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To all, 10/1/0111, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRED HOLMES Runs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Elmira, 
in the county of Ohemung and State of New 
York,have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Lacing-Hooks, of which the 
following is a speci?cation. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

lacing-hooks such as are described and claimed, 
broadly, in my Letters Patent, Reissue No. 
11,97 2, dated February 18,1902; and the ob 
ject of my present invention is to provide cer 
tain improvements in the spring member and 
‘in the manner of attaching said ‘member to 
the hook, whereby I attain certain desirable 
results, both as to the formation of the spring 
member and as to the manner of assembling 
the members in the process of manufacture. 
A further object is to simplify and cheapen 

the manufacture of these hooks and to pro 
vide a construction of the parts whereby the 
assembling can be done effectively by means 
of automatic machinery. _ 

I attain my objects by means of the arrange 
ment and construction of the parts of the lac 
ing-hook, as illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which—— . 
Figure 1 represents a vertical section 

through a lacing - hook with my improved 
spring member in place therein ; Fig. 2, a side 
and plan View of the book before it is bent 
into ?nal shape; Fig. 3, a side elevation, plan 
view, and front elevation of the spring mem 
ber detached from the hook; and Fig. 4, a 
modi?ed form of said spring member. 
Like letters of reference designate like parts 

in the several views. 
A represents the shank of the hook, which 

' is in the form of an eyelet and is adapted to 
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be attached to ashoe or other article of wear 
ing-apparel in the ordinary manner. The back 
or bend of the hook B is provided on each side 
at O C with cars which project outwardly and 
are adapted to be bent over to engage and hold 
the spring member in place. This spring mem 
ber is preferably formed by suitable dies from 
spring metal and is provided on its arm D with 

a broad bearing-surface which has a curved 
face to receive the lace. Below the bearing— 
surface there is a bend E, which is adapted to 
be inserted within the hole in the shank A of 
the hook, and from this bend projects up 
wardly the arm F, which is adapted to be en 
gaged by the ears 0 to hold the spring mem 
ber in place in the manner shown in Fig. 1. 
Preferably the arm D is provided at the top 
with a curved lip which rides against the in 
ner curved surface of the cap of the hook, 
thereby forming a guide for the free end of 
the spring member. 

In assembling the parts the hook, by means 
of suitable dies, is ?rst brought into the form 
shown in Fig. 2, after which the spring mem 
ber is placed in position and the ears C bent 
over upon the arm F. The hook is then bent 
into its ?nal shape, thereby bringing the bend 
E into place in the shank A. 
The arm F where engaged by the ears C 

may be allowed a certain freedom of motion, 
if desired, so as to provide for the proper play 
of the parts of the spring member. However, 
I do not limit myself to this manner of at 
taching the arm F to the hook. The ears may 
be clamped tightly down upon said arm or I 
may use other means than the ears for secur 
ing said arm to the book. This spring mem 
ber may also be formed of spring-wire bent 
in the shape illustrated in Fig. 4, in which the 
ends F’ are adapted to be gripped by the ears 
C when bent over thereupon, and the bend E’ 
is formed by coiling the wire once around at 
each side before bringing it up to form the 
arm D’. This modification gives a more re 
silient form of spring and one that is possibly 
more durable by reason of the coils at E’. 

Having‘ thus described my improvements, 
what I claim as my invention, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is; 

1. In combination with a lacing-hook, a two 
armed spring member having one of its arms 
secured to the back or bend of the hook and 
the other arm forming a resilient bearing for 
the lace. 

2. In combination with a lacing-hook, a 
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spring member bent so as to form tWo arms 
substantially as described, and having" one of 
its arms secured to the back or bend of the 
hook and its bend located in the shank of the 
book. 

3. A lacing-hook With ears formed on the 
back or bend thereof, in combination with a 
spring member held in place Within the hook 

by means of said ears When bent in_upon said 
spring member. I0 
In testimony Whereof I have af?Xed'my sig 

nature in presence of two Witnesses. 
FRED HOLMES REES. 

, Witnesses: 

M. MABEL SLooUM, 
VVILMo'r J. SPICER. 


