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SHRINKABLE DISPENSING CONTAINER 
FOR PROBE COVERS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Technical Field 
The present invention relates to a shrinkable dispensing 

container for probe covers of an ear thermometer. More par 
ticularly, the present invention provides a shrinkable dispens 
ing container for facilitating dispensing a probe cover to be 
assembled onto an ear thermometer probe in such a Way that 
the probe covers are prevented from necessary external con 
tact. 

2. Description of Related Art 
When using a conventional dispensing container for probe 

covers of an ear thermometer, a user or medical staffer has to 
take out the probe cover from the dispensing container and 
assemble the probe cover to the ear thermometer With direct 
contact betWeen his hand and the probe cover, thereby result 
ing in inconvenient use of the conventional dispensing con 
tainer. Infrared ear thermometers particularly need probe cov 
ers to prevent infection and maintain cleanness of the 
measuring probes thereof. In the knoWn technical ?eld, auto 
matically feeding mechanisms, such as those disclosed in 
US. Pat. No. 4,993,424, US. Pat. No. 5,100,018 and US. 
Pat. No. 6,840,402, have been implemented for assembling a 
probe cover onto an ear thermometer probe. Though such 
products have been employed in hospital, inconvenient use of 
dispensing or assembling probe covers from the feeding 
mechanisms caused by the complicated con?gurations and 
bulkiness thereof is still a problem. Besides, a commercially 
available packing carton for probe covers of an ear thermom 
eter manufactured by Braun GmbH, a German manufacturer, 
alloWs a thermometer to insert the side thereof to grab a probe 
cover. HoWever, in such case, the side of the packing carton 
has to be rent, rendering the packing carton becoming incom 
plete and the probe covers exposing to the external environ 
ment. As a result, the possibility Where the users’ hands or 
other external objects get into direct contact With the probe 
covers may risk the probe covers in contamination. Moreover, 
such approach brings restriction on the shapes and dimen 
sions of the compatible ear thermometer probes. 

Therefore, it is obvious that the conventional dispensing 
containers for probe covers of an ear thermometer substan 
tially bring the users or medical staff inconvenience and 
trouble. Hence, there is a need for a convenient and ef?cient 
dispensing container for probe covers of an ear thermometer 
that facilitates medical staff” s use and prevents medical staff 
from contacting the probe covers of an ear thermometer 
directly. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In the attempt to remedy the problems of the prior arts, the 
present invention provides a shrinkable dispensing container 
for probe covers of an ear thermometer. Therein, the ear 
thermometer probe cover refers to a product having a holloW 
body and an annular ?ange. The shrinkable dispensing con 
tainer for probe covers comprises a main body for accommo 
dating a plurality of probe covers stacked Within the main 
body and an access opening formed at one end of the main 
body for alloWing an ear thermometer probe to insert into the 
upmost probe cover in the main body. The present invention is 
characterized by a bottom portion 13 formed at another end of 
the main body opposite to the access opening for supporting 
all the probe covers stacked Within the main body. The main 
body is primarily composed of a plurality of member portions 
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2 
Wherein each said member portion comprises at last a bend 
ing portion so that When the member portions receive a com 
pressing force acting along a lengthWise direction thereof, the 
bending portions are bent accordingly, thereby causing the 
main body to be shrunk along a lengthWise direction thereof. 
A abutting component is disposed in the main body adjacent 
to the access opening to abut on the annular ?ange of the 
probe cover for preventing the probe cover from falling out 
When there is no force acting on the probe covers. 

It is one objective of the present invention to provide a 
shrinkable dispensing container for probe covers that has at 
least one end thereof capable of being opened for alloWing an 
ear thermometer probe to insert therethrough for being 
assembled With one of the probe covers so as to prevent the 
probe cover from falling out When there is no force acting on 
the probe covers. 

It is another objective of the present invention to provide a 
dispensing container for probe covers of an ear thermometer 
that is shrinkable so as to prevent the probe covers from being 
contacted directly by users When one of the probe covers is to 
be assembled With an ear thermometer probe. 

It is another objective of the present invention to provide a 
shrinkable dispensing container for probe covers of an ear 
thermometer that comprises a abutting component disposed 
on the dispensing container adjacent to an access opening 
thereof in order to prevent the probe covers from falling out 
from the dispensing container When the probe covers are 
moved or reversely placed. 

It is another objective of the present invention to provide a 
shrinkable dispensing container for probe covers of an ear 
thermometer that comprise a abutting component disposed on 
the dispensing container adjacent to an access opening 
thereof in order to prevent an ear thermometer probe cover 
next to the one being assembled currently from being tugged 
out simultaneously. 

It is another objective of the present invention to provide a 
shrinkable dispensing container for probe covers of an ear 
thermometer that can maintain a shrunk state after being 
shrunk so as to e?iciently position the probe covers and 
prevent disorder of the probe covers in the dispensing con 
tainer. 

It is yet another objective of the present invention to pro 
vide a shrinkable dispensing container for probe covers of an 
ear thermometer that comprises a cover for being closed When 
the shrinkable dispensing container is not in use so as to 
e?iciently protect the probe covers from contamination. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention as Well as a preferred mode of use, further 
objectives and advantages thereof, Will best be understood by 
reference to the folloWing detailed description of an illustra 
tive embodiment When read in conjunction With the accom 
panying draWings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1A is a perspective vieW of a shrinkable dispensing 
container for probe covers of an ear thermometer according to 
a ?rst embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 1B is a perspective vieW of a shrinkable dispensing 
container for probe covers according to another embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 1C is a perspective vieW of a shrinkable dispensing 
container for probe covers according to yet another embodi 
ment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2A is an exploded vieW of a shrinkable dispensing 
container for probe covers according to a second embodiment 
of the present invention; 
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FIG. 2B is a sectional vieW of the shrinkable dispensing 
container for probe covers to the second embodiment of the 

present invention; 
FIG. 2C is a schematic drawing of the shrinkable dispens 

ing container for probe covers according to the second 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2D is another schematic draWing of the shrinkable 
dispensing container for probe covers according to the second 
embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 3 is perspective vieW of a shrinkable dispensing con 
tainer for probe covers according to a third embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

While the present invention discloses a dispensing con 
tainer for probe covers of an ear thermometer, it is to be stated 
?rst of all that the basic principle Where the ear thermometer 
operates upon have been familiar to people skilled in the art 
and need not be discussed at length herein. Meantime, While 
the accompanying draWings are provided for the purpose of 
illustration, it is to be understood that the draWings are 
directed to the characteristics of the present invention and 
need not to be made in scale. 

Please refer to FIG. 1A for a shrinkable dispensing con 
tainer 10 of a ?rst embodiment of the present invention. A 
plurality of probe covers 15 are disposed in the dispensing 
container 10, in Which each of the probe covers 15 has a 
holloW body (not shoWn) and an annular ?ange (not shoWn). 
The shrinkable dispensing container 10 comprises a main 
body 11 for accommodating the plurality of probe covers 
stacked together and an access opening 12 is formed at one 
end of the shrinkable dispensing container 10 for alloWing an 
ear thermometer probe to insert into the probe cover 15 posi 
tioned upmostly in the main body 11. In the present embodi 
ment, a bottom portion 13 is formed at another end of the main 
body 11 opposite to the access opening 12 for supporting all 
the probe covers 15 stacked Within the main body 11. The 
main body 11 is primarily composed of a plurality of member 
portions 14 and each member portion 14 can be a round, 
rectangular, triangular, trapeZoid, or polygonal sectional 
shape. Each member portion 14 comprises at last a bending 
portion 142. The bending portions 142 may be con?gured to 
be separated from each other to form the main body 11 as a 
holloW rectangular con?guration as shoWn in FIG. 1A or may 
be connected to each other to form the main body 11 as a 
lantern type as shoWn in FIG. 1B or a screWed shape as shoWn 
in FIG. 1C. In any of the above con?gurations of the bending 
portion 142, it possesses the feature of being compressed 
Without bounce to make the main body 11 shrinkable along a 
lengthWise direction thereof When the member portion 14 
receives a compressing force acting along a lengthWise direc 
tion thereof. Furthermore, a abutting component 110 dis 
posed in the main body 11 adjacent to the access opening 12 
to abuts on the annular ?ange of the upmost probe cover in the 
main body 11 for preventing the probe cover from falling out 
from the dispensing container 1 0 When there is no force acting 
on the shrinkable dispensing container 10. 

In the aforementioned embodiment, if the bending portion 
142 of each member portion 14 is con?gured as being sepa 
rated from each other, then a side opening 144 is further 
provided at each side of the bending portion 142 so that When 
the member portion 14 receives an external force, it expends 
outWard as shoWn in FIG. 1A. Besides, the member portions 
14 may be combined mutually by means of adhering, sealing 
or fusing to form the shrinkable dispensing container 10. 
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4 
Moreover, to achieve ?exibility, the main body 11 may be 
made of paper or plastic. Besides, for ensuring that inner sides 
of the dispensing container 10 can ?rmly hold the ?ange of 
the probe cover 15 contained therein, the main body 11 may 
be con?gured to have the inner side tangent to the ?ange of the 
probe cover. Therefore, When the probe cover 15 is placed in 
the dispensing container 10, since a radius of the ?ange is 
greater than a distance betWeen a center of the ?ange and at 
least one side of the main body 11 not tangent to the ?ange, 
the side of the main body 11 not tangent to the ?ange can be 
hunched outWard to become tangent to the ?ange in virtue of 
the ?exibility thereof, so as to prevent the probe cover 15 from 
falling out from the dispensing container 10. In addition, the 
disclosed dispensing container 10 may further comprises an 
upper cover 16 (not shoWn) for covering the probe covers 15 
in the dispensing container 10 so as to protect the probe covers 
15 from direct external contact that leads to contamination. 

Please refer to FIGS. 2A and 2B for a shrinkable dispens 
ing container 20 according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention. The shrinkable dispensing container 20 
comprises a main body 21 for accommodating the plurality of 
probe covers stacked together (not shoWn). An access open 
ing 22 is formed at one end of the shrinkable dispensing 
container 20 for alloWing an ear thermometer probe to insert 
into the probe cover positioned upmostly in the main body 21. 
In the present embodiment, the main body 21 is primarily 
composed of a plurality of member portions 24 that are tele 
scoped. Each member portion 24 has a group of concave 
portions 241 formed at one side thereof along a lengthWise 
direction thereof. Each of the concave portions 241 may be 
formed by means of holloWing out the member portion 24 
from an inner Wall through an outer Wall of the member 
portion 24 or from the outer Wall through the inner Wall of the 
member portion 24. When the main body 21 receives a com 
pressing force acting along a lengthWise direction thereof, the 
member portions 24 move correspondingly and get tele 
scoped mutually. For example, one of the concave portions 
241 on the outer member portion 24 can be engaged With a 
retaining portion 242 of the inner member portion so that both 
member portions 24 can be engaged and positioned mutually 
Without loosing. For ensuring that only push-doWn Without 
pull-up, a guiding surface 243 and an abutting surface 244 are 
provided in the retaining portion 242 such that they are exer 
cised betWeen the member portions 24. Thereby, the guiding 
surface 243 of the retaining portion 242 of the inner member 
portion can guide the outer member portion to smoothly slide 
into the concave portion 241 of the outer member portion 24. 
At this time, the abutting surface 244 of the inner member 
portion can just be engaged by the concave portion 241 of the 
outer member portion 24 so that the inner member portion 24 
can be kept inside the outer member portion 24 for preventing 
reversely coming off from the outer member portion 24 so as 
to make the member portions 24 shrinkable and positioned 
Without departing. In the present embodiment, each member 
portion 24 may have tWo groups of concave portions 241 
formed at the side thereof along the lengthWise direction 
thereof such that the tWo groups of concave portions 241 are 
substantially formed at tWo ends of a diameter of the member 
portion 24, respectively. Although in the present embodiment 
the upper member portion (i.e. the inner member portion) has 
the diameter less than that of the loWer member portion (i.e. 
the outer member portion), it is to be understood that the 
upper member portion (i.e. the outer member portion) With 
the diameter greater than that of the loWer member portion 
(i.e. the inner member portion) may be also implemented to 
embody the present invention. 
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In the present invention, a bottom portion 23 is formed at 
another end of the main body 21 opposite to the access open 
ing 22 for supporting all the probe covers stacked Within the 
main body 21. Moreover, a abutting component 210 is dis 
posed in the main body 21 adjacent to the access opening 22 
to abut on the annular ?ange (not shoWn) of the ear thermom 
eter probe cover for preventing any of the probe covers from 
falling out from the dispensing container When there is no 
force acting on the probe covers of an ear thermometer. The 
concave portions 241 may also be formed by means of hol 
loWing out the memberportion 24. Besides, from FIGS. 2A to 
2D, it is learned that the number of the member portions 24 is 
tWo, While the preferred number is at least three. The member 
portion 24 may have a sectional shape of rectangle, triangle, 
trapeZoid, or polygon, in addition to roundness. Besides, as 
described in the ?rst embodiment, for ensuring that the dis 
pensing container can ?rmly hold the ?ange of the probe 
cover contained therein, in the present embodiment, each of 
the member portions 24 may be con?gured to be a polygonal 
sectional shape (not shoWn) such that at least tWo sides 
thereof are tangent to the ?ange of the probe cover. There 
upon, When the probe cover (not shoWn) is placed in the 
dispensing container 20, since a radius of the ?ange of the 
probe cover is greater than a distance betWeen a center of the 
?ange and at least one side of the member portion 24 not 
tangent to the ?ange, the side of the member portion 24 not 
tangent to the ?ange can be hunched outWard by the ?ange to 
become tangent to the ?ange in virtue of the ?exibility of the 
main body, so as to prevent the probe cover from falling out 
from the dispensing container. 

In the above embodiment, a ramp 245 may be further 
provided in the concave portion 241 adjacent to the bottom 
portion 23, as shoWn in 2C. The ramp 245 helps the retaining 
segment 242 coupled With the concave portion 241 to depart 
from the depressed segment 241 so as to disassemble each of 
the member portions. Please further refer to FIG. 2D. A track 
26 may be further provided on the member portion adjacent to 
the access opening 22 and a groove 27 may be provided on the 
corresponding member portion so that When the member 
portions are assembled through the track 26 and the corre 
sponding groove 27, the member portion With the track 26 
may be more easily coupled With the corresponding member 
portion With the groove 27. 

Please refer to FIG. 3 for a shrinkable dispensing container 
30 of a third embodiment of the present invention. Therein, 
each of the probe covers 35 has a holloW body and an annular 
?ange. The shrinkable dispensing container 30 comprises a 
main body 31 for accommodating the plurality of probe cov 
ers 35 stacked together and an access opening 32 formed at 
one end of the shrinkable dispensing container 30 for alloW 
ing an ear thermometer probe to insert into the probe cover 35 
in the main body 31. Moreover, a bottom portion 33 is formed 
at another end of the main body 31 opposite to the access 
opening 32 for supporting all the probe covers 35 stacked 
Within the main body 31. The main body 31 is primarily 
composed of a plurality of member portions 34 that are tele 
scoped mutually. In the present embodiment, the number of 
the member portions 34 is tWo. Each of the member portions 
34 has a speci?c rough surfaces so that When the main body 
31 receives a compressing force acting along a lengthWise 
direction thereof, a friction F is generated due to the relative 
movement of the rough surfaces of tWo member portions 34 
so that the inner member portion and the outer member por 
tion can be assembled mutually and positioned With ?rmness 
in virtue of the friction F. 

In the above embodiment, due to the rough surfaces of 
member portions 34, When a user takes out one of the probe 
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6 
covers 35 from the shrinkable dispensing container 30, the 
contact friction F betWeen the member portions 34 is greater 
than a taking out force of the user so as to prevent the motion 
of taking out the probe cover 35 from lengthening the shrink 
able dispensing container 30. Besides, the number of the 
member portions 34 is at least tWo While each of the member 
portions 34 may have a round, rectangular, triangular, trap 
eZoid, or polygonal sectional shape. Moreover, as described 
in the ?rst embodiment, for ensuring that the dispensing 
container 3 0 can ?rmly hold the ?ange of the ear thermometer 
probe cover contained therein, in the present embodiment, 
each of the member portions 34 may be con?gured With a 
polygonal sectional shape (not shoWn) such that at least tWo 
sides thereof are tangent to the ?ange. Thereupon, When the 
ear thermometer probe cover 35 is placed in the dispensing 
container 30, since a radius of the ?ange is originally greater 
than a distance betWeen a center of the ?ange and at least one 
side of the member portion 34 not tangent to the ?ange, the 
side of the member portion 34 not tangent to the ?ange can be 
hunched outWard by the ?ange to become tangent to the 
?ange in virtue of the ?exibility of the main body 31, so as to 
prevent the probe cover from falling out from the dispensing 
container 30. Similar to the ?rst embodiment, in order to 
achieve ?exibility, the main body 31 may be made of paper or 
plastic. Furthermore, a abutting component 310 is disposed in 
the main body 31 adjacent to the access opening 32 to abut on 
the annular ?ange of the upmost probe cover 35 for prevent 
ing the probe cover 35 from falling out from the dispensing 
container 30 When there is no force acting on the probe covers 
of an ear thermometer 35. In addition, the disclosed dispens 
ing container 30 may further comprises an upper cover (not 
shown) for covering the probe covers 35 in the dispensing 
container 30 so as to protect the probe covers 35 from direct 
external contact that leads to contamination. 
The present invention further provides a manufacturing 

method for the dispensing container for probe covers of an ear 
thermometer according to the ?rst embodiment. The manu 
facturing method comprises: providing a main body 11 and a 
bottom portion 13, as shoWn in FIGS. 1A to 1C, Wherein the 
main body 11 is primarily composed of a plurality of member 
portions 14 that may have a round, rectangular, triangular, 
trapeZoid, or polygonal sectional shape and the bottom por 
tion 13 is formed at another end of the main body 11 opposite 
to the access opening 22 for supporting all the probe covers 15 
stacked Within the main body 1 1, Wherein each of the member 
portions 14 comprises at last a bending portion 142, Which 
may be con?gured as being separated from each other or 
being connected to each other While the con?gurations and 
technical features of the main body 11 and the member por 
tions 14 are the same as those described in the ?rst embodi 
ment. 

The present invention further provides a manufacturing 
method for the dispensing container for probe covers of an ear 
thermometer according to the second embodiment. The 
manufacturing method comprises: providing a main body 21 
and a bottom portion 23, as shoWn in FIGS. 2A to 2D, Wherein 
the main body 21 is primarily composed of a plurality of 
member portions 24 that are telescoped, and each member 
portion 24 has a group of concave portions 241 formed at a 
side thereof along a lengthWise direction thereof. The con 
cave portions 241 may be made by means of holloWing out the 
member portion 24 from an inner Wall through an outer Wall 
of the member portion 24 or from the outer Wall through the 
inner Wall of the member portion 24. Besides, the member 
portion 24 may have a round, rectangular, triangular, trap 
eZoid, or polygonal sectional shape and the bottom portion 23 
is formed at another end of the main body 21 opposite to the 
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access opening 22 for supporting all the probe covers stacked 
Within the main body 21. The con?gurations and technical 
features of the main body 21 and the member portions 24 are 
the same as those described in the second embodiment. 

The present invention further provides a manufacturing 
method for the dispensing container for probe covers of an ear 
thermometer according to the third embodiment. The manu 
facturing method comprises: providing a main body 31 and a 
bottom portion 33, as shoWn in FIG. 3, Wherein the main body 
31 is primarily composed of a plurality of member portions 34 
connected together, in Which each member portion 34 has a 
speci?c rough surfaces so that When the main body 31 
receives a compressing force acting along a lengthWise direc 
tion thereof, a friction F is generated due to the relative 
movement of the rough surfaces of tWo member portion 34 so 
that the inner member portion and the outer member portion 
can be assembled mutually and positioned With ?rmness in 
virtue of the friction F. Besides, each of the member portions 
34 may have a round, rectangular, triangular, trapeZoid, or 
polygonal sectional shape and the bottom portion 33 is 
formed at another end of the main body 31 opposite to the 
access opening 32 for supporting all the probe covers stacked 
Within the main body 31. The con?gurations and technical 
features of the main body 31 and the member portions 34 are 
the same as those described in the third embodiment. 

Although the particular embodiments of the invention have 
been described in detail for purposes of illustration, it Will be 
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art that numerous 
variations Will be possible to the disclosed embodiments 
Without going outside the scope of the invention as disclosed 
in the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A shrinkable dispensing container for probe covers of an 

ear thermometer of an ear thermometer, each of the probe 
covers of an ear thermometer having a holloW body and an 
annular ?ange and the shrinkable dispensing container com 
prises: 

a main body for accommodating the probe covers stacked 
together and an access opening formed at one end of the 
main body for alloWing an ear thermometer probe of the 
ear thermometer to insert into an upmost probe cover 
among the probe covers in the main body; 

characterized in that: 
a bottom portion is formed at another end of the main body 

opposite to the access opening for supporting all the 
probe covers stacked Within the main body; and 

the main body is primarily composed of a plurality of 
member portions connected together Wherein each of 
the member portion comprises at last a bending portion 
so that When the member portions receive a compressing 
force acting along a lengthWise direction thereof, the 
bending portions are bent and contracted accordingly, 
thereby causing the main body to be shrunk along a 
lengthWise direction thereof. 

2. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 1, Wherein 
the an abutting component is disposed in the main body 
adjacent to the access opening to abut on the annular ?ange of 
the upmo st probe cover for preventing the probe covers from 
falling out of the shrinkable dispensing container. 

3. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 2, Wherein 
the main body is ?exible and possesses a feature of being 
compressed Without bounce When the member portions 
receive a compressing force acting along the lengthWise 
direction thereof. 

4. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 3, Wherein 
the bending portions are separated from each other and a side 
opening is further provided at each side of each of the bending 
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portions so that the member portions expend transversely 
When the member portions receive the compressing force. 

5. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 3, Wherein 
the bending portions are connected mutually to form a 
screWed shape. 

6. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 3, Wherein 
each of the member portions has a sectional shape selected 
from the group consisting of roundness, rectangle, triangle, 
trapeZoid, and polygon. 

7. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 1, further 
comprising an upper cover for protecting the probe covers of 
an ear thermometer from being contaminated. 

8. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 1, Wherein 
the main body is such con?gured that inner sides thereof are 
tangent to the ?ange for ensuring that the dispensing con 
tainer ?rmly hold the probe covers of an ear thermometer 
securely contained therein. 

9. A shrinkable dispensing container for probe covers of an 
ear thermometer of an ear thermometer, each of the probe 
cover having a holloW body and an annular ?ange and the 
shrinkable dispensing container comprises: 

a main body for accommodating the probe covers stacked 
together and an access opening formed at one end of the 
main body for alloWing an ear thermometer probe of the 
ear thermometer to insert into an upmost probe cover 
among the probe covers in the main body; 

characterized in that: 
a bottom portion is formed at another end of the main body 

opposite to the access opening for supporting all the 
probe covers stacked Within the main body; and 

the main body is primarily composed of a plurality of 
member portions that are telescoped mutually, Wherein 
the member section has a sideWall provided With at least 
a group of a plurality of concave portions along the 
lengthWise direction thereof and the corresponding 
member portion has a sideWall provided With at least a 
retaining portion so that When the member portions 
receive a compressing force acting along the lengthWise 
direction thereof, the tWo member portions are moved 
and telescoped inWardly so that one of the concave por 
tion of the member portion is engaged With the retaining 
portion of the corresponding member portion. 

10. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 9, 
Wherein an abutting component is disposed in the main body 
adjacent to the access opening to abut on the annular ?ange of 
the upmost probe cover for preventing the probe covers from 
falling out from the shrinkable dispensing container. 

11. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 10, 
Wherein the member portion has tWo groups of concave por 
tions formed at the side thereof along the lengthWise direction 
thereof such that the tWo groups of concave portions are 
substantially disposed on tWo ends of a diameter of the mem 
ber portion, respectively. 

12. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 11, 
Wherein each of the concave portions is formed from an inner 
Wall through an outer Wall of the member portion or from the 
outer Wall through the inner Wall of the member portion. 

13. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 12, 
Wherein the retaining segment has a guiding surface for guid 
ing the retaining portion to be smoothly coupled With the 
concave portion and further has an abutting surface for pre 
venting the retaining portion from reverse separation from the 
concave portion so that When the main body receives the 
compressing force, only push-doWn, but not pull-up, can be 
exercised betWeen the member portions. 

14. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 10, 
Wherein the main body is such con?gured that inner sides 
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thereof are tangent to the ?ange for ensuring that the dispens 
ing container ?rmly holds the probe covers of an ear ther 
mometer securely contained therein. 

15. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 13, 
Wherein a ramp is further provided in the concave portion 
adjacent to the bottom portion for facilitating the retaining 
segment engaged With the concave portion to depart from the 
concave portion so as to disassemble the member portions of 
the main body. 

16. The shrinkable dispensing container of claim 15, 
Wherein a track is further provided on the member portion 
adj acent to the access opening and a groove is provided on the 
corresponding member portion so that When the member 
portions are assembled through the track and the correspond 
ing groove, the member portion having the track is easily 
coupled With the corresponding member portion having the 
groove. 

17. A shrinkable dispensing container for probe covers of 
an ear thermometer of an ear thermometer, each of the probe 
covers of an ear thermometer having a holloW body and an 
annular ?ange and the shrinkable dispensing container com 
prises: 

5 

10 
a main body for accommodating the probe covers stacked 

together and an access opening formed at one end of the 
main body for alloWing an ear thermometer probe to 
insert into an upmost probe cover among the probe cov 
ers in the main body; 

characterized in that: 
a bottom portion is formed at another end of the main body 

opposite to the access opening for supporting all the 
probe covers stacked Within the main body; and 

the main body is primarily composed of a plurality of 
member portions telescoped mutually and each of the 
member portions has a speci?c rough surface so that 
When the main body receives a compressing force acting 
along a lengthWise direction thereof, a friction is gener 
ated due to a relative movement of the rough surfaces of 
tWo member portions so that the member portion posi 
tioned inside and the member portion positioned outside 
can be mutually positioned due to the friction. 


