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(57) ABSTRACT 

An enhanced patch panel indicia system includes a cover to 
receive a backing as the primary indicia receiver and to 
receive labels as auxiliary indicia receivers. The indicia sys 
tem further includes an enhanced patch panel With a front 
face. The cover can include clip members to alloW the cover 
to be snap-?tted onto the front face of the patch panel With the 
cover in juxtaposition With the front face, and in some imple 
mentations, the backing positioned therebetWeen. 

25 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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ENHANCED PATCH PANEL INDICIA 
SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to cable management devices 

for network equipment racks including patch panels. 
2. Description of the Related Art 
A patch panel is useful as a support panel for mounting 

recon?gurable ports for patching components in a netWork 
rack. Conventional patch panels involve various cables for 
patching, rack mounted components, and other aspects that at 
times may require identi?cation or otherWise association via 
textual or graphical means. Conventional approaches are 
helpful in this regard, but can be improved upon. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S) 

FIG. 1 is an exploded rear perspective vieW of a portion of 
an enhanced patch panel indicia system. 

FIG. 2 is an exploded front perspective vieW of the portion 
of the indicia system of FIG. 1 and further including an 
enhanced 2RU patch panel. 

FIG. 3 is a front perspective vieW of the indicia system of 
FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the indicia system of FIG. 2 
coupled to an equipment rack. 

FIG. 5 is an exploded rear perspective vieW of a portion of 
a second implementation of the enhanced patch panel indicia 
system of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 6 is an exploded front perspective vieW of the portion 
of the indicia system of FIG. 5 and further including an 
enhanced 1 RU patch panel. 

FIG. 7 is a front perspective vieW of the indicia system of 
FIG. 6. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

As discussed herein, an enhanced patch panel indicia sys 
tem includes a cover that can receive a backing as the primary 
indicia receiver and can receive labels as auxiliary indicia 
receivers. The indicia system further includes an enhanced 
patch panel With a front face. The cover can include clip 
members to alloW the cover to be snap-?tted onto the front 
face of the patch panel With the cover in juxtaposition With the 
front face and the backing positioned therebetWeen. In some 
implementations, the labels are positioned betWeen the cover 
and the backing. 
A portion of a ?rst implementation of an enhanced patch 

panel indicia system 100 of a 2RU (“rack unit”) siZe is shoWn 
in FIG. 1 to include a cover 102, labels 104 as auxiliary indicia 
receivers, and a backing 106 as the primary indicia receiver. 
The In practice, the backing 106, as the primary indicia 
receiver, Would be marked to contain information and/or 
graphics regarding equipment, connections, or other desired 
details. The labels 104, as auxiliary indicia receivers, typi 
cally Would be reserved for occasions to modify information 
and/or graphics already presented on the backing 106 or to 
supplement the information and/ or graphics already pre 
sented With additional information. 
The cover 102 has a back surface 108 bordered along the 

periphery of the cover by a raised edge 110 With rearWardly 
projecting clips 112 positioned therealong. The back surface 
108 is shaped to receive the backing 106 With the raised edge 
110 bordering the backing. Pairs of elongated recessed por 
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2 
tions 114 are medially positioned along the back surface 108 
of the cover 102, With the recessed portions arranged in upper 
and loWer roWs extending along the length of the cover 102, 
each of the recessed portions shaped to receive a different one 
of the labels 104. For each of the recessed portions 114, a stub 
member 116 located at an end portion thereof proj ects above 
the recessed portion thereby providing a gap for one of the 
labels 104 to be slipped therein for coupling With the label in 
the recessed portion. In other implementations, the labels 104 
if used can be coupled to the cover 102 With tape, semi 
adhesive backing or other adhesive means Without need of the 
recessed portions 114. Elongated cover apertures 118 are 
arranged in upper and loWer roWs extending along the length 
of the cover 102 and located With pairs of the elongated cover 
apertures straddling, one above and one beloW, each pair of 
the recessed portions 114 to align With elongated panel aper 
tures 136 of an enhanced patch panel 130 discussed beloW 
and shoWn in FIG. 2. The backing 106 has similar elongated 
backing apertures 120 positioned to align With the elongated 
cover apertures 118 When the backing is received by and 
engaged With the cover 102. 
The cover 102 may be made from transparent and/ or semi 

transparent (translucent) material to alloW at least a portion of 
visible light to pass therethrough. The cover 102 can be made 
from colored and/or non-colored materials such as plastic, 
polymers, or other suitable light transmissive materials. Por 
tions of the cover 102 can be made from dissimilar materials. 
For instance, the recessed portions 114 of the cover 102 can 
be made from a clear, transparent material so as to make 
visible the labels 104 positioned in the recessed portions, 
Whereas other portions of the cover can be made from a 
colored, translucent material. In other implementations, 
Where the recessed portions 114 and the labels 104 are not 
used, selected portions of the cover 102 or the entire cover 
may be made from a material alloWing any information and/ 
or graphics on the backing 106 to be visible through the cover 
102. 

Alternatively, the cover 102 can be made from a single type 
of material. The labels 104 are shoWn to be shaped in the form 
of strips, but other shapes can be implemented. The labels 104 
and the backing 106 can be made from the same or dissimilar 
materials such as from paper, cardstock, plastic, ?berboard, 
metal or other material that can retain markings thereon. Both 
the labels 104 and the backing 106 can have such markings as 
printing, Writing, symbols, numbers, letters, colors, patterns, 
labeling, logos, identi?cations or other markings thereon. 
Some of the indicia can be associated With port numbers, 

type, style, make, manufacturer, technology or other charac 
teristics of rack equipment, Wiring closet equipment, etc. 
Since one of the labels 104 can typically be replaced more 
economically than the backing 106 and is located adjacent 
one of the panel apertures 136 of the patch panel 130 during 
operation, markings on the label can be of a relatively less 
permanent nature than on the backing and can be more readily 
directed to a particular connector or port that may be associ 
ated With the adjacent panel aperture. 
As shoWn in FIG. 2, the indicia system 1 00 further 

includes the patch panel 130 having a front face 131, a portion 
of Which has a recessed area 132 With tabs 134 peripherally 
positioned therealong to correspond and snap-?t engage With 
the clips 112 of the cover 102 When the cover is received by 
the patch panel. The recessed area 132 of the patch panel 130 
is correspondingly shaped to receive the cover 102 therein 
With the backing 106 being positioned therebetWeen. 
The elongated panel apertures 136 of the patch panel 130 

receive patch panel modules, as discussed beloW. The elon 
gated panel apertures 136 are arranged in upper and loWer 
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roWs extending along the length of the patch panel 130. The 
patch panel 130 has holes 138 for rack mounting and aper 
tures 140 to receive cable management supports, as discussed 
beloW. The backing 106 and the cover 102 are shoWn in FIG. 
3 received by the patch panel 130 With the labels 104 received 
by the cover and visible through the cover. In other imple 
mentations, the cover 102 can couple With other styles of 
patch panels (some having front portions Without the recessed 
area 132) to fully or partially cover portions of the front face 
131 of the patch panels other than the panel apertures 136. 
The patch panel indicia system 100 is shoWn in FIG. 4 

mounted to an equipment rack 150 and having cable manage 
ment supports 160 coupled to the system by insertion of 
attachment portions 161 of each support into a different one 
of the apertures 140 of the patch panel 130. Each of the 
supports 160 includes a forWardly extending loWer elongated 
member 162 With a horizontal surface 16211 for supporting 
one or more patch cables and other cables 174 passing there 
over and a forWardly extending upper elongated member 164 
With a horizontal surface 164a for supporting one or more 
patch cables and other cables 174 passing thereover. The 
upper elongated member 164 is spaced above and vertically 
aligned With the loWer elongated member 162, With a middle 
portion 166 positioned therebetWeen and depicted as extend 
ing forWardly beloW and in alignment With the upper elon 
gated member. 

The loWer elongated member 162 further includes an 
upWardly extending end portion 162!) extending toWard and 
Within a gap distance 1620 of an end portion of the middle 
portion 166 to alloW cables to pass therethrough for position 
ing for support by the horizontal surface 16211 of the loWer 
elongated member. The upper elongated member 164 further 
includes an upWardly extending end portion 164!) extending 
toWard and Within a gap distance 1640 of an end portion of a 
forWardly extending top elongated member 1 68 spaced above 
the upper elongated member 164 and in alignment thereWith 
to alloW cables to pass therethrough for positioning for sup 
port by the horizontal surface 16411 of the upper elongated 
member. The middle portion 166 serves to further space the 
horizontal surface 16211 of the loWer elongated member 162 
an additional vertical distance from the horizontal surface 
16411 of the upper elongated member 164. 
The supports 160 are preferably located in the space 

betWeen laterally adjacent ones of the elongated cover aper 
tures 118 and corresponding pairs of recessed portions 114 so 
as not to obscure vieW of the backing 106 con?gured to 
receive markings thereon or the labels 104 With markings 
thereon in the recessed portions so as to alloW any markings 
on the backing and labels to be vieWed When cables are 
extending betWeen the loWer elongated members 162 and/ or 
the upper elongated members 164 of the supports 160. 

Patch panel modules 170 having receptacles 172 to receive 
patch cables and other cables 174, are coupled With the patch 
panel 130 Within the panel apertures 136 and are accessed 
through the aligned cover aperture 118 and the backing aper 
ture 120. As depicted in FIG. 4, the vertical separation pro 
vided by the middle portion 166 keeps the cables 174 extend 
ing betWeen the loWer elongated members 162 of the supports 
160 and the cables extending betWeen the upper elongated 
members 164 of the supports from blocking the vieW of 
indicia found on either a portion of the backing 106 or a label 
104 located betWeen upper and loWer roWs of the elongated 
panel apertures 136. 
A second implementation of the enhanced patch panel 

indicia system 100 of a lRU size is shoWn in FIGS. 5-7 and 
has the same basic components and construction as the ?rst 
implementation of FIGS. 1-4. Corresponding components of 
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4 
the second implementation are similarly numbered. In the 
second implementation the elongated panel apertures 136 are 
arranged in a single roW extending along the length of the 
patch panel 130 and the elongated cover apertures 118 are 
arranged in a single roW extending along the length of the 
cover 102, With the elongated recessed portions 114 arranged 
in a single roW positioned along the back surface 108 of the 
cover 102, each above one of the elongated cover apertures 
118. 

It Will therefore be readily understood by those persons 
skilled in the art that the present invention is susceptible of 
broad utility and application. Many embodiments and adap 
tations of the present invention other than those herein 
described, as Well as many variations, modi?cations and 
equivalent arrangements, Will be apparent from or reasonably 
suggested by the present invention and the foregoing descrip 
tion thereof, Without departing from the substance or scope of 
the present invention. Accordingly, While the present inven 
tion has been described herein in detail in relation to its 
preferred embodiments, it is to be understood that this disclo 
sure is only illustrative and exemplary of the present invention 
and is made merely for purposes of providing a full and 
enabling disclosure of the invention. The foregoing disclo 
sure is not intended or to be construed to limit the present 
invention or otherWise to exclude any such other embodi 
ments, adaptations, variations, modi?cations and equivalent 
arrangements, the present invention being limited only by the 
claims appended hereto and the equivalents thereof. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A system for use With a patch panel having a front face 

With panel apertures formed therein, each panel aperture cor 
responding to at least one receptacle, the system comprising: 
labels; a cover having a portion made from a material to alloW 
at least a portion of visible light to pass therethrough, the 
cover being couplable to the front face of the patch panel, the 
cover comprising cover apertures sized and positioned to 
align With the panel apertures, the cover further comprising 
label receiving portions positioned adjacent the cover aper 
tures and receiving the labels; and a backing comprising 
markings, the backing being couplable to the front face of the 
patch panel and sized and shaped to ?t betWeen the cover and 
the front face of the patch panel, at least a portion of the 
markings on the backing being at least partially visible 
through the portion of the cover alloWing the portion of vis 
ible light to pass therethrough, the labels being positioned 
adjacent to and modifying the markings on the backing, the 
backing comprising apertures sized and positioned to align 
With both the panel apertures and the cover apertures, the at 
least one receptacle corresponding to each of the panel aper 
tures being accessible through the panel aperture, the back 
ing, and the cover apertures aligned With the panel aperture. 

2. The system of claim 1, further including ?rst and second 
cable supports, each of the ?rst and second cable supports 
coupled to the front face of the patch panel and extending 
therefrom, each of the ?rst and second cable supports having 
a loWer elongated member, an upper elongated member, and 
a middle portion therebetWeen, the middle portion positioned 
to align With an elongated portion of the backing con?gured 
to receive markings thereon to alloW the elongated portion of 
the backing to be vieWed When cables are extending betWeen 
the loWer elongated member of each of the ?rst and second 
supports in front of a portion of the backing other than an 
elongated portion of the backing and When cables are extend 
ing betWeen the upper elongated member of each of the ?rst 
and second supports in front of a portion of the backing other 
than the elongated portion of the backing. 
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3. The system of claim 1, wherein the labels received inside 
the label receiving portions are at least partially vieWable 
through portions of the cover. 

4. The system of claim 3 Wherein the label receiving por 
tions comprise recessed portions each con?gured to receive a 
different one of the labels, the recessed portions being medi 
ally positioned along the cover, each recessed portion adja 
cent a different one of the cover apertures. 

5. The system of claim 3 Wherein the label receiving por 
tions comprise recessed portions each con?gured to receive a 
different one of the labels. 

6. The system of claim 5 Wherein the cover has a back 
surface and the recessed portions are medially positioned 
along the back surface of the cover. 

7. The system of claim 5 Wherein each of the recessed 
portions has an end portion and the cover includes a plurality 
of stub members, each stub member located at the end portion 
of a different one of the recessed portions and positioned to 
project to a position spaced apart from the recessed portion to 
provide a gap siZed for one of the labels to be received therein 
for coupling of the label With the cover. 

8. The system of claim 3 Wherein the cover includes a 
plurality of stub members each positioned to provide a gap 
siZed for one of the labels to be received therein for coupling 
of the label With the cover. 

9. The system of claim 1 Wherein the cover has a periphery 
and a raised edge extending around the periphery of the cover, 
the raised edge bordering the backing When the backing is 
positioned betWeen the cover and the front face of the patch 
panel. 

10. The system of claim 1 Wherein the cover includes clips 
for snap-?t engagement With the patch panel. 

11. The system of claim 10, for use With the patch panel 
including tabs, Wherein the clips of the cover are positioned to 
lockably engage With the tabs When the cover is coupled to the 
front face of the patch panel. 

12. The system of claim 1, for use With a plurality of cables 
and the patch panel having the panel apertures each con?g 
ured to receive a patch panel module comprising the at least 
one receptacle corresponding to the panel aperture, Wherein 
the cover and backing apertures aligned With each of the panel 
apertures are siZed and shaped to permit at least a portion of 
the plurality of cables to pass therethrough to be received by 
the at least one receptacle corresponding to the panel aper 
ture. 

13. The system of claim 1 Wherein the shape and siZe of 
each of the cover apertures are substantially the same as the 
shape and siZe, respectively, of the panel aperture With Which 
the cover aperture corresponds. 

14. The system of claim 1, for use With the front face of the 
patch panel having a recessed area, Wherein the cover is 
shaped and siZed to ?t into the recessed area. 

15. For coupling With an equipment rack, a system com 
prising: 

a plurality of labels con?gured to receive markings 
thereon; 

a patch panel having a front face With panel apertures 
formed therein; 

a cover having a portion made from a material to alloW at 
least a portion of visible light to pass therethrough, the 
cover being couplable to the patch panel and positioned 
adjacent to the front face of the patch panel When 
coupled to the patch panel, the portion of the patch panel 
comprising label receiving portions each con?gured to 
receive a different one of the labels and cover apertures 
siZed and positioned to align With the panel apertures 
When the cover is coupled to the patch panel; and 
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6 
a backing con?gured to receive markings thereon, the 

backing siZed and shaped to ?t betWeen the cover and the 
front face of the patchpanel When the cover is coupled to 
the patch panel, at least a portion of the backing con?g 
ured to receive markings thereon being at least partially 
visible through the portion of the cover alloWing the 
portion of visible light to pass therethrough When the 
cover is coupled to the patch panel, labels received by 
the label receiving portions modifying the markings on 
the backing, the backing comprising apertures siZed and 
positioned to align With both the panel apertures and the 
cover apertures, each of the panel apertures being acces 
sible through the backing and cover apertures aligned 
With the panel aperture. 

16. The system of claim 15, further including ?rst and 
second cable supports, each of the ?rst and second cable 
supports coupled to the front face of the patch panel and 
extending therefrom, each of the ?rst and second cable sup 
ports having a loWer elongated member, an upper elongated 
member, and a middle portion therebetWeen, the middle por 
tion positioned to align With an elongated portion of the 
backing con?gured to receive markings thereon to alloW the 
elongated portion of the backing to be vieWed When cables are 
extending betWeen the loWer elongated member of each of the 
?rst and second supports in front of a portion of the backing 
other than the elongated portion of the backing and When 
cables are extending betWeen the upper elongated member of 
each of the ?rst and second supports in front of a portion of the 
backing other than the elongated portion of the backing. 

17. The system of claim 15 Wherein the panel apertures are 
con?gured to receive patch panel modules each comprising a 
plurality of receptacles. 

18. The system of claim 15 Wherein the front face of the 
patch panel has a recessed area, the cover being shaped and 
siZed to ?t into the recessed area When the cover is coupled to 
the front face of the patch panel. 

19.A labeling system for use With a plurality of patch panel 
modules coupled to a support structure and a plurality of 
labels, each patch panel module comprising a plurality of 
receptacles, the labeling system comprising: a cover compris 
ing a back portion, a ?rst vieWing portion, a plurality of 
second vieWing portions, and a ?rst plurality of apertures, the 
back portion being con?gured to be removably couplable to 
the support structure over the plurality patch panel modules, 
each of the ?rst vieWing portion and the plurality of second 
vieWing portions being constructed from a transparent or 
semi-transparent material, and the ?rst plurality of apertures 
being aligned With the plurality patch panel modules and 
providing access to the plurality of receptacles of each of the 
plurality of patch panel modules through the cover, each of 
the plurality of second vieWing portions being adjacent a 
different one of the ?rst plurality of apertures and comprising 
a label receiving portion receiving at least one of the plurality 
of labels; and a ?rst backing comprising markings, and a 
second plurality of apertures, the ?rst backing being position 
able adjacent the back portion of the cover and removably 
coupled to the support structure by the cover, the second 
plurality of apertures being aligned With the plurality of patch 
panel modules, and providing access to the plurality of recep 
tacles of each of the plurality of patch panel modules through 
the ?rst backing, the ?rst vieWing portion of the cover being 
positioned adjacent the markings of the ?rst backing such that 
at least a ?rst portion of the markings of the ?rst backing are 
visible through the ?rst vieWing portion of the cover, the ones 
of the plurality of labels received by the label receiving por 
tions of the plurality of second vieWing portions covering at 
least a second portion of the markings of the ?rst backing. 
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20. The labeling system of claim 19, further comprising a 
second backing like the ?rst backing but having markings 
different from the markings of the ?rst backing, the cover 
being uncouplable from the support structure to uncouple the 
?rst backing from the support structure, and after the ?rst 
backing has been uncoupled from the support structure, the 
cover being couplable to the support structure to couple the 
second backing to the support structure. 

21. The labeling system of claim 19 for use With a different 
plurality of labels, Wherein the cover is removable from the 
support structure so that selected ones of the plurality of 
labels may be removed from the label receiving portions of 
the plurality of the second vieWing portions, and replaced 
With selected ones of the different plurality of labels. 

22. The system of claim 1, Wherein the cover is further 
con?gured to be selectively couplable to and uncouplable 
from the front face of the patch panel. 

23. The system of claim 22, Wherein the backing is a ?rst 
backing, and the system further comprises a second backing 
like the ?rst backing but comprising markings different from 
those of the ?rst backing, Wherein When the cover is 
uncoupled from the front face of the patch panel: 
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the ?rst backing is removable from betWeen the cover and 

the front face of the patch panel, and 
the second backing is positionable betWeen the cover and 

the front face of the patch panel, the cover being subse 
quently couplable to the front face of the patch panel to 
couple the second backing to the patch panel. 

24. The system of claim 15, Wherein the cover is further 
con?gured to be selectively couplable to and uncouplable 
from the patch panel. 

25. The system of claim 24, Wherein the backing is a ?rst 
backing, and the system further comprises a second backing 
like the ?rst backing but comprising markings different from 
those of the ?rst backing, Wherein When the cover is 
uncoupled from the patch panel: 

the ?rst backing is removable from betWeen the cover and 
the front face of the patch panel, and 

the second backing is positionable betWeen the cover and 
the front face of the patch panel, the cover being subse 
quently couplable to the patch panel to couple the sec 
ond backing to the patch panel. 

* * * * * 


