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GOLF CLUB HEAD 

RELATED U.S. APPLICATION DATA 

Continuation of application Ser. No. 12/476,945, ?led on 
Jun. 2, 2009 now US. Pat. No. 7,815,522, Which is a continu 
ation of application Ser. No. 11/441,244, ?led on May 26, 
2006 now US. Pat. No.7,585,233. 

BACKGROUND 

With the advent of thin Walled metalWood golf club heads, 
the performance of metalWood clubs has improved consider 
ably. By increasing the surface area of the striking face, using 
high strength alloys for its construction, and reducing its 
thickness to introduce a “trampoline” effect, club head 
designers have increased the e?iciency of energy transfer 
from a metalWood club to a golf ball. As a result, the United 
States Golf Association (U SGA) has imposed regulations to 
limit energy transferred from drivers to a golf ball by de?ning 
a maximum “characteristic time” (CT) that the clubface may 
remain in contact With a suspended steel Weight impacting it. 
The maximum CT corresponds to a maximum “coe?icient of 
restitution” (COR) for metalWood clubs. Currently, the maxi 
mum COR permissible by the USGA is 0.830. 

SUMMARY 

For golf club striking faces of a ?xed siZe and substantially 
constant thickness, there exists a thickness beloW Which the 
CT value Will be outside the range alloWable by the USGA, 
but that may still be structurally feasible for use on a club 
head. Limiting the amount of material used to construct a 
club’s face is desirable for cost savings and improved mass 
properties. 

Various metalWood designs have been proposed utiliZing 
variable face thickness pro?les that both meet the USGA’s 
CT limitation and minimiZe face mass. HoWever, such faces 
are typically expensive to produce. Other designs have incor 
porated thin faces With protracted rib or support structures 
appended to or formed integrally With the striking face, and 
these too have proven costly to manufacture, and increase 
complexity of the club head design. 
A need exists for improved USGA conforming metalWood 

golf club heads Which minimiZe the amount of material used 
to construct the club face, as Well as for holloW golf club 
heads Which maximiZe average energy transfer ef?ciency of 
the striking face. 

Various implementations of the broad principles described 
herein provide a golf club head Which may be manufactured 
With a face that utiliZes less material than a conventional 
design, and that may conform to USGA rules and regulations 
for metal Woods. Further, features are proposed Which may 
improve performance characteristics of holloW club heads, 
and increase the average energy transfer ef?ciency such 
heads’ striking faces. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Various implementations Will noW be described, by Way of 
example only, With reference to the folloWing draWings in 
Which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an exemplary club head. 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW of the club head of FIG. 1 

taken at line II-II. 
FIG. 3(a) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary con?gura 

tion for detail III of FIG. 2. 
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2 
FIG. 3(b) is a further enlarged vieW of an exemplary con 

?guration for detail III of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 3(c) is a further enlarged vieW of an exemplary con 

?guration for detail III of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 3(d) is a further enlarged vieW of an exemplary con 

?guration for detail III of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4(a) is a heel vieW of the club head of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4(b) is a close up vieW of detail IV of FIG. 4(a). 
FIG. 5 is a front vieW ofthe club head of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of the club head of FIG. 1 

shoWing exemplary aspects thereof. 
FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the club head of FIG. 1 

shoWing exemplary aspects thereof. 
FIG. 8(a) is a cut-aWay perspective vieW of the club head of 

FIG. 1 shoWing an exemplary internal feature thereof. 
FIG. 8(b) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detailVIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 8(c) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detail VIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 8(d) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detailVIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 8(e) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detail VIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 8(}‘) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detail VIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 8(g) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detailVIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 8(h) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detailVIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 8(1') is cross sectional vieW of an exemplary detail VIII 

of FIG. 8(h) taken at line VIII(i)-VIII(i). 
FIG. 9(a) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detailVIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 9(b) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detailVIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 9(c) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detail VIII of 

FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 10 is an enlarged side vieW of detailVIII of FIG. 8(a). 
FIG. 11 is a top vieW of the detail of FIG. 10. 
FIG. 12 is a graph comparing ball speed at various hori 

Zontal face positions on a golf club With and a golf club 
Without features in accordance With the present invention. 

FIG. 13 is a graph comparing COR at various horizontal 
face positions on a golf club With and a golf club Without 
features in accordance With the present invention. 

FIG. 14(a) is a cut-aWay perspective vieW of the club head 
of FIG. 1 shoWing exemplary aspects thereof. 

FIG. 14(b) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detail XI of 
FIG. 14(a). 

FIG. 15(a) is an enlarged vieW ofan exemplary detail XI of 
FIG. 14(a). 

FIG. 15(b) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detail XI of 
FIG. 14(a). 

FIG. 15(c) is an enlarged vieW of an exemplary detail XI of 
FIG. 14(c). 

For the purposes of illustration these ?gures are not neces 
sarily draWn to scale. In all of the ?gures, like components are 
designated by like reference numerals. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Throughout the folloWing description, speci?c details are 
set forth in order to provide a more thorough understanding of 
the broad inventive principles discussed herein. HoWever, 
these broad principles may be practiced Without these par 
ticulars and thus these details need not be limiting. In other 
instances, Well knoWn elements have not been shoWn or 
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described to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the invention. 
Accordingly, the detailed description and drawings are to be 
regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense. 

With reference to FIG. 1, a golf club head 200 is shoWn 
having four primary surfaces, each de?ning a portion of the 
head: a front surface generally de?ning a striking face 202 
generally bounded by a face perimeter edge 205, a bottom 
surface generally de?ning a sole 204 (shoWn in FIG. 2), a side 
surface generally de?ning a skirt 206, and a top surface gen 
erally de?ning a croWn 208. The sole, the croWn, the strike 
surface, and a rear portion of the club head may at least 
partially delimit a substantially enclosed interior cavity. 
Optionally, a hosel 210 may be provided for receiving a shaft 
(not shoWn) to Which the head 200 may be attached. The face 
202 is connected to the sole, skirt and croWn via a junction 
212. 

FIG. 2 shoWs section II-II of head 200 from FIG. 1, With 
junction 212 generally connecting the striking face 202 to the 
croWn 208, and to the sole 206 at detail III. 

FIGS. 3(a)-3(d) shoW several enlarged vieWs of detail III 
from FIG. 2, each demonstrating a unique example of a pos 
sible con?guration for the junction 212. It should be appre 
ciated that While the junction con?gurations of FIGS. 3(a)-3 
(d) are shoWn generally connecting the face 202 to the sole 
204, each con?guration may be used to connect the face to the 
croWn 208, and/or the skirt 206. A single junction con?gura 
tion may be used to connect the face 202 to each of the sole, 
the croWn, and the skirt. Alternatively, the various junction 
con?gurations may be used interchangeably and in any com 
bination. 
As in FIG. 3(a), the junction may generally comprise a 

convex, or outwardly radiused or contoured corner. The 
radius, or contour, may vary along the generally annular 
extent of the junction, and may or may not be a constant radius 
at any single location. 
As shoWn in FIG. 3(b), the junction may generally com 

prise a concave, or inWardly radiused or contoured comer. 
The radius, or contour, may vary along the generally annular 
extent of the junction, and may or may not be a constant radius 
at any single location. 

FIG. 3(c) demonstrates the junction having a generally 
beveled con?guration. 

FIG. 3(d) shoWs the junction generally embodied as a 
corner. 

In the folloWing examples, the junction may comprise any 
adjacent portions of the face 202, sole 204, skirt 206, and 
croWn 208. Generally, the junction is de?ned as a portion of 
the head Which interconnects the face 202 to at least a portion 
of the remainder of the head 200. Since there are a variety of 
possible con?gurations for the junction 212, including those 
presented above and others, it may be bene?cial to de?ne the 
junction as shoWn in FIG. 4(a). With the sole 206 resting on a 
substantially planar surface 300 and a hosel axis 211 posi 
tioned at a designated lie angle, 0t, (see FIG. 5) typically 
betWeen about 45 to about 65 degrees, an imaginary line 302 
(see FIG. 4(b)), tangent to the strike face at a geometric center, 
C, may be located in an imaginary vertical plane perpendicu 
lar to the strike face and passing through the geometric center. 
In this example, the face 202 is shoWn having vertical roll 
curvature. The imaginary line 302 and the planar surface 300 
intersect at a ?rst reference point 304, Which may serve as a 
point of origin from Which junction 212 may generally be 
represented dimensionally by a height, H, and a length, L. H 
may be measured along the direction of the imaginary line 
302, from the ?rst reference point 304 to a second reference 
point 306. Further, L may be measured along the direction of 
the surface 300, from the ?rst reference point 304 to a third 
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4 
reference point 308. The second reference point 306 and the 
third reference point 308 may be projected onto the head 200, 
to de?ne junction points 310 on the exterior surface of the 
head 200. The second reference point 306 is projected onto 
the strike face 202 in a direction normal to the imaginary line 
302, and the third reference point 308 is projected onto the 
sole 204 in a direction normal to the planar surface, as shoWn 
in FIG. 4(b). 
H and L may thus dimensionally represent the junction 212 

on the head 200 at a generally vertical planar location sub 
stantially perpendicular to the striking face 202, and delim 
ited by the points 304,306 and 308. To de?ne thejunction 212 
in other areas of the head, a set of imaginary junction bound 
ing lines 312 (on the face 202) and 314 (on the sole 204, the 
skirt 206 and the croWn 208) may be traced on the head 200 to 
form a closed loop, passing through the junction points 310 
and maintaining a substantially constant distance (d', d") from 
a reference feature, for example, each imaginary junction 
bounding line 312 may be parallel to the face perimeter edge 
205, as shoWn in FIGS. 4(b) and 5. 
As an example, for a metalWood driver having a volume of, 

e.g., 300-600 cm3, both H and L may have values of up to 
about 20 mm. More preferably, both H and L may have values 
up to about 14 mm. More preferably still, H may have a value 
of up to about 12 mm, and L may have a value of up to about 
10 mm. 

The junction 212 may be locally stiffened to improve the 
performance of the head 200. In particular, certain perfor 
mance advantages may be gained by introducing local stiff 
ening at selected locations. 

For example, at least one stiffening member 400 (see FIGS. 
8(a), 15(a), and 15(b)) may be generally positioned so as to be 
proximate the intersection of the junction 212 and a vertical 
plane 600 and/ or a horiZontal plane 602 that pass through 
center C of the striking face 202, as shoWn in FIG. 6. Since the 
junction 212 generally extends annularly about the center of 
the striking face 202, four locations are de?ned proximate to 
Which at least one stiffening member may be located to obtain 
bene?cial results, and may be represented by the points 604, 
606, 608 and 610. The points 604, 606,608 and 610 de?ne a 
top location, a bottom location, a heel location, and a toe 
location, respectively, and are intended only as a general 
indication of approximate locations for at least one stiffening 
member 400. 
As shoWn in FIG. 7, the imaginary planes 612 and 614 may 

be oriented about +45 and —45 degrees to horiZontal. Said 
planes may intersect the head 200 proximate center C of the 
striking face 202, so as to generally divide the head 200 into 
a toe region 616, a heel region 618, a top region 620 and a 
bottom region 622. The top region 620 and the bottom region 
622 have a heel-to-toe length dimension. Preferably, multiple 
stiffening members may be located on the junction 212 in any 
or all of the above regions, in any combination. More prefer 
ably, stiffening members may be provided at the junction 212 
in both regions 616 and 618, or in both regions 620 and 622. 
Even more preferably, a single stiffening member may be 
provided at the junction 212 in the region 622 and/or at the 
junction 212 in the region 620. 

Generally, the stiffening member 400 may comprise a mass 
provided Within the junction 212. The mass may be formed 
integrally With at least a portion of the junction 212, and may 
have a variety of con?gurations. For example, as shoWn in 
FIG. 8(a), the stiffening member 400 may be a contoured 
mass 402. The mass 402 may have at least one peak 404, 
Where the true thickness, T, (shoWn in FIG. 10) of the stiff 
ening member is a maximum and decreases aWay from the 
peak 404. While the contoured mass 402 is shoWn as a single, 










