduced to be 
turned for the purpose of spreading the 
catch-arms 6 and permitting separation of 
the catch-tongue 5 therefrom. 

In the use of my locking device the lamp 
bulb B is ?rst introduced into its socket. 
The locking members 1 and 2 are then placed 
around the socket and bulb withv the ‘upper 
?anges a located above the socket-bead A’ 
and the lower ?anges b with their insulator 
strips located beneath the bulb—ferrule. 
When the parts are in this position, the free 
ends of the locking-‘device members are 
brought together and the catch-tongue 5 en? 
ters into a position between the catch-arms 
'6 to be engaged thereby, thus ?rmlysecuring 
the locking device to the lamp and holding 
the lamp-bulb from extraction until the look 
ing device has been unlocked by the use of the 
key provided for that purpose. The unlock 
ing of the device is readily accomplished by 
introducing the key 8 through the keyhole 7 
and turning it to spread the catch~arms 6 and 
free the catch-tongue‘ previously positioned 
between said arms. 
While I have shown and described a spe 

ci?c construction of lock for securing the lock 
ing-device members in closed condition, I 
wish it understood that I do notwish to limit 
myself to this particular construction of lock, 
as any other suitable form may be ‘made use 
of. - 

In Fig. VI, I have shown a modi?cation in 
which the locking device is of elongated form 
when in closed condition instead of circular 
form when in _ closed condition. In this 
modi?cation 1'“l and 2a are the locking-device 
members united by a hinge 3“ and provided 
with ?anges similar to those previously de 
scribed. These members are adapted to be 
connected at their free ends by a look similar 
to the previously-described construction that 
may be released by a key 8a. 

I .claim as my invention— 
1. A locking device for securing incandes 

cent-electric-lamp bulbs to their sockets com 
prising a pair of members hinged to each 
other at ends thereof, and catches carried by 
said members and arranged for engagement 
with each other when the free ends of said 
members are brought together, substantially 
as set forth. 
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2. In a locking device for incandescent 
lamp bulbs, the combination of a pair of 
members hinged to each other and provided 
at their upper and lower sides with inwardly 
extending ?anges and catches carried by said 
members adapted for engagement with each 
other when the free ends of said members are 
brought together, substantially as set forth. 

3. In a lockin device for incandescent 
electric-lamp bul s, the combination of a 
pair of members hinged to each other and 
provided with upper and lower inwardly-ex 
tending ?anges, insulator-strips carried by 
said lower ?anges, and catches carried by 
said members adapted for engagement with 
each other when the free ends of said mem 
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bers are brought together, substantially as 
set forth. ' 

4. In a locking device for incandescent-i 
electric-lamp bulbs, the combination of a 
pair of members hinged to each other and 
one of which is provided with a keyhole, a 
pair of catch-arms carried by said keyhole 
containing member, and a catch-ton ue car 
ried by the other of said members an adapt 
ed for engagement between said catch-arms, 
substantially as set forth. 

RALPH E. DAVIS. 

Inpresenoe of—— 
NELLIE V. ALEXANDER, 
BLANGHE HOGAN. 
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