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PIPE HANDLING DEVICE AND SAFETY 
MECHANISM 

This application is a continuation of Ser. No. 11/913,761, 
?led Nov. 6, 2007, now US. Pat. No. 7,673,675 Which Was a 
national entry of PCT/CA2006/000759, ?led May 9, 2006, 
Which claimed priority to US. provisional application 
60/594,808, ?led May 9, 2005. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to a pipe handling device and a safety 
mechanism and, in particular, a safety mechanism for a pipe 
joint handling device in drilling or lining a Wellbore. 

BACKGROUND 

A top drive can be used in a drilling rig for handling a pipe 
string during drilling or lining a Wellbore. In some Well opera 
tions, an engaging apparatus, including an internal or external 
pipe gripping mechanism, can be connected beloW the top 
drive to grip a joint of pipe, such as casing, so that the engag 
ing apparatus and the joint of pipe can be driven axially and/or 
rotationally by the top drive. Some engaging apparatus for 
casing pipe are described in US. Pat. No. 6,311,792, issued 
November 2001 and International application WO00/05483, 
published February 2000, both to TESCO Corporation. 

In a drilling rig, the top drive can be hung in the mast With 
the engaging apparatus connected in drive communication 
and in substantial axial alignment therebeloW. The top drive 
and engaging apparatus are hung in the mast above the Well 
center, the top drive and engaging apparatus de?ne a main 
axis of the drilling rig that is aligned With Well center. Joints 
of pipe, for connection into the drill or liner string, can be 
supported, for example in a V-door, adjacent the main axis of 
the drilling rig. For connection into the drill or liner string, the 
pipe joints can be engaged by an elevator and brought under 
the drive system for engagement and handling. Generally, the 
elevator is supported on link arms. 

To pick up a pipe joint, the top drive is loWered to permit the 
elevator, either on conventional link arms or With the cables 
attached to the link arms, to be manually moved over and 
engaged about a pipe joint on the V-door. The top drive is then 
hoisted to pull the pipe joint off the V-door. Once free of the 
V-door, the pipe joint can be sWung by gravity under the 
engaging apparatus so that the gripping mechanism can 
engage the pipe joint. 

Recently, as described in applicant’s United States appli 
cation 2005-009835, published May 12, 2005, a pipe han 
dling device has been introduced Wherein the link arms are 
mounted to move With the top drive but are mounted beloW 
the quill of the top drive such that the link arms can be reduced 
in length and may be closer to the point of implementation 
over previous systems. In such assemblies of a pipe handling 
device With a pipe engaging apparatus, the pipe engaging 
apparatus includes a pipe gripping mechanism that is selected 
to grip a pipe for rotation thereof, as driven by a top drive and 
the pipe handling device includes at least one link arm that 
are, in normal operation, isolated from such rotation in order 
to hold and position a pipe for gripping by the pipe gripping 
mechanism, but not itself be rotated. Although the link arm of 
the pipe handling device is mounted on the pipe engaging 
apparatus, a bearing is positioned betWeen the link arms and 
the pipe gripping mechanism to permit rotational isolation of 
the link arms from the rotation of the pipe gripping mecha 
nism. The bearing can be provided at various points betWeen 
the pipe gripping mechanism and the at least one link arm 
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2 
depending on the parts of the pipe engaging apparatus that are 
connected for rotation With the pipe gripping mechanism and 
top drive. 

For example, in one embodiment, With reference to prior 
art FIG. 1, a pipe handling device 10 may be provided for 
mounting onto a pipe engaging apparatus 12. The pipe engag 
ing apparatus may include a main housing 14, a mandrel 16 
and a pipe gripping mechanism 17 selected to grip a pipe, for 
example pipe 22 in the Figure. The apparatus is connectable 
to a top drive 20, for example through an upper end 18 of 
mandrel 16 and the top drive provides axial and rotational 
drive for the pipe gripping mechanism and mandrel of the 
apparatus, Which in turn transmits this rotational and axial 
movement to a pipe being gripped. In this illustrated embodi 
ment, pipe gripping mechanism 17 and mandrel 16 rotate 
Within a main housing 14 as facilitated by a pipe engaging 
apparatus bearing 32. Main housing 14 in this embodiment 
generally is maintained stationary relative to the rotating 
mechanism 20 and mandrel 16 by use of an anti-rotation 
bracket 21 installed betWeen top drive 20 and housing 14. 
The pipe handling device 10 includes at least one link arm 

24 having a ?rst end 25 supported on the pipe engaging 
apparatus and able to pivotally move thereon and an outboard 
end 27 pivotally connectable to a pipe elevator segment 30, 
the link arm being siZed to present pipe 22 into a position to be 
gripped by the pipe engaging apparatus. In the illustrated 
embodiment, link arm 24 is mounted onto main housing 14 of 
apparatus 12 through a link hanger 29 formed on a link carrier 
bracket 19. Link hanger 29 forms a shaft on Which link arm 24 
can pivot. In this Way, link carrier bracket and therefore link 
arm are moved With the main housing and isolated from 
rotation With the pipe gripping mechanism by bearing 32 and 
anti-rotation bracket 21. 

Although isolated therefrom by bearing 32, the pipe han 
dling device is located in the rotational drive path of the top 
drive. Thus, in the event that engaging apparatus bearing 32 
should fail and seiZe, link carrier bracket 31 and link arm 24 
have the potential to rotate With the top drive. While anti 
rotation bracket 21 is intended to resist rotation of the housing 
14, link carrier bracket 19 and the link arm, a seiZed condition 
of bearing 32 may cause bracket 21 to also fail, as by breaking 
or ripping aWay from its installed position, such that the link 
arm may begin to rotate as driven by the top drive. Although 
the top drive Would be shut doWn in this situation, such a 
situation of uncontrolled rotation of the link arms With the top 
drive could create signi?cant safety concerns. 

SUMMARY 

In accordance With one aspect the present invention pro 
vides, a pipe handling assembly comprising a pipe engaging 
apparatus including a pipe gripping mechanism connectable 
to a top drive such that the top drive transmits rotational 
movement and axial movement to the pipe gripping mecha 
nism; a pipe handling device for mounting onto the pipe 
engaging apparatus, the pipe handling device including a link 
hanger mounted on the pipe engaging apparatus, a link arm 
having a ?rst end pivotally connectable to the link hanger and 
an outboard end selected to carry a pipe into a position to be 
gripped by the pipe engaging apparatus; a bearing for isolat 
ing rotational movement to the pipe gripping mechanism 
from the link hanger; and a connection for rigidly connecting 
the link hanger to the pipe engaging apparatus during opera 
tion of the pipe handling assembly, the connection selected to 
substantially prevent the link hanger from rotating With the 
pipe gripping mechanism should the bearing seiZe. 
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In accordance With another aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a pipe handling device for use With a pipe 
engaging apparatus for gripping a pipe, the pipe engaging 
apparatus including a main housing, a pipe gripping mecha 
nism, an upper end for drive connection to a top drive and a 
bearing betWeen the pipe gripping mechanism and the main 
housing for permitting rotation of the pipe gripping mecha 
nism relative to the housing, the pipe handling device com 
prising: a link hanger mountable on the main housing of the 
pipe engaging apparatus; a link arm including a pivotal con 
nection to the link hanger and an outboard end; and a link 
hanger connection for rigidly connecting the link hanger to 
the main housing during operation of the pipe engaging appa 
ratus, the link hanger connection selected to substantially 
prevent the link hanger from rotating With the main housing 
should the bearing betWeen the pipe gripping mechanism and 
the main housing seiZe. 

It is to be understood that other aspects of the present 
invention Will become readily apparent to those skilled in the 
art from the folloWing detailed description, Wherein various 
embodiments of the invention are shoWn and described by 
Way of illustration. As Will be realiZed, the invention is 
capable for other and different embodiments and its several 
details are capable of modi?cation in various other respects, 
all Without departing from the spirit and scope of the present 
invention. Accordingly the draWings and detailed description 
are to be regarded as illustrative in nature and not as restric 
tive. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A further, detailed, description of the invention, brie?y 
described above, Will folloW by reference to the folloWing 
draWings of speci?c embodiments of the invention. These 
draWings depict only typical embodiments of the invention 
and are therefore not to be considered limiting of its scope. In 
the draWings like reference numerals indicate similar parts 
throughout the several vieWs. In the draWings: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic side vieW of one embodiment of a 
prior art pipe handling device carrying a pipe elevator and 
mounted on a pipe engaging apparatus. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic side vieW of one embodiment of a 
pipe handling assembly carrying a pipe elevator and mounted 
on a pipe engaging apparatus. 

FIG. 3 is an exploded, perspective vieW of a pipe handling 
assembly. 

FIGS. 4A and 4B are a top plan vieW and a section along 
line A-A, respectively, of a link carrier bracket and top cap 
useful in a pipe handling assembly. 

FIGS. 5A and 5B are side elevation and top plan vieWs of 
a pipe handling device. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The detailed description set forth beloW in connection With 
the appended draWings is intended as a description of various 
embodiments of the present invention and is not intended to 
represent the only embodiments contemplated by the inven 
tors. The detailed description includes speci?c details for the 
purpose of providing a comprehensive understanding of the 
present invention. HoWever, it Will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that the present invention may be practiced 
Without these speci?c details. 

With reference to FIG. 2, in one embodiment a pipe han 
dling assembly, such as that described in reference to FIG. 1, 
including a pipe handling device 10 and a pipe engaging 
apparatus 12 may be provided With a connection 40 betWeen 
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4 
link arm 24 and bearing 32, the connection selected to sub 
stantially prevent the link arm hanger 29 from rotating With 
the pipe gripping mechanism 17 should bearing 32 therebe 
tWeen seiZe. Connection 40 can be formed to provide torque 
limiting breakaWay, as by being fusible, shearable, failable, 
etc. in response to the application of torque beyond a selected 
maximum to the link arm from top drive 20 through the pipe 
engaging apparatus. In this embodiment, connection 40 is 
shoWn as a fusible link positioned betWeen the link hanger 
carrier 19 and the main housing 14. 

In the illustrated embodiment of FIG. 3, another pipe han 
dling device 110 is shoWn for mounting onto a pipe engaging 
apparatus 112. The pipe engaging apparatus 112 of FIG. 3 is 
an internal gripping tool including a main housing 114, a 
mandrel 116 rotatable relative to the main housing by a bear 
ing 132 and a pipe gripping mechanism 117 for movement 
With the mandrel and actuation by an actuator that may be for 
example housed in main housing 114. The pipe engaging 
apparatus is connectable, for example through the top end 1 18 
of the mandrel, to a top drive (not shoWn, see FIG. 1) quill 
such that the top drive transmits rotational and axial move 
ment to the mandrel. The pipe handling device includes a pair 
of link arms 124 each having a ?rst end 125 pivotally con 
nectable to a link hanger 129 and an outboard end 127 pivot 
ally connectable to a pipe elevator through links 138. The link 
arms are siZed to present a pipe into a position to be gripped 
by the pipe engaging apparatus and, in particular, by pipe 
gripping mechanism 117 thereof. 
The pipe handling device also includes at least one con 

nection 140 for releasably connecting link hangers 129 to 
main housing 114 such that during normal operation of the 
pipe engaging apparatus, link hangers are rigidly connected 
to the main housing but connection 140 is selected to prevent 
the link hangers from rotating With the housing should bear 
ing 132 betWeen the mandrel and the main housing fail and 
seiZe. 
Of course, the pipe handling device may be incorporated to 

provide an overall pipe handling assembly With a safety 
mechanism provided by a connection 140 to prevent uncon 
trolled sWinging of the link arms With the top drive, should the 
bearing betWeen the mandrel and the main housing of the pipe 
engaging apparatus become seiZed. In one embodiment, it 
may be desirable to employ breakaWay hose ?ttings 145 on 
the pipe handling assembly as a further safety measure to 
reduce the haZard of “Whipping” hydraulic/poWer hoses 135 
in the event of a bearing seiZure. 
The pipe engaging apparatus and the pipe handling device 

may take various forms some of Which are disclosed in the 
patent applications of TESCO Corporation set out above. For 
example, in one embodiment as shoWn, link hangers 129 are 
mounted on or formed as a part of a link carrier bracket 131 
that mounts on main housing 114 of the pipe engaging appa 
ratus. Bracket 131 can include a key 12111 or other means to 
connect to the anti-rotation bracket (not shoWn, FIG. 1) 
extending doWn from the top drive. 

Pipe handling device 110 can be used to bring a section of 
casing from a pipe supply into a position for engagement by 
pipe engaging apparatus 112. For a quick revieW of the com 
ponents and structure of a pipe handling device, note that the 
illustrated pipe handling device bracket 131 is mounted on the 
pipe engaging apparatus by clamping bolts 11911. 

The bracket 131 forms the link hangers on Which the ?rst 
and second link arms 124 are mounted for pivotal movement. 
The ?rst and second link arms can each include a link eye end 
125 mountable onto the link hangers. Washers 129a can be 
mounted on link hangers 129 on either side of the link arm 
link eye ends 125 to maintain alignment of the arms on the 
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link hangers and to tend to maintain the arms in a laterally 
stable position, stabilized to rotate substantially only in a 
plane substantially orthogonally to link hangers 129. In the 
illustrated embodiment, the link hangers are coaxial such that 
arms 124 rotate in planes parallel to each other. The use of 
lateral stabilizers, such as Washers 129a, can tend to hold link 
arms equidistant from the main axis of the drilling rig, With 
Which for example, mandrel 116 is aligned. A guard is 
secured to the bracket at either end of each the link hangers to 
secure the arms thereto and tightly betWeen Washers 129a. 

Each link arm includes an outboard end 127 that can have 
a block 136 attached thereto by bolts. Each block includes a 
pad eye 137 for retaining a clevis 138 for connection to an 
elevator. 

Pipe handling device 11 0 further can include a drive system 
for driving link arms 124, 126 to rotate about link hangers 
129. The drive system can include hydraulic cylinders 128 
each connected betWeen a bracket, formed from parts 131a, 
131b, on their associated link arm and a support 133 formed 
from bracket 131. Supports 133 can be offset horizontally 
from vertical axis of link hangers 129 to facilitate control of 
the link arms With the cylinders. Cylinders 128 are driven by 
?uid through lines 135. Cylinders 128 can be double acting to 
provide drive force to move the link arms both clockWise and 
counterclockWise about their axle shafts. Double acting cyl 
inders and the offset of supports 133 assist in driving the link 
arms to appropriate positions, for example to bring a pipe 
section into alignment With, or through in both directions, the 
rig main axis in Which the stabbing guide of the pipe engaging 
apparatus is aligned. The cylinders can be locked in any 
desired position, again useful in pipe alignment, and can be 
unlocked to permit substantially unrestricted movement of 
the arms. 

Pads 141, can be detachably connected, by for example, 
brackets 142a, 1421) and shims 143, to link arms 124, 126 to 
maintain a desired spacing betWeen the link arms and the pipe 
engaging apparatus and to stabilize the arms, When they are in 
their loWer position, extending doWn substantially With their 
long axes parallel to the long axis of mandrel 116. Pads 141 
can be formed of a material softer than main body 112 so that 
they do not damage the main body by contact thereWith. In 
one embodiment, for example, the pads can be formed of 
polymeric material that is softer than the material of the pipe 
engaging apparatus against Which the pads bear. To act to 
maintain the spacing and to stabilize the arms in their loWer 
position, the pads can be replaced When they become overly 
Worn. 

In operation, the pipe handling system is assembled and 
connected to a top drive in a rig and an elevator is connected 
to devises 138. If the elevator is mechanized, it can be placed 
into communication With a connection to an elevator control 
mechanism, Which can for example, be a connection to an 
electrical and/or hydraulic line. A pipe can be picked up from 
aV-door by poWering cylinders 128 to drive link arms 124 and 
thereby the elevator carried thereon to a position beneath the 
pipe so that the elevator can be connected up around the pipe. 
The pipe is rotated to the vertical position by hoisting the top 
drive With the cylinders unlocked. The pipe is stabbed into the 
stump in the rotary table, or if there is not yet a string in the 
rotary table, is positioned in the rotary table, and the cylinders 
are driven to align and maintain alignment of the pipe section 
While the top drive is loWered until the top of the pipe is 
engaged by the grapples of the pipe engaging apparatus. 
When loWering the top drive, the elevator, Which catches on 
an upset on the outer diameter of the pipe, Will slide doWn the 
outside of the pipe, While continuing to hold the pipe upright. 
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6 
At the same time, mandrel 116 and pipe gripping mechanism 
117 carried thereon Will be inserted into the pipe and can be 
driven to engage the inner diameter of the pipe. Rotational 
drive can then be applied from the top drive through the 
mandrel to the pipe gripping mechanism 117. Bearing 132 
isolates the rotation of the mandrel from housing 114 except 
if the bearing should seize. In such a condition to prevent the 
link arms from sWinging With the housing, Which Would 
cause serious safety concerns, connection 140 Will break 
aWay to release the link arm carrier bracket 131 from connec 
tion to housing 114. 

Connections 40, 140 can take various forms to prevent the 
link hangers from rotating With the components of the pipe 
engaging apparatus, such as the pipe gripping mechanism, 
mandrel and main housing, as driven by the top drive, should 
bearings 32, 132 betWeen the link hangers and the rotating 
components of the pipe engaging device fail. Since it is desir 
able that connections 40, 140 operate to maintain the link 
hangers secured to the pipe engaging apparatus under normal 
conditions, but to prevent uncontrolled rotation With the rotat 
ing components, for example in the event of a bearing failure, 
connections 40, 140 can act as a torque limiting breakaWay 
connection, such as a mechanical fuse. Such connections may 
include, for example, any of Welds, fasteners, mechanical 
interlocks, shear pins, shear bolts, brackets, etc. having char 
acteristics or components selected to fail at a particular 
torque. 

The torque limit at Which the connection is selected to fail 
may be selected to be above that torque generated under 
normal operating conditions but should be selected to be less 
than that torque generated to cause failure of the pipe engag 
ing apparatus anti-rotation bracket, Which is the point at 
Which the link arms Would begin to rotate With the pipe 
engaging apparatus main housing. 
The torsional capacity of a standard anti rotation bracket 

used on a pipe engaging apparatus is believed to be at least 
25,000 in-lbs and possibly 30,000 in-lbs or more or even 
40,000 in-lbs or more. Thus the torque limit for the connec 
tion may be selected to be less than 25,000 in-lbs or possibly 
30,000 in-lbs or possibly 40,000 in-lbs. In one embodiment, 
the connection is selected to fail at betWeen about 10,000 and 
25,000 in-lbs. 
A connection may be required betWeen each link arm and 

its attachment to the pipe engaging apparatus. HoWever, if as 
shoWn in the illustrated embodiments of FIGS. 2 and 3, a link 
carrier bracket 131 is used, for example, to secure one or more 
link arms to the housing, it may only be necessary to use one 
connection although more connections could be employed, if 
desired. 

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, a link carrier bracket 131 a and 
a top cap 14211 are shoWn With a connection 140a therebe 
tWeen. Top cap 142a may be mounted rigidly onto a pipe 
engaging apparatus, such as onto main housing 114 of FIG. 3, 
in order to provide a support surface for mounting the link 
carrier bracket thereon. 

Connection 14011 is selected to rigidly but releasably con 
nect the link carrier bracket to the top cap so that the pipe 
handling device 110a can be mounted to a pipe engaging 
apparatus through the top cap. 

Connection 140a includes a bracket 150 securely fastened, 
in this case via fasteners 152, to bracket 131a and a shear pin 
154 secured betWeen bracket 150 and a notch 156 in top cap 
142a. Shear pin 154 is positioned to be acted upon by torque 
betWeen the top cap, Which moves With the pipe engaging 
apparatus main housing and link carrier bracket 131. 
Of course, shear pins could be used in other con?gurations 

to provide the breakaWay connection betWeen the link hang 
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ers and the pipe engaging apparatus, for example Without the 
use of bracket 150, but directly betWeen the parts. Alternately, 
the bracket could be reversed so that the shear pin engages in 
a notch on the link carrier bracket, if desired. 

EXAMPLE 

In a test, an assembly as shoWn in FIG. 5 Was used Where 
the link arms 124 Were extended in a maximum forward tilt 
position (from a normal operating vertical axis of x) With a 
simulated 400 lb elevator load at outboard ends 127, gener 
ating a moment arm of 113% inches. The interface betWeen 
the link carrier arm and the top cap Was unlubricated. The 
assembly Was tested With a shear pin, such as shear pin 154 in 
connection 140a and Without a shear pin. 

Without the shear pin, slippage occurred betWeen the top 
cap and the link carrier bracket at 80 lbs, Which corresponds 
to a limit torque of 9,060 in-lbs. With the shear pin, 120 lbs 
Were required to break the shear pin. This results in a limit 
torque of 13,590 in-lbs. The difference betWeen these values 
(4,530 in-lbs) is the actual torque value required to break the 
shear pin. 

If such a connection Was used With an anti rotation bracket 
that could handle a torque of 3 9, 820 in-lbs, this Would provide 
a safety factor for the safety connection of 2.9: 1. Therefore, a 
torque limit of 13,590 in-lbs for the connection Would be very 
much acceptable. 

The previous description of the disclosed embodiments is 
provided to enable any person skilled in the art to make or use 
the present invention. Various modi?cations to those embodi 
ments Will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and 
the generic principles de?ned herein may be applied to other 
embodiments Without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
invention. Thus, the present invention is not intended to be 
limited to the embodiments shoWn herein, but is to be 
accorded the full scope consistent With the claims, Wherein 
reference to an element in the singular, such as by use of the 
article “a” or “an” is not intended to mean “one and only one” 
unless speci?cally so stated, but rather “one or more”. All 
structural and functional equivalents to the elements of the 
various embodiments described throughout the disclosure 
that are knoW or later come to be knoWn to those of ordinary 
skill in the art are intended to be encompassed by the scope of 
protection. Moreover, nothing described herein is intended to 
be dedicated to the public regardless of Whether such disclo 
sure is later explicitly recited in the claims. No element is to 
be construed under the provisions of 35 USC 112, sixth 
paragraph, unless the element is expressly recited using the 
phrase “means for” or “step for”. 
We claim: 
1. An apparatus for making up a string of Well pipe With a 

drilling rig having a top drive, comprising: 
a pipe gripping assembly having an inner portion and an 

outer portion, With bearings located therebetWeen, the 
inner portion adapted to be carried by a quill of the top 
drive for rotation thereWith; 

an anti-rotation assembly in engagement With the outer 
portion to prevent rotation of the outer portion While the 
inner portion rotates; 

a link support mounted around and in engagement With the 
outer portion of the pipe gripping assembly; 

a pair of links having upper ends pivotally mounted to the 
link support; 

a pipe elevator carried by loWer ends of the links; and 
a release member located betWeen the link support and the 

inner portion of the pipe gripping assembly that releases 
to alloW the outer portion of the pipe gripping assembly 
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8 
to rotate relative to the link support in the event the 
bearings seiZe and the anti-rotation assembly fails. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, Where the link 
support has an inner cylindrical surface that is clamped in 
frictional engagement With an outer cylindrical surface on the 
outer portion of the pipe gripping assembly. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the release 
member shears at a selected torsional level, and prior to 
shearing, the release member prevents any rotation betWeen 
the outer portion of the pipe gripping assembly and the link 
support. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the release 
member has one portion coupled to the pipe gripping assem 
bly and another portion coupled to the link support. 

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the release 
member comprises: 

a bracket extending over an interface betWeen the outer 

portion of the pipe gripping assembly and the link sup 
Port; 

a ?rst fastener that secures the bracket to the link support; 
a second fastener that secures the bracket to the outer 

portion of the pipe gripping assembly; and 
at least one of the fasteners being shearable at a selected 

torsional level. 
6. The apparatus according to claim 5, Wherein the selected 

torsional level is less than torque required to break the anti 
rotation assembly. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the pipe 
gripping assembly is hydraulically poWered, and Wherein the 
apparatus further comprises: 

a breakaway hose connection connected to the pipe grip 
ping assembly for supplying hydraulic ?uid to the pipe 
gripping assembly, the breakaWay hose connection 
releasing from the pipe gripping assembly in the event 
the bearings seiZe and the anti-rotation member fails. 

8. An apparatus for making up a string of Well pipe With a 
drilling rig having a top drive, comprising: 

a mandrel With an upper end for coupling to a quill of the 
top drive for rotation thereWith; 

a set of grapples carried by the mandrel for rotation there 
With; 

a pipe engaging assembly being mounted by bearings to 
the mandrel and in engagement With the grapples for 
moving the grapples into and out of engagement With a 
pipe to be secured to the string; 

an anti-rotation assembly in engagement With the pipe 
engaging assembly, the anti-rotation assembly prevent 
ing rotation of the engaging assembly relative to the 
mandrel; 

a link support having an inner circular portion mounted 
around and in engagement With an outer circular portion 
of the pipe engaging assembly; 

a pair of links having upper ends pivotally mounted to the 
link support; 

a pipe elevator carried by loWer ends of the links for sup 
porting the pipe prior to engagement by the grapples; 
and 

a release member located betWeen the link support and the 
pipe engaging assembly that releases at a selected tor 
sional level to alloW the pipe engaging assembly to rotate 
along With the mandrel relative to the link support in the 
event the bearings seiZe and the anti-rotation assembly 
fails. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 8, Wherein the release 
member shears at the selected torsional level, and prior to 
shearing, the release member prevents any rotation betWeen 
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the inner circular portion of the link support and the outer 
circular portion of the pipe engaging assembly. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 8, Wherein the release 
member has one portion coupled to the pipe engaging assem 
bly and another portion coupled to the link support. 

11. The apparatus according to claim 8, Wherein the inner 
circular portion is clamped in frictional engagement With the 
outer circular portion. 

12. The apparatus according to claim 8, Wherein each of the 
circular portions comprises a cylindrical surface. 

13. The apparatus according to claim 8, Wherein the release 
member comprises: 

a bracket extending over an interface betWeen the inner and 
outer circular portions; 

a ?rst fastener that secures the bracket to the link support; 
a second fastener that secures the bracket to the pipe engag 

ing assembly; and 
at least one of the fasteners is shearable at the selected 

torsional level. 
14. The apparatus according to claim 8, Wherein the 

selected torsional level for the release member is less than 
torque required to cause the anti-rotation assembly to fail. 

15. The apparatus according to claim 8, Wherein the pipe 
engaging assembly is hydraulically poWered, and Wherein the 
apparatus further comprises: 

a breakaWay hose connection connected to the pipe engag 
ing assembly for supplying hydraulic ?uid to the pipe 
engaging assembly, the breakaWay hose connection 
releasing from the pipe engaging assembly in the event 
a selection torsional load is applied to the breakaWay 
hose connection due to seiZure of the bearings. 

16. An apparatus for making up a string of Well pipe With a 
drilling rig having a top drive, comprising: 

a mandrel With an upper end for coupling to a quill of the 
top drive for rotation thereWith; 

a set of grapples carried by the mandrel for rotation there 
With, the grapples being movable into and out of engage 
ment With a pipe to be secured to the string; 
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10 
a housing rotatably mounted to the mandrel, the housing 

having an outer cylindrical portion that is coaxial With an 
axis of the mandrel; 

a link support having an inner cylindrical portion mounted 
around and in frictional engagement With the cylindrical 
portion of the housing; 

a pair of links having upper ends pivotally mounted to the 
link support; 

a pipe elevator carried by loWer ends of the links for sup 
porting a pipe prior to engagement With the grapples; 
and 

a shearable member located betWeen the housing and the 
link support, the shearable member preventing any rela 
tive rotation betWeen the housing and the link support 
unless a selected torsional level is reached. 

17. The apparatus according to claim 16, Wherein the 
shearable member has one portion in engagement With the 
housing and another portion in engagement With the link 
support. 

18. The apparatus according to claim 16, Wherein the 
shearable member comprises: 

a bracket extending over an interface betWeen the inner and 
outer cylindrical portions; 

a link support fastener that secures the bracket to the link 
support; 

a housing fastener that secures the bracket to the housing; 
and 

at least one of the fasteners being shearable at the selected 
torsional level. 

19. The apparatus according to claim 16, Wherein the 
grapples are hydraulically poWered, and Wherein the appara 
tus further comprises: 

a breakaWay hose connection connected to the housing for 
supplying hydraulic ?uid, the breakaWay hose connec 
tion releasing from the housing in the event the housing 
begins to rotate. 


