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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PATRICK 'D. SKAHEN, OF SYRACUSE, NEWV YORK. 

BURlAL-CASE. 

No. 800.948. Speci?cation of Letters Patent. Patented Oct. 3, 1905, 

Application ?led .‘ipril 11, 1904. Renewed May 15, 1905. Serial No. 260,586 

To a,” 71/71/0112, it may concern. 

Be it known that I, PATRICK D. SKAHEN, of 
Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in the 
State of New York, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Burial-Cases,of which 
the following, taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawings, is a full. clear, and ex 
act description. ' 

This invention resides in an improved con 
struction of a metallic case which is designed 

‘ to be used for burial purposes either in the 
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form of a casket or a rough box for inclosing 
a casket; and the invention has special refer 
ence to the class of burial-cases which are 
composed of separate sheet-metal walls and 
corner-posts, to which posts the ends of said 
walls are fastened by means of suitable keys. 
The present invention bears special relation 

to and is an improvement upon the burial-case 
shown and described in my prior application 
for patent, Serial No. 201,806, ?led April 6, 
1904. - 

The object of the present invention is to 
produce a burial-case of the aforesaid charac 
ter which shall be more simple and shall pos 
sess greater strength, rigidity, and durabil 
ity and at the same time can be manufactured 
at minim um expense and adapted to be shipped 
in knockdown condition. 
To that end the invention consists in the 

novel construction and combination of the 
component parts of the burial-case, as herein 
after fully described, and set forth in the 
claims. I 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a side view of a burial-case embodying my im 
provements. Fig. 2 is an enlarged transverse 
section of a portion of the case and taken on 
line X X in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is ahorizontal sec 
tion taken on line Y Yin Fig. 2. Fig. 4~_is an 
enlarged plan view of a corner portion of the 
case minus the lid. Fig. 5 is an enlarged de 
tail end view of one of the corner-posts; and 
Fig. 6 is a longitudinal section of the end por 
tion of the post, taken on line Z Z in Fig. 5. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 

a a. denote the side walls of the burial-case, 
and Z) 7) denote the end walls, which walls are 
composed of suitable sheet iron or steel. 

0 0 represent posts which are disposed at 
the corners of the case and are preferably 
composed of suitable cast metal and are pro 
vided with enlarged end portions, as indicated 
at 0’ a’. Each of these posts is formed in its 

inner side with a vertical groove (Z, extending 
the entire length of the same, which groove 
is provided with two walls cl’ (2’, disposed at 
right angles to eachother, and with shoulders 
e e at the inner edges of the said walls, which 
shoulders extend outwardly in relation to the 
case. preferably at right angles to the walls. 
The end faces of the posts are formed with 
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blocks ff, which are provided with two edges ' 
f’ f’, disposed at right angles to the walls of 
the case, as clearly shown in Fig. 5 of the 
drawings. The said side walls a a and end 
walls I) b of the case have their end portions 
abutting against the aforesaid walls cl’ CZ’ of 
the groove, and they terminate with out 
wardly-projecting ?anges g g, which engage 
the said shoulders e a. 

7t 7t .represent keys-which are inserted end 
wise into the grooves of the posts and are 
formed on opposite sides with channels 671, 
which are V shape in cross-section. These 
channels 6 z' engage the inner faces of the 
walls of the case and the ?anges g g thereof 
and serve to ?rmlylock the walls to the posts. 
The lower longitudinal edge portions of the 

walls a a and b 7) are formed with outwardly 
projecting ledges a’ a’, which terminate with 
downwardly and inwardly bent ?anges 7)’ b’, 
which are ?rmly clenched onto the marginal 
portions of the sheet-metal bottom 0’, insert 
ed between said ledges and ?anges. The up 
per longitudinal edge portions of the said walls 
are bent to form outwardly-projecting ledges 
g’ g’,which terminate with reinforcing-?anges 
h’ it’, folded downwardly and against the un 
der sides of the ledges. The ledges a’ a’ g’ g’, 
with their ?anges, bear on the end faces of the 
posts 0 0 and have their ends abutting against 
the edge f’ f’ of the aforesaid blocks ffand 
are ?ush with the faces of the blocks. 

2'.’ represents the lid, which is also prefer 
ably composed of sheet metal and may be of 
any suitable shape and design. Said lid has 
its marginal portions 01” formed ?at, by 
which it is seated upon the aforesaid ledges 
g’ g’ of the walls and which terminate with 
depending ?anges i315”, embracing said ledges, 
as clearly shown in Fig. ‘2 of the drawings. 
The said lid may be of any other suitable con 
struction and otherwise seated upon the case, 
and any suitable and convenient means may 
be employed for looking or clamping the same 
in its closed position. 

In order to further strengthen the case 
and add rigidity to the same, I provide side 
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walls a a, with additional posts jj, which are 
riveted or otherwise secured to the exteriors 
of the walls. 
‘What I claim as my invention is— 
1. In a knockdown burial-case, the combi~ 

nation of a corner-post provided with a verti 
cal groove, the end wall‘ and side wall of the 
case, each formed at its vertical edge with a 
?ange entering said groove, a key inserted in 
said groove and interlocking the ?anged por 
tions of the walls with the post, and the bot 
tom suitably fastened to said walls as set 
forth. - 

2. In a knockdown burial-case, the combi 
nation of aicorner-post provided with a verti 
cal groove having two walls disposed at right 

I angles to each other, and a shoulder at one 
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side of each wall, the end wall and side wall 
of the case abutting against the respective 
walls of the groove and terminating at their 
vertical edges with ?anges engaging said 
shoulders, a key inserted in said groove and 
engaging both ?anges and interlocking the 
latter with the post, and the bottomsuitably 
fastened to said walls as set forth. 

3. In a burial-case, the combination of a 
corner-post formed with a vertical groove 
having two walls disposed at right angles to 
each other and shoulders at the inner edges 
of the walls and extending outwardly in rela 
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tion to the case, the walls of the case having 
their end portions abutting against the walls 
of the groove and terminating with outwardly 
projecting ?anges engaging said shoulders, 
and a key inserted endwise into the groove 
and engaging the inner faces of the walls of 
the case and the ?anges and locking said walls 
to the posts as set forth and shown. 

4:. In a burial-case, the combination of a 
cast-metal corner-post formed in its inner side 
with a vertical groove extending the entire 
length of the same and having two walls dis 
posed at right angles to each other, and with 
shoulders at the inner edges of the groove ex 
tending outward in relation to the case, the 
walls of the case composed of separate sheet 
metal plates having their end portions abut 
ting against the walls of the groove and ter 
minating with outwardly-projecting ?anges 
engaging said shoulders, and a key inserted 
endwise into the groove and formed in oppo 
site sides with vertical V-shaped channels en 
gaging the inner faces of the walls of the case 
and the ?anges thereof and locking the said 
Walls to the posts as set forth and shown. 

PATRICK D. SKAHEN. 

VVit-nesses: 
JOHN J. LAAss, 
L. H. FULMER. 
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